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Mortis, 19° die Junii, 1855. 



Ordered That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the Postal Arrangements 
in the City and County of Waterford, and Counties of Tipperary, Cork, and Limerick, with 
a view to ascertain and Report how they may be Improved. 



Martis, 26“ die Junii, 1855. 



Committee nominated of, — 
Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Henry Herbert. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. Be Vere. 

Mr. Liddell. 

Sir Stafford Northcote, 



Mr. Barrow. 

Mr. Dunlop. 

Mr. Wickham. 

Viscount Monck. 

Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Gordon. 

oir oxanoru i'luixucui.c. > Mr- Lowe. 

Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records. 
Or«iere<i, That Five be the Quorum of the Committee. 



Mercurii, 27' die Junii, 

Ordered, That Mr. Francis Scully be added to the Committee. 



/ous, 28“ die Junii, 1855. 



Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the Committee to inquire into the Postal Arrange- 
ments in the Counties of Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and Wexford, of the City 
of Kilkenny, and the Town of Wexford. 



Mercurii, 4“ die Julii, 1855. 

Ordered That Mr. Dunlop and Mr. Gordon be discharged from further attendance on 
the Committee, and that Mr. Grogan and Mr. Sampson Ricardo be added thereto. 

Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the Committee to include in their Inquiries the 
Postal Arrangements between Dublin, Cork, and Tralee. 



Jonis, 5" die Jiilii, 1855. 



Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the Committee to include _in their Inquiries the 
Postal Arrangements between Limerick and Ennis, and Dublin and Ennis. 



Veneris, 6“ die Julii, 1855. 



Ordered That it be an Instruction to the Committee to inquire into the Postal 
Arrangements of all other Ports of Ireland not hitherto referred to the Committee. 



Martis, ZV die Julii, 1855. 

Ordered, That the Committee have power to Report ibeir Observations, together with 
the Minutes of Evidence taken before them, to The House. 
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INDEX - - --------- P- 264 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to Inquire into the Postal 
Arrangements in the City and County of Waterford, and Counties of 
Tipperary, Cork, and Limerick, with a view to ascertain and Report 
how they may be Improved ; and to Inquire into the Postal 
Arrangements in the Counties of Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, 
and Weoford, of the City of Kilkenny, and the Town of Wexford ; and 
into the Postal Arrangements between Dublin, Cork, and Tralee-, 
and into the Postal Arrangements between Limerick and Ennis, 
and Dublin and Ennis ; and into the Postal Arrangements of all 
other Ports of Ireland not hitherto referred to the Committee ; and who 
were empowered to Report their Observations, together with the 

Minutes of Evidence taken before them, to The House ; Have 

made progress in the Matters to them referred, and have agreed to the 
following REPORT 

T hat Your Committee have proceeded with the Inquiry into the Matters 
regarding the Postal Communications in several Districts of Ireland, in 
obedience to the original and two of the subsequent Orders of Reference. 

At this advanced period of the Session, they deem it expedient to close their 
Inquiries for the present. 

They have agreed to Report to The House the Minutes of the Evidence 
already taken before them. 

It is the opinion of Your Committee, that the importance of the subject 
justifies them in recommending that the Inquiry be proceeded with at an early 
opportunity in the next Session. 

31 July 1855. 




4‘15- 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Lutke, 2° die Julii, 1855. 



Mr. Meagher. 
Mr. De Vere. 
Mr. Dunlop. 
Mr. Fagan. 



Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Maguire. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Francis Scully. 



Mr. Meagher was called to the Chair. 

The Committee deliberated on the course of their Proceedings. 

[Adjourned to To-morrow, at One o’clock. 



Martis, 3“ die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 



Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Barrow. 

Mr. De Vere. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Rowland Hill, examined. 



Sir Stafford Northcote. 
Mr. Francis Scully. 
Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. Lowe. 

Mr. Henry Herbert. 



[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Veneris, 6° die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. Meagher, i 

Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Barrow. 

Mr. Wickham. 

Viscount Monck. 

Sir Stafford Norihcote. 

Mr. Henry Herbert. 

Mr. Joseph Fisher, Mr. John Blahe, Mr. Joseph Malcomson, arrd Mr. John O'Connor, 
examined. 

[Adjourned to Monday next, at Twelve o clock. 



r the Chair. 

Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Francis Scully. 
Mr. Maguire. 

Mr, Wilson. 

Mr. Grogan. 



Lunce, 9* die Julii, 1855. 



members present ; 

Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 



Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Francis Scully. 

Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Barrow. 

Mr. Ricardo. 

Mr. Liddell. 

Sir Stafford Northcote, 



Mr. Grogan 
Mr. Wickham. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Henry Herbert. 
Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. Wilson. 



Mr, James Delahunty, Mr. John Isaac Heard, a Member of The House, The Rev. David 
A. Doudney, Mr. Wilson Kennedy, and Mr. Joseph Kenny, examined. 

[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o’clock. 
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ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 



Veneris, 13* die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS present: 

Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 



Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Barrow. 

Mr. Grogan. 

Sir Stafford Northcote, 



Mr. Henry Herbert. 
Mr, Maguire. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Ricardo. 

Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Francis Scully. 



Mr. John D- Fitzgerald, the Solicitor-General for Ireland, a Member of The House, 
Mr. Chistopher O’Brien, and Mr. Henry Herbert, a Member of the Committee, examined. 

[Adjourned to Monday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Lunce, 16* die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 



Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Francis Scully. 
Mr. Barrow. ' 

Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. Wickham. 

Mr. Liddell. 

Sir Stafford Northcote. 



Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Fagan. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Ricardo. 

Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Henry Herbert. 
Mr. Maguire. 



Mr. Lorenzo Alexander, Mr. Henry Alcoch Fletcher, and Mr. Anthony Trollope, 



examined. 



[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Veneris, 20° die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 

Mr. Meagher. Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Wilson. Mr. Lowe. 

Mr. Barrow. Mr. Ricardo. 

Mr. Grogan. Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. Liddell. Mr. Henry Herbert. 

Sir Stafford Northcote. Mr. Wickham. 

Mr. Francis Scully. Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Anthony Trollope, further examined. 

[Adjourned to Monday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Lunas, 23° die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 

Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Ricardo. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Lowe. 

Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. Anthony Trollope, further examined. 



Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Francis Scully. 
Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. Wickham. 



[Adjourned to Friday next, at Twelve o’clock. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Veneris, 27" die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS present: 



Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 

Mr. Meagher. I 

Mr. Wilson. M>'- LiWell. 

Mr. Francis Scully. Mj'- D® 

Mr. Barrow. W-cUiam. 

Mr. Grogan. 1 M®- Maguire. 

Mr. Anthony Trollope examined. 

[Adjourned till Monday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Lunce, 30" die Julii, 1855. 



Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Francis Scully. 
Mr. Barrow. 

Mr. Lowe. 



MEMBERS present: 

Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 

Mr. Grogan. 



Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Wickham. 
Mr. Maguire. 



Mr. Edward Page, examined. 

[Adjourned to To-morrow, at Two o’clock, to consider Report. 



Martis, 31® die Julii, 1855. 



Mr. Meagher. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Maguire. 



MEMBERS present; 

Mr. Meagher, in the Chair. 

Mr. Wickham. 
Mr. Lowe. 

Mr. F. Scully. 
Mr. TJicardo. 
Mr. Wilson. 



Draft Keport read, 1", as follows : 

“ 1 That your Committee have proceeded with the inquiry into the matters regarding 
the Postal CoCnmcations in several districts of Ireland, in obedience to the original and 
two of the subsequent Orders of Reference. 

■< 2. At this advanced period of the Session, they deem it expedient to close the inquiries 
for the present. 

“ 3 . They have agreed to report to The House the Minutes of Evidence already taken 
before them. 

4 It is the opinion of Your Committee, that the importance of the subject justifies 
them in recommending that the inquiry be proceeded with at an early opportunity m the 
next Session.” 

Draft Report read 2”, and considered paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 and 2 read, and agreed to. 

Paragraph 3 read. Amendment proposed, to add the words, “ That in the opinioii ^ this 
Committee'^ the employment of special trains on the Waterford and pmerick, and Water- 
ford and Kilkenny^lines of Railway, for the conveyance ot the marls, would be attended 
with an increase of expense to the public, which would not be justified by the advantages 
ftmeby Conferred” ^Lount Jfe Jr), at ’the end of the paragraph i--Motion made, and 
question pot, “ That those words be there added. —Committee divided . 

Ayes, 4. 

Mr. Lowe. 

Viscount Monck. 

Mr. Ricardo. 

Mr. Wilson. 



Noes, 5. 




i Mr. De Vere. 




Mr. Grogan. 
Mr. Maguire. 
Mr. F. Scully. 
Mr. Wickham. 


Amendmeni 
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ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 



Amendment proposed, to add the words, “That in the opinion of this Committee, the 
employment by the Post Office of the ordinary passenger trains on the Waterford and 
Limerick, and Waterford and Kilkenny lines of Railway, for the conveyance of the mails, 
mio-ht be attended with advantage, when the use of such trains can be obtained on terras 
similar to those upon which such services are rendered in other parts of the kingdom 
(Viscount Monck), at the end of the paragraph : — Motion made, and question put, lhat 
those words be there inserted." — The Committee divided : 



Ayes, 4. 

Mr. Lowe. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. Ricardo. 

Mr. Wilson. 

Paragraph agreed to. 



Noes, 5. 
Mr. De Vere. 
Mr. Grogan. 
Mr. Maguire. 
Mr. F. Scully. 
Mr. Wickham. 



Paragraph 4 read, and agreed to. 

Question, “ That this Report be the Report to The House,” put, and agreed to. 
Question, “ That the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee be reported to 
The House,” put, and agreed to. 



Ordered to Report. 



EXPENSES OF WITNESSES. 



NAME 

of 

WITNESS. 


PROFESSION 

CONDITION. 


From 

whence Summoned. 


Number 1 

of Days 
absent 
from Home, 
under 
Orders of 
Committee. 


Expenses 

Journey 

London 
and back. 


Allowance 

during 

Absence 

from 

Home. 


TOTAL 

Expenses 

Allowed 

to 

Witness. 












£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Joseph Fisher 


Gentleman 


Waterford 


- 


7 


9 14 - 


7 7 - 


17 1 - 


Joseph Malcomson - 


Ditto - - - 


Ditto - 




7 


5 13 - 


7 7 - 


13 - - 


John Blake - 


Ditto - 


Ditto - 


- 


7 


9 14 - 


7 7-. 


; 17 ,1 - 


John O’Connor 


Ditto - - -I 


Ditto - 


- 


7 


5 13 - 


7 7 - 


13 - - 


Janies Delahunty - 


Ditto - 


Tramore • 


' 


7 


6 - - 


7 7 - 


15 7 - 


The Rev. David A. 
Doudney. 


Clergyman 


Bonroahon 


- 


7 


8 10 - 


7 7 - 


15 17 - 


Joseph Kenny 


Solicitor 


Clonmel 




9 


9 - - 


18 10 - 


27 18 - 


WBson Kennedy - 


Gentleman 


Ditto - 


- 


9 


9 IQ - 


9 9 - 


19 5 - 


Christopher O’Brien 


Ditto • 


Dungarvan 




9 


9 - - 


9 9- 


18 9 - 


Lorenzo Alexander - 


Ditto - - ■ 


Tonbridge Wells 




3 


1 1 - 






Henry A. Fletcher - 


Ditto - 


London* - 




4 


3 17 6 


4 4- 


8 16 
168 2 6 



expenses between Idsndon and Kilkenny. 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Martis, 3° die Julii, 1855. 
Rowland Hill, Esq. ----- 



Veneris, 6® die Julii, 1855. 

Mr. Joseph Fisher . _ _ - - 

Mr. Joseph Malcomson - 
John Aloysius Blake, Esq. - - - - 

Mr. John O’Connor 

Luna, 9“ die Julii, 1855. 

Mr. James Delahunty 

John Isaac Heard, Esq., M.p. - . - 

ITie Reverend David A. Doudney 
Mr. Wilson Kennedy - _ . _ 

Mr. Joseph Kenny . _ - - _ 

Veneris, 13° die Julii, 1855. 

J. D. Fitzgerald, Esq., M.p. _ _ _ 

Mr. Christopher O’Brien - - _ _ 

Henry Arthur Herbert, Esq., m.p. 

Luna, 16® die Julii, 1855. 

Lorenzo Alexander, Esq. - - _ - 

Henry Alcock Fletcher, Esq. _ _ _ 

Anthony Trollope, Esq. _ - - _ 

Veneris, 20® die Julii, 1855. 

Anthony Trollope, Esq. - - - . 

Luna, 23® die Julii, 1855. 

Anthony Trollope, Esq. - - _ - 

Veneris, 27® die Julii, 1855. 

Anthony Trollope, Esq. - - _ _ 

Luna, 30“ die Julii, 1855. 

Edward Page, Esq. ----- 



p. 1 



p. 21 

p. 38 
p. 44 
P- 49 



P- 54 
p. 64 
p. 70 
p. 76 
p. 87 

p. 88 

P- 94 
p. 106 

p. 113 
p. 122 
p. 127 



p. 142 



p. 171 



P- 199 



p. 226 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 3° die Julii, 1855. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Mr. Meao;her. 

Mr. De Vere. 

Mr. Fagan. 

Mr. Henry Herbert. 
Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Lowe. 



Mr. Maguire. 
Viscount Monck. 

Sir Stafford Northcote. 
Mr. Francis Scully. 
Mr. Barrow. 



THOMAS. MEAGHER, Esq., in the Chair. 



Howland Hill, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

1 . Chairman.] ARE you acquainted ■with the local postal arrangements in 
the district which is referred to this Committee for inquiry ? — I have no know- 
ledge of the locality ; a gentleman is here who will speak to points connected 
with the locality ; all that I can do is to deal with the general principles and 
general features of the ai’rangements. 

2. Viscount Monde.] You are Secretary to the Postmaster-general ? — I am 
Secretary to the Post-office. 

3. How long have you been connected with the Post-office department ? — I 
have held an appointment in the Post-office itself rather more than eight years 
and a half, but I held an appointment in the Treasury connected with the 
Post-office previously. 

4. Will you be good enough to state, generally, to the Committee, what are 
the principles which have regulated the Post-office arrangements, for the last 
few years, with reference to the transmission and delivery of mails? — The rule 
upon which we act is, that as far as can readily be ascertained, with a strong 
leaning in favour of affording additional accommodation of every kind, a par- 
ticular measure should give a prospect of such an increase of revenue as to 
pay its own expenses ; we are al'ways prepared to malce some allowance for the 
increased facilities afforded to trade and to social communications, but if we 
were to depart very widely from the rule of requiring that the measure should 
be self-supporting, then we think we should make a mistake, inasmuch 
as we should in effect tax the community at large for the advantage of a single 
locality. 

5. Then, as I understand the answer you have just given, your principle is, 
that you do not look for profit necessarily from any arrangement which may be 
made for public convenience ; that if it is self-supporting you are quite satisfied 
to undertake it, and that even in certain cases you will go beyond that, where 
there are great social and commercial advantages to be derived from any 
measure by spending money upon the arrangement ? — That is the view which 
we take. I may add that our leaning is so very decidedly in favour of an 
extension of postal accommodation, that if there is a doubt, we give the advan- 
tage rather than withhold it. 

0.62. A 6. I apprehend 



jR. Hill, Esc 
3 July 1855, 
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2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE tahen before SELECT COMMITTEE 



Hill, Esq. 
3 Julj- 1855. 



6. I apprehend that within the last few years, since the es(:ablishment of 
railways in Ireland, in the south of Ireland particularly, the postal communi- 
cations have been greatly improved and the convenience to the public greatly 
increased. Can you give the Committee some instances of that with reference 
to the employment of railways in the transmission of mails ? — As soon as the 
railways were constructed the department took advantage of them for the con- 
veyance in all directions of the principal mails to and from Dublin, which, of 
course, would include the mails passing between the north and south of Ireland, 
and also the English mails. In consequence of those arrangements and other 
facilities afforded in connexion with the railways, the hours for posting and those 
for delivering letters were very greatly improved. 

7. Take, for example, two or three large towns in Ireland. Have you suffi- 
cient knowledge of the arrangements to speak to the hours of posting in Dublin, 
Cork, and Waterford, for instance, at present, as compared with the former state 
of things ? — I have documents which will enable me to give that information. 

8. Have you a map of the district ?— I have {producing the same, and escplaining 
it to ihe Committee). 

9. What has been the effect of the railways ?— They have greatly famlitated 
our proceedings ; they have enabled us to give day mails to towns which had 
not day mails before ; the post towns to which day mails have been extended 
within the district under consideration are Limerick, Waterford, Wexford, and 
all towns between those places and Dublin. 

10. They had no day mails before ? — No. 

1 1 . With reference to the posting of letters, and the distribution of letters, 
in the towns, has considerable improvement taken place in that respect ?— Very 
great improvement has taken place within the last 10 or 12 years in that 
respect. The Committee will be, perhaps, a little surprised when I state, that 
about 12 or 15 years ago, since the adoption of the reduced rates of postage, 
a very large proportion of the towns in Ireland had absolutely no letter- 



12. People had themselves to send to the Post-office for their letters ?— They 
had to send to the Post-office for their letters. Ireland in that respect was, 
to a great extent, in the same position in which the United States are nt this 

moment. j j • 

13. Can you state the towns to which that convenience has been extended m 
the last few years, within the limits of the inquiry of this Committee ?— Yes ; 
1 shall omit all places except those which are called post towns ; those places, 
namely, which exchange direct bags with Dublin. The places included witliin 
the limits of the reference, which had no deliveries at the time I speak of 
(1841), and which now have deliveries, are Ashford, Bantry, Bray, Buttevant, 
Cahir, Carrick-on-Suir, Dungarvan, Kildare, Kilmallock, Kinsale, Pallas Green, 
Rathdrum, Ross, Skibbereen, Tallow, Templemore, and Tipperary. 

14. Mr. Fagan.'] At those towns there are now messengers sent to deliver 
the letters at the houses ? — Yes. 

1^. What is the limit which regulates that ?— It varies very much, but, in 
almost all cases, it has been recently extended ; whereas, at the time of which 
I speak, there were no letter-carriers at all. 

' 16. Viscount Mowc/e.] Who bears the expense of those letter-carriers ?— The 



rosi-oxuce. . 

1 7. Mr. Liddell.] Is it not necessaiy to show that there are a certain number 
of letters posted in order to obtain the letter-carriers ? — There is no absolute 
rule of that kind ; almost every place now has letter-carriers ; every post town, 
without exception, and all places of any importance ; there are still some few 
small hamlets which have no letter-carriers, where the parties send for their 



letters, but they are very few. 

i8. Previous to the establishment of a post-office, do not you require from 
the district an exact statement of the number of letters dispatched thence in 
the course of a week or a month r— Previous to the establishment of a post- 
office we require that the number of letters addressed to the district, when 
reckoned at 1 d. each, should suffice to pay the expense of the particular post ; 
but the number, of course, under such a rule, varies ; that, however, has nothing 
to do with the establishment of letter-carriers. 

1 q Yiscount MomIc.'] Are you aware of any large increase in the number ot 

sub-posts 
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ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 3 

sub-posts or rural posts within the district in the last 12 years?— Within the 
same limits exactly 200 rural posts have been opened since 1843. I can put 
in a statement showing the number in each county, and the dates of their 
establishment. 

\The same was delivered in, and is as follows :] 

POST-OFFICE, IRELAND. 



A RETURN showing the Number of Rural Posts that haye been Established in each of the 
following Counties during each Year since 1843. 



COUNTIES. 


NUMBEB OF RURAL POSTS ESTABLISHED IN 


Totals. 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


1850. 


1851. 


1852, 


1853. 


1854. 


1855. 


Cork - 


1 


2 


4 


] 


4 


5 


3 


20 


9 


1 


7 


_ 


57 


Waterford 


- 


1 


2 


- 


1 


2 


- 


I 


1 


- 


1 


- 


9 


Limerick - - - 


2 


- 


1 


- 


2 


3 


- 


7 


' 6 


4 


1 


1 


27 


Tipperary - - - 


1 


2 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


4 


9 


5 


- 


1 


28 


Kildare , - - 


1 


- 


1 


1 


- 


- 


3 


- 


3 


3 


4 


1 


17 


Carlow • 


- 


- 


2 


- 


2 


- 


2 


- 


- 


1 


2 


- ■ 


9 


Kilkenny - - - 


1 ' 


- 


1 


- 


1 


2 


- 


1 


1 


- ■ 


1 


- 


8 


Wicklow - 


1 


S 


2 


- 


- 


2 


1 


- 


3 


1 


1 


- 


14 


Wexford - 


- 


4 


3 


2 


3 


3 


2 


4 


4 


3 


3 


- 


31 


Totals - - - 


7 


12 


18 


5 


14 


18 


12 


37 


30 


18 


20 


3 


200 



General Post-Office, Dublin, 
26th June 1855. 



20. Mr. Fagan,'] You say 200 rural posts have been established since 1843 ; 
what is the rule which guides you in the establishment of those rural posts ? — 
First of all the surveyor determines what would be the extent of a walk which 
a man can reasonably be expected to perform in a day ; and he arranges the 
walk so as to include as many villages and hamlets as he can. Then he pro- 
ceeds to ascertain the number of letters addressed in a week to those several 
villages and hamlets ; and if the number reckoned at 1 d. each be sufficient to 
cover the additional expense thrown upon the department, by establishing the 
particular post, the Postmaster-general grants it ; otherwise he withholds it. 

21. Viscount Monck.] In fact, as you have already stated, the governing 
rule, and all that you desire with reference to any such arrangement is, that it 
should be self-supporting? — Exactly. 

22. Chairman.] Have you got a return of the number of post towns in the 
district? — We have lists of the post towns in Ireland, and a list can be pre - 
pared of the post towns in this particular district. 

23. By rural posts the Committee are to understand sub-posts ; that is to 
say, not post towns ? — Subordinate posts. 

24. Viscount Monck.] Another great convenience to the public, in con- 
nexion with the Post-office, has been afforded by means of the system of money- 
orders ; can you give the Committee any account of the improvement made in 
that department, within the last 8 or 10 years, for the public convenience? — 
Since the reduction of the rate of postage the charges on money-orders have 
been reduced from 1^. Qd. to for sums between 2t. and 5/., and from Qd. to 
3rf. for sums not exceeding 2l. The number of money-order offices has also 
been very largely increased ; and there again we have a rule similar to the one 
which regulates the extension of rural posts, which is this ; at any place at 
which there is a reasonable prospect of ten transactions (including the issue 
as well as the payment of money-orders) in the course of a week, and which 
is not within three miles of an existing money-oi’der office, such an office is 
established. 

0.62. A 2 25. Mr. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






R. Hill, Esq. 
3 July J 855 . 




4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



2?. Hill, Esq. 
3. July 1855. 



25. Mr. &!!%.] What increase in the money-order offices has been made 
in the last five years, in the district in question ?— Money-order offices have 
been opened at the following places ; 

DATE OF OPENING. TOWN. 



1851 - 

1862 - 

is’ss - 

isU - 

1865 - 



November 6 - 
December 1 - 

December 4 - 
August 6 - 

DeceiDberl - 
January 1 - 

June 1 •• 



- Ballyragget - 

- Dunlavin 

- Tramore 

- Bonmahon 

- Dunmanway - 

- Schull - 

- Ovoca - 



- Kilkenny. 
Wicklow. 
Waterford. 
Waterford. 

- Cork. 
Cork. 
Wicklow. 



26. Viscount Monde.'] Can you give the Committee an account of any other 
improvements that have been made for the convenience of the public, in the 
post-office department of this district, within the last few years ?--l can ; 1 
have here a list of recent improvements which affect that part or Ireland, 
among others. On the 1st of December last, an earlier departure from Dublin, 
to the extent of 1 h. 20 m. of the day mail on the Great Southern and Western 
Railway, was effected. In order that the English letters, arriving early in the 
morning, might still be forwarded by the day mail, arrangements were made 
for sorting them on the railway from Chester to Holyhead in a travelhng post- 
office, so that they might arrive in Dublin ready to be dispatched without any 
loss of time ; a later departure of the up day-mail, to the extent of 30 minutes, 
was at the same time afforded to Cork, and the other towns on the hne. In 
Ol der to extend the benefit of these arrangements to Waterford, it was necessary 
to make a considerable addition to the payment to the Waterford and Kdkenny 
Railway Company ; the day mail to Waterford was first established m Januaiy 
1852. On the 1st January last, the night mail train, between the Limerick 
Junction and Cork, was accelerated, and a travelling post-office was established 
throughout between Dublin and Cork; an acceleration between Dublin and 
Limerick Junction would not have been beneficial, as most of the branch posts 
are fitted to the down as well as to the up-mails. The apparatus was used at 
the Buttevant, Charleville, and Kilmallock stations, in order to avoid a stop ot 
the train ; this is the first instance of a travelling post-office, or of the use of 
the apparatus, in Ireland. The effect of the whole measure was to give an 
•earlier arrival and later departure of the mail at all the towns in the south- 
west of Ireland ; the benefit to many of the towns west of Cork, such as Bantry, 
Kinsale, Skibbereen, Clonakilty, Dunmanway, &c., being one hour and five 
minutes in each direction. The towns west of Limerick also derived advan- 
tage from the establishment of the travelling post-office, but as the accele- 
ration did not affect them, the gain was not so considerable. A mad car was 
established last year between Kilkenny and Thurles, for the purpose of connect- 
ino- Kilkenny with the night mail trains, on the Great Southern and Western 
Kdlway, and opening a direct night post between Kilkenny and the whole of 
the south-west of Ireland. The last evening train from Carlow and Mhy to 
Kildare was employed last year for improving the communication from Carlow 
and Athy to all the towns in the south and south-west of Ireland which receive 
their post by means of the Great Southern and Western Railway. In the latter 
part of 1853, direct posts were established between Tallow and Youghal, and 
dso between Voughal and Dungarvan, thus connecting Dungarvan with Cork. 
Previous to last year Dungarvan had only a night mail to and from Dubhn, 
which was sent by way of Waterford, and there was no direct communication 
with Clonmel. Arrangements were made for sending the night mail by way 01 
Clonmel, which afforded an earlier arrival and later departure at Dungarvan, as 
well as supplied the direct communication with Clonmel, and at the same time 
a Dublin day mail by way of Waterford was given, which of course kept up 
the direct communication with Waterford, as well as established a second post 



wim x-muim. jj. . , 

27. Can you give the Committee any general statement of the additional 
expense which has been incurred in all these arrangements, within the last few 
rears, by the Post-office ?— That can be made out if the Committee desire it. 
i understand the Committee to confine the statement to the arrangements ot 
which I have now read a list. o v ^ 
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28. Yes, the arrangements affecting these particular districts ? — I will have 
it prepared. 

29. Mr. Scully.'] Can you also furnish an account of the receipts at the 
-different post-offices in the districts referred to? — ^We can give the information, 
but it is necessarily, to a great extent, a matter of estimate, and for this reason, 
that the greater proportion of the postage is now collected, as the Committee 
will be aware, in stamps, and as stamps can be carried from place to place, it 
-does not follow that the receipt at any particular town, accurately represents 
the postage of the letters received at or ffispatched from that town. 

30. Mr. Maguire.] Have you any means of estimating the advantage to the 
.public, in the way of increased correspondence, consequent upon the addi- 
tional arrangements of which you have just spoken ? — There are no means by 
which an estimate can be formed with anything like accuracy. When any 
-extensive change is made, we generally have reports as to the working of the 
arrangements, but the effect upon the correspondence is generally remote ; it 
would be testing the arrangement unfairly if we were to take the immediate 
increase of correspondence, which is probably very trifling, as an indication of 
-the advantages derived therefrom. 

31. You say there are no means of testing that? — We have no means of 
testing it with accuracy ; the circumstances of the case obviously render it 
impossible to apply such a test. 

32. Viscount Monck.] You may not have any means of testing it within a 
particular district, but within the whole of Ireland you can test it ; you can 
•tell the Committee what the expenditure upon the whole plan in Ireland has 
-been, and what the increase of correspondence has been ? — We can state the 
increased number of letters. 

33. Mr. H. Herbert^] Can you tell the Committee how you estimate the 
profits of any particular post-office ; is it by the number of letters registered 
as being received and posted, or by the number of stamps sold? — The most 
accurate mode which is open to us, and that which we have adopted in the 
present instance, is to estimate the total receipt of the office from the letters 
delivered in the place. 

34. Chairman.] By counting the number of letters ? — Yes, by counting the 
•number of letters, and reckoning them at \\d. each, which we know to be 
about the average postage of the letters. 

35. Does that include newspapers and books? — The stamp duty on news- 
papers does not go into the Post-office revenue. 

36. Mr. Barrow.] You receive an account periodically of the number of 
letters delivered in each district? — We count the letters one week in every 
calendar month throughout the kingdom, therefore we have tolerably accurate 
accounts of the number of letters delivered. 

37. Mr. Maguire.] Is not that inconsistent with the answer which you gave 
when I asked you if you had any means of ascertaining the result upon the 
correspondence of those changes. You say there is an accurate account of 
•letters kept in eacli place. Taking that as a test, have you any returns either 
of the increase or decrease of letters in those various districts consequent upon 
those changes ? — We have an account of the increase or decrease of the letters 
at each of the towns in the kingdom. The difficulty is to say how far the 
increase or decrease is attributable to any postal change. I think my state- 
ments are perfectly consistent. It would be quite impossible to say of any given 
increase that so much is owing to the establishment of a particular mail ; part 
would be owing to that cause, and part would be owing, probably, to the gradual 
increase which is always going on, arising from the extension of education, the 
increase of commerce, and other sources of correspondence. 

38. Viscount Monck.] Can you give an account of the number of letters 
conveyed withiri the district before these new arrangements came into operation, 
and the number since, which would meet the question which has been just put 
to you ? — We can have an account compiled showing the total number of letters 
in the district in question, for any period the Committee may direct, com- 
mencing not earlier tlian 1839. We have no continuous accounts earlier than 
that. 

39. Mr. Maguire.] The object of the question is to ascertain whether there 
have been any beneficial results to the public arising I'rom those changes. 
What was the date of the first of those new arrangements ? — I think about 1852. 

0.62. A 3 40. Viscount 
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40. Viscount Monde.'] Then will you prepare an account of the number of 
letters for the last six years for each post town within this district ?— I will. 

And the expenditure ’—That is calling upon us for that which we cannot 



Vide Appendix. 



gire" ' Tate, for instanoe, the cost of a long line of railway ; the Committee will 
see that it is diiScult to say how much of the expense is due to any particular 



town. , , n j • 

42. Mr. Scully.] At what time in the morning must letters be posted m 
Dublin to meet the day-mail ? — Half an hour before the dispatch from the post- 

-A-t what time is that r — Fifteen minutes past eight, I think, letters there- 
fore must be posted by about a quarter before eight o’clock in the morning. 
But those are matters which one cannot carry in one’s recollection ; you will get 
the information better from a subsequent witness. 

44. Viscount MoncL] Can you give the Committee a general statement of 
the Post-ofHce account of revenue and expenditure for Ireland ? — I can give you 
an account for the last three years for Great Britain and Ireland. 'Ihe gross 
revenue for the year 1852 in Great Britain, was 2,246,027 /•, and the expendi- 
ture, 1,1 59,239 L ; the net revenue, 1,086,788 1. In Ireland, the gross revenue 
for the same period, was 196,298 Z.; the expenditure, 192,667/., and the net 
revenue, 3,631 /. For the year 1853, Great Britain, gross revenue, 2,394,132 1 . ; 
gross expenditure, 1,215,014/.; net revenue, 1,179,118/. In Ireland, gross 
revenue, 198,275 /. ; gross expenditure. 203,665 1 . ; there was no net revenue, 
but a deficiency in that year of 5,390/. For the year ending the 31st of 
March 1855 — (the years are not strictly consecutive, a change was made in the 
mode of keeping the accounts, so that a quarter is dropped, but it will not 
affect the result materially)— Great Britain, gross revenue, 2,434,432 /. ; gross 
expenditure, 1,324,679 /.'; net revenue, 1,109,753 /. In Ireland, gross revenue, 
200,904/.; gross expenditure 181,616 /. ; net revenue, 19,288 /. That was the 
year ending the 31st of March last. The average of the three years is as 
follows: Of Great Britain, gross revenue, 2,358,197/-; gross expenditure, 
1 ,232,977/., which is 52 per cent, upon the gross revenue; net revenue, 
1,125,220/.; or 48 per cent, upon the gross revenue. Ireland, gross revenue, 
198,492 /. ; gross expenditure, 192,649 /., or 97 per cent, upon the gross reve- 
nue ; net revenue, 5,843 /., or three per cent, upon the gross revenue. {The 
'Witness delivered in the table.) 

45. Mr. Fagan.] Can you sub-divide that return so as to give the receipts 
and the expenditure in the locality to which reference is made ?— I am afraid 
that would be quite impossible. 

46. Chairman.] Are you aware that that is an unfair account as against 
those particular districts which are referred to in the inquiry before this 
Committee ? — It is an account applicable to the whole of Ireland. 

47. But are you aware that the increase of revenue in those districts is more 
than the average increase of revenue in the entire of Ireland ? x have not 
investigated that point, and cannot speak to it. 

48. Are you aware that in that part of the country the increase has been 

per cent., whereas in the whole of Ireland it is less than three per cent. ? 

it is three per cent. 

4Q. That is the average of all Ireland.- — Yes. 

50 I want an account, if you can give it, which will show that this is an 
unfmr account as against these districts ?— It is not put forward as applicable 
to these districts specially. As I have informed the Committee, it is impossible 
to separate our expenses and assign to each portion of the kingdom the 
expenditure applicable to that portion ; whether the increase of revenue upon 
the expenditure is greater or less in the south of Ireland than in other parts I 
am not prepared to state. 

51.1 think 1 can show from the report of the Postmaster-general, that the 
increase in the three principal towns of the district referred to the Committee 
for inquiry, is greater than the average increase in the entire of Ireland, and 
therefore, when you put in a return showing the average increase of the entire 
of Ireland, it is an unfair account as against these particular towois ? It may 
or may not be according to the fact. 



r ;2 "^I am only iudffing according to the Post-office reports ?— I do not know 
. .. ,1 . . ...X I... alinflpc • there 



what part of the report it is to which the tlonourable Member alludes ; ' 
is a report showing the receipts in certain towns in two years, the account 1 
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liave put in extends to three }^ears, and the increase of which I speak is an ji. Bill, Esq; 

average increase. If you analyse the account in detail, you will find that the 

increase in the net revenue as between 1853 and 1854, is very great indeed for 3 July 1855. 

the whole of Ireland, for in 1853 there was a deficiency of upwards of 6,000 

whereas in 1854 there was a net revenue of upwards of 19,000 Z. That 

increase reckoned upon the gross expenditure would be about 12 per cent. 

for the year for the whole of Ireland, therefore we should be prepared to expect 

that in a comparison of the revenue of any towns which may be selected, the 

increase between 1853 and 1 854 would be very much more than three per cent. ;• 

if such increase has only kept pace with the general increase in Ireland it 

should be about 12 per cent. 

53, Mr. Scully.] I obsen^e that in 1852-53 the gross revenue was 196,298 I, 
and the gross expenditure 192,66? I, comparing that with the year ending 
March 1855 I find the gross revenue 200,904 Z., and the gross expenditure 
181,616/. therefore it appears that the gross revenue has increased by over 
4,000/., whereas the expenditure has decreased from 192,000/. to 181,000/.; 

I wish to know in what way that saving has been effected?— I could not speak 
confidently in reply to that question without a very careful examination of the 
accounts. All accounts of this kind should be received with some sort of dis- 
trust, inasmuch as a statement of expenditure is a statement of actual payments 
within the year, but it may or may not represent exactly the service performed 
in the )^ear; as for instance, the Postmaster-general directs a railway company 
to run certain trains ; the remuneration to the company is rarelj’’ settled imme- 
diately that the service commences, it is usually determined by arbitration, 
perhaps after the lapse of a year or two, or even three or four years occasionally ; 
then we have to pay up a heavy arrear, and the whole of that payment neces- 
sarily appears in the account of the particular year in which it is made. It was 
partly for that reason that I thought I should be conveying information more 
accurately to the Committee if I took a series of three years than if I rested 
the statement solely upon a single year. 

54. The account is still more striking in 1854-55, for, while in Great Britain 
I find the gross expenditure has increased as compared with 1852-53, over 
200,000 /. per annum, in Ireland it has decreased as compared with the same 
period about 11,000 /. per annum r — Yes ; probably very much owing to cir- 
cumstances of the kind I have mentioned. 

55* Mr. Barrow.] Owing to the settlement of disputed accounts which had 
been long pending ?— Yes. I think we had as much as 150,000 1. to pay to the 
Great Western Railway Company early in the year to which you have alluded^ 
which w'ould, of course, swell the expenditure of that year unduly ; the Com- 
mittee will, therefore, see that accounts of this kind can only be taken as ap- 
proximations to the actual receipts and expenditure of the year. 

56. Chaimian.] They are still less to be relied upon as conclusive against 
any particular locality ? — It is so. You can only draw general inferences from 
them. 

T / G it is owing to the paying up of railway accounts. 

1 find, frmn a return moved for by the Member for Derry, giving an account 
ot the uifferent contracts entered into by the Government with the various 
railway companies in Ireland, there has been no change whatever since the 
yeai 1852; therefore, in 1852, 1853, 1854 and 1855, the contracts remaining 
the same, the payments were of course the same in those years. How is that 
consistent with the statement you have made, there having been no change 
made with respect to the contracts ? — Are you not comparing the mileage run 
in the several years ? x 0 o 

58. ISo; the payments made to the different companies as given there? — 

Unless my eyes deceive me, there are great varieties. 

59. There is no difference since the year 1852 ?— That is an account of the 
mileage. 

60. The rate per mile is the rate paid to the companies ? — Yes ; but I am not 
saying that the rate per mile varies ; what I mean is this, that in a particular 
year we may make no payment at all, to a particular company, though a debt 
IS accruing against the office. Then the next year we may not only pay for 
the particular year itself, but for the previous year. 

Cl. Do you consider that a proper w^ay of keeping accounts ? — It is certainly 
-^4 not 
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not a very desirable way, but it is the only way that is open to us. We cannot 
pay a debt until we know what the debt is. 

62 Mr Barrow.l Then the most accurate mode of ascertaining the cost, at 
least as far as the Committee are concerned, would be by judging of the number 
of letters that are transmitted in each case ? — That would be the most accurate 
mode of judging of the receipts, but not of the cost of conveyance ; our receipts 
are made up pretty regularly. ^ 

63. Viscount Moncki] Can you give the Committee the comparative cost^ of 
carrying a letter in England and in Ireland? — ^Yes. Here is a statement, which 
1 will read with the permission of the Committee : “ Comparison between the 
expense of conveying a letter in Great Britain and in Ireland : The gross 
expenditure of the Post-office in Great Britain for the year ending the 31st of 
March 1855, after deducting money-order expenses, was 1,324,668 and the 
estimated number of letters delivered was 402,000,000. The expenditure, there- 
fore, was at the rate of 79 of a penny (or rather more than three farthings) for 
each letter. The gross expenditure in Ireland for the same period, after 
deducting the money-order expenses, was 173,007 1-, and the estimated number 
of letters 41,000,000. or at the rate of UOl d. (or rather more than a penny)for 
each letter. The expense of distributing letters is, therefore, greater in Ireland 
than in Great Britain by nearly 30 per cent.” 

64. Chairman.'] The difference between the cost of transmitting a letter in 
Ireland and in England is owing to the very great amount of letters in England 
over and above those in Ireland ? — I think it is not owing so much to the greater 
number of letters in England, as to the more expensive nature of the service in 

Ireland. ^ -u j- -j- 

65. How do you arrive at the estimated cost of each letter ; is it by aivioing 

the total expenditure by the number of letters r— Certainly. . 

66 Then of course, when there are 402,000,000 of letters divided into the 
cost in England, that reduces the average of each letter very much as compared 
with Ireland?— No doubt, if the expenditure in England were the same as m 



n eiaiiu. . , , . , 

67. A very considerable amount of these 402,000,000 of letters a year which 
is there placed to the credit of England, is in London alone ?— A very consider- 

able portion. ^ -j r 

68. Mr. H. Herbert^ I believe that in many instances the arnounts paid tor 
postal pui-poses to Irish railways are considerably higher than in England ? 
They are ; and that was what made me give the answer just now, viz., that it was 
partly owing to the greater cost of the service. 

69. Have you any reason to think that the railways, in many instances, have 
not dealt liberally with the public in that respect?— I think they have not. 

70. Mr. Maguire^ With respect to American letters, does the English 
department or the Irish department get the credit of the postage upon Ame- 
rican letters received eventuallv in Ireland, sent by the correspondents of Irish 
people in America, by which letters large sums of money are transmitted from 
people in America to people in Ireland t — All postage which is paid in Ireland 
for letters between Ireland and England, or on foreign or colonial letters, goes 
to the credit of Ireland ; but the postage upon a letter between Ireland and 
the United States can be paid either on posting the letter or on its delivery, 
as the person who sends the letter may choose; and such is the case in 
England also. It does so happen that a larger portion of the postage is 
collected in the United States than in the United Kingdom ; the United States 
therefore has to pay over the balance to the United Kingdom ; and, inasmuch 
as the accounts do not admit of that balance being divided between Great 
Britain and Ireland, it does, as you assume, go to the credit of Great Britain. 

71. C/mimmi.] Ireland gets no credit for any portion of that balance?— No. 

72. Mr. Maguire.] Can you give the Committee any idea of what that 
balance has been for the last six or seven years ?— I can. 

74. Can you give it for the period of 10 years?— No, the arrangenient has 
not existed so long. The balance due from America to the United Kingdom, 
for international postage, in 1854, was 23,951 1 . ; of the letters passing between 
the United Kingdom and the United States, about one-third are for Ireland,- 
therefore it would be fair to credit Ireland with one-third of that amount, which 
is 7,984/. But if you adjust the account in one particular, I submit to the 
Committee that it would be right to adjust it throughout; and if such an 

adjustment 
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adjustment is made, then we have certain chai’ges to make against Ireland. R. HU, Escj. 

By arrangement made with the Treasury, many years back, the Post-office has 

to pay, for the conveyance of mails between Chester and Holyhead, a round 3 July 1S55. 
sum of 30,000 /. a year ; that sum far exceeds what would be paid, in all proba- 
bility, under the usual process of arbitration. As far as we can estimate, we 
think that somewhere between 14,000/. and 15,000 I- a year out of the 30,000/., 
that is to say, nearly one-half, may be considered as in e.xoess of the sum 
which would iDe awarded by arbitration ; and one-half of that excess should, 
in fairness, be charged against Ireland. It will be found, therefore, that the two 
terns very nearly neutralise one another ; and the general account, which I have 
laid before the Committee, may therefore be taken as substantially correct. At 
all events, it is not an account against Ireland, for there are other items which 
must be considered, if we attempt to adjust the statement throughout. A very 
large portion, for instance, of the expense of the London establishment, has 
reference to arrangements made in Ireland, but we charge no portion of the 
London establishment against Ireland. Again, the packets plying between 
Holyhead and Kingstown cost the Government 25,000 /. a year; that sum is 
not paid out of the Post-office revenue at all, it is paid by the Admiralty ; 
it is not charged either against England or Ireland ; but if the account was 
adjusted, perhaps one-half of that sura also should be charged against Ireland. 

I therefore think that, for all practical purposes, the Committee may accept the 
account which I have laid before them, one which is, at least, not unfavour- 
able to Ireland. 

My. Liddeli.'] Are not arrangements made in London, and not charged 
to the distant portions of the United Kingdom, which affect those distant 
portions of the United Kingdom ; is not every arrangement for the punctual 
transmission of mails in London calculated to affect the most remote parts of 
the United Kingdom, and yet tliere is no charge made against those remote 
parts of the United Kingdom, because of those arrangements in London ? — 

Exactly. I merely desire to satisfy the Committee, that if we give Ireland 
credit for these items of American postage, to which she is certainly entitled, 
we must debit Ireland with other items in the account, and the consequence after 
all would be to bring out a result very similar to that stated in the account 
itself. 

75. Yiscount Monck.] If you were seeking to adjust the accounts between 
London and any of those remote districts of country to which reference is 
made, you would feel it necessary to charge them with some portion of the 
expenses in London incurred for their purposes ? — Certainly. 

76. But you are not seeking to do that ? — Certainly not. 

77. Chairman.'} If Ireland is only entitled to one-third of the American 
postage, why should she be obliged to pay one-half the expenses upon the 
Chester and Holyhead route ? — Because the expense upon the Chester and Holy- 
head line, over and above what would be awarded by fair arbitration, must be 
considered as a contribution to the maintenance of the route between England 
and Ireland, that is, between London and Dublin ; the arrangement was 
avowedly made with that view. Looking at it as a postal arrangement, and 
seeing that as many letters go one w'ay as the other along that line, it is fair, I 
think, that one-hal'f of the charge should be made against Ireland. 

78. Mr. Liddell.} In consideration of the very' large amount paid to that 
railway, has it never been contemplated by the Post-office as desirable to re- 
open the award ? — We have not the power ; it is a charge made upon the. office, 
as I stated, partly as a contribution to the maintenance of the railway, and it 
was made by Treasiuy authority before the railway was constructed. 

79. Chairman.} In fact the railway could not have been made or could not 
be carried on without it? — I am reminded that the first term of five years for 
w'hich the agreement was made has just expired, and that the future allowance 
is subject to revision under the terms of the Treasury minute. 

80. Mr. IL Herbert.} Have you any similar estimate to that which you have 
given the Committee, showing how the account stands between England and 
Scotland? — No ; we desired to frame such a statement, but it could not be 
made complete. We can give the Committee a statement of the revenue 
collected in Scotland, but -we cannot separate the expenditure of Scotland from 
the expenditure of England. 

8 1 . Can you state why that cannot be done in the same way as with Ireland ? 

0.62. B — Because 
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—Because the whole payments are made direct from the London office for 
Great Britain. In Ireland the accounts are to a great extent kept separate. 
The Committee will be aware that Ireland has had a separate exchequer. 

82. Not since 1816, I think ?— We can separate the expenses for Ireland, and 
you will always find them stated separately in the financial accounts. 

83. Viscount Monck.] Can 3mu tell me, as compared with the correspondence, 
what the comparative mileage" cost of conveying a letter in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland is?— This statement will afford that information. 



[The witness read as follows ;] 

TABLE showing- the Number of Letters delivered in each Division of the United 
the Number of Miles over which the Mails were conveyed by Railway and b, 
Carriage, and the Average Expense, per Mile, of such Conveyance, during the year 



The Table shows (svith the aid of a little ealeulatlon) that, as compared with the correspondence, 
the mileage of Ireland is more than one-third greater than that of Scotland, and more than times 
as srreat as that of England. „ 

The Table also shows, that while the arerago cost, per mile, of ordinary carnage conveyance is 
nearly the same in each division of the United Kingdom, that of Railway eonveyanoe is nearly 
twice as great in Ireland as in England or Scotland. 

84. Ml. H. BerlertA Have you not recently complained of a want of liberality 

on tbe part of many of tbe Irish railway companies in meeting the wants of 
the public for postal arrangements? — We have; I think the account which I 
put in will show that the treatment which the department receives from the 
Irish railway companies, is not, generally speaking, so liberal as trom the 
English and Scotch railway companies. It will be seen that we are paying an 
average mileage in the case of Ireland, nearly twice as great as in the case of 
either England or Scotland. , , , „ j* -i 

8d Are you aware of some instances in which the hours of ordinary railway 
trains would have suited the Post-office to convey hags, in which the railways 
have refused to take the bags at what was considered a fair compensation . 
Many instances have occurred in which companies have refused rates of charge 
which are accepted by English railways. . n 4. 1 

86. I believe in one or two cases, if not more, they have actually taken the 
mails for nothing, sooner than establish a precedent for a lower scale of pay- 
ment, have they not ? — One or two instances have occu^ed in which for a time 
the mails were carried for nothing; what was the motive of the company m 
making that arrangement I cannot say ; of course we do not complain when 
we get our mails carried for nothing. , 1 • u j a 

87 Mr. Liddell.] Have you any reason for supposing that the high demand 
made for postal accommodation by railway companies in Irela,nd, is owing to 
the more crowded state of the Irish lines than the English No, certainly 

^*^88 Sir S Northcote:] Is not the system of arbitration which is provided 
the same in Ireland as in England ?-Yes ; the Aet which relates to arti- 
tration applies to every part of the kingdom; the whole is under the Act of 

^'^89. Has the system of arbitration been applied as commonly in Ireland as in 
England ? — I think it has. 
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90. So that the fact of the charge in Ireland being higher than in England 
is the result of the proceedings of the arbitrators ? — To a certain extent it is ; 
but, generally speaking, we are enabled to make arrangements with the English 
or Scotch companies for using the ordinary trains at low rates, and that without 
resorting to arbitration ; we are not equally successful in Ireland. 

91 . Chairman.'] But have you not in one particular part of this district been 
successful, without going to arbitration at all, in making arrangements for 
conveying the day mail ? — The Waterford and Kilkenny Company, I believe, 
is the one referred to. 

92. When was that ? — We made an arrangement with that company without 
resorting to arbitration, but the rate of charge is comparatively high ; we pay 
that company 6 a mile for a service, which would be obtained in England 
generally far about Zd. 

93. Mr. l‘\ Scully.'] What do you pay the Great Southern and Western of 
Ireland ? — The rates are under arbitration ; 4 s. Qd. a mile for the night mails, 
and 1 5. a mile for the day mails. 

94. How long has that contract been in existence ?— It is not in the nature 
of a contract ; it was determined by arbitration ; and it cannot be re-opened, 
except by an alteration in the hours of the service, in less than three years. 

95. When was it made ?— It is two or three years old, I think. 

q6 . Has there been a new agreement? — Yes, it has been renewed rather 
recently. When the mails upon that line were accelerated, and when the 
travelling- post-of&ce was put on, the company undertook to give us those two 
advantages without anv additional charge. 

07 At the same rate of 4 5. 6 a mile for the night mail, and 1 s. a mile for 

the day mail ?— At the same rate of 4 6 d. and 1 5. The travelKng post-ofhce 

does not run for the day mail. _ , ^ t ..i j- 

08 Mr Fa<ran ] How is the arbitration effected r— In the ordinary way ; 
ea4 ’party appoints an arbitrator; and if the arbitrators do not agree they 



appoint an umpire. . , ^ j- j- *, 0 

09. What is the nature of the evidence they hear in order to adjudicate i- 



That rests with themselves ; they call for any evidence they think proper. 

1 00 Is not that the case with the arbitrators in England ?— Precisely the same. 

101’ How do you account for the arbitrators in Ireland adjudicating for 
an amount so largely over and above the adjudications in England r-I cannot 
sav ; I should have great difficulty in answering that question. 

'102. Mr. F. Scully.] Was the last agreement entered into with the bouthern 
and estern by arbitration or not ?— Not by arbitration. 

103 By a voluntary agreement on the part of the Post-office?— Yes j we 

asked them whether they would give us those advantages without additional 
charge, and they answered in the affirmative. - . ^ ,.1, c .1 a 

104 Are you aware that the total sum of money paid to the Southern and 

Western of Ireland, as compared with the sums of money paid to ah other 
companies in Ireland, is more than four times the amount r— Not so gi*eat ^ 
that' it is very heavy. I cannot be sure whether there are other railways pmd 
at as’high a rie or not. I think there are some that are paid equally high ; 
but the Committee have the return. t i v • -j i,- -u 

105. Chairman.] The Midland Great Western I beheve is paid a very high 
rate ? — Not so high as the South-Western. ... • 1 -i 

106 Is the 45. 6i/. a mile for the double mile.— ^o, it is the single mile. 

07 'Ihen 6 s. per double mile is the payment to the Midland Great 
i onuKricro no-amst 95. of the Southern and Western. 



Western?— Six shillings as against 95. of the Southern t - 

108. Mr. F. Scully.] Are you aware of the Government having refused oners 
from other companies in the same district at one-half the chm-ge now paid to 
the Southern and Western?— The Waterford and Limerick offered to carry the 



niirht mail at precisely half the rate. . 

ion. Can you account for the acceptance in the one case and the refusal m 
the other ?— Yes ; because the mails upon the one line are very important, and 



upon the other line they would he of very little use. .0.1 

^,0. Viscount Monde.] What would he the effect upon the post-office 
revenue of Ireland if you employed that railway of which the Honouiahle 
Member has just spoken I— It would sweep away the whole net revenue. 

ill. Chairman.] How do you make that out?— The cost of using the 
Waterford and Limerick railway at the rates proposed by the company, for 
0.62. B 2 hoth 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



R. Hill, Esq. 
3 July 1855. 




12 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 

li.Hill, Esq. both night and day mails, would amount to upwards of 7,000^. a year; we 

should reduce that to some small extent by withdrawing cars and so forth ; but 

3 July 1855. the balance would exceed the whole net revenue of Ireland. The payment for 
the night mail service would amount to 6,159/. a year, and for the day mail 
service to 1,760/. a year ; the first is at the rate of 2«. 3d., and the second at 
the rate of 9d. a mile, making in all 7,919/. a year, from which is to be 
deducted the two sums of 688/. a year paid for the day mail service between 
the limerick Junction and Limerick, and 558/. a year which would be saved 
towai’ds the expense of the railway service ; the balance would be an increased 
expense of 6,673 1 . a year. 

112. Do you deduct from that 7,900/. the saving of all the other con- 
veyances that you would not require ? — We do. 

113. You would not require the present night conveyance from Limerick 
to the Limerick Junction? — We do not use the railway between Limerick and 
that junction. 

] 14. But you use a coach r — The result is a balance of items. We take away, 
on the one hand, all the carts and cars, and other means of conveyance, which 
would be superseded by the use of the railway, and then, on the other hand, 
we add certain expenses for connecting the post-offices with the railway, because 
the bags of course have to be carried between the stations to the post-offices, 
whereas the carts go at once to the post-offices. 

1 15. But I should like to know, if you can state it to the Committee, what is 
tlm actual amount of saving that can be effected by arrangement with the 
Waterford and Limeiick Railway, for carrying both night and day mails. In 
the first place, you would save the conveyance of the night mail from Limerick 
to the Limerick Junction, which is now carried by coach ? — Yes. 

116. By an arrangement with the Waterford and Limerick Railway for the 
conveyance of the day and night mail, what would be the saving, doing away 
with the present mode of conveyance of both the day and night mail ? — £. 120 
on the day mail, and 654/. on the night mail. 

117. 1'hat is as far as from Limerick to the Limerick Junction is concerned ? 

No ; I am speaking of the day mail and the night mail for the whole 

distance from Limerick to Waterford, the day mail from the junction to 
Waterford, and the night mail for the whole distance. I have given a state- 
ment of the total saving ; the Committee can have in detail, if they desire it, 
an account prepared, showing on one side the saving and on the other the 
gain, including all conveyances which would be superseded ; they are included 
in those sums, but they can be given in detail if the Committee desire it. 

318. Mr. H. Herbert^ I think you stated that the night train coming down 
from Dublin goes as far as the Limerick Junction with the mail ? — The night 
mail train for Limerick does so. 

119. The mail then goes by car or coach to Limerick ? — ^Yes. 

1 20. Is there not a train which meets that night train going on to Limerick ? 
— I cannot say whether there is one at this moment or not ; there was one 
when we withdrew the mail from it, certainly. 

121. What was the reason for withdrawing the mail from the railway at that 
point when there was a train running which suited the arrival of the other ? — 
It was done with a view to economy. 

1 22. Can you state what was the amount demanded by the railway company 
between the Limerick Junction and Limerick, yearly ? — ^The payments were the 
same as on the other part of the line, 4 *•. 6 d. a mile for the night mails. 

123. Am I to understand you that they stood out for the payment of 4s. 6</. 
a mile at the time when they had a train running for their own purposes which 
suited the hours of the Post-office ? — No ; the train was put on in consequence 
of a notice from the Postmaster-general requiring them to put on a train, at 
least 1 believe so ; those are matters which occurred some years back ; I do not 
however think that the company ran the train for their own purposes, but for 
our purposes. 

1 24. That is what I want to understand ? — There is no case of complaint 
against the company in the matter, it was an arrangement made in the Post- 
office. 

125. Do you think, with reference to the arrangement for the night mail from 
Dublin to Limerick, that you have any right to complain of want of liberality 
on the part of the railway company in their demand upon the Post-office 1 — 

No ; 
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No ; we have no right to complain of the railway company, because the whole 
-matter has been settled by arbitration in the usual manner ; we think the award 
was a very high award, but we do not complain of it. 

126. Chairman.'\ I understood a little time ago from you, that the present 
arrangement with the Great Southern and Western is not the result of arbitra- 
-tion, although the payment is the same as the arbitration resulted in? — The 
present arrangement may be considered as in one way the result of arbitration, 
—the award of the arbitrator has been continued, but the company has given 
us more service. 

127. Then, in fact, your arrangement now with the Great Southern and 
Western is not the result of an award, but an arrangement between the Post- 
-office and the company ?— At this moment it is so, as I have stated. 

128. Mr. H. Herbert.'] Would it be a great benefit to the district you have 
spoken of, to the west of Limerick, if arrangements could be made for the 
■transmission of the mail from the Limerick Junction to Limerick by railway r 
—Beyond Limerick itself some advantage would be obtained ; Limerick itself 
•would not be benefited at all, because the letters now reach Limerick quite as 
early, indeed much earlier, than people are ready to receive them. I should 
answer, perhaps, more satisfactorily by stating that the hours in Limerick 
were not disturbed by the arrangement. When we took off the train the letters 
-reached Limerick, and departed from Limerick, I believe, exactly at the same 
hours as before. 

129. Viscount Monck.] You mean that they were delivered in Limerick at 
•the same hour?— Of course they were delivered at the same hour, but I 
believe that the mails actually arrived as early ; at all events, of this I am 
certain, that the rnnils going on from Limerick departed at the same hour as 
before. I am not sure whether we did not reduce the interval in Limerick 
for the mails going on from Limerick, and they alone are interested in the early 
arrival ; they depart at precisely the same time now as they did before the 
change was made. 

1 30. Mr. H. Herbert.] All the district depending upon Limerick, and beyond 
Limerick, would be benefited by the increase of speed between the Limerick 
Junction and Limerick, inasmuch as it would give them their letters much 
-earlier ? — Perhaps you will name a town. 

131. Kilrush ?— That is beyond this line. 

132. Chairman.] Is there any possible arrangement by which the mails to 

Limerick and the mails to Waterford might arrive the evening before, instead 
of arriving three hours after midnight? — No, certainly not, unless 'vve alter the 
hour of departure from Dublin. . r 

133. At what time does the second mail, as I may call it, from London 
larrive in Dublin ; by the second mail I mean that which is dispatched at night ; 
there is a mail dispatched at five o’clock, and a mail dispatched at a later 
hour ? — I believe the latter arrives at half-past nine. 

134. Are you aware that there is a train leaving Dublin at 12 in the day for 

Limerick, for Cork, and for Waterford, and that if those letters were dispatched 
by that train they would arrive early in the evening of that day instead of 
remaining in Dublin as they do at present for the whole day, until a late hour 
at night, and by that means being brought into Limerick and into Waterford 
at three or four o’clock in the morning?— There is no doubt that some 
advantage would be derived if, in addition to the existing mail, we employed 
the train which the honourable Chairman names ; but if we were to witlidraw 
the present night mail in consequence of using that particular train, then I 
should fear that the interests of Limerick and Waterford would suffer by the 
arrangement. I was considering the question as regarding the^ substitution of 
one mail for another, but the honourable Chairman speaks, I think, of an addi- 
tion to the existing mails. Much will depend upon the manner in which the 
case is put. . i 

135. Mr. F. Scully^ As to the day mail from Dublin to Clonmel, are you 
aware there is a cart which brings the mail to Clonmel i — Yes. 

136. Are you also aware that there is a daily communication by railway 

between Clonmel and Goolds Cross ? — Yes. ... 

137. Are you aware at what hour the day mail is delivered at Clonmel : 

138. At what hour does the day mail go out of Clonmel in the morning? ■ 

At 10,10. ^ 
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139. Are you aware at what time the trains go in and go out of Clonmel in 
the morning ? — The trains give an advantage of about one hour each way, as 
compared with the mail ; they arrive at two and go out at 11 ; a gain of about 
an hour each way might be obtained by using the railway. 

140. Both ways ; that is, going out in the morning, and coming in in the 

afternoon, so that the letters might be delivered at two instead of three, and 
leave at 11 instead of 10 ? — Yes. . , j x 

1.^1. Do not you consider that the arrival of letters at three in the day to 
men of business ■'in a town like Clonmel, is perfectly useless ?— I cannot admit 
that it is useless by any means ; a delivery at two is better than a delivery 

at three. , , , , 

142. Letters might be delivered at Clonmel at two 0 clock, whereas they are 
now delivered at three ?— The mail arrives at three. 

143. At what hour are they delivered ?— That is unimportant, because for 

the comparison, of course you may take the time of arrival ; the arrival in one 
case is three, under the other arrangement it would be two ; therefore, what- 
ever the hour of delivery at present may be, it would be an hour earlier under 
the arransement you contemplate. _ 

144. By a recent arrangement, the day mail leaves Dublin an hour earlier 

than it used ? — Yes. _ ^ ^ ^ . a 

I4.V Consequently that mail would arrive m Clonmel at one 0 clock instead 
of two '—No ; the arrival of the present day train is continued at two. 

14b. If the train leaves Dublin an hour earlier, it is an hour earlier all along 
the line? — But we are now speaking of the time of arrival according to the 
present hour of departure. , u 

] 47. But could it not be arranged with the company that they should arrive 
in Clonmel at one o’clock ? — I think not. -r, -ut o 

148. An hour earlier than they used to do before the change from Dublin ?— 
But two o’clock is an hour earlier than they used to do. 

149. No. I think you stated that, before the change was made, they arrived 
at Clonmel at two o’clock in the day ; since that an arrangement has been made 
to leave Dublin an hour earlier?— They must come away after the arrival from 
Cork, as well as after the arrival from Dublin, and therefore an acceleration 
from Dublin only will not give you what you want ; the departure from the 
junction must be after the arrival from Cork, as well as after the arrival from 

Mr. Fagan:] What do you pay per mile for the day mail conveyed by 
the Southern and Western Railway ? — One shilling each way. 

151. The Post-office regulates the hours of departure of the trains that take 
the mails— The Postmaster-general has power, under the Act, to regulate the 
hour, and when he so regulates the hour, of course we expect to pay a larger- 

^^52. That is an element taken into consideration in the evidence before the 

arbitrator? — No doubt of it. . • i xu 

153. Mr. F. Scully:] Is there any railway company in England to which the 
Post-office pay 4 6 <?. per mile?— It is impossible in njany cases for us to say 

what we pay for each mail separately; the umpire frequently makes his award, 
directing that we shall pay a certain sum per day, or a certain average rate of 
mileage. When that is the case, we cannot separate it ; we cannot say how 
much we pay for the night mail, and how much for the day mail. In the par- 
ticular case of the South-Western Railway of Ireland, the award directed that 
we should pay 4.s. Qd. a mile for the night mail, and 1 i‘. for the day mail. 
I think it is not impossible that there may be instances in England in which 
we pay at as high a rate as that which we pay in Ireland for the South-Western 
mail but, for the reasons which I have given, I cannot say. 

1 54 Mr. Fagan:] But, in point of fact, if the Post-office had not consented 
to pay As. 6 d. a mile for that night mail, the South-Western would not have 
run the night mail at all ?— The companies have no choice in the matter ; if 
the Postmaster-general issues orders the companies must run the mails ; the 
rate of payment is settled afterwards. _ 

155. Ihe rate of payment is settled by the expenditure less the receipts .' 

That is entirely in the breast of the umpire ; we have no means of ascertaining 
how he arrives at his conclusion. , x 

156. Ur.F.Scullg.] That was not the case with the Dublin andSouth-Western, 
as there was no award ? — Originally there was an a-Vi’ard; upon the new arrange- 
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ment we might have opened the case and had a fresh award, but as the company 
•were willing to perform additional service, the Postmaster-general 'was willing 
to continue the old rate of payment. 

157. Chairman.] Is the Post-office taking any other _ steps or means ot 
coming to a satisfactory conclusion as to the mileage which ougiit to be paid 
to the railways, either by a commission, or inquiries of any sort ?— The Post- 
office have made several attempts to have the matter arranged more satisfac- 
torily; but Parliament has not thought proper to alter the law. But on the 
recommendation of a Commission which sat last Session, of which Mr. Wilson 
Patten was the chairman, a Commission has been appointed by the Treasury 
to report as to what rate of payment would, under a variety of circumstances, 
be fair, and this has, I presume, been done with a view to such use being made 
of the Report as the Legislature may think right. 

158 Mr. Liddell.] I believe that those Commissioners have not as yet arrived 
at anything like a satisfactory result, have they r -They have not yet reported, 
as far as I am aware. • r. x 

159. Have they not discontinued their inquiry ? — I am not aware in what 
state the matter now stands ; sometime ago I heard tliat they had not commenced 
the inquiry, but what is the present state of things I do not know. 

160. Chairman.'] Does that inquiry extend to Ireland?— It extends to the 

whole kingdom. , i u.u i 

161. Mr. Maguire.] I think you said something to the effect that the rule 
which regulates the Post-office in its determination whether it will give an 
additional accommodation to a certain district or not, is whether it will pay 
or not ; is that so ? — That is the rule certainly, but a rule followed in a liberal 

^ 162. Is it the case in many parts of England, that if an application be made 
for additional accommodation, you do not entirely tie yourselves up to the test 
of whether it will pay or not ?— -The rule is precisely the same and the applica- 
tion of it precisely the same in England as in Ireland. 

163. Do you mean to say, that in all cases, if upon calculation you find it 
•will not pay, you then determine to refuse the application for additional 
accommodation ?— Of course matters of this sort never can be determined wath 
absolute accuracy. You cannot by any process of calculation determine what 
increase of revenue will result from affording additional facilities ; but by 
practice we get a pretty correct notion of what will be the result ; if the 
additional convenience afforded to the public is large, then we expect a consider- 
able augmentation of correspondence ; if the additional convenience is small, 
then we expect only a small increase of correspondence and we estimate the 
expense ; that we can determine much more accurately than the increased 
revenue ; we compare the two, and, as I stated, the Postmaster-general invariably 
gives the public the advantage of any doubt upon his mind. 

164. In some cases in England, even when it is made clear according to the 
calculation, be that calculation strictly accurate or not, that it will not pay, but 
at the same time there will be a great public benefit rendered, do not the Post- 
office frequently grant the required accommodation to the district.— We do 
sometimes, whether in England or Ireland, depart from the rule. 

165. Do you not do that very often in England? — Not more so than in Ire- 
land ; indeed not so often in England as in Ireland. j r, • 

166. Ought not the rule to be more liberally acted upon in Ireland than m 
England, taking all things into consideration - —Whether it ought or not may 
be doubtful ; but there is no doubt that it is more liberally acted upon in Ireland 

than in England. j -u xi -ox 

167. But ought not one of the circumstances to be considered by the Post- 

office to be, whether there would be a great public benefit rendered, though 
that might be altogether independent of the result of an increase in the cor- 
respondence ? — I think not. . • j -u xu 

168. Might not a great number of persons be greatly inconvenienced by the 
advantage being withheld from them which the public in another district 
obtained? — I think the establishment of a single daily post to any place ot 
importance should be given, whether the result is or is not profitable to the 
revenue, and we act upon that view. But when ive have to consider the question 
of an additional post, a second post, or a third post, or a direct post, instead ot 
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an indirect post by using lines which were previously employed, then we look 
more narrowly into the question of profit and loss ; and I think the Com- 
mittee will see that the profit to the revenue, dependent as it necessarily is upon 
the increase of correspondence resulting from the increased facilities afforded, 
is a very good index of the value of those facilities. On the whole I think wc 
cannot have a better test than that which we usually apply. 

169. Will you state to the Committee your opinion as to the best mode of 
compelling railways, or inducing railways, to give their services for a fair 
equivalent ? — Perhaps the Committee will allow me to refer to evidence which 
has been already given by myself upon that question, and which might be made 
part of this Committee’s evidence. I will go into the question, if it be desired ; 
but I w’ent into it very fully about two years ago, I think, before the Committee 
of which Mr. Cardwell was the chairman, and I gave further evidence last year 
upon the same question. If the Committee desire it, I am quite ready to go 
into the question again. 

170. If you will be good enough to give your owm ideas upon the matter,, 
then we can refer to the particular evidence to which you point our attention r 
— I think it is very desirable that the Legislature should in all cases, where it 
can, lay down mileage rates. 1 think that in respect of all trains which the 
companies run for their own purposes, there would be no injustice in the 
Legislature saying that the Postmaster-general shall have the right to use 
those trains for the conveyance of the mails at fixed mileage rates, in pro- 
portion to the weight of the mails carried ; that would be of very great 
assistance to us. At present we are obliged to bargain as well as we can. 
in such cases, and it very frequently happens that the Postmaster-general 
is debarred from affording important convenience to the public, because a, 
company refuses to accept a rate of payment which would be highly remu- 
nerative, but which they probably think is less than they can get by 
holding out ; such an arrangement as that now suggested w^oiild get rid of 
great part of our difficulty. But the difficulty -would still remain, in respect of- 
those more important mails, regarding which the Postmaster-general determines 
the hours at which the trains shall start, the speed at which they shall run, 
the places at which they shall stop, and so on. I am inclined to think that 
the present mode of dealing with such cases, namely, by arbitration, is 
probably the best that can be adopted: but I think that the Legislature would 
assist very much if they laid down general principles to guide the arbitrators. 
The mode which I myself recommended in the evidence to which I have referred 
was, that the Legislature should direct that the arbitrators should first of all 
declare what was the bare additional cost to the compan}' of running the parti- 
cular train, and then that they should add to that cost a certain per-centage, 
which might be named in the Act of Parliament, as the profit to the com- 
pany, deducting from the total a certain fraction, I think I suggested a fifth 
of the earnings of the train in passenger or other traffic. That was, I believe, 
the arrangement I proposed. If this were done then the Postmaster-general 
would be relieved of a very great difficulty. It is veiy important for the- 
])ublic convenience that when a railway is opened the Postmaster-general' 
.should at once put the mails upon that railway, without stopping to make a 
bargain with the company ; and if the rates were fixed by law, to the extent 
which I propose, then we should af once be able to determine whether the 
mails were or were not of sufficient importance to justify the expenditure. At 
present we have not only the doubt, which is altogether unavoidable, as to the 
increase of the revenue that will result from affording the additional facility ; 
but we have the still greater doubt as to the rate of remuneration to the com- 
pany. One arbitrator may award one sum, in one case, and another arbitrator" 
twice as lai*ge a sum in another. 

171. Mr. Barrow.'] Are the Committee to understand that you find from’ 
experience that the arbitrators who had been engaged upon different occasions- 
have awarded very different rates? — ^Very different rates indeed. 

1 72. They do not appear to be guided by any general rule ?— We have no 
means of judging by what circumstances they are guided. 

J73. Chairman.] They are guided, 1 suppose, hy the evidence brought 
before them ? — I have no doubt that the umpires act conscientiously in the 
matter. I should be very sorry to he understood as throwing the slightest 
<loubt upon their perfect conscientiousness. But the result is, as we find by 

practice, 
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practice, that one gentleman, under certain circumstances, will award a 
certain rate of payment, and another, under precisely similar circumstances, 
a very different rate of payment. 

174. Sir S. Northcott.~\ Is it your opinion that it would be desirable to have 
for the Post-office an officer who should alwaj^s conduct the negotiation for the 
Government ?— The Post-office has always had the aid of a scientific gentle- 
man, who has been their arbitrator. Recently the Postmaster-general has had 
two arbitrators ; one an engineer and the other a lawyer, because it sometimes 
happens that legal questions are opened. That arrangement is a temporary 
one, sanctioned by the Treasury as an experiment. I believe that the Post- 
master-general considers that it has worked very satisfactorily. 

175. Mr. Liddell] Is it not the case that a very great number of railway 
companies have already acceded to that arrangement to which you have 
alluded, namely, allowing the Government to use the trains which are i*unning 
for their convenience for the conveyance of mails r — There are many instances 
in which the companies, for the payment of a certain sum per annum, have 
given us the use of all their trains. 

176. Have you not observed that that sum has not varied very much ; it is 
pretty nearly the same rate throughout, is it not ? — We generally enter into an 
agreement for a term of years, and then it cannot vary with regard to the 
particular company ; but whether the payments to one company are at the same 
rate per mile as to another, I am not prepared to say, because the amount of 
mileage is continually varying. 

177. Mv. Maguire.] Considering that the Great Southern and Western get 
4 s. 6 t?. a mile for the night trains, is not this demand of 2s. 3d. by the 
Limerick and Waterford railway considered very fair i — It is no doubt a com- 
paratively low demand, but the question still remains whether it would be wise 
on the part of the Postmaster-general to pay even that low sum for the con- 
veyance of the mail ; it may be a very fair sum for the Company to ask, but a 
very extravagant one for the Postmaster-general to pa,y. 

178. But taking all the circumstances into consideration, so far as that 
company is concerned, is it not a very fair offer as things are in Ireland f ^The 
2 s. 3 c?. is a low offer, but the 9 d. for the day mail is a high offer. ^ 

179. Mr. Fagan.] You stated that there has been a considerable improvement 
in postal accommodation by the recent establishment of railways ?— Yes. 

180. Can you give the Committee a return of the towns in this district where 
the postal accommodation has been diminished by the recent establishment of 
railways? — We can make such a return. 

181. I have before me a letter from Mitchelstown, in the county of Cork ; 
the writer says, “ Before the railway was established we had two mails every 24 
hours from Dublin, and could post letters up to 9 ^ p. m. to reach either Cork 
or Dublin next day ; whereas now, we have only one deliveiy, and are obliged 
to post all letters (even for Fermoy, eight miles off) at 6 ^ p.m.” I wish to 
know whether you can give the Committee a return of the various towns in 
this district which are injured rather than served by the establishment of rail- 
ways for postal accommodation? — We could give in a list of all places which 
have to post their letters for Dublin, or any other towns, at an earlier hour than 
formerly ; perhaps that is what is meant ; whether they are injured upon the 
balance of the several advantages and disadvantages it would be difficult to 
determine. 

1 82. There are some towns, for instance, which the letters posted in Coric or 
in Dublin reach at a much longer interval now by reason of this railway accom- 
modation than formerly, when they had coach accommodation ? — Any extensive 
alteration in tiie routes of the principal mail is likely to produce inconvenience 
as regards certain places, because ihe alteration of the line may divert the 
mails from those particular places. 

183. I wish the Post-office to give the Committee a retui-n of those towns, 
with a view to consider how this injury could be remedied ? — The place named 
in the letter is not a post town, it is a sub-post, and is dependent upon Mallow 
for its mails ; we can give the Committee, without any very great difficulty, a 
statement in respect of all post towns ; perhaps that would serve the purpose. 

1 84. We have it in evidence, that the revenue in Ireland has considerably 
increased within the last year? — Somewhat increased. 

185. You are governed in affording postal accommodation by the increase 

of the revenue ?—Y’es. . 
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jR. Hill, lisq. 186. Seeing that the Irish revenue has increased, and that we have reason to 

believe that the increase is in this very district, we wish to ascertain whether 

3 July 1855. we could recommend an increase of accommodation in those places? — The 
Committee will bear in mind that I cautioned them against resting their 
judgment upon any one year ; it may be, that everything continuing as it now is, 
the next year may show a very small net revenue, because of the fluctuations 
which I have described. X think you cannot safely assume that the apparent 
net revenue of the last year, as shown by that account, was really so large as it 
appears to be. I think it is not safe to rest upon an account for a particular 
year, though you may safely rest upon an account for three years. 

1 87. Mr. F. Scully.'] Can you give a list of the number of towns in this 
district where communications and answers to letters now require three days, 
which, in the former state of things, before railways were established, required 
only two days ; towns such as Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel : what is the mode 
of communication by post between those two towns? — There is a mail car, 
which runs from Clonmel to Carrick-on-Suir. I am afraid if we attempted to 
make a return it would mislead. 

1 88. Mr. Maguire.'] By the returns of the receipts which you have given the 
Committee, I find there is a steady increase for those three years ; and if I 
might judge by those returns, showing that there is a steady increase in the 
receipts of the Irish Post-office, I might calculate, taking all things into con- 
sideration, that there will be a steady increase for the future, inasmuch as 
the country is improving, and inasmuch as you said that the increased educa- 
tion of the people must necessarily operate upon the returns by causing 
increased correspondence ? — No doubt. 

i8p. Under those circumstances, would there be anything wrong in the Post- 
office’ incurring additional expenditure, inasmuch as, taking all things into con- 
sideration, there would be an additional revenue ?— There is no doubt that you 
may look with confidence as to an increase in the gross receipts : the doubt is, 
as to the net receipts. 

igo. I think your statement was to this effect, that considerable improve- 
ments have taken place within the last 12 months, for which you wish to take 
credit ?— Not within the last 12 months, within the last 12 years. 

191. I am now speaking of within the last 18 months? — Yes. 

192. By the return for the year 1853-54 the gross expenditure was 203,665 1 . } 
—Yes. 

193. Notwithstanding all those improvements which you say were made, 
the gross expenditure, up to 1855, I think you said was 181,616/.? — Yes; 
for the last year that is the total payments ; but, as I have already explained, 
those do not necessarily represent the total expenditure. 

194. There is one thing clear, that the postal revenue in Ireland is steadily 
increasing ? — The gross revenue is certainly. 

1 95. Steadily increasing year by year ? — It is, throughout every part of the 
kingdom, I am happy to say. 

196. During the last year, and the year before, and the year before that? — 
Yes ; I believe there has never been an exception to that rule since the 
establishment of the penny postage ; the gross revenue of each year has, I think, 
been invariably greater than the gross revenue of the preceding year 

197. And as trade, and commerce, and the intelligence of the people, and all 
those matters which affect the increase are developed, of course the gross 
receipts will also increase ? — No doubt. 

198. Therefore under those circumstances is it not the duty of the Post-office 
to expend whatever is necessary for the public convenience, being sure that 
eventually they will be paid ? — No, I am afraid we cannot look with certainty 
to that result ; every reasonable expenditure should be incurred, and we hold 
that it is already incurred in serving this particular district. Additional 
expenses have been incurred very recently, for though the company carry mails 
at the same rate now as before, yet the establishment of the travelling post- 
office involves considerable expenses which are independent of the charges of 
the company ; highly paid clerks are employed to sort the letters upon the 
line, and expenses of various kinds are constantly arising. 

1 99. Do you find as the result, in many instances, of increased facilities given 
to the public, that there is an increase in the correspondence ? — Certainly. 

200. Might 
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200. Might we say that that almost happens invariably ? — 'Almost invariably ; R. Hill, Esq. 

but the increase of correspondence will be larger or smaller in proportion to 

the increase of convenience, as you are aware. 3 -July 1855- 

201. Ought it not to be the object of the Post-office to give the utmost 
facilities to'the public, inasmuch as those facilities increase the intercourse of 
the public ? — ^Within moderate limits undoubtedly. 

202. Why, when the experiment has never failed to produce the desired 
result, should it be confined within what you please to call moderate limits ? — 

For this reason, that though increased facilities invariably afford increased cor- 
respondence, yet, unless we proceed cautiously, the cost of those increased 
facilities may very greatly outrun the produce of the increased correspondence. 

If, for instance, we were to grant facilities at a cost of 1,000 1. a year, which 
produced a correspondence yielding only 100^. a year, that I should call an 
injudicious ai-rangement. 

203. Unless there were some counterbalancing public advantage ? — The 
increased correspondence is the advantage ; that is our meter for estimating the 
advantage to the public ; and I think the Committee will see it is a very cor- 
rect test. 

204. Mr. H. Htrhert^ I see upon this map a number of blue and green lines, 
the blue lines representing the mail car roads, and the green the stage coach 
roads? — Ves. 

205. Has there not been a system going on for some years of substituting, in 
the south of Ireland, cars running at an inferior rate of speed, for the old mail 
coaches ? — To a certain extent that has been done where the correspondence 
is small as compared with the expense. The truth is, that in Ireland coaches 
had been established under circumstances where they would not have been 
employed in England, and the mistake thus made has, to a certain extent, been 
corrected of late years. 

206. Then that correction involves giving the conveyance of the mail at a 
very inferior rate of speed to that at which it was carried some years ago ? — In 
some instances that is the result unquestionably. 

207. Are the instances very numerous: — I think not ; there may, perhaps, 
be several instances in which the mails are carried at an inferior rate ; but 
whenever we make an arrangement of that kind, we, if possible, couple it with 
an acceleration elsewhere, perhaps upon the main line of railway, which com- 
pensates for the reduced speed of the cars. 

208. Chairman.] Are you aware whether there is any arrangement at all with 
the Waterford and Limerick Railway, for the conveyance of the mails, except 
the day mails from the Junction to Limerick ? — No, that is the extent to which 
the line is used at present. 

209. How are the mails conveyed from Waterford to Garrick, Clonmel, Clare, 

Cahir, and Tipperary ?~I must ask leave to refer you to another witness for 
those details. 

210. Mr. F. Scully.'] Is not the mode of conveyance by one-horse cars, in 
many parts of Ireland, where large sums of money are conveyed through the 
medium of the post bags, a very unsafe mode of conveyance, and very often 
causes serious loss of property ? — We have no means of knowing what are the 
contents of the mails, but I do not remember any loss of a njail in Ireland. 

21 1. Did you not hear, in the course of the last two years, of several losses 
sustained in the conveyance of the mail bags between Goold s Cross and Clon- 
mel? — I do not remember the circumstance of the loss of any bags; it is 
frequently alleged that letters have been lost in the course of circulation, but 
the loss of a bag is a thing almost unknown. 

2 1 2. Did not it come to your knowledge that a carman got lost in the great 
snow which we had in Ireland last winter, and that the bags were lost, and 
were afterwards found by two countrymen, and brought into the town of 
Cashel ? — I think I remember that ; but the bags in that case were not lost. 

213. No, because they happened to be afterwards found r — Last winter was 
a very severe winter, and interrupted the progress of the mails in almost every 
part of the kingdom, and caused a great deal of confusion ; but I do not remem- 
ber that it caused any absolute loss. 

214. Chairman.] It interrupted the progress of the mails conveyed by 
carts? — Yes; and it interrupted the progress of the mails conveyed by 
railway. 

0.62. c 2 215. Have 
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215. Have you any experience of the Waterford and Limerick Railway? — 
No ; but I presume there is nothing peculiarly advantageous connected with 
that line. 

216. That railway passed its trains uninterruptedly during the winter- — 
Last winter was a very extraordinary winter ; but I think it would be a very 
extravagant thing, upon the part of the Post-office, to employ railways instead 
of cars, simply with the view of avoiding so remote a contingency as the 
interruption of the mails from so severe a winter as the last. 

217. Mr. jP. Scully.] What is the difference of expense in conveying mails 
by cars and coaches? — It varies very extensively; the charges by cars are 
variable, and the charges by coaches are very vai’iable, therefore it is difficult 
to compare them ; but the rule is to take the cheapest conveyance, whether 
coach or car ; we have no preference either for cars or coaches. 

218. Chairman.'] I suppose the cheapest, in that case, is the worst? — The 
small mails are usually carried, w hether in Ireland or in England or in Scotland, 
by one-horse carriages. 

2 i g. Mr. F. Scully.] Do you consider the mails between Dublin and the very 
large and important towns of Clonmel and Carrick-on -Suir small mails ?— All 
the mails to or from Clonmel are small ; indeed there is scarcely such a 
thing as a large mail in the whole of Ireland, compared with what we call large 
mails here in England ; the whole correspondence of Ireland is less than that 
of the London district post. 

220. Mr. H. Herbert:] Do you anticipate that, if your suggestions were 
adopted with reference to arbitration in the case of the conveyance of mails by 
railway, you would be able to give greater facilities to the south of Ireland in 
the conveyance of mails, by availing yourselves of the present railways ? — Yes; 
if we had freer use of the railways, I think we should; but it is a balance of 
advantage. Suppose, for instance, the Limerick and Waterford Railway Com- 
pany w'ould carry the day-mail at a moderate rate, for example, 2 c?. a mile, or 
something like that, my own impression is, that it would be advantageous to 
the district to transfer the mail to the railway, and have it so conveyed ; but it 
is by no means a clear case, that we should not injure the district rather than 
benefit it. I know that some of the officers in the establishment who have 
gone into the matter more fully than I have, are of opinion that it would not 
be advantageous to the district to have the mail carried by railway, even if we 
disregarded the question of expense. I am assured, with reference to a ques- 
tion put just now, that the day -mail to Limerick by the railway was wholly 
interrupted one day, and that the night-mail by coach was never wholly inter- 
rupted for 24 hours in the course of the last winter. 

221. Chairman^ Was that the result of accident ?— I suppose on account of 
the snow. Instances have, 1 think, occurred in which railway mails in the north 
of Scotland have been stopped for a week. 

222. Mr. Maguire.] How many instances on the other side have you, of cars 
carrying the mails, being obstructed by the snow ? — I cannot say ; but if there 
be any advantage as regards liability to obstruction in favour of railway mails, 
it is very small, and not such as to justify any increase of expense. 

223. Mr. H. Herbert.] You dovetailed your answer with regard to one 
question into two. With regard to the comparative merits of railways and cars 
for carrying mails, I suppose the Committee are scarcely to understand you to 
say, that as a general rule, although there may be some exceptions, it is not more 
convenient to carry mails by railways than by cars r — Certainly, as a general 
rule, it is better to cany them by railway ; but nothing is more complex thati 
the circulation of the Post-office. You cannot safely act upon general rules in 
all cases ; general rules will commonly guide you right, but you must look 
carefully to the particular circumstances of every case, otherwise you may 
make very serious mistakes in following out general rules. However, all other 
things equal, that railway conveyance is superior to conveyance by any other 
means, nobody can doubt for a moment. 

224. Then speaking generally, is it your opinion that if either your sug- 
gestions were adopted, or some other suggestion which would give you a mode 
of dealing equitably with the railways in the south of Ireland, advantages 
could be extended to the public ? — No doubt of it ; there is no doubt that ^we 
could afford considerable additional facilities, as we have done in those districts 
in which the companies have given us the use of all their trains. 

225. Chairman.] 
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225. Chairman.'] Have you met with any other instance in which the use of 
railways has injured the correspondence of the country? — That is a matter of 
detail which I cannot speak to from recollection. We can pick out cases by 
referring to the documents, and if you desire to have that done, it shall be 
done. If the Committee have no objection to state those cases in which any 
party thinks that injury has been done, of course that will narrow the inves- 
tigation . 

226. Have you anything further which you wish to state to the Committee? 
— No, nothing further occurs to me. 



VeneriSi 6° die Julii, 1855 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 
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Mr. Henry Herbert. 
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Sir Stafford Northcote. 



Mr. Barrow. 
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Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. F. Scully. 



THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., in the Chair. 



Mr. Joseph Fisher, called in ; and Examined. 

227. Chairman^ YOU reside in Waterford ? — Ido. 

228. You have been acting as secretary for some time to a postal committee 
for the purpose of representing the postal arrangements to the Postmaster- 
general ? — Yes. 

229. I believe you are also proprietor of one of the local newspapers r — Yes. 

230. Can you state, from your knowledge, what are the postal arrangements 
between Waterford and Clonmel? — There are two mails, if we may call them 
two ; one is a direct mail car that leaves Waterford at half-past 4 in the after- 
noon ; the post-office closes at 4 o'clock for the receipt of letters, and it reaches 
Clonmel at about 8 o’clock, and passes on from thence to Goold’s Cross, where 
it meets the railway. There is another, which the Post-office call a mail; 
an order exists that any letters that arrive ibr Clonmel, or that are posted for 
Clonmel after the dispatch of this mail, are to be sent up to Dublin, and to 
come down the next day ; but we do not look upon that as a mail at all. 
The letters for Dublin leave at 7 . 20 . o’clock in the evening ; they go up to 
Dublin that night, and come down to Clonmel the next day, arriving in Clonmel, 
I think, about 3 o’clock. 

231. You mean that the regular direct mail from Waterford to Clonmel is 
dispatched from Waterford at half-past 4 in the afternoon ? — Yes. 

232. And that any letters posted afterwards for Clonmel are sent forward by 
the Dublin mail that evening? — Exactly so. The particulars are given in a 
return made by the Post-office. If the Committee wish for the exact hour, I can 
give it as stated officially. 

233. Perhaps you will state it from the return r — The Post-office state that the 
first dispatch to Clonmel is at 4.30 p.m. ; that is the direct car ; and they also state 
that there is a second dispatch at 10 minutes alter 7 ; and the Post-office descrip- 
tion of the second mail is “ by mail car from Waterford to Maryborough, and by 
railway thence to Dublin ; by railway from Dublin to Goold’s Cross, and by mail 
car from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel that is the information the Post-office have 
given us. 'ihat last mail occupies 21 hours and 15 minutes, according to the 
Post-office return. 

234. Sir S. Northcote.] At what hour does it reach Clonmel? — About 
3 o’clock in the afternoon. 

. 235. Viscount Monde.] That is only for letters posted between 4 and 7 in the 
afternoon r — Yes. 

0.62. c 3 236. Chairniaji.] 
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fUrJ. Fuller. 236. Chairmn.] You now quote from the return laid before the House of 
— Coimnons by the Post-ofScer — Yes. 

6 July 1855. 237. Mr. Barrom.} I understood you to say that the direct post from 

Waterford to Clonmel leaves at half-past 4 t Yes. 

238. Viscount Aftmci.] What time does the 4.30 mad arrive at Clonmel?— 

At about 20 minutes after 8. u n ■ 

239. Mr. Barrow.'] So that the second dispatch, in fact, carries letters put in 

between 4 and 7 at Waterford to Clonmel 4 or 5 hours earlier the next day 
than they would arrive if they waited for Ihe regular dally mail ?— Yes, With 
regard to the second dispatch, I should, perhaps, now explain to the Committee 
ho°w that affects the district . It will be seen on the map, that to the south of 
Waterford there are the towns of Tramore, Dunmore, Passage, and Woodstown, 
and the mails from those towns do not arrive in Waterford until after the 4 
o'clock mail is made up and gone out, , 

340. Viscount .WoMc/t.] That is after the dispatch to Clonmel has gone ?— Yes. 

241. Do you suppose that there is a great deal of correspondence going on 
between those four towns and Clonmel ?— I believe all the correspondence between 
Waterford and the south of Ireland goes out by the Clonmel mail. 

242. But is there a great deal of communication by letter between Clonmel 
and those four places you mentioned ?— I do not know what is meant by a great 
deal • there is a constant communication, but it does not merely embrace Clon- 
mel • what I say about Clonmel applies to the whole correspondence between 
the south of Ireland with those four towns, and Waterford ; all our correspondence 
from that district with the south of Ireland, after reaching Clonmel, continues 
to Goold’s Cross ; it meets the down train from Dublin, and it brings dovvn the 
whole correspondence, which includes the whole of .Munster, the county Water- 
ford, county Cork, county Kerry, county Tipperary, and county Limerick. 

243 Chairman.] The direct mail from Waterford to Clonmel conveys all the 
correspondence from Waterford and Clonmel to the other towns, west, as tar as 
Limerick or Clare, or Kerry, south-west ?— All our correspondence for the south 
of Ireland leaves Waterford by the car that goes in the first instance to Clonmel, 
but this car does not stop at Clonmel : it goes on to a place called Goold’s Cross, 
and at Goold’s Cross it meets the down night mail on the Great SouUiern and 
Western line, which takes it on, and the mails for Limerick and Clare are 
t-aken oft' at tlie Junction and go by coach from the Junction to Limerick. 
For Kerry they go on to Mallow, and are taken off there by the car from the 
railwav ; for Cork and part of the county of Cork south, they go on all the way 
to Cork ; those lor Youghal are continued on from Cork by a^car. those for 
I)uno-iirvan proceed by car ; they reach Clonmel at 8 o’clock in the evening, 
rematn there all night, and are sent on to Dungaryan by a car in the morning; 
for Capiioquin and Lismore they go through Cahir, and they are continued on 
by a mail car; so that a letter from Tramore to Dungarvan, for instance, comes 
into Waterford at 5 o’clock; the Clonmel mail has gone out at half-past four; 
thathtter has to remain in Waterft.rd until the next day, unless it is sent round 
bv Dublin ; and if it is sent round by Dublin it does not reach Dungarvan till 
the same time as it would if it remained in Waterford until the next gening, 
and were sent from Waterford to Clonmel, and forwarded by a car from Clonmel 

244.^Was not there a mistake in what you have just stated, that the second 
disiiatch does not bring a letter from Waterford and from the other towns in 
communication with Waterford, south and west, to Clynmel until the hour at 
•which the car next day to Clonmel would have brought it ; is there not some dii- 
fevence of three or four hours between the two? — If it reaches Clonmel at 
3 o’clock in thedav, it has to remain in Clonmel till the next day at 4 o’clock a.ra. 
to be despatched. to Dungarvan; so that it does not arrive at Dungarvan any 
earlier than if it had remained in Waterford the whole time. I may mention 
an instance that came under my own knowledge, which may show how the 
public service is circumstanced : Lord Stuart de Decies, who is^ lieutenant ot 
the county of Waterlord, resides near Cappoquin ; in corresponding with Lord 
HiintiiK’d'on, whose post toari is Dunmore, a letter will lie 22 hours in 
ford each way; and on a recent occasion i.ord Huntingdon was m my oftice 
and showed me a letter on Her Majesty’s Service from Lord Stuart cle Decies 
which liad been sent from police station to police station by mounted police in 
consequence of the difficulty of the post-office. 
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245. Who is Lord Huntingdon? — He is deputy lieutenant of the county of 
Waterford. 

•246. All the correspondence from Tramore,Dunmore, Woodstown, and Water- 
ford, for Clonmel, for Limerick, for Kerry, and for Clare, passes by that first 
direct mail conveyance from Waterford to Clonmel ? — Yes. With regard to 
Waterford itself, and the inconvenience that arises to merchants in Waterford, 
from the early hour at which that mail is dispatched, if the Honourable Members 
will refer to the map, they will see that the time occupied between Waterford 
and Goold’s Cross is about eight hours, and the journey by railway from Water- 
ford to the Limerick junction is done in two and a half hours, so that the same 
letters, if they were dispatched from Waterford at 9 o’clock in the evening, or 
from half-past 8 to 9 , would reach that point, for all the purposes of the Post- 
office, exactly as well as they do now. 

247. Have you stated all the inconveniences which result from the early 
dispatch of the Clonmel car? — There is an inconvenience to the mercantile 
community of Waterford which I should bring under your notice. All our 
Liverpool letters reach 'Waterford by the day mail through Dublin at 1.35 in 
the afternoon, which is very important to the trading community. That deli- 
very commences at 2 o’clock, and it is over at 4 . The whole of the mercantile 
communications between Waterford and the interior, with which large transac- 
tions go on, goes out at 4 , so that the delivery of those letters, as far as Water- 
ford itself is concerned, is barely completed when the Post-office closes for 
dispatch to the interior. We consider, in Waterford, that it would be of very great 
advantage if we had till 9 o’clock in the evening to write letters consequent 
upon that correspondence. 

248. Ox', at all events, if you had a later hour than the present hour, without 
being quite so late as 9 ; is that what you wish to convey ?— Exactly so. 

249. That late dispatch would enable the letters from ail the adjacent towns 
to be forwarded without the delay you have ali’eady spoken of? — Yes. With 
regard to correspondence in Clonmel, I have stated that the mail arrives there 
at 1 0 minutes after 8; the whole of that mail has to be sorted in Clonmel, 
which is a sorting office, and it is dispatched on to Goold’s Cross from Clonmel 
at 9. No delivery of those letters takes place in Clonmel that night. If a man 
sends to the post-office just at 9 o’clock he can get his letters ; but the post- 
office closes, under the postal regulations, at 9 , and they are not ready to deliver 
letters till 9 ; so that, in fact, it opens and closes at 9 . Those letters are not 
delivered till the morning; and in the morning the mail car has passed through 
at 5 o’clock. 

250. The return car in the morning leaves Clonmel at five o’clock for Water- 
ford ? — Yes. 

251. What time does it arrive in Waterford ? — A little, after eight. 

252. That is after the arrival of the Dublin mail at Waterford ? — The Dublin 
night mail is due in Waterford at a quarter before five, and the delivei*y ot the 
letters that arrive by it commences at seven, and that lasts until about nine. 

253. It commences before the aiTival of the Clonmel letters ? — Exactly so. 

254. And that occasions a second delivery in the morning ?— The letter- 
carriers are out on the delivery of the first mail when the mail ari’ives, and the 
deliverv of the second mail cannot commence until they return from their rounds. 

255. Does any inconvenience result to the post towns we have been speaking 
of, in the neighbourhood of Waterford, from the late arrival in the morning of 
the Clonmel and Limerick car ? — Except the Waterford letters, they all have to 
remain at the post-office till the next day, to rest themselves after their night’s 
journey. 

256. Sir S. Northcote.~\ Letters which arrive at Waterford at eight in the 
morning for Passage, for example, remain in the office the whole day ?— They 
are sent to Passage, seven miles further, the next morning. 

257. Chairman.'l Is there, not a dispatch upon the arrival of the Dublin mail 
for those neighbouring towns? — There is. 

2.58. But that dispatch is made before the arrival of the Clonmel and Limerick 
mails, w'bich occasions this long delay in the post-office, those letters waiting 
for the next morning dispatch? — Yes. If those letters were forwarded by rail- 
way they would be in Waterford at three o’clock in the morning ; whereas they 
arrive now in Waterford at eight. 

259. Mr. Wickham.'] That is after the delivei'y of the Dublin letters has com- 
menced ? — Yes; there is but one mail in a day to the small towns round Water- 
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fovd and that leaves Waterford before the letters that come by the Clonmel mail 
arrive, so that they have to remain in the post-office till the next day. Speaking- 
of Clonmel, I may state that it includes the whole correspondence that comes by 

mail to those four towns. . , , . . . . m 1 - 

060 Chainnan.'] Waterford, I believe, is the shipping port for Clonmel ! — 
Yes; and of Garrick and Cahir. The same inconvenience results to the mer- 
cantile classes with regard to their correspondence with Liverpool, from the late 
arrival of that mail, that results with regard to the dispatch, because the deli- 
very of the letters that arrive from Clonmel is not completed when the post- 
office closes for the dispatch of the day mail, which takes the Liverpool cone- 

SD 013 d0XXO6. 

261 . You are speaking now of the dispatch of the day mail for Dublin ? — Yes. 
202. Can you state at what time the delivery of the Clonmel mall ends in 

Waterford? — About 11 . , ,. 1 r i - i .a 

263. At what hour is the post-office closed for the dispatch of letters by the 
Dublin mail, conveying of course all the English correspondence ?— At a quar- 

*'"'264.°Sir A. Norllicote.'] I am to understand you to say that the day mail 
departs before the Clonmel letters are delivered ?— Before the delivery is 

Earrow.] I understand that your suggestion, that those towns being 
inconvenienced by letters remaining in Waterford 22 houm that might be 
remedied by the letters being sent, instead of by a car, at 5 o clock m the morn- 
ing, by railway at some time during the night?- Yes, they would arrive :n 

^266^.*^°So S'^to arrive in Waterford at the same time as the Dublin letters ?— 

That is the grievance, and that is the remedjr ?— Yes. 

268 Chairman'] T)o you think you have now informed the Committee of 
what may be considered the principal inconveniences i^uUmg 
postal arrangements in Waterford, as regards all the f 

fcommitteeareinquiringi- There is one very crying gnevance ’from 

the letters which arrive at Waterford at five or six o clock in *e evening 
those small towns, are not delivered till the next 

260. Though they arrive in the evening they are not delivered till the next 
mornfng ?— Eractly, so that no reply can be had till the following day , the mail 
in the mornino: has gone out before the letters are delivered. 

afo. Wh yon now state to the Committee what is the present mode of con- 
veyance of thi letters from those small towns to Waterford, m the first instance^ 
-■Some of them are by foot messengers, some of them are bycai, and from 

^“7°.'' From WatoS to the intermediate towns ^etoeen it and 
are the letters conveyed ?-By the one-horse car from Waterford to Goold s Cross 
which drops the letters at Pilltown, Carrick “onmel, and Cashel 
I go from Waterford there is one matter I should mention, which sliows the 
ma®mier in which the Post-office service is done. There is a receivmg-W m 
the city of Waterford, and if a letter is posted for Clo™el at 11 until 

the day, it is not taken from that receiving-office to the General Post-office u.iti 
after tlie Clonmel mail goes out, so that it remains till the next day i „ 

272 Do vou mean to say that aletter put into the receiving-house atll or 12 
ill the'day does not go to the General Post-office until 
Clonmel mail?-It does not; the Passage post-boy, who is due 
at si.v o’clock in the evening, calls at the receiving-house *“S POrted 

during the day, so that letters posted at any time during the day, foi Clonmel, 
will remain there till after the Clonmel mail has gone out. 

273. What distance is that receiving-house from the post-office . About fiat 

*' 2*74 Do you think you have stated the principal inconveniences whicn result 
iVom'the prLent hourJ of arrival and dispatch of the rnails 1.1 
neighbouring towns ; and if so, will you now proceed to state what means thci 
ni?of remedying tlmse inconveniences r-There is one matter which affects the 
provincial prL, which I may state, namely, that in 

ments the Post-office; in return for the payment of the stamp, it does not „ive t 
the provincial press the advantage it gives to the Dublin press ; 
lished in Waterford in the evening, to be sent to Dungarvan, must be published, 
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in Waterford four hours sooner than a similar publication in Dublin to reach it 
at the same time. There is one other matter connected with the district which 
I omitted to mention, that is, that there is a car which runs direct from ^ 

Dungarvan to Waterford, which I think has been referred to before this Com- 
mittee as being a boon to the district. That car arrives in Waterford at ten 
minutes after 11 a.m., but the delivery does not commence until two o’clock 
p.m. ; ii leaves Waterford for Dungarvan on its return five minutes after two. 

275. So that it is not very possible to send a reply to Dungarvan by the 
return car? — Unless one is gifted with precognition and send to the post-office 
for the letters, one cannot possibly do that ; perhaps as this question turns so 
much upon the matter of expense, at least, in all our correspondence with the 
post-office it has been put upon that, it would be well, before suggesting a remedy, 
to allude to another mail which leaves Waterford (it is the night mail)at ten minutes 
after seven ; that goes down through Thomastown to Kilkenny by horse car, 
and from Kilkenny it goes across to Maryborough, one of the stations upon the 
Great Southern and Western line : where it is taken by the up mail train which 
goes on to Dublin, and comes on to England. 

276. That is the mail by which the letters late for the first dispatch to 
Clonmel are sent ? — Yes. 

277. So that if you write a letter after four o’clock to Clonmel, byway of 
accommodation that letter is sent up to Dublin that night, and comes down the 
next day to Clonmel? — Yes. 

27.S. Can you give any idea of what is the length of the journey of that letter 
by tliat route ? — I suppose about 250 miles. 

279. What is the distance from Waterford to Clonmel? — I think about 30 , or 
less than 30 English miles. 

280. Is there a railway communication completed from Waterford to Limerick ? 

— There is ; and it passes through Clonmel. 

281. Is there also a railway completed from Waterford to Dublin? — There 
is ; through Kilkenny. 

282. Then these mail cars, that go from Waterford through Clonmel on the 
one side, and through Thomastown and Kilkenny to Maryborough on the other, 
run parallel nearly with two railways ?— Yes, they do ; one of them runs along 
the line of railway from Waterford to Clonmel. A letter posted in Waterford 
for Clonmel at four o’clock will not be delivered there that night ; whereas, if a 
letter be sent as a parcel byrailway, it will leave Waterford at half-past five, and will 
be delivered that night. The Waterford and Limerick Company have established 
a threepenny parcel post lately, and are carrying letters which the Post-office 
ought to carry. The Committee will see, by reference to the map, that the two 
cars run to two different points upon the same railway, and that railway has a 
contract for carrying the mails, so that without a peimy additional expense, 
the whole of those mails could come to the Limerick Junction by railway. 

283. Mr. Liddell.] Is the Committee to understand that, without any addi- 
tional expense by the Post-office contract with the railway company, they' would 
have a right of conveying mails by all the trains r — They can send them as far 
as the Limerick Junction without any additional expense by the trains that now 
carry them. 

284. Chairman.] There is a Post-office contract for conveying the letters by 
the entire route of the Great Southern and Western Railway, which passes by 
what is called the Limerick Junction; and so far you mean to say that the 
Post-office could carry any additional number of letters without any additional 
expense ?— Exactly. If the remedy 1 am going to suggest be adopted, the Post- 
office would save the expense of both the cars I have alluded to. 

285. That is the car to Goold’s Cross, and the car to Maryborough r— Yes. 

286. Can you state what would be the advantage gained in point of time by 
the correspondence from adopting that route instead of the present routes ?— 
Our Dublin correspondence would leave Waterford two hours later than it does 
now, and our correspondence for the south of Ireland 5 ^ hours later. 

2,87. The advantage of the two hours later dispatch from Waterford would be 
this, that all the letters which are now detained so long at the post-office could 
be dispatched at once? — Exactly so. 

288. Would there be any advantage, again, in the earlier arrival, so as to 
allow of one delivery instead of two, and one dispatch instead of two? — We 
should have but one delivery instead of two, and all the towns and sub-offices 
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dependent upon Waterford would receive their letters much earlier, and would 
receive all their letters every day Instead of receiving only a portion of them. 

It would be well to mention to the Committee that, previously to railways being 
established, Waterford and Clonmel enjoyed the advantage of two mails per 
day one travelled by a coach, which went direct from Waterford to Limerick, 
and the other travelled by Bianconi’s car to Clonmel, so that with regard to 
Garrick and Clonmel we had two posts per day. The Post-office have taken off 
one of them, and have given us nothing instead of it. , ■ , • 

280. And that which you have now is inconvenient, both^in the tinie^ot 
dispatch from Waterford’ and the time of arrival in Clonmel r — It is most in- 
convenient. . .. *4. on 

290. The fact being, that although Clonmel, as you state, is not quite 30 
miles from Waterford, you can have no answer by return of postr — No. 

20!. Viscount Do you mean that you can have no answer by return 

of post to Waterford from Clonmel? — Just so, except the party send to the 
post-office at night; but in talking of no answer, I speak of the delivery in the 
town by the letter-carrier. • t 1 , 

292. Chairman.'] That is to say, there is no delivery in Clonmel at nine 0 dock 

at night? — No. .1,1 

293. But if an individual goes to the post-office to inquire whether there is a 
letter for him, he may get it precisely at nine ? — He may. 

294. Supposing he gets a letter even in that way, at what time must t!ie 
answer to the letter be in the post-office to go back to Waterford r The car 
passes through Clonmel at a little before five in the morning. 

295. So that a person not being awar^ of a letter being in the post-office tor 
him, and remaining at home waiting for letters in the ordinary way, could not 
possibly by any contrivance answer a letter by return car, because he would 
not get it till the next morning ?— He could not, because the return car goes 
out at five, and the delivery does not begin till eight 0 clock. 

296. You have stated that from the inconvenience to which people are at 
present subject by the postal arrangements, they have been obliged to resort to 
the transmission of letters as parcels by railway ?— Yes. 

297. At an additional expense of 2 d. per letter — Yes ; an increase of 200 per 

^^”98 Have you any opinion to offer to the Committee, or can you form any 
estimate of whether the correspondence would greatly increase by affording 
those increased facilities which are easily to be had ?— I have no doubt the cor- 
respondence would greatly increase. Connected with that there is one very 
remarkable fact to which I think the attention of the Committee ought to be 
directed, which is, that the deficiency of railway facilities in Ireland has prevented 
that increase in the postage of letters, which would otherwise have arisen, 
because the Postmaster-general's return for the year 1854 , if the Committee will 
refer to it, will show that the correspondence in Scotland in 1840 , and in 
Ireland, was very much the same, that is, about 18 ^ millions of letters. In 
1853 , the return shows thev had both increased to the same extent ; but in the 
last year the increase in Scotland was 8| per cent., whereas the increase in 
Ireland was only 2 per cent. ; the difference of 6 h per cent, on the increase would 
have made a difference in the postal revenues of 13,000 I in the last year. 

299. When you speak of increase, you speak of the increased number of letters 

irrespective of ihe expense ? — ^Yes. , . 

300. Mr. Fagan.] You have stated that you attribute that to the limited use 
of railway communication ?— Yes ; because in Scotland for that number of letters 
the number of miles travelled over hy railway in the year 1854 was above 
900 , 000 , whereas in Ireland it was only 630 , 000 , and the number of miles of 
railway travelled by mails in 1854 was less than in 1853 . 

301. Chairman.] That arose, I suppose, from the Po.st-office taking off some 

of the mails which used to go by railway previously? — Yes'; otherwise it ought 
to be the same. „ 

302. There were none of the railways abandoned, I presume No, most ot 
them are extended. 

303. Have you anything else to state with regard to postal arrangements? — 
We have had a great deal of correspondence on the subject, and a very large 
number of memorials sent from Waterford to the Post-office; the replies 
almost all been stereotyped, objecting on the ground of expense. The Waterford 
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Postal Committee, previously to waiting- upon Lord Canning, appointed a deputa- 
tion, of which I was one, to wait upon the directors of the Waterford and Limerick 
railway, to inquire whether they could, by possibility, offer to do the service at a 
lower rate than that at which they did offer to do it ; and the directors of that com- 
pany said they had entered into a minute calculation, and that the terras which they 
offered would be the actual cost of running a special night train ; the figure they 
asked for the night train was 2 s. 3 a mile ; they said that was the actual cost. 
The Committee will see by the returns, that that is half what has been paid to 
another railway company. The inhabitants of Waterford were under the im- 
pression that the postal communications of the south of Ireland were sacrificed 
in consequence of the large amount of postal revenue which w'as absorbed in the 
contract with the Great Southern and Western Railw^ay, which I think absorbs 
33,000/. a year. Now, if that railway would carry the mails upon the same 
terms as the Waterford and Limerick offered to do it at, there would be a saving 
of 16,000 /. a year to the Post-office, wdiich would more than give us all the 
facilities we want. They ought to be able to do it. We in Waterford were 
under the impression that the company we waited on had done the Post-office 
very great service in offering to take such a very low figure, because in any 
subsequent arbitration that would become a measure of what ought to be paid 
for similar service. We have an impression there that if the railway contracts were 
judiciously managed, it would give the Post-of&cC a sufficient margin to afford 
this large district the facilities for which they ask, without at all putting the 
Post-office in the bankrupt position which Lord Canning represented it would 
do, for wheu we bad an interview with Lord Canning, the only argument he 
resorted to was, that if he went to this outlay, which he stated would be 7 , 000 /., 
but which we were under the impression would not be more than 3 , 000 /., it 
would make the Irish Post-office bankrupt; that was the word he used. We, 
however, think that under a judicious arrangement with the company which 
absorbs so very large an amount, we could get the advantages we require. 

304. Have you anything else to offer to the Committee upon that subject? — 
No ; I can give the Post-office returns. 

305. Mr. Adaguire.] Will you describe how far this denial of transmission by 
railway affects the other towns you have mentioned ? — I have done that already, 
except the internal communications between Dungarvan and Cappoquin, and 
Dungarvan and Lismore, but of which I am not able to speak of my own 
knowledge ; I know them, however, to be in a very defective state. 

306. Viscount Monch^ I think as far as the locality directly south of Water- 
ford is concerned, the grievance you complain of is principally confined to the 
four towns of Tramore, Dunmore. Passage, and Woodstown ? — ^Yes. 

307. What is the character of those towns; are they important places.'' 
Tramore is a bathing-place, which during the summer is very much resorted to 
by inhabitants from the interior, Clonmel, and county Tipperary, and their 
correspondence with their homes during the time is a matter of a great deal of 

importance to them. t , • 1 -r, 

308. Are any of them post towns properly so called? — I think Dunmore and 



Tramore are. 

309. Are the others sub-offices?— I think Woodstown and Passage are sub- 
offices. 

310. Are you certain that Dunmore and Tramore are post towns . 1 am not 

sure that they are. 

311. Is there any commercial correspondence between those places and Water- 
ford?— The Waterford shipping notes are made up at Passage, and all the vessels 
are considered to be in the port of Waterford wliioh arrive at Passage, so that Pas- 
sage is to Waterford the same thing as Queenstown is to Cork, so that the arrival 
orvessels with Indian corn for Clonmel is, in fact, their arrival at Passage. 

312. You stated with reference to the inconvenience to the merchants in 
Waterford from the late delivery of the Dublin day mail, and the early dispatch 
of the night mail, that they had not time to answer their letters; arc you aware 
whether the merchants in Waterford have any arrangement with the post-office 
by means of which they get their letters at an earlier hour than the general 
deliverv?— If they choose to have bo.xes at the post-office for their own con- 
venience, they can get their letters, but that does not alleviate the general 
inconvenience ; if a man chooses to pay a guinea a year for a box for getting his 
letters earlier, I do not think the post-office can take credit for that. 
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313. Maguire.'] That arrangement exists in every leading post-office in 
Ireland, I believe? — Yes. 

314. Viscount Monde.] What is the distance from the post-office in Water- 
ford to the majority of the merchants’ places of business? — They all lie within 
probably a circuit of half a mile; perhaps not quite so much. 

315. Ido not understand you to complain of the period of the dispatch of 
mails from Waterford, as far as the times of arrival are concerned, to towns to 
the north of the Great Southern and Western Line, or to the south of the 
Limerick Junction Station? — Yes, I complain of that to the south of the 
Limerick Junction Station decidedly. 

316. In what way? — Because all the letters experience a delay of eight hours 
between Waterford and Goold’s Cross. 

317. What time do they arrive at Goold’s Cross? — Their arrival at Goold’s 
Cross takes place, I think, a few minutes before 12. 

318. They are conveyed from there by railway? — Tliey are. 

319. What time does chat train arrive in Cork? — At half-past three in the 
morning. 

320. Then surely it cannot make much difference, in point of time of delivery, 
when they travel at niglit? — The evil we complain of in Waterford is the early 
afternoon mail being dispatched at four o’clock instead of being dispatched at nine. 
It is not the time of their delivery at the place of destination that we complain 
of in Waterford, but the early dispatch from Waterford. If they went direct 
by train to the Junction tliey need not leave Waterford till half-past eight or 
nine, now they have to be posted at four. 

321. That refers to letters south of Waterford towards Tramore ? — It refers 
to all letters south of Goold's Cross — the whole of Munster ; it takes in the whole 
of the correspondence with Munster, with the county of Waterford. 

322. You may write letters in Waterford to the whole district up to four o’clock 
in the day ? — Y ou may. 

323. Is not that the general hour at which business closes at merchants’ 
offices? — If you look at the hours of dispatch from Dublin or Cork, you will see 
letters are posted to a much later hour. 

324. But is the additional convenience worth the expense ? — Certainly. 

325. If merchants can write letters up to four o’clock in the day, do you 
think they can complain ? — I think it is utterly preposterous to be sending mails 
by a one-horse car when you can send them by railway. 

326. It is a question of expense? — Yes. 

327. What is the last train that leaves Waterford for Clonmel? — Half-past 
five. 

328. And the mail leaves at half-past four? — Yes. If a letter is posted in 
"Waterford at four o’clock to go bv the mail, it is not delivered in Clonmel until 
the next morning ; if that letter is made into a parcel, and sent by the train 
which leaves Waterford at half-past five, it is delivered in Clonmel at seven. 

329. Mr. Liddell.] According to your own showing, you could not possibly 
gain, by the existing arrangement, more than three quarters of an hour, at the 
outside, probably not more than half an hour, because you say the mail goes out 
at four, and the last train at half-past five ; you must allow time for sorting the 
letters ? — Why should the letters go out by that train ? 

330. You say it is the last train ? — But the Post-office can put on a train, 
and I think the importance of the district, and the increase of correspondence 
from advancing education, demands a special train between two such places as 
Waterford and Limerick. 

33 1 . Viscount Monck] With respect to the dispatch of letters from Waterford, 
which go by the 7.10 car, and reach Maryborough in time for the niglit mail 
train, I do not undei’stand you to make any complaint about that ? — No ; except 
tliat it would be a saving to the Post-otiice to send those letters, if they had a 
special train, to the Limerick Junction from Waterford ; they could save the 
expense of the car, which is 1,245 1 . 17 s. 10 d. a year. 

332. With reference to the delivery of letters in Clonmel, would a later dis- 
patch from Waterford enable you to have your letters delivered earlier in 
Clonmel; the same night ? — No, it would not. 

333. Unless there were some new postal arrangement? — Yes; what we ask 
from the Post-office is, that they should give us something instead of the day [mail 
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which they took off which used to exist between Clonmel and Waterford ; it 
seems very strange that they should take off the day mail between two such 
places as Clonmel and Waterford. 

334. What are the postal arrangements under tlie old system between Clonmel 
and Waterford ? — There was a mail coach that M’ent from Waterford to Limerick 
through Clonmel: there was also a mail dispatched by Bianconi’s car. 

335. Can you state the hours ? — I cannot state the hours ; it occurred before 
I was residing in Waterford. 

336. Was the coach the day mail? — The coach was the night mail ; Bianconi’s 
car was the day mail ; and we think we are entitled to the same advantages now 
that we received then; if we got the special train I am speaking of at night, 
the Post-office would save three of the present modes of dispatch, indeed four ; 

I think the present modes of dispatch are these ; they have a coach from the 
Junction to Limerick which conveys the letters of that district ; they have a car 
from Goold’s Cross through Clonmel to Waterford ; they have a car froita Mary- 
borough tlirougli Kilkenny to Waterford ; and they have a car through Cashel 
to Cahir, which is on the line of railway ; so that witli the one train they would 
perform the duty which is now badly performed by those four conveyances; 
when I speak of badly performed, I think it is right that the Committee should 
understand that in the month of February there were six mails due at one time 
in Waterford, in consequence of the snow ; though at the same time the trains 
were running. That caused the greatest inconvenience to the whole of the com- 
mercial public ; and although we may regard that as an exceptional case, yet we 
ought to provide for those exceptional cases; because that lateness of letters 
might have produced bankruptcy and insolvency, owing to tlie non-arrival of 
funds leading to the protest of bills; certainty of the post is of immense impor- 
nance to the mercantile community. 

537. Mr. Lidddl.'] Do you happen to know whether at the time that incon- 
venience occurred with the cars, the railway was keeping its timer — It uas; 
there was no mail in Waterford from the 8th of February until the 12tli of 
February, and on the 10th of February I travelled by railway on both the lines. 

338. Mr. Groga 7 i.'\ During the week you refer to the railway communication 
was open : — It was. 

339. Sir S. Noi'thcote.'] With regard to the car that goes from Waterford by 
way of Thomastown and Kilkenny, to Maryborough, does that car supply the 
communication with Thomastown and Kilkenny, and so forth ? — It does. 

340. Is any use made of the railway which goes from Kildare by Kilkenny, 
down to Waterford ? — There is by day ; there is a day mail which travels over 
it, but no night mail. 

341. If that car, which you say might be dispensed with in the evening, were 
given up, in order to use the railway, Kilkenny and those other places would be 
deprived of their second post from Waterford? — There is a car from Kildare to 
Carlow, besides the car I speak of from Maryborough. Kilkenny is a station 
on the line, and we thought if that car was continued to Kilkenny it would not 
involve the Post-office in so much expense as they would save, and it would 
supply the wants of that district. 

342. Then you would propose that the evening letters should go by railway 
from Waterford to the Limerick Junction; go up to Kildare, and then come 
down by car from Kildare through Carlow to Kilkenny ?— -Some arrangement 
of that kind. 

343. Do you consider that making that allowance, there would be still a 
saving of 1,600 /. a year; you say, taking off the car from Waterford to 
Thomastown, and by Kilkenny to Maryborough, would save 1 , 600 /. a year ; is 
that the present expense ? — The Post-office return is, that the car from Goold’s 
Cross to Waterford costs 348 /. 2^. ^d.; then there is a car from Waterford to 
Maryborough, which costs 1 , 245 /. 17 s. lOr/. ; then tlmre is a coach from the 
Junction to Limerick, which, I believe, costs about 000/. a year; and also there 
is the car from Goold’s Cross to Cahir. 

344. But when you speak of the saving of 1,600 /., that means taking off those 
two which cost 1,600 /. ? — Four that cost considerably more than 2,000/. 

345. Are you setting off against that, the putting on of the additional ear 
from Kildare and Carlow to Kilkenny ? — I calculate the total saving to the 
Post-office would be 2,000 /. a year; that would be a large sum towards paying 
the railway companv for the night mail. 
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146 Mr, Fagan.] You mean supposing the four cms were taken off?— Yes. 

5S7 Sir S Nortlcote.] When you said that Lord Canning calculated the ex- 
pen\t';s 7,000ra “ear, but that yo« calculated it ft 3.000 i.. that meant that 
you took into consiLration all the savings which would be effected, which he did 
lot ?— Yes ; Lord Canning’s argument to us was. and I believe Mi. Hill ifpcated 
the same to the Committee, that if the receipts of the district were equal to the 
CKpense. as a principle, the Post-office would adopt it. By the Post-office retuim, 
thLeceipts of Limerick in 1854 are nearly 7 , 0001 ., and the receipts of Watci- 
foMare over 3,000 1 , that is for the year, so that the two ends of the line would 
make the receipts over 10,000 1 . ; then there are all the receipts of all the towns 
whicli lie Xg the line ’.o be added, which I estimate, as being ,5 000 1 . at a 
moderate sum; that would amount to 16 , 0001 . The principle whicyiie Post- 
office have laid down for their guidance is, that the expenditure of the district 
ought not to exceed the receipts of the district 1 I believe the total expenditure 
f0l^,he railway would be only about 7,000 1 .. and out of that is to be taken the 
savings I have stated, so that on the principle the Post-office have laid down 
for themselves, tliev ought to give us the convenience we ask. , 

748 Mr Barrom.] In the 7,000 1 ., do you include the special night tram, 01 
do ™ min tha^the special night train would be in addition to the 7,000 1 . r- 
No The price asked by the Waterford and Limerick Company for a special 
night train is 2 s. 3 A a mile, which amounts to about 7,000 i. 

\la Would that be included in the 7 , 000 1 . ?-It would ; I may mention that 
in Waterford, the Waterford gentlemen acting upon the postal committee, vvere 
under the impression that if the Waterford and Limerick Company got to night 
mail they woffid carry the day mail for a nominal sum, as is done in England, 
prob’ablyi penny a mile, and that they would allow the 1 ost-olhce to feud ffie 
Tail baT b? every train which goes during tne day, because it is evident that 
tTe company has acted towards the Post-office with the greatest libera ity ; their 
conduTappearsto me to form a noble contrast to all the other railway com- 
panies inTreland, because they have offered to do the work foi Us actual 

“a'w. Sir 5 . NorthooU.] With regard to the wants ^ ‘’’T TiaTTeir 
south-east of Waterford, their grievances appear to be first ot all, that then 
lettms do not reach Waterford until the Clonmel mail is being dispatched ; and, 
secondly! that die letters are sent to them before the Clonmel mail comes in in 

3T°T«|htTirt diose difficulties be met by altering slightly the time at which 
let?Ts are sent from those small towns to Waterford, so as to enable them to 
come ill before the Clonmel mail goes out ; and, on the ^™d, ^7 

the time at which the letters are sent to them in the morning .---1 am airaid 
that would be puttimr them in a worse position than they are now, because It is 
fmal who Mtigs Tl letters in from Dmimore ; and to meet the Clonmel mail 
as it is done by a foot messenger,, he would have to leave with the afteinoo 
Ipttpi's before tbe arrival of the inovning letteis. r j i 

352. Ut. Liddell.] What is the distance from Uttnmore to Waterford. 

About 12 miles. 2 v , 

7S7 You take that as the most distant town' — yes. 

Sir S Nm-thcotc.] At what time do letters now leave Dtinmoie foi 
W^tTlorilTl ZlfTabLt three or half-past three o’clock; do not know 
exactly ; I did not ask that ; but they arrive in Waterlord at 6 p.m 

7 c s Those are carried by foot messengers, are they not ?— I thmk ti om mn 
morftiiey come by car; but from Passage and Woodstowii they come by foot 

messengers. , „ rpi 

356. From Tramore they come by raiKvay ?-riiey do. _ 

7T Why should not Tramore send its letters in time r— I ® 

Post-office aTanged it they would do so, but the Tramore letters arrive in Watei- 
ford at five, and the mail car leaves at halt-past loui. >__vps • 

358. It would be easy to dispatch from Tramore half an hour earh^ ^ Y , 
but there seems to be very little use in our applying to the Post-office , t ey 
a^pornTtov" stereotyped answers; I think I have a doten answers precisely 

3!T"™TtTtircuinstance of the letters lying in the receiving-house fm so 
many hours at Waterford ever been brought before the notice of the Post-office . 
— I think so. 060. Has 
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360. Has any answer been given to it? — It has not been remedied. I know it 
has been a subject of newspaper comment, for the public were warned against 
putting their letters in, as they would remain there so long. 

361. Mr. F. Scully^ What course does a letter take that is posted in Dun- 
more at half-past three in the afternoon before it is delivered in Clonmel? — 
It goes from Waterford to Maryborough by the car, which leaves Waterford 
at ten minutes after seven ; it goes from Maryborough by train up to Dublin ; it 
remains in Dublin until the dispatch of the day mail ; it comes along the line 
to Goold’s Cross, and it goes from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, arriving in Clonmel 
at three o’clock. 

362. Mr. Grogan.)^ What length of time does it require to make that journey ? 
— Twenty-one hours 15 minutes by the Post-office return in going from Water- 
ford to Clonmel. 

363. Do you mean to say that a letter posted in Dunmore at half-past three, or 
dispatched from Dunmore at half-past three, takes 21 hours some minutes to be 
delivered in Clonmel, a distance of 30 miles ? — It takes 24 hours. 

364. It goes from Dunmore to Waterford, from Waterford to Dublin, and from 
Dublin back again, to Clonmel? — It does; and the correspondence between 
Tramore, which is about six miles from Waterford, and Kilmeaden, which is 
about five miles from Waterford, 011 the other side, occupies the same length 
of time. 

365. Then to transmit a letter from one post town to another, the distance 
being 11 miles between the two, you have to travel a distance of how many 
miles? — I do not know whether they send those letters up to Dublin ; I rather 
think that they do. 

366. Flow many hours are occupied ?— Twenty -four hours. 

367. Before a letter can be delivered at a distance of 11 or 1 2 miles ? — Yes. 

368. You have alluded to the town of Tramore; that is a bathing-place in 
the South of Ireland, is it not? — It is. 

369. Is it not rapidly increasing ? — It is very much so. 

370. How long has there, been a railway opened to that place? — Not quite 
two years. 

371. The railway, I presume, has greatly contributed to the increase of the 
town ? — It has. 

372. How long has the railway been the carrier of the letters? — Not much 
more than a year. 

373. Previously to the opening of the railway how were the letters trans- 
mitted? — By car. 

374. Do you know how many communications there were in a day?— One 
each way. 

375. Is it the same at present? — Yes. 

37b. If a party who comes to this watering-place for health desires to write 
to Clonmel or Dublin, what time must intervene before he can get an answer to 
that letter ?— If the letter is posted in Tramore at four o’clock on Friday, it will 
be delivered in Cionmel at three o’clock on Saturday. It comes in from Tra- 
more to Waterford, then goes from Waterford up to Dublin, and comes do\\ n 
from Dublin to Clonmel, reaching Clonmel at three o’clock the next afternoon. 

377. That is taking 23 hours to send a letter how many miles? — About 34 
miles. Within a few months the dispatch of the mail from Waterford to Tra- 
more has been delayed, so as to enable the reply to go through without any 
delay. A letter posted in Clonmel at night, in reply, would be delivered at 
Tramore about nine o’clock the next morning. 

378. Then, from four o’clock on Friday afternoon till nine o’clock on Sunday 
morning will be consumed before an answer can be received to a letter sent from 
Tramore to Clonmel? — Yes; and the same length of time for a letter from 
Tramore to Waterford, which is onl}' six miles. 

379. Do you mean to say, that though there is a railway-running from Tra- 
more to Waterford, obtaining an answer to a letter posted at Tramore will con- 
sume that time ? — Yes, unless the gentleman keeps a box at the post-office ; but, 
in the ordinary delivery of the post, a letter posted in Tramore at four o’clock 
on Friday evening will not bring a reply from Waterford until nine o’clock on 
Sunday morning. 

380. You said that must occur unless the gentleman keep a box at the post- 
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office ; for that purpose he must pay the post-office a guinea a year ?— He must; 
ill addition to paying the postage stamps he^ has to pay the post-office, that 
amount for the box, and to send a messenger for his letters besides. I hat used 
to be the perquisite of the postmaster for conveniencing the public, but I ander- 
stand, by a recent arrangement, that money now goes to the Post-office 

lev^enue.^o postmaster in Waterford is?— I do 

If a letter from Dublin, sent by the night mail, is dispatched, on Friday 
evening at half-|)ast seven, at what time will it reach Tramore r — It will reach 
Tramore about nine o’clock the next- morning. 

383. Would the party at Tramore he able, to reply to that letter by mturii of 

pQgfK He would, the letter leaving Tramore at ioiir o'clock that evening. A& 

regards our Dublin communication we do not complain so much ; what we com- 
plain of is our internal communication between Waterford and the- various places 

ill the south of Ireland. -i-aw. r 

384 Take for example, the case of a letter Irom Uimenck; r— A letter tor 
Dunntore, which is another bathing-place on the Suit, leaving Limerick at 
II o’clock on Friday evening, will not be delivered m Dunmore until about 
10 o’clock on Sunday ; then the reply to that letter will not reach Limerick until 
Tuesdav it comes into Waterford at eight o’clock on Saturday morning ; the 
Dunmore mail has been dispatched previous to its arrival in W aterlord, and it 
remains in Waterford until the next day ; then the reply, which is posted in 
Dunmore, comes into Waterford at six o’clock, and remains m Waterford until 

the next day. „ , , , , , i- d .i 

Between the dispatch of the letter and the delivery of the answer m 
Limerick, how many hours intervene Eighty hours, I think, it takes for a letter 
and reply between Dunmore and Limerick. , rwx -tt- .. 

■?86. You have already informed the Committee that from Tramore to VV ater- 
foi'd there is a railway opened and constant communication by trains ?— Eight 
times a day each way. 

387 From Dunmore to Waterford, is that a distance of 12 miles r— Yes. 

388. A question was put to you by an Honourable Member on the other side 
with reference to the hour at which the last railway tram left Waterford for 

Clonmel, and YOU stated it was at half-past 5 r res. . -i „ 

380 You also stated that the offers of the airectors of that company to the 
Post-office had been of a liberal character, as you understood k es. ^ 

300. Has the subject of making the railway the means ol the carnage of 
letters been much discussed in the town of Waterford ?— It has. 

391. Are the principal directors of the railway resident in Waterford .- There 

are three or four of them resident in W aterford. r , 1 

30.1 On what do you base your opinion, that if this question of postal com 
municrnion were taken up by the Post-office with a view to the employment of 
the railway, the railway company would meet them in a liberal spirit .—Because 
they have offered to run a special night tram at a lower mileage rate than any 
Other railway in Ireland. . 

•m’? What is that rater — Two shillings and three-pence a miJe. 4? .r . 

%% Have vou anv reason to doubt that in that spirit the directors of that 
company would put on a train which would fully meet the commercial wants ol 
Waterford ; that if an arrangement were made with them for it they would accep- 
the offer?—' rlie company has never paid a divirlend to its shareholders, and i 
cannot afford to run any train at an expense out of pocket; but in “ 

run a train at the actual cost out of pocket for the Post-office, I think the shai 
holders have offered the public as much as the public have a right to expect. 

30 s Would it, as far as vou know, be a practical mcoiivenience or loss to the 
company to alter the hou/ of departure from half-past 5 to halbpast 6, fot 
iii'stnncfi ' — I should thinlc it would. _ . . . 

Then you think that the hour at wliicli the last tram from W aterford is 
now dispatched could not be conveniently altered till hall-past 6 I 
without loss of revenue to the company; and if it were altered unless got a 
return train in sufficient time, the later tram 

use to us. The way in which we. are ciroumstanoed is this ; the up.md 
trains, that is the train from Cork up to Dublin, and the .tram frorn Dublin down 
■to Cork, overlap at tlie Junction at 12 o clock at night ; they meet.theie. 11 there 
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was a train from Waterford to Limerick which would reach it at that hour, all Mr. J. Fisher. 

our letters would go by that train to Limerick, and the return train would bring 

back the replies. If you look at the map you will see that if the mails arrived so 6 Ju y 1 55. 

early at Waterford, it would be a great advantage not only to Waterford but to 

New Ross and Wexford to attach them to Waterford. 

397. Is there much postal communication and correspondence between 
Waterford and New Ross ? — There is a great deal. 

398. I suppose the mail from Waterford to Wexford passes along the line you 
have just described, through the town of Ross? — It is taken off at Thomastown ; 
the car that brings our Dublin letters to Waterford passes through Thomastown, 
and the mails are taken off at Thomastown to reach Ross and Wexford. 

399. 'i'hen the mail goes from Waterford direct to Thomastown? — The letters 
from Waterford to Ross travel an angle ; they go up by car from Waterford to 
Thomastown, and come down to Ross. 

400. At what time is that car dispatched from Waterford ? — At 7 o’clock in 
the evening. 

401. At what lime does it arrive in the morning r — It reaches Waterford at 
5 o’clock in the morning. 

402. Mv.Wilson7\ At what time are the letters delivered in Waterford r — 

The delivery of the Dublin letters commences at 7 , and terminates at 9 ; and the 
delivery of the second mail commences about 9 , and terminates about 11 ; that 
is the Cork, Clonmel, and Limerick mails. 

403. Mr. Grogan.^ Dunmore is both a shipping port, I think, and a bathing- 
place? — Vessels do not lie much at Dunmore, but at Passage. 

404. At what time is the mail which leaves Dublin at night, and which, with 
the mail from Wexford, reaches Waterford at five o’clock in the morning, dis- 
patched on to Dunmore and Passage ? — At eight o’clock in the morning. 

405. One of the objects of the gentlemen interested in these postal arrange- 
ments of Waterford appears to be that their mails from Waterford towards 
Limerick, and so on, should meet the mail trains at 12 o’clock at night at the 
junction where the Cork line crosses tbe Waterford line? — Yes; we think we 
ought to get that, and that we should get a day mail in addition. 

406. in the case of the night mail going to Dublin, if the Post-office arranged 
with the railway company for the carriage of the mails, at what hour would it be 
necessary to dispatch the train from Waterford, in order to reach the junction at 
12 ? — From half-past 8 to 9 . 

407. Mr. Barrow.1 How many deliveries are there in Waterford in a day ? — 

Three. 

408. Would your arrangements, then, have the effect of consolidating the two 
morning deliveries r — Decidedly ; they would both arrive at 3 o’clock in the 
morning, and would be delivered between 7 and 9 . 

409. Mr. Wilson.'] When you speak of 2 s'. 3 <f. a mile, is that for the single 
mail, or is it for the return mail also ? — The single mile. 

410. The single mail each way? — Yes; the Post-office is now paying the 
Great Southern and Western 4 s. 6</. a mile each way. 

411. At what hours do the trains start now for the passenger conveyance ? — 

The latest is half-past 5 ; there have been some changes this month, I believe. 

I will refer to the time-table. {The Witness referred to the same.) I find the 
hours are 6 o’clock in the morning, from Waterford, 10 in the forenoon, 3 in 
the afternoon, and 6.40 in the afternoon. The 5.40 train only goes as far as 
Clonmel. 

412. What is the hour of the latest train through the Limerick Junction r — 

That is 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 

413. Mr. Liddell.] You have stated your chief complaints are of the internal 
communications; that the communications with Dublin you are tolerably well 
content with ; is not by far the most important, and the largest portion of your 
correspondence carried on with Dublin ? — It is. 

414. Have you any means of ascertaining what the relative proportion of the 
internal correspondence is, compared with that of the Dublin ? — I have no means 
of ascertaining that ; there is no retura published which gives that. But, in 
reply to a motion made by Mr. Scully, the Post-office are making a return, in 
which our correspondence with Dublin will necessarily appear greatly swelled, 
because all the letters from Waterford, and all the district letters too, which 
arrive in Waterford after the legitimate mail by which they should go has been 
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Mr. J. Usher, dispatched, are put into the Dublin correspondence, and all those letters are sent 

up to Dublin from Waterford, though they are only for Clonmel and Limerick, 

6 July 1855. and they have to come down the next day; but they will not appear in the 
return as Clonmel correspondence, but will appear as Dublin correspondence. 

415. Mr. G7'ogan.'\ Are the Committee to understand that if a matter of 
important business should occur in Waterford, requiring correspondence with 
Clonmel, a letter sent as a parcel by railway, or by a messenger sent specially, 
could communicate the intelligence much earlier than could be done by the 
ordinary mail ? — Yes. I do not know whether the honourable Member was 
present when I stated that, in order to meet the commercial wants of the district, 
the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company have established a three-penny 
parcel post, by which they are carrying parcels under a quarter of a pound 
weight for the sum of 3 d., delivering them at the residences of the parties to 
whom they are addressed. 

416. Mr. Wilson.'] To what places are you referring ?— From Waterford to 
Clonmel, for instance, we can send a letter as a parcel at 3 rf. ; it applies to all 
towns on the line ; they will carry a letter for Z d. as a parcel, or a parcel under 
a quarter of a pound, and deliver it at the address of the party for 3 d. That 
can be done by any of their trains ; and the commercial public are using that 
mode of communication extensively. They can send up by one train to Clonmel 
and get back a reply by the return train. 

. Of course if they had a night mail it would still be a convenient means 
of communication to send parcels or letters by the day train to short distances 
like Clonmel, and receive answers the same day by ti’ain, which you could do 
earlier than by post under any arrangement? — Yes; I have reason to believe 
that if the Waterford and Limerick Company got the night mail, they would 
allow the Post-ofRce to send the bags by every train of theirs at a nominal price, 
such as is paid in England. 

418. Mr. Barrow That would involve several deliveries in the course of the 
day, would it not ?— The commercial public would probably send to the post- 
office after each arrival. Even if it was but one delivery in a day, it would be 
a great improvement upon the present system. 

419. Mr. Wilson.] You say that if the Post-office would adopt the terms of 
the railway for a night train, the raiLvay company would allow the Post-office 
to send letters by the day trains ? — I am not authorised to say so, but it is my 
belief that they would. I am not a director, or in any way connected with them, 
but from conversations I have had, and inquiries I have made, it is my belief that 
they would do so, and my impression is tliat they would do it for a penny a mile. 

420. Provided the Post-office would use the railway at night? — Yes. 

421. Is there any reason why the company should not afford that accommo- 
dation during the day now, at such a rate as would remunerate them r The 
question is what will remunerate them. If they are receiving a sum of money 
from the Post-office as a consideration, they will give the Post-office certain 
advantages. I do not think the Post-office can expect to get those advantages 
without something like a co-operation upon their part. 

422. Did you not say that the railway company have offered to cany the 
night mail at the prime cost of the mail? — Yes. 

423. If they charge nothing for the night mail but the prime cost, the exact 
cost to themselves, how should that form an inducement to them to carry the 
letters by day at a lower mte than they are now willing to do ?— I do not think 
you will find any English company that will do differently from vvhat they pro- 
pose. As to how they can make it pay, I am not prepared to give evidence; 
but I think you will not find any English company that will allow its line to be 
used for a nominal rate, unless there be some corresponding advantage. 

424. But I understood you to say that the company were exceedingly anxious 
to afford the community all the convenience they could with regard to the trans- 
mission of the letters ? — Yes. 

425. If that be so, why does not the company now afford that convenience to 
the Post-office by day which they would be willing to do if the Post-office 
were to enter into an arrangement which would produce no profit by night ? 

If I understand the matter properly, from the correspondence which has taken 
place, the Waterford and Limerick Company proposed to send a luggage tram 
at night attached to the engine which carried the mail, which would be soine 
advantage to them. But have the Post-office done their part towards the public, 
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and asked the company to do that ? I do believe the company would do that ; 
but the company are not to be expected to come forward and make the offer. 
It is the duty of the Post-office to watch over the interests of the public ; but 
have they ever asked tlie company to do it? 

426. Mr. Grogan.'] The present sum paid for the conveyance of the day 
mail is a matter of arrangement between the company and the Post-office? 
—Yes. 

427. Not by arbitration r — By mutual agreement. 

428. Has the proposal you are now referriug to ever been brought under the 
consideration of the Post-office by the company r— I do not think it has ever 
been brought under the consideration of the company by the Post-office. I 
think it is the Post-office which should take the initiative. 

429. Several railways converge in Waterford? — There are three railways ; the 
Tramore, the Kilkenny, and the Limerick. 

430. Is it in contemplation by the merchants of Waterford to establish a 
southern steamboat communication with Milford ? — I understand that boats will 
be put on in two months. 

431. "With a view of meeting the communication with London by railway? 
—Yes. 

432. In the case of a traveller leaving London with important intelligence, 
and arriving at Waterford, and proceeding by rail to Limerick, by how many 
hours would he anticipate the ordinary delivery of letters by the Post-office? — 
Until one sees the arrangements that are made one cannot tell. He would 
reach Limerick several hours sooner, no doubt; but the number of hours as 
compared with the mail I am not prepared to say, because all the night mails 
are delayed in Dublin. Hie mails which arrive in Dublin at eleven o’clock in 
the forenoon are not dispatched from Dublin till half-past seven in the evening. 

433. Have any complaints been made from those places south of Waterford, 
as to the hours at which they receive their letters in the morning, or the time at 
which they are obliged to be dispatched in the evening ? — I believe there have 
been ; I know from the town of Bonmahon, and from the district of Kilmac- 
thomas, there have been remonstrances. Bonmahon is the seat of some mining 
companies. 

434. It is an extensive mining district, is it not ? — It is an extensive mining 
district, and the correspondence with it is in the most insecure way. I know in 
my communications with Bonmahon, there is hardly a week in which I have not 
complaints with reference to delay and disappointment in the receipt of letters. 

435. Mr. Maguire^ If you wish to post a letter for the city of Cork, at what 
time must you post it ? — Before four o’clock. 

436. Is there not a very extensive commercial correspondence between Cork 
and Waterford? — There is. 

437. Do the merchants of Waterford experience great inconvenience from the 
early hour at which they are obliged to answer letters from Cork? — They do ; 
and that grievance is increased by the fact that the Liverpool letters arrive in 
Waterford a very short time before the Cork mail is dispatched ; there is a great 
hurry to receive the letters from Liverpool, in order to write to Cork the same 
day, from the early hour of dispatch. 

438. A merchant writing from Cork, to his corres])ondent at Waterford, 
I believe has up to eight or nine o’clock to post his letter ? — Yes. 

439' Would it not be a great advantage to the commercial community to 
extend it from four to six ? — Yes ; ' at present, there is the greatest inconvenience. 
A vessel, for instance, with Indian corn, arriving at Passage for orders, the 
chances are ten to one that the information of her arrival does not reach 
Waterford until after the Cork mail has gone out, so that the correspondence 
either with Cork or Limerick is greatly inconvenienced in consequence ; or, ^'ice 
versd, suppose a vessel arrives at Queenstown, and she is advised from Cork, 
from the late hour at which the letter reaches Waterford the merchant cannot 
write to Liverpool with regard to her in the ordinary course, unless he gives up 
all other business to attend to this particular thing in time for the post. 

440. At what time, from Cork, does the letter reach Waterford ; is it not deli- 
vered at eight or nine o’clock in the morning ? — The delivery commences at 
nine and terminates at 11 ; and the day mail, that would carry the infor- 
mation to Liverpool, closes at a quarter before 11. 

441. Are you aware that at Cork a vast deal of commercial busines is trans- 
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acted between the hours of three, and five or six in the afternoon? — I believe the 
bulk of their business, because their Liverpool letters reach Cork about three 
o’clock; and all their business consequent upon advices as to the markets in 
Liverpool is generally pending until they have received their letters, or get tele- 
graphic information. 

442. I believe, you are aware of the fact that English, the Dublin letters, and 
I believe the Waterford letters, are not delivered into the hands of merchants at 
Cork until about four, or half-past four in the day, from the Dublin mail which 
arrives at three? — Yes, but any letter from Waterford by that mail must have 
been posted between four and six o’clock the previous evening, and gone up to 
Dublin. 

443. Then there is a vast amount of correspondence transacted between the 
arrival of that mail in the city of Cork and a late hour at night ? — There is. 

444. So that there is every convenience offered to the Cork merchant, while 
there is none offered to the Waterford merchant?— That is precisely so. If our 
mail were extended to half-past eight it would be giving the merchants in Water- 
ford the same advantage that the Cork merchants now have. 

445. Do you know of any instance in Ireland where the Post-office has not 
been entirely guided by the consideration of the receipts being equal to the 
expenditure^ but where thev have given facilities to the local public on the 
o-round solely of public conWnience ? — My idea is, that the total receipts of the 
fine from Cork to the Limerick Junction are not equal to the expense which the 
Post-office is going to in sending the mails ; that is a matter of opinion ; but 
they are paying 4^r. 6d. a mile for the night mail, and Is. a mile for the day 
mail. The receipts of the Cork post-office in itself are not so much as the 
aggregate of Limerick and Waterford together. Take the case of Belfast, and 
Ballvmena, a small town in the north of Ireland ; the railway is not a trunk line 
at afl. The Post-office have given that town the dispatch of the mail by train, 
paying Ss. 7 id. a mile for it, and that train is a day train which leaves Belfast 
at 4 . 15 , and arrives at Ballymena at 6.30 ; they are giving that convenience to 
a towi/likethat at 3 s. 7|c?. amile, while they refuse to give Limerick and Water- 
ford the advantage that lias been offered. 

446. So that the Post-office is not always governed by the arbitrary rule of 
receipts and expenditure which they have endeavoured to set up against you in 
the present instance ?— I think they should have given up the whole of the Irish 
Post-office if they are governed by that ; because in the year 1853 the receipts 
were less than the expenditure ; judging by that, therefore, they should have 
given up the whole postal communication of Ireland. 

447. Mr. F. Scully.'] I asked you a question with respect to the conveyance 
of letters from Dunmore and Tramore to other places south of the Limerick 
Junction ; I presume the same rule would apply to the sub-post from Cashel ? 
— Exactly the same. 

448. Mr. Maguire.'] Is there any posting in Waterford for the south of 
Ireland, for the city of Cork, for example, after four o’clock in the evening ? — 
Letters addressed to Cork, posted between four and half-past six, are sent up to 
Dublin, and come down by the Dublin day mail the next day for delivery in 
Cork. 

449. Therefore they are not delivered in Cork until four or half-past four the 
next dav ? — No. 

450. Whereas, they would be delivered in the morning at eight or mne 
o’clock if the merchants had the same facilities in Waterford for posting as the 
merchants in Cork have? — Yes. 

451. They would arrive in Cork the next morning and be delivered at eight 
or nine o’clock? — They would. 

452. And the merchant would have the whole day to answer them ? — He 
would ; and the reply would be in Waterford the next day. 

453. Mr. Wilson.] You mentioned the communication between Belfast and . 
Ballymena, did you not r — Yes. 

454. You said that the rate paid by the Post-office to the railway was 3 ^. 7d.? 
— Zs. 7 id. I said that from a document printed by order of the House of 
Commons, on the 11th of August 1854 , which states that they are paying- 
s'. 7 |rf. for the 4.35 and the 7.35 trains. Now, on referring to Bradshaw, 

I find that the 4.35 train leaves Belfast at 4.35 in the afternoon. It is not a 

night 
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night train, and it reaches BaDyraena at 6.15 the same evening. The return 
train leaves Ballymena at 7.35 in the morning,- and arrives at Belfast at 9 . 20 . 

455. Does that 'return state 3 7 1 </. as the sum paid? — This return states 

Zs. 7 id. for the 4.35 and the 7.35 trains. Then there is Londonderry and 
Strabane, which has another train. , , 

456. Have you not got tlie-wrong return ?— “ Belfast and Ballymena, 1853 .” 

7 gt/. for the 4.33 and the 7.35 trains. . . \ . 

457. Just look again, and see if that is per mile r — “ Rate per- mile is at the 
head of the colurrin. ' 

458. For each service ? — For each service. 

459. That is for the whole day; it is not for each mile run?— I can only 
speak froin ihe document before me. The column is headed “ Rate per mile.” 

460. Mr. H. Herbert.'] stated that a letter put into the receiving-house 
at 11 o’clock in the day does'-not arrive at the post-office until after the Glon.mel 
mail has gone. 1 hold in my hand a paper which has been circulated, and 
which you doubtless know pretty well by heart ; but I do not find that grievance 
stated here ; may I ask -if a representation of that which appears to be an 
undoubted grievance, has been made to the Post-office ; and if so,, has any 
answer been received on the subject ; I now allude strictly to the point of the 
delay which takes place between the receiving-house and the post-office? — 
I know that a communication has taken place with the postmaster; but whether 
a communication has been made to the Postmaster-general I do not know. 
I had a conversation with . the postmaster on the subject, as secretary to the 
Postal Committee, to know why it was not remedied. 

461. With the postmaster at Waterford r — Yes. 

462. Y.on cannot state whether there has been any representation made to 
head quarters upon that subject ? — I cannot. 

463. Mr. Faga?i.'] Is this correspondence which you spoke of as carried by 

trains, independent of the post-office, at a charge of 3 cl. n parcel, a large corre- 
spondence ? — I think it is only within three months that the railway company 
have tried it; I do not know to what extent it has reached, but it is availed of 
a good deal, and I have no doubt will almost entirely supersede the mails if it 
should go on. • ^ . 

464. Is it an increasing correspondence f — It is. 

465. Would that mode of conveyance be done away with if the arrangement 

which you propose now were adopted ?— Yes, the revenue would come into the 
Post-office instead of being diverted as it is now _; there is no way of judging of 
the amount of the correspondence of those districts, because we have no facili- 
ties afforded for developing it. n , ' 1 

466. Viscount What mode have you of judging of the correspond- 

ence to w'hich you have just alluded, by railway ?—Froni communication with 
parties connected with the railway ; I made the inquiry, and they said it 
was an increasing correspondence, but they considered they had not yet fully 
tested it. j 

467. Did they give you any idea of what the amount of daily correspondence 
or weekly correspondence was ? — I did not ask. 

468. Mr. H. Herbert.'] Can you state to the Committee wnether m any dis- 
trict with which you are acquainted, cars for the conveyance of the mail, going 
at a low rate of speed, have been substituted for conveyances which went much 
faster? — The one horse car which is at present used is substituted for a mail 

460, Has that been done in many instances ?— Almost invariably. We had 
the night mails conveyed by coach from Waterford to Limerick : now those 
mails are conveyed by one-horse car, by a circuitous route up to Goold s Gross. 

470. Do those cars go at an inferior rate in comparison with the coaches you 

formerly had ? — I think they travel five miles an hour. ^ 

471. Mr. Groga?!.] Is there any guard in charge of the mails in those cars. 

—No. . . ' . 

472. Merely the driver ? — That is all. , . , - -w a 

473. He has to take charge of the mails as well as drive the car : Yes ; ana 
he has to carry the mails upon his back when a horse dies under the car by reason 

of the snow. , . p ...i m 

474. Did you know Waterford previous to the establishment or the railways, 
when the ordinary four-horse mail ran ? — I did. 

0.62. “ E 3 475 - was 
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Air, Was the accommodation to the merchants then better than it is now?— 
Vastly superior; there is one thing which I think parties take very much into 
consideration; they had an opportunity then of trave ling "f* 

appointed coach, whereas now the idea of a merchant, who wants to go ip to 
Dublin, travelling by night in a one-horse car, that goes jogging along at five 

™ Is it the province of the Post-office to find a good and 

spMdy mode of communication for the mails without reference to passengers.— 
I think they are bound to adopt the best within their power. 

All. IMr. De Fere.] The Committee have heard a good deal from you about 
the deficiencies of postal communication between Clonmel and Waterford and 
the Limerick Junction; are you aware whether there is any inconvenience 
resulting from the want of communication by rad betvveen Limerick and the 
Junction ? — I think to the county of Limerick and the county of Clare there 
is a very great inconvenience experienced, because the mads are necessarily 

‘^'*478.‘^'Explain how. if you please ?— By being forwarded by coach from the 
Junction, instead of going by railway, they arrive m Limerick considerably later 
than they otherwise would do, and for all the sub-posts which depend upon 
Limerick, and which would take in County Clare and County Limerick, the 

™ 470^ The posts for the northern parts of the county of Kerry are transmitted 
from Limerick, and not from Mallow?—! thought they were transmitted from 
Mallow ; I have not any information upon that subject ; I do not know much ot 
that railway. 



Mr. Joseph Malcomson, called in ; and Examined. 

480. Chairman.'] YOU are, 1 believe, proprietor of the factory at Portlaw ? 

—Yes. . ^ ^ 

481. You reside at Portlaw? — I reside at Portlaw. i . -n -u- 

482. You are also, 1 believe, one of the principals of the Steamship Building- 

Company m Waterford ?— I am, as a principal shareholder m the Watertord 
Steam Company. That concern belongs to the Waterford Steam Company, 
and I am connected with that concern. -,xr . r j a 

483. Are you also extensively concerned in steam-vessels from Y ateriord, anci 

from many other places ? — I am. p ,1 d m 

484. What is your experience of the present arrangements ot _the Post-otiice 
as afi'ecting trade and business generally at Waterford r— I consider the posta. 
arrangements of our districts exceedingly deficient m many respects. In the 
first place, the conveyance of the mail is exceedingly defective. We have the 
worst description of one-horse car to convey our mails from Portlaw, 1 ^should 
say, to be had in the county; the worst horse that will go, the most interioi 
driver or care-taker of the car, and I believe the speed is not certamly more 
than five Irish miles an hour. It is only what I have learaed from Bianconi s 
man. I do not know M'hat his contract is, but I know he very seldom goes 

more. „ , . , 

485. Is not that even better than some modes of conveyance which are em- 
ployed? — We have foot conveyance for our day mail to Portlaw. 

486. From where? — It is taken up now at Mullinavat. 

487. That is a station, I believe, on the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway? 
Yes. 

488. What is the distance from Mullina’v’ut to Portlaw? — It is about 10 

489. What time does this foot messenger occupy in making that journey ? ■ 
Fully three hours. 

400. That is when weather permits, I suppose ?— Yes. ^ . 1 p p ' 

401. At what hour do you receive the letters at Portlaw? — A little after four. 
I believe the mail is due at Mullinavat about one ; but it is a little after four 
when it is received. 



402 Does that messenger also bring the bags to Piltown and Uarrick-on-&uir . 
tT .1.. L..: -.u- K.n.v'; +CV p;i+n,,7,-. onri Pni-jnpl- .nn n IT I tliB mail IS divided 



He also brings the bags to Piltown and Carrick-on-Suir 

at the bridge of Faddown ; it is there separated. 



493' 



You 
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493. You have heard Mr. Fisher’s statement with regard to the postal arrange- Mdcomsou. 

ments between Waterford and Clonmel ; yon have a good deal of connexion with 

Clonmel, I believe ? — I have a good deal ; I have an establishment there. ® 1855. 

494. Will you state whether those arrangements are convenient or incon- 
venient ? — I consider the postal arrangements between Clonmel and Waterford, 
which is the most important place in connexion with the trade of Clonmel, have 
been very much deteriorated since the introduction of the penny postage. 

495. You mean not exactly, perhaps, on acconnt of the penny postage, but 
since the establishment of the railway r — Since railways have been established. 

496. You had two mails, I believe, in 1844 , between Waterford and Clonmel, 
or previous to the railway ? — We had. I will not say exactly previous to the 
railway, but I believe it was so ; I cannot speak to the date ; but we had in the 
olden times a 4 -horse coach, which left Clonmel in the morning and returned 
again in the evening ; then we had an evening mail from Clonmel, which brought 
the reply in the evening by Bianconi’s car. 

497. So that you could have, in Waterford or Clonmel, a reply the same day 
to a letter written from either place? — Yes, fromeitlier place. 

498. How is it now? — I do not know how it is ; I do not write by post one 
letter for five I used to do ; I send them by private conveyances backwards and 
forwards. 

499. You have occasion to write as many letters now as you had before ? — 

Yes. 

500. Mr. Zidi/ell] Speaking generally, from your experience, is it your opi- 
nion that if more facilities were afforded the number of letters would be very 
much increased ? — I have no doubt greatly increased. 

501 . C/Mtrman.] Have you found that the present mode of transmitting corre- 
spondence has been a very serious loss or damage to commercial men ? — No 
doubt the most serious loss arises from the circumstance that from the descripiion 
of conveyance we are constantly obliged to divide our remittances to Dublin, and 
are constantly disappointed in their transmission. 

502. Viscount Monc/t:.] Do you mean that you have lost money so trans- 
mitted ? — No, we have not lost money, but w^e have lost time ; we have no secu- 
rity from the Post-ofiice ; and if we have a large amount of money to be sent in 
charge of the most inferior person that can be selected, it is for our own security 
that we divide the remittances. 

503. Chairman.'\ To lessen the risk? — To lessen the risk. 

304. Are you acquainted with the postal communication between Garrick and 
Clonmel ? — There is very little postal communication now’ because of the time it 
occupies ; people •would hardly think of writing by the post from Garrick to 
Clonmel, I should sa'v. 

505. What is the distance between those two towns — Ten miles. 

506. In what time may an answer be expected to a letter written from Clon- 
mel to Garrick r — The mail leaves Cavrick at a late hour in the evening, so late 
that it is not delivered by the post-office authorities in Clonmel that night j the 
return mail is ver'',’ early in the morning ; I have not the particular time. 

507. Then, in fact, the postal communication between those towns which are 
only 10 miles apart, the railway running between them, is so inconvenient and 
tedious that your practice is to abandon that kind of communication altogether ? 

— For anything of importance no one would think of writing by post. 

508. You would send a special messenger? — Send a special messenger, or 
send it by railway. 

509. Have yon any idea of the extent to which the communication by 
railway parcel has been availed of? — I have not ; it has only lately been esta- 
blished. 

510. Mv. Maguire.'\ Do you ever use that mode of communication? — Yes; we 
are situate three miles from the railway, and we send over our parcels there ; we 
send them backwards and forwards as they are, and we get remittances of half 
notes and so on by railway. 

,511. Mr. Fagan.'] I understood you to say for every five letters you write, 
you do not .send more than one by post ? — That is just a guess. 

512. But in case of those arrangements which have been proposed by the last 
witness being carried out, you would be a regular correspondent by post i 
Decidedly. 

513. Chairman.] Do "voit consider it would be a very great advantage to 

0.62. E 4 Waterford 
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Mr. J. Malcomson. Waterford and Clonmel, and Carrick, and all the other towns connected with the 

railway, if the mails were transmitted by railway, instead oF by the present mode 

6 July 1855. of conveyance ? — I think it would ; I think it would greatly improve the com- 
mercial relations of those towns; they are in a very much worse condition than 
they were. 

514. Do you think, besides improving the commercial relations of those towns, 
or the commercial transactions, it would not diminish the revenue of the Post- 
office? — Decidedly increase it. 

515. By the increase ofletters? — I should think so. 

516. Sir S. Northcote.'] When you say increase, do you mean increase the net 
revenue or the gross revenue ? — cannot say whether it would compensate for 
the increased expense, but I certainly feel that it would be much greater con- 
trasted with what we are doing at present. 

517. Mr. H. Herbert.] Are we to understand you that there has been a 
general system of this substitution of cheap and nasty conveyances for efficient 
ones, which formerly existed in the district? — I am under the impression that 
there has, but I cannot speak of more than my own district. It is my own im- 
pression that it is so. 

.518. Viscount ifonc/r.] Is it not an almost necessary consequence of estab- 
lishing railway postal communication at considerable expense on leading lines, 
that in order ”to make the Post-office self-supporting, the expense of smaller 
subordinate transmissions should be economised as much as possible ; if, for 
instance, instead of a four-hor.se coach you pay for a railway which costs consi- 
derably more, on the main lines, you must i[j some way or other economise on 
the smaller deliveries, in order to keep the expenditure of the Post-office within 
those limits : — Of course the duty of the trunk line is more important and is 
more expensive ; but I take a very different view of the expense of the Great 
Southern and Western. I consider the charge of the Great Southern and 
Western is moderate, inasmuch as it has hung up six four-horse coaches for the 
Post-office. 

519. Mr. Grogan.] Do you consider the Post-office a source of revenue or a 
source of public convenience and security for the transmission of letters ?— I 
consider the Post-office should be devoted to public convenience before it is 
to be adopted as a source of revenue. It is a neutral tax, and I think it should 
be neutral revenue until it can afford it. 

520. Mr. Barroiv.] You do not mean that the general taxpayer should pay 
for the carriage of other people’s letters ? — My impression is, that if the Post- 
office were abandoned by the Government, it would be done more satisfactorily 
by the public. 

521. Chairman.] You speak of Ireland now, of course? — I take the country 
as a whole. 

522. Mr, Grogan.] Your impression is, that notwithstanding the substitution 
of railways, which afford such increased facilities for the transmission of mails, 
the actual postal accommodation has deteriorated from what it was previous to 
the introduction of railways into the country r — It has been so immediately in 
our district. I consider it is very much from the cheeseparing of the Post- 
office. 

523. It has deteriorated in point of time? — It has deteriorated in point of 
time. 

524. And of accommodation ? — And of accommodation. 

525. And in security?— In point of security, it has decidedly deteriorated. 
In point of time, I suppose they can compensate for the loss of time by the speed 
of tlie trunk line. 

526. Has it occurred within your knowledge, as concerned in business, that 
any letters conveying money have been lost at any time?— No, we have been 
so fortunate as to escape that. Money letters we generally send as registered 
letters. 

527. For that there is no extra charge upon the public? — Yes. 

528. Do you feel that that extra charge is imposed upon you by reason of the 
present insecurity in the transmission of letters ? — No, we did it for the purpose 
of being able to trace them if lost. We think it attaches an increased responsi- 
bility upon the officers. 

529- In 
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529. In the event of a money letter being lost at the Post-office, what is the Mr. J. Moleomsoif; 
remedy you have with the Post-office ?~I am not advised that we have any. 

530. Practically the Post-office take the entire charge of the letter, but they 
do not give you, as a commercial man, without an extra payment, that security 
which you, as a commercial man, think you are entitled to receive ? — I rather 
think we have no security by registration either beyond tracing the letters from 
hand to hand. 

531 . The question of expense has been mentioned to you ; have you any doubt 
that if the rate of postage had not been reduced so enormously as down to a 



penny, there would *have"*been a most ample fund to meet all the exigencies of 
the public at large, for postal purposes ? — Take the country as a whole, I should 



say a twopenny postage would have given us everything. 

532. It would have afforded most ample means for supplying you with all 
the accommodation you desire? — Yes. 

533 * Consequently, the fault of endeavouring to starve the service in Ireland, 
in order to reduce the expenditure within the limits which they themselves 
have taken as the lowest scale, rests with the Post-office ? — I think it rests with 
them. 

534. Viscount Monde.] With regard to the question of security in the trans- 
mission of remittances, supposing they were sent by railway, would you feel the 
same sort of security that they would be delivered as if sent by car?— Yes. 

535. Have you ever heard* of a case in which money or letters were lost in 
consequence of being sent by car?— I cannot speak exactly to any case, but 
I think it is very natural to suppose so ; I think it is common sense to sup- 



pose 



j 36. But from experience, if you find the letters delivered as safely by car as 
by railway, I do not see why you should complain?— You can draw that 
inference. 

537. Mr. De Vere.] Have you heard of any case in your neighbourhood in 
which a car was upset, and the mail bags were left inside the fence of the road? 

538. Viscount Mmick.] Within what time ; within the kst year ?— Perhaps 

not so long, and perhaps more than a year ; but we had an instance at the time 
of the snow at Portlaw, which might have been seriously inconvenient, of the 
stoppage of the post entirely, by the incompetency of the conveyance, and we 
had at the time 14,000 1. bankers’ cheques and securities, which though we might 
not have lost ultimately, might have placed us in a position of very great incon- 
venience, being lodged in the post-office at Portland for the night;, we had to 
send it on next day. , , n 

539. Last winter was an unusually severe winter c — But the roads were ail 
open and the moment we found that, we sent off a private, conveyance with. it. 

540. Mr. F. Scully?^ Were the trains running at the time?— The trains were 
never stopped on the Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

541. You have a foot messenger now ; but before the recent changes in - the 
carriao-e of mails, had you any foot messenger r —We had no second mail to 
Waterford till lately, and therefore we did not require him. We had no Dublin 

^*^^542. ^ut'you had two mails between Waterford and Clonmel before ?— Yes. 

543. Mr. Grogan.] Do you know what payment is made to these .foot mes- 
sengers?— Five sliillings a week and 4 ^. 7 i/. , , , , j r. ^ 

544. Then the post bag containing your letters and bankers dralts to the 
amount of 14,000 1. is carried on a man’s back for about 10 d. a day ?-^Yes. 

545. If you had not taken the precaution of sending by your own special 
messenger, would not a stoppage have occurred ? Yes. 

546. "^The Post-office arrangements would have necessitated that stoppage, 



unless you bad taken your own precaution to the contrary ?— Yes. 

- - What is the distance which the foot .messenger goes r— From 10 to li 



miles. 



,548. Mr. F. Scully . What is the average price of labour in that district now? 
We are paying about 7 s. a week. 



';4Q. Sir S. Jdorthcote.] What class of man is this who takes- the work at 5 s. a 
weekf while the ordinal^ wa[ges of the district are 7 s. ? — He is littleffietter than 



an old woman, I believe. , c. j 9 

Mr Liddell.] What is the distance that tins man performs per day ?— 
F Ihe 

0.62. ^ 
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The first is dispatched from Carrick-on-Suir. Speaking of wages, it is a boy 
that we dispatch ; the boy carries the mail from Portlaw to meet this mail ; they 
each meet a third footman, who proceeds with it to Mullinavat. We applied to 
the Post-ofiice, and have made more than one application to the Post-office to 
give us something to pay for sending a car with these letters. 

,551. What is the distance that this foot messenger, who receives as his salary 
5 s. a week, travels per day ?— He goes to Fiddown. 

552. What is the distance there? — It is four miles from Portlaw'. 

553. That is what he does for 5 s. a week?— That he does for 5 s. a week, 
and returns with the letters. 

554. Mr. Grogan.'] From Fiddown to Mullinavat is how far? — Six to seven 

miles 1 n T 7 T 

555. Do you know what a messenger gets for that ? — I do not know ; 1 sup- 
pose something like I5. a day. 

5.56. Is he a strong healthy man, or the same as the man you have described? 
— ^No ; they are generally men that can do nothing else. 

557. It is your impression, that the foot messengers who carry the post in the 

way you have described, are men wEo are practically past labour for the general 
labour of the country ? — Yes. ^ 

558. And that they accept this wretched remuneration merely because tney 
are not better employed ? — Yes ; they may consider it more healthy to be out in 
the air ; the boy that brings our mail was a boy who was in bad health, and we 
got him the appointment ; we recommended him to the post-office and they ap- 
pointed him. 

559. Has he improved in health? — Yes. 

560. Mr. Grogan.] Does that form an element in the consideration of his 
salary ? — We have nothing to do with that. 

561. S. Northcote.] Is there much competition for these postal places ; 
are people anxious to get them r — Lord Besborough has the appointment. 

562. Are you frequently asked by people to try to get them?— No; Lord 
Besborough has the patronage. 

563. Chairman:] Then this particular postal service is not offered for com- 
petition to the public? — Not put up to public contract, that ever I heard of. 

564. Portlaw, 1 believe, besides your establishment, is itself a town of great 
note, is it not?— It certainly is; there is a great deal oP correspondence. 

565. Is it the post town of the Marquis of Waterford?— Lord Waterford gets 
his letters now from Garrick. 

566. Of course, conveyed in the same way by those footmen?— No; our 
Garrick post is conveyed by car, the footman has the conveyance of the day mail 
which is taken up at Mullinavat. 

567. Of course, not only the correspondence to Piltown and to Carrick-on- 
Suir, but your corre.spondence, and the correspondence to others at Portlaw as 
well as the correspondence of the Marquis of Waterford, comes that way ? Yes ; 
and I may mention to the Committee that the adoption of the foot conveyance 
completely damages any conveyance we have by the day mail, and makes it of 
very little use to us ; for taking double the time by a foot messenger we cannot 
reply by the following mail. 

568. Whereas, if the railwav were used, you could do so ? — Precisely. 

569. There is a railway the entire distance ? — There is. 

570. In both directions ; in fact, you could have a railway communication by 
two different routes to Dublin?— Yes; one post arrives just in time to be too 
late with us for reply, in consequence of these foot-men. 

571. Mr. Grogan.] While the railway passes within three milas of the town 

where your large establishment is earned on at Portlaw, the Post-office prefer to 
seud letters by the foot mail 10 or 12 miles to Mullinavat.'' — Yes ; but I should 
just remark that this is not our in)portant post, this is our day mail from London 
and Dublin. . 

572. How do you get your night mail? — We get our night mailbyan interior car. 

573. Mr. F. Scully. Do you get your London letters before three or four 
o’clock in the afternoon, by the day mail? — We receive them at about half-past 
four iu the afternoon, and our mail goes out at five. 

574. Then you h-ave no time to answer those letters the same d-ay j— No. 

.575. Mr. Grogan.] In considering this question, has any change in the trans- 
mission of letters occurred to you whereby your locality would be improved in 

that 
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that respect? — I consider that a night mail -would suit all our purposes, as sug- jjj., j.Malcomion, 
gested by the last witness. _ 

576. Chairman.'] As to the importance of the day mail, that conveys not only g July 1855. 
your Dublin correspondence but also your Liverpool? — All our Liverpool cor- 
respondence and transactions up to three o’clock in the day in London. 

577. Mr. Liddell.] Have you a very considerable business in raw materials 
with Liverpool ? — We have a considerable business. 

578. Chairman.] Have you large steamers between Waterford and Liverpool ? 

—Yes. 

579. Mx. Liddell] So that the advices are most important to you?— Most 
important to us ; the more important, or as important as London, lor our prin- 
cipal steaming trade is out of London. 

580. Mr. ikaguire.] I understand you employ 1,640 hands in your establish- 
ment ? — In the Portlaw factory. 

381. In fact it is the most extensive establishment of the kind out of Ulster? 

— it is the largest cotton factory in Ireland. 

582. Chairman.] And you import from Liverpool, by your steamers, the raw 
material for that? — We do. 

583. Sir S. Nortkcote.] In the event of steamers being started from Waterford 
to Milford, which I believe is in contemplation, will Waterford become a more 
important medium of communication with the south of Ireland than it is at pre- 
sent, as a postal and mercantile centre r — As a mercantile centre Waterford must 
have advantage, but as a centre for postal communication I think is doubtful. _ 

584. Chairman.] You remember -when there was a a direct daily communica- 
tion, by steamer, between Milford and Waterford ? — Yes. 

585. That is not many years ago ? — No, not so many. 

586. That was abandoned, I believe ; can you state whether it was abandoned 
in order to cheapen postal expenditure ?— Yes. 

587. Do you remember the sa-ving that afforded to the Post-office ? — I have no 
recollection. 

588. From your knowledge of mercantile transactions in general, can you 
state whether there is considerable postal communication between South Wales 
and Waterford, and other parts in the south of Ireland ?— Yes. 

589. That was conveyed, not many years ago, by the Milford packet ? — Yes. 

590. How does that go on now ? — It comes now by Dublin. 

591. It goes up from South Wales by Holyhead to Dublin? — Yes. 

592. Viscount Monck.] What was the passage from Milford to Dunmore, do 
you recollect ? — I think about 12 hours; it can be done in 10 hours now; I 
think it is right for me to state that the Committee must be very well aware that 
the Waterford and Limerick Railway was brought forward as much for improv- 
ing our postal coraunmication as anything else. 

593. Mr. F. Scully.] Was there not a sum of money advanced by Government 
on loan to the Waterford and Limerick Railway? — I believe there was. 

594. W^as it mentioned at the time as one of the advantages of the railway, 
the facility it would afford to the country in the way of postal communication r — 

I believe the principal eleinent of traffic they gave, was the profit they were to 
get from the Post-office. 

595* principal inducements for the Government to 

advance the loan? — I believe it was. 

596. And no advantage has been taken of that railway by the Post-office ? — 

There has been a railway running through Clonmel and Carnck for three years, 
and we have never had a letter carried by it. 

.597. Mr. Liddell.] There was no stipulation, I suppose, entered into, or 
attempted to be entered into, by the Government with the company, when they 
advanced that sum of money, that convenience should be afforded for the con- 
veyance of the mails? — I am not aware of that. 

598. Mr. De Vere.] I believe you export your goods very largely to different 

parts of the world ? — ^To all parts of the world almost. _ 

599. North and South America? — North and South America, China, and the 
East and West Indies. 

600. That must entail a very considerable correspondence ?— Very extensive. 

601 . It is a matter of very great importance to you, is it not, that that should 
arrive with dispatch ? — It is not unfrequently the case that we are inconvenienced 
by missing a packet through the delay of our own internal mails. 

0.62, F 2 602. Mr. 
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vir, J. Malcomson. ^02. Mr. F. Scull^.'] How long does it take to answer letters from Liverpool 

to Portlaw ; supposing a letter is posted on the previous day at Liverpool, when 

C July 1855. do you receive it at Portlaw ? — At four o’clock. 

603. Then you have not time to answer that letter the same evening r — 
Barely time. There is about half an hour. 

604. If the mails were conveyed by railway you might- receive those letters 
earlier in the day by some hours? — We should. 

605. Chairman.'] You conceive, that you afford considerable benefit to that 
part of the country by the employment of so many persons in that factory ? 
—I do. 

606. Do you consider that you work that factory at a great disadvantage, by- 
reason of the want of those postal facilities which could be afforded? — Certainly, 

I do. 

607. Are you in competition with extensive factories in England that have 
those facilities? — I am. 

John Aloysius Blake, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

j. A. 608. Chairman.] YOU are Mayor of Waterford ? — Yes. 

609. You are also in business in Waterford? — I am. 

610. Besides your own experience in postal arrangements, you have had 
something to do with applications to the Postmaster-general upon the subject ? 
— 1 have. 

6n. And have had an opportunity of learning what is the general feeling of 
the commercial community with regard to the present system of postal arrange- 
ments 7 — Yes. 

612. Will you be so good as to state to the Committee, without going into 
details already before them, what is your experience and knowledge upon the 
subject? — I think the postal disadvantages which we labour under at Waterford 
are of a twofold nature ; in the first place, there are the disadvantages we 
labour under in our communication with the towns of Limerick and Cork, and 
the intermediate towns travelled over by the line, and the disadvantages 
experienced by the people dependent upon the sub-post offices, Dunmore, 
Tramore, Woodstown, Ferry Bank, on the other side of Waterford, and Passage, 
and Mullinavat ; there are a good many mills about there ; they suffer also. I 
will detail to the Committee, in the first place, the disadvantages which, as 
citizens, at Waterford, we labour under, before proceeding to mention the dis- 
advantages those towns suffer from. It occurs that the merchants of Waterford, 
many of them, are very extensively engaged in the corn trade; we have a good 
many corn merchants, and a good many commission corn merchants, who receive 
consignments of grain from Odessa and difterent ports in the Black Sea, and 
from the Mediterranean and other parts ; from some of the Baltic ports, which 
are still open. It is very often the habit that those vessels call at Cork for 
orders, waiting the directions of the merchants of Waterford or the commission 
agent as to disposal of the cargoes. Those vessels coming from distant ports, it 
is very often desirable that the captain should receive his directions as soon as 
possible ; and possibly, owing to one cause or another, the corn may be heated, 
or there may be a rapidly rising or a rapidly falling market; so that it may be 
very desirable for the merchant to give his captain directions as to its disposal ; 
for instance, if the condition of the cargo is so bad that it is desirable it should 
be put in store at once, or if the vessel is in a disabled condition, it tnay be proper 
that it should be transferred to smaller vessels, and either sent to the corre- 
spondent at Limerick, or a portion sent to Waterford. It also happens that the 
corn-commission agents may not be the owners of the cargoes. Then a good 
. deal of their correspondence lies along the route pursued Ijy the early Dublin 
mail that leaves Waterford at half-past 11 o’clock. The directions of the corn 
merchant or the agent to his correspondent at Cork or at London, is guided in a 
great measure by his chances of sale up the country, and by his other means of 
disposing of it. If he finds that there is a probability of selling the whole of the 
cargo at Waterford or in the neighbourhood, then he may desire it to be sent up 
to him. It may occur also that a good deal of that corn might be sold in the 
neighbourhood of Limerick, and consequently he may desire the vessel either to 
come to Waterford or go to Limerick, as the case may be. As I mentioned to you 
before, it is a matter of vital importance very often to the profit which he may 

derive. 
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derive, and also to the safety of the cargo itself, that he should send his orders as ^ 
rapidly as possible to Cork. Now, as to the Cork mail at Waterford, I live 
■opposite the post-office of Waterford ; I have no box at the post-office, but we 
get our letters about as soon as any one else in Waterford, or sooner, because the 
postman comes immediately across, so that you may consider 1 get them about 
the first. We receive our Cork letters at about half-past 9 o’clock in the 
morning, and a great many merchante will not receive their letters before half- 
pastlO o’clock. The box of the Dublin morning mail closes at 11 o’clock, so 
that, generally speaking, the merchant is quite shut out from communicating with 
his correspondents on the line that is traversed by the early Dublin mail; he 
then has to wait until 7 o’clock in the evening to send those letters to Kilkenny, 
Carlow, Thomastown, and other places where he may have correspondents ; those 
go up to Dublin, and are not received at those places until the down mail of the 
next day, at about 12 o’clock at noon. 

613. You mean to say that the letters pass by those places, go to Dublin, and 
come down back again ? — They pass them at some distance, of course 5 but they 
have, to a certain extent, to pass them by. 

614. I did not mean to say they actually went through those places, but they 
have to go beyond them to Dublin? — Precisely; they are not received there, 

I believ^ unti'l 12 o’clock the next day. If they were received earlier, those 
parties would be in a condition to say whether they accepted offers or not. 
Many of those offers, of course, are subject to reply ; and if they received them 
an iiour or two earlier, they would be in a position to reply by the down mail ; 
but, from the late hour at which they receive them, they are not in a position to 
do so; and I have made a calculation myself, which I can put before the Com- 
mittee, that if those letters were received by the Dublin mail, as we receive them 
earlier, the merchant could receive his ‘replies, whether his offers could be 
accepted or not, nearly 36 hours earlier than he does under existing circum- 
stances. 

615. Those transactions, you are aware, are very frequent?— Very frequent. 
Verv many merchants of Waterford have told me that they have suff'eied very 
materially in consequence of that. 

616. Very considerably so before the war broke out: — Very considerably 
before that, ‘when there was a large import of corn coming from the ports of the 
Baltic. I may also mention that it is of very great importance in a town like 
"Waterford, from which we supply merchandize and (iitterent articles of corn- 
merce to the smaller towns, for the merchants, if possible, to receive all their 
letters at the same time. There are two routes to travel by ; two mails ; there 
is the Dublin route, and the route from the south of Limerick. We have mer- 
cantile transactions with both routes. If a merchant has a certain quantity of 
corn, or so many chests of tea, or so many hogsheads of sugar, as the case may 
be, if he got all his letters at the same, time, he might receive from different routes 
a certain* amount of orders, and he might accommodate his correspondents with a 
certain amount of the orders so received, according to his ability ; he could divide 
the amount of commodities he possessed amongst his friends, so as to accommo- 
date all If he had only 40 chests of tea in his possession, and received an order 
from two parties on the Dublin route for 20 each, and received on the other 
route two orders for 20 each, he might send each halt tlie quantity, and might 
supply himself in the meantime, so as to make a profit /or himself, and accom- 
modate them also ; whereas, when he receives his Dublin letters at 8 0 clock m 
the morning, he is obliged to send forward his invoices at 11 o’clock to his 
correspondents on that line ot route. 

617. Mr. Grogan:] By the Dublin route, do yoTi mean the route by Mary- 
borough ?— No ; what I mean is this : there ore two lines of railway which come 
into Waterford, one is from Limerick, and the other from Dublin, traversing two 
lines of country. 

618. Which do you call the Dublin route? -You perceive that the letters do 
not travel bv the railway ; you might imagine that when I speak ot the Dublin 
route, I speak of the one by railway. Our Dublin letters come m one way, but 
the merchandize in a different way. 

6ig. Nou used the words “ Dublin route;” I only wanted to know "’Inch 
mode of going to Dublin you meant by that particular designation Ihe 
Maryborough route. What I mean to say is this ; if the merchant receireu^all 
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5/a^e, Esq. hig letters at the same time, he would be able to apportion his orders 
accordingly. 

6 July 1855. 520. Ckairma 7 i.'] You mean the Dublin letters and the Clonmel and Limerick 

letters at the same time?— Precisely ; he replies to one set of correspondence 
about the time that he receives his letters from the other. 

621. Sir S. NorthcoteJ] You mean, I presume, that it would be convenient 
for him to receive the second set of letters at the same time that he receives the 
first ? — Yes ; he is actually dispatching one set of letters when he is just receiving 
the other. 

622. Chairman.] He is obliged to answer the first set of letters before he gets 
the second, whereas the second set of letters might materially alter the character 
of his answers if received in time? — Precisely; I may also mention that, since 
the completion of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, several of the Limerick 
merchants avail themselves of the completion of tlte railway to get their goods 
from Waterford, as it is a shorter way very often of getting them into Limerick ; 
they avail themselves of the Waterford and Limerick Railway to get them down. 
Now a great amount of these goods is received by the steamer from Liverpool ; 
it verv often occurs that the steamer from Liverpool arrives at Waterford after the 
Clonmel mail is dispatched, and consequently the advices are not sent until the 
Dublin mail, at seven in the evening, that mail not being received in Limerick 
until the middle of the next day, and the merchant there is not able to send his 
reply before the evening ; that is received at Waterford at 8 o’clock the next 
mornino-, and between his agent at Waterford or the agent of the steamboat 
company announcing to him the arrival and receiving a reply, there is a delay 
of at least 24 hours more than there ought to be ; the goods in the meantime 
may be of a nature that may be deteriorated or in a perishable condition, and 
I have known instances where a good deal of loss has occurred in consequence. 

623. Mr. Grogan.] The quays of Waterford have not sheds over them for the 
storeage of goods, I believe? — They have not. 

624” Mr. De Fere.] What time would be gained in transmitting the advice 
of the aiTival of a vessel at Passage in Waterford to a particular merchant, if you 
could employ the railway for the purpose of postal transmission instead of the 
present mode? — If the railway was used both for bringing the letters down and 
re-transmitting, I have calculated that it would effect a saving to him of close 
upon 24 hours. The advice being sent to him as it is now, after the other mail 
is dispatched, occasions that delay. For instance, if a vessel comes in at half- 
past 4, von cannot send the advice until 7 in the evening by the Dublin^ post, 
which g^oes by a very circuitous route ; instead of being received early in the- 

morning it is not received tilllate in the afternoon. 

625. Chairman.] The inconvenience which you speak of arises from this, 
that there is a too early dispatch of the direct mail, and the mail dispatched late 
goes by a circuitous route ? — Precisely. 

626. And that it would be a great convenience if those two modes of convey- 
ance were combined in one at a later period ? — Yes. 

627. Going by a direct route and arriving in much quicker time ? — Yes. 

62b. Mr. Fagan.] In consequence of this inconvenience, do tke merchants of 

Limerick use the railway between Waterford and Limerick to send their letters 
as parcels ? — I do, in my own instance ; and a great many gentlemen have told 
me that they are obliged to send their letters by parceL 

629. Is not the mode of transmission increasing? — ^Very considerably m- 
creasin 

630. '^The merchants, as I understand, are satisfied to pay Zd. d. parcel for- 
their letters by this mode of conveyance, in consequence of the inconvenience 
experienced by the existing postal communication, for which they only pay id.'i 

— That is the case. r- i .. i • j 

631. Viscount Have you any idea of what the amount ot that kina 

of correspondence is? — 1 cannot immediately state ; but we have a good many 
commission agents who have transactions up the country, and they have told me 
that they iiave a great many letters transmitted that way. By the present 
arrangements of the post, with regard to the most important places we have to 
communicate with, we have only five hours for the execution of orders and^to 
send replies ; whereas by the least important route we have 12 lioiu's. We receive 
our Dublin letters at about 7 in the morning ; we are not required to put the 
replies in till 7 in the afternoon ; by the other route the general delivery is not 
completed before 11 o’clock in the forenoon, and we must have our letters in by 
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4 o’clock to Clonmel, Limerick, Cork, Tipperary, Casbel, and all those other ^ 
places, so that we have only five hours to make up our replies instead of 12, as 
we might liave if dispatched the other way. 

632. Is the commercial intercourse with that line of country greater than with 
Dublin ? — I think it is, a good deal move. 

633- Chairman.] Besides the corn trade, is not there a considerable traffic 
carried on by jobbers in stock? — A very great amount; the merchants of 
Waterford purchase a good deal of butter and pigs, and corn and other matters, 
and they experience a great amount of inconvenience in transmitting orders to 
their agents for that purpose ; if they send a person to purchase butter and pigs 
to a district far up the country, the transactions of those under-agents are regu- 
lated by directions from home, and the merchants suffer a great deal of incon- 
venience in those matters, from the slow way of transmitting the orders. 

634. The markets they resort to are in the county Limerick, Tipperary, Clare, 
and so on ?— Yes; and some merchants have told me that they have suffered a 
great deal of loss in consequence of not being able, when they have received 
intelligence of the rising or falling of the markets in England, to transmit their 
orders up the country ; they may either have restricted their purchases, or have 
purchased too much. 

635. Mr. Fagan.] You heard the evidence of Mr. Fisher upon the subject of 
our inquiry ? — I did. 

636. Do you think the proposal made by Mr. Fisher would obviate or remove 
those inconveniences which you have now spoken of? — Yes; by sending the 
mails at a later hour in the evening, I do. 

637. Chairman.] Do you know that business transactions are carried on at 
late hours in the evening in Waterford? — Yes, most undoubtedly; we carry 
them on till 10 o’clock at night, sometimes ; I know some places which are 
not closed sometimes before nine o’clock, and seldom before seven. 

638. Mr. Liddell] Is that owing to the postal arrangements? — Yes, in some 
measure ; and also it is the habit of the country. 

639. Mr. Be Vere.] Limerick merchants, I understand from you, very often 
have their cargoes delivered in Waterford, for the purpose of having them trans- 
mitted from Waterford to Limerick afterwards ? — I believe they avail themselves 
of every Liverpool steamer to bring over their goods, and they would do so a 
good deal more if they could get speedy information of their arrival; there is 
one merchant in particular at Limerick who complained to me very much of the 
inconvenience he experienced in that respect. 

640. Those goods are very often of a perishable nature r — Very frequently. 

641. It is therefore very impovtamt that the merchants should receive advice 
•as soon as possible? — Very important, both to regulate their sale, as well as 
regards the saving of the goods. 

642. The mode of transmitting that advice is that it must go by a one-horse 
car a very circuitous route from Waterford, to a point on the Dublin Railway, 
called Goold’s Cross ? — Yes ; we receive our letters from Limerick at 8 in the 
morning, and they receive their advice of the arrival of goods in Waterford about 
the time of the dispatch of the mail for Waterford, so that they are precluded 
from writing by that post directions to their agents about the goods. 

643. We have got now as far as Goold’s Cross ? — Yes. 

644. The mail has then to go down the railway as far as the Limerick Junc- 
tion ? — It has. 

645. And from the junction it is transmitted on to Limerick by a one-horse 
car? — No; I am rather under the impression that it is sent from the junction 
by a two-horse coach. 

646. 'I'hen all tliat circuitous route could be obviated by making use oi the 
railway which runs direct from Waterford to Limerick — In a very great mea- 
sure it could ; and, besides that, the mail would travel during the night to the 
south, and the merchants would receive their correspondence early in the 
morning. 

647. Mr. Barrow.] So far as the communications by day are concerned, the 
merchant does not suffer very much, because he has an opportunity three times 
a day of sending parcels by the train? — But he receives his communications 
after one of those trains has gone ; he does not receive communications from 
Limerick until half-past 10, and then the first train has long gone. 

0.62. F 4 648. The 
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J. A. B/flfe, Esq. 648. The great accommodation, you say, would consist in the establishment 

of a night !rain? — Yes : that would obviate to a very great extent all that we 

6 July 1855. complain of. 

649. Chairman.'] Will you describe to the Committee by the map the route 
which a letter takes from Limerick to Waterford.- First from Limerick to the- 
Limerick Junction? — Yes. 

650. That is by 2-horse car r — Yes. 

651. That black line running alongside the road is tlie railway: — Yes. 

652. It goes up to Goold’s Cross by railway? — Yes. 

653. And comes down from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, and on to Waterford, 
by a 1-horse car ? — Yes. 

654. How many hours does that letter take coming from Limerick to Water- 
ford by that route’ ?— I think at present it occupies close on 1 6 hours. 

655. What time does the railway take to run trains from Waterford to 
Limerick? — I think it goes from Waterford to Limerick in a little over four 
hours. 

656. Then the letter takes nearly four times as long as the railway ?— Very 
nearly. 

657. There are three modes employed by the present arrangement? — Yes. 

658. And there would be only one mode by the railway ?— Yes. I wish also 
to mention, that from about the month of May, including that month of May and 
September, the towns of 'I'ramore, Dunmore, Woodstown, and some smaller towns 
about Waterford, are frequented by a vast number of people from Clonmel, 
Cashel, Tipperary, and even in some instances by people of Limerick. I know 
one of the most extensive merchants of Limerick who .spent the whole of last 
season atTramore; so that Tramore, at least for five months in the year, is 
frequented by a very large number of the mercantile community, and also by shop- 
keepers and traders who live up that line, in the towns of Garrick, Clonmel, 
Cashel, Tipperary, Thurles, and Limerick itself. I have had an opportunity of 
speaking several times with those people since I have been in office, who were 
most anxious to have the postal inconvenience remedied, in consequence of the 
great inconvenience they experienced in communicating with their places of abode 
and business when at those watering-places. Now the town of Dunmore is very 
rapidly increasing, and there is a very great number of people from those parts 
of the country who are at Dunmore ; and if a letter from Limerick, or any of those 
places, arrives at Waterford, for a merchant, at eight o’clock in the morning, it has 
to remain there 24 hours, until the following morning ; he then writes his reply, to 
go on to any of those towns, and it arrives in W^aterford at five o’clock in the 
afternoon, after the dispatch for the place for which he intends it, so that it has 
then to be dispatched a very circuitous way by Dublin, and does not arrive until 
the next day ; so that between leaving the place from which it is sent, to the time 
the reply is received, there is a delay of very nearly 40 hours over what it ought 
to be. Suppose they write by return of post, and use all possible dispatch, there 
is a delay of two days over what ought to be ; of course that is very often attended 
with very unpleasant consequences, and those places would be much more fre- 
quented, 1 believe, and people would be able to take a great deal more recreation 
in the summer, belonging to those towns, but they have told me they are afraid 
to leave home in case anything should occur which might be detrimental to 
their personal interests. A question was asked, whether there was much com- 
mercial intercourse between those towns and Clonmel and Tipperary ; certainly 
between those towns there is not, but those places are used as places of health 
and recreation by a very large number of the trading and mercantile community 
belono-ing to those towns. I suppose, at Tramore, there are above 20 families cf 
merchants belonging to those towns, besides a great number of the small trading 
community, whose transactions of course, though not so large as the merchants, 
are just as’ important to them, requiring advice and information. 

659. Is there anything else you wish to state to the Committee? — I may men- 
tion to the Committee that the Earl of Huntingdon stated, that it would be very 
inconvenient to him to come to give evidence, and he handed to me a letter which 
he wished me to place before the Committee. I have also had communication 
with Lord Stuart de Decies; he complains of the very great inconvenience that 
occurs to the county of Waterford from the transmission of the mail ; Lord Hunt- 
ingdon is the deputy-lieutenant of the county ; you will find in this letter the diffi- 
culties he experiences in receiving communications. Lord Stuart de Decies has 

(old 
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told me that he has suffered a good deal of inconvenience in communicating with J 
his lieutenants and the magistrates throughout the county, and also understand 
that in his capacity as colonel of the Waterford artillery, in communicating with 
his regiment, he suffers a good deal of inconvenience ; I have heard from several 
of the lieutenants of the county of Waterford and magistrates that the public 
service has suffered a good deal in consequence of the slow and circuitous way 
in which the mails are sent. On one occasion, the Government were anxious 
that a large sum should be received for the Patriotic Fund, and communications 
had to be sent by mounted police instead of by post, in order to save time. 

660. Will you read the letter of the Earl of Huntingdon. Was it addressed 
to yourself? — It was : “ Gaultier Cottage, 3 d July 1855 . Dear Sir, — As you 
are going to London to be examined as a witness before the Committee (which 
I am glad to see Mr. Meagher has succeeded in obtaining), to inquire into the 
postal arrangement for the South of Ireland, would you kindly state for me the 
great inconvenience we suffer, both as magistrates and as private individuals, 
from the present arrangements of our post. Should we require, as magistrates, to 
communicate with Lord Stuart de Decies, our Lord Lieutenant, residing not 
more than 50 miles from Imre, a letter will in due course, if sent on Monday, not 
be received by him until Wednesday ; in fact, where dispatch has been requisite, 
he has been obliged to send his letters by the police ; and in the same way our 
private letters from Cork, from Dungarvan, &c. &c., take longer than letters to 
and from London. What we want, and what we ought to have, is a night and 
day mail by railway, and then cars to leave Waterford for the smaller towns, 
See. See. ; but it appears to me, the Post-office authorities, instead of trying to 
give accommodation to the public, in this part of the country at least, are, I may 
say, only anxious to make the Post-office a paying establishment. This may be all 
very well, but in my opinion, it may be carried too far ; and instead of trying to 
make one runner do, where two are required, and reducing the salary of the 
county postmaster, and the number of clerks, I think reduction of salaries 
ought to commence rather higher. I am, dear Sir, yours truly, Huntmgdon.” 

I may also mention what the high sheriff of the county of Waterford said ; he 
speaks of suffering in communicating with the sub-sheriff at Lismore. 

661. With reference to this letter from Lord Huntingdon, have you, in your 
position as mayor of Waterford, had official communication with the lieutenant 
of the county, and the sheriff and deputy lieutenants? — Occasionally, in my 
official capacity, I have to communicate with them. 

662. So that jou are aware of the inconvenience they suffer in common with 
the community at large ? — Yes ; and also occasionally I have experienced a good 
deal of inconvenience myself. 

6C3. Mr. Grogan.~\ You said you had some communication from the liigh 
sheriff upon the same subject? — The high sheriff of the county, Captain Wise, 
residing at Waterford ; his sub-sheriff must reside in the centre of the county ; 
he resides at Lismore, and he says in his official communications with the sub- 
sheriff, be has suffered a vast deal of inconvenience in consequence of the slow 
transmission of the post, and the circuitous way in which it is sent: I may say 
in conclusion, that the mercantile community of VVaterford, to my knowledge 
and belief, suffer very greatly from the present state of things; it is most 
detrimental to their interests, and to the community of Waterford at large. 

Mr. Johii O’Connor, called in ; and Examined. 

664. Chairman^ YOU are Secretary to the Waterford and Limerick Railway 
Company ? — I am. 

66,5. Will you infoi-m the Committee, as shortly as possible, in what state the 
negotiations between the Post-office and the Waterford and Limerick Railway- 
Company terminated, and when ? — I believe that it is all in the printed report, 
of which I can give you a copy. 

666. You were asked for your terms, I believe r — We were asked for our 
terms, and, after some correspondence, vve stated wdiat those terms would be. 

667. You offered to convey the mails at 9 d. per mile in the day, and 25. Zd. 
per mile at night? — Yes. 

668. That was for the single mile?— Yes. 

669. Did you get any answer from the Post-office to that offer? — Not for 
some time; but after some months we wrote again to ask for a reply, and they 
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tlien said that the Postmaster-general was not prepared to accept the offer, as he 
conceived it was much too high. 

670. Did they make any offer to the company? — No. 

671. Tliey di^ not propose any lower terms to the company? — No. 

672. Or show any disposition to re-open the negotiation ? — None whatever. 

673. Are you authorised or at liberty to state whether those were the lowest 
terms at which the company could convey the mail ? — It has not been under the 
consideration of the directors for more than 12 months now as a matter of busi- 
ness. At the time this letter was written, I was directed to make out the lowest 
price at which the night train could run — the cost price — and I arrived at the 
conclusion that they could not do it for less than 9 ,s. 3 d. a mile. 

674. Mr. Wickham.'] What is the length of the line ? — Sixty miles then, 
now 77 . 

675. Mr. Barrow.] Was that upon the assumption that there would be any 
passengers by the night mail train ? — It was considered that it would cost 2^. 6 d., 
and the company offered to do it for 26 -. 3 d. 

676. To run a special train? — Yes. 

677. But assuming that the company employed the special train in conveying 
luggage, the actual cost to the company would be considerably reduced ? — It 
would not be considerably reduced ; no doubt they would have an advantage by 
being able to carry some goods by it and some passengers ; but that would be of 
very small importance; indeed, for passengers, I do' not consider it would be of 
any importance. 

678. Mr. Liddell.] Would the putting on of that train have dispensed with any 
other train on the line ?— No ; and much inconvenience would have arisen, and 
great expense, from having to put on the night train, because the line is now 
shat at night, and we have, therefore, no night staff required, which «e must 
have had for the night train. 

679. Mr. F. Scully.] With respect to the day trains, can you give the Com- 
mittee any opinion as to any reduction the company might make in their terms 
or their offer with respect to the day mails, supposing their terms as to night trains 
were agreed to ? — I am not at liberty to make any statement of what they would 
do ; it has not been the subject of consideration with the Board of Directors lately. 

680. Chairman.] If the Post-office bad, in rejecting the offer which you made 
to them, held out any hopes of accommodation, were you prepared to meet them ? 
— My own impression is that the company would have taken 3 d. per mile off the 
day mails. 

681. Mr. Grogan^ In the proposition which your directors submitted to the 
Post-office authorities, did they specify any particular liour at which the night 
mail train was to be run, or did they leave that to the Post-office? — We made 
the offer upon the understanding that it was to be open to us to convey goods. 

682. But I refer to the hour at which it was to run? — I named the hour in 
ray communication with the Post-office, which I can read. The object of that 
was, not with respect to the hours of arrival or departure, but with respect to 
the hours upon the road ; that we should have a certain time, and that we were 
not to run above a certain number of miles an hour upon the road, to enable us 
to convey goods. We proposed to start from Waterford at a time that would 
suit for our arrival at the Junction, in order to meet the up and down trains. 
We took that as a fixed point, 12 o’clock at night. 

683. Your proposal was to arrive at the Junction with a view to meet the up 
and down Dublin trains? — Yes. 

684. That is, 12 o’clock at night? — Yes. 

6S5. Did you specify your proposal of the hour of departure from Waterford ? 
— I specified at about half-past eight. 

686. If that proposal had been entertained by the Post-office, the commercial 
community of Waterford would have had the advantage of the interval between 
four o’clock, the present time of departure, and half-past eight for their cor- 
respondence? — Yes, for the Clonmel correspondence, and for the South of 
Ireland. 

6S7. Did you, in your proposal to the Post-office, specify that it was to be a 
first class or a second class, or any particular class train ? — No, merely that we 
should be at liberty to carry goods. 

688. Did you make your offer to perform the service under cost price, because 

you 
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you expected you should obtain some profit from the carriage of passengers’ Mr. /. O’Connor, 
parcels and goods ? — Yes. _ . ~ 

689. That is to say, the facility of being able to carry them by the mail train ‘'“J ^ 55 - 

was the inducement to make the offer upon such low terms? — I have no doubt 
we could not run the night train, putting on the additional staff necessary for the 
night duty, at less money. 

6go. It has been statei that the hour from Waterford to Limerick of the last 
train is lialf-past five ? — No; that only runs to Clonmel; the last hour fora 
through train is three o’clock in the afternoon. 

691. Mr. Liddell.] Was there any objection made upon the part of the Go- 
vernment to entrusting the mails to a train which was to carry goods ? — None 
whatever. 

.692. Chairman.] You do carry the day mail from the Junction to Limerick ? 

Yes, we do carry the day mail from the Junction to Limerick. 

693. That is the only use that is made of the railway by the Post-office ? — Yes. 

694. What are the terms on which that is done ? — One shilling a mile. 

695. Mr. Grogan.] What train is that? — Tiie train that leaves Limerick at a 
quarter to 11. 

696. In returning from Limerick to Waterford what is your last train? — It 
leaves at a quarter-past 4 , and arrives in Waterford at 10 minutes past 8. 

697. So that you may consider the communication by your line, as a day line, 
closed at 16 minutes past 8? — ^Yes. 

698. Therefore to have put on a train leaving Waterford at half-past 8, as 
you proposed, would liave involved the expense of a staff for that purpose ? — Yes. 

699. Mr. Bar7'ow.] Returning from the Limerick Junction to Waterford, 
what are the hours? — Leaving the Junction at 1 a.m., and aniving at Waterford 
at 4 . 30 , there would be a delay of an hour in consequence of the necessity of 
sorting the letters. 

700. Mr. 'Grogan.] In your pioposal did you intend to find accommodation 
for the guard to accompany the mail? — By the night mails we did. 

701. Consequently there could have been no risk whatever if the night mails 
were transmitted in their own official charge ? — I think not. 

702. At present there is no guard whatever in charge of the mail otherwise 

than the car driver?— So I understand. ^ • 

703. Does a guard accompany the mail by the day train r — A post-office 
messenger comes with the bags. 

704. The guard travels in the train with the day mail ? — The messenger, the 
person in charge of the mail bags. 

705. In speaking of Is. a mile, which you receive for the carriage of the day 
mail, and at 2s. Bd. of which you proposed to carry the night mail, you refer to 



a single mile? — Yes, a single mile. 

706. Are you aware that in all railway arrangements it is always the single 
mile at which railway companies contract to convey for the Post-office ? — No ; 

I believe there are exceptions; for instance, I see in the return there is 6s. lor 
the double mile, but all the arrangements I am aware of myself have been 
always calculated upon the single mile. 

707. Mr. Fagan.] What amount of postal conveyance would the Post-office 
have saved by this arrangement which they have now in course of action as to 
cars and coaches ?— They have been stated by Mr. Fisher pretty nearly ; one is 
the mail coiive}'ance between Limerick and the Junction ; that is a coa^cli. 

,708. Do you agree with what Mr. Fisher stated in that respect ?— Yes. 

709. Mr. F. Scullg.] Can you give me the amount per annual which, at 2 s. 3 d. 

per mile from Waterford to Limerick, the cost of mail would come to? 
Something near 6,000 1. a year. , 

710. Chairman.] Mr. Hill, in his evidence, said it was 7 , 800 iliat 
includes 9 a mile for the day mail ; it is 6,000 L odd. 

71 1. That is for the night mail, at 2 5. 3 £?. ?■ — Yes. 

712. I believe the entire distance from Limerick to Waterford is 77 miles by 
railway ? — Yes, 77 . 

713. And from Waterford to the junction, 55 r — Yes. 

714. M.V. Gi'ogan.] Then the refusal of the Post-office to entertain your pro- 
posal is simply based upon the naked statement you have put in i Tlie retusal 
is contained in those terms. 

715. Will you furnish the Committee with the correspondence to winch you 

have referred r — I will. ^rr-L 
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Mr. J. O' Connor. 

■ [ The Witness delivered in the following Letters^ 8^c . ;] 

6 Julyj 855 . 

Sir, General Post-office, 27 January 1854. 

I HAVE been directed by the Postmaster-general to inquire upon what terms the Water-' 
ford and Limerick Railway Company will undertake the conveyance of the day and night 
mails in charge of the Company’s guards, by trains in connexion with the Great Southern 
and Western Railway mail trains. I have to request, therefore, that you will state, lst» the 
terms for the service between Waterford and Limerick, both ways, by trains in connexion 
with the day mail trains from Dublin to Cork, and Cork to Dublin. 2d, the terms for the 
service between Waterford and Limerick, both ways, by trains in connexion with the night 
mails, each way, between Cork and Dublin. Requesting the favour of an eariy reply, 

I am, &c. 

John O’Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderhume. 



Sir, Waterford Station, 30 January 1854. 

I AM in receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, relative to the conveyance of day and 
night mails over this line, which shall be submitted to the directors at their meeting on 
Eriday next. In the meantime I shall feel obliged by your informing me whether it is pro- 
posed that mail bags should be sent by train from Cork to Limerick and Waterford, upon 
the arrival of the up day mail at the Junction, or if it will be required that a train should 
leave Waterford so as tb meet the down mail at the Junction. I enclose you a copy of our 
present time-table, and 

Remain, &c. 

J. T. Wedderbume, (signed) John O'Connor, 

General Post-office, London. Secretary. 



Sir, General Post-office, 1 February 1854. 

I BEG to acknowledge your letter of the 30th ultimo, and to inform you in reply, that the 
Postmaster-general merely wishes to know upon what terms the Waterford and Limerick 
Company would undertake to convey tlie day and night mails between Waterford and Lime- 
rick, by trains in connexion with the mail trains on the Great Southern and Western Rail- 
way, viz. : (taking, for instance, the day mail down), 

1. By a train from Limerick Junction to Waterford soon after the arrival of the Dublin 
day mail there at 2.9 p.m. 

2. By a train from Waterford to meet the day mail at 2.9 p. m. 

And by trains similaily in connexion with the up day mail, and the up and down night 
mails, stating the charge for each separately. I beg to observe that there was not the copy 
of your present time-table enclosed in your letter, which you alluded to. 

I am, &c. 

John O’Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderhume. 



Sir, Waterford, 7 February 1854. 

Referring to our correspondence relative to the conveyance of day and night mails 
over this line, I am instructed to inquire whether, in the event of the ffirectom naming a 
moderate price for the latter service, the Postmaster-general would requiio it to be performed 
by fast trains, or whether a slow train, by which goods could be conveyed, would be agreed 
to, the hours of arrival in Limerick and Waterford being 3 a. m. and 4.30 a. m. respectively. 

I am, &c. 

J. Wedderbume, Esq. (signed) John O’Connor, Secretary. 



Sir, General Post-office, 22 February 1854. 

In answer to your letter of the 7 th instant, I am directed to inform you that night trains 
carrying goods would answer all the purposes of the Post-office for the night mail service 
between Waterford and Limerick ; and, with regard to the hours, the principal point to be 
borne in mind is, that the frains from both ends must reach the Limerick Junction in time 
for the bags to go forward by both the up and down mail trains between Dublin and Cork, 
and must not depart from the Limerick Junction until after tlie arrival of both up and 
down mail trains. To effect this, it will be apparent that there must necessarily be a short 
interval at the Limerick Junction. 

I am, &c. 

John O’Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderbume. 
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Mr. J. O’Connor. 

Sir, _ Waterford, 21 March 1854. • — 

Referring to your letters of the 27th of January, the 1st and 22d ultimo, I am instructed 6 July 1 8, <55. 
to state that tlie directors will agree to perform the services specified therein for the follow- 
ing prices, , viz. : 

For the night mails, 2 .s. 3 per mile, and for the day mails, 9 d. per mile. 

The directors are induced to name these very low prices from an anxiety to meet as far 
as in their power the great and increasing desire of the public for improved postal arrange- 
ments in the country, through which this line passes, and the adjacent distiicts. 

I have, &c., 

J. Wedderhurne, Esq. (signed) John O’Connor, Secretaiy, 



Sir, Waterford, 13 June 1854. 

I AM instracted to request .you will infoi-m me whether the Postmaster-general has come 
to any decision upon the offer .to convey the mails over the Waterford and Limerick Rail- 
way, as contained in ray letter to you of the 21st March last. The directors being at 
present about to make arrangements relative to rolling stock, are anxious for information on 
the subject. , 

I am, &c. 

J. Weddefbume, Esq. (signed) John O’ Connor, Secretary. 



Sir, General Post Office, 16 June 1854. 

^ I BEG to acknowledge yom- letter of the 13th instant, and to inform you that it has been 
submitted to the Postmaster-general for his decision, with respect to the offer made by the 
Waterford and Limerick Company for the conveyance of mails. 

I am, &c. 

John O’Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderhurne. 



Sir, General Post Office, 30 June 1854. 

I AM instructed to inform you, in reply to yom- letter of the 13th instant, tliat the Post- 
master-general has had under consideration the offer contained in your letter of the 21st 
March last, with respect to the conveyance of the mails over the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway ; and having weighed the advantages which the proposed service would afford, that 
his Lordship has come to the decision tliat tliey are too slight to justify him in expendino- a 
sum at all approaching that which has been demanded. 

I am, &c. 

John O’Connor, Esq. (signed) J. T. Wedderhurne. 



My Lord, General Post Office, 27 June 1854. 

The Postmaster-general has had under consideration the statement contained in your 
Lordship’s letter of the 29th ultimo, with regard to the further employment of the Water- 
ford and Limerick Railway for the conveyance of the mails. 

His Lordship is prepared to admit tliat the rates of payment demanded by the Waterford 
and Limerick_ Railway Company, viz. 2s.Zd. per mile for a night mail and 9 <f. a mile for 
a day mail train, arc lower than tliose generally paid in Ireland for the conveyance of the 
mails on lines of railway of any great extent ; but at the same time his Lordship directs me 
to point out that, as a post-office means of communication, the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway is not a main line, and that the service upon it is not of the same importance, and 
cannot fairly be compai-ed with that upon a main line of railway. 

The payments which would be made by the Post-office to the company, according to the 
above-mentioned rates, are, 

For the night mail 
For the day mail 

£. 7,919 
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After nrovidins for meeting the trains, &o„ a sating of only bill 18»- 
betfeeted So existing Arrangements ; and dedaetmg this sum. and 688 1 a year whieh 
is already paid to the company for the day mail between Weriek Junction and Limerick, 
it follows that an increased expense of 6,673 i 3s. 6 d. a year would be incurred. 

Lord Cannino- has fuBy considered the advantages which the additional raUway service 
wotld afed, but they are so shght, that Ms Lordship Las come to the decision that he would 
Tt be justified in expending a sum at all approaching that which has been demanded. 

I have, &c. 

The Earl of Bessborough, (signed) J. Tilhy. 

&C, &C., &c., 

40, Charles-street, Berkeley-square. 



Theke are no day mails between — 

Waterford and Limerick. 
Waterford and Tipperary. 
Waterford and Caliii’. 

Waterford and Clonmel. 
Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir. 
Waterford and Cork. 

Waterford and Mallow. 
Waterford and Portlaw. 
Limerick and Cahir. 



Limerick and Clonmel. 
Limerick and Carrick-on-Suir. 
Limerick and Portlaw. 
Clonmel and Tipperary: 
Clonmel and Cahir. 

Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir. 
Clonmel and Cork. 

Clonmel and Portlaw. 



Xiiracricii. iiuu v/auii.. 1 

In addition to all the benefits deposed to by the witnesses before the Committee, an 
fny <^nnv<i>vTnce of a day mail over the Waterford and Limenck Line would 
e^a^rSe Postmaster^general at any time to establish the above day mails without any 
pxnense • although up to this period there has been no pressure put upon ^ to 
do so, there is no reason why the conveuieneo should not be afforded, and it is only fair to 
take it into account in the present inquiry. 



LuncB, 9° die Julii, 18.55. 
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Mr. Meagher. 
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Mr. Henry Herbert. 
Sir S. Northcote. 
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Mr. De Vere. 
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Mr. James Delahunty, called in ; and Examined. 

716. Chairman.-] YOU are, I believe. Coroner for one district of the county 
of Waterford ?— For the Eastern District of the county of Watertord. 

717. What portion does that comprise of the '-I* ““Pf 

county ; it extends to within a mile of Dungarvan, and to Dunga™^ 

on the south side, and Clonmel on the north side, to the 
which are in the county of Waterford. It is a district of about 30 miles square. 
71S. Including the city of Waterford of course ?— No, it does not include th 

Are you hot coroner also for the city?— Yes, in virtue of being coroner 

for the county. ^ „ 

7‘2o Where do you reside chiefly ? — Chiefly at Tramore. 

721.' That is also in the district of Waterford, for which you are coroner . 

— Yes. Has 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 55 

722. Has it come to your knowledge that inconveniences exist, or have you 
experienced inconveniences in the postal arrangements of the district? — Yes, 
many. 

723. Will you be so good as to state them? — If any casualty takes place in 
my district, and I am advised of it by post, there is no part of the district where 
my reply to the police, directing them to summon a jury and summon witnesses, 
could be done at all within the time ; there is a delay of three or four days, and the 
nearer the post town, the longer would be the period for receiving my answer. 

724. Will you give some instances in illustration of your statement? — If we 
take Kilmeaden, the post from which is brought by the railway connecting 
Tramore with Waterford, audit runs every hour or two hours. 

725. Mr. Liddell.'] What distance is Kilmeaden from the railway itself? — 
Tramore is 7| miles from Waterford, and Kilmeaden is equally distant from 
Waterford and Tramore ; about six or seven Irish miles. 

726. Situated on the line ? — No ; it is the same distance from Tramore as from 
Waterford; but there is a rail connecting Waterford with Tramore, and the post 
goes round by Waterford to Tramore. If a casualty occurs to-day at Kilmeaden, 
and a letter be written tome by the police, it is posted to-day (Monday), it 
arrives in Waterford the next day about 12 o’clock, it remains in Waterford till 
night, and is delivered in Tramore on Wednesday morning. My reply to that 
goes to Waterford that day, it remains in Waterford until the next afternoon at 
half-past two or three o’clock, and it is delivered in Kilmeaden, 1 think, on the 
Friday. 

727. That is to say, an answer to a letter posted on Monday in Kilmeaden 
cannot be received until the following Friday ?— Yes. 

728. What is the distance? — About six Irish miles. 

729. Chairman.] Yon state that as an illustration of the general character of 
the postal arrangements in your district? — Yes; I generally destroy the letters 
that I receive from the police, hut I happen to have one here from Leamybrien, 
which is on the road from Waterford to Dungarvan. On Wednesday a casualty 
occurred; the police received an account of it on the next morning, and they 
wrote to me upon the Thursday ; I should say, that in order to facilitate matters, 
I keep an office in Waterford, because if letters were always to go to Tramore, I- 
should lose a couple of days ; hut even by getting the letters in Waterford I am 
always sure to be late, unless a special messenger is employed; on Friday the 
25th of May I got this letter, and I wrote within half an hour after receiving it, 
and this is a letter from the constable on the 27th of May, informing me that he 
received my letter that morning at 11 o’clock, although I wrote by return of post, 
half an hour after receiving the letter on the 25th of May, and he had in the 
interim to inter the body. I have, in fact, for the sake of common decency, to 
give instructions to that effect, and in many cases I have to disinter bodies where 
there is a necessity ; there is no part of the entire district where I can answer a 
letter sooner than some three or four days. 

730. The tvvo instances you have mentioned are on the direct mail line from 
Waterford to Dungaiwan ? — ^Yes, precisely ; if I want to write to Bonmahon, 
within 12 miles, the mail goes another route ; I write, say to-day, from Tramore, 
and the mail leaves Tramore at half-past four in the evening, and the mail taking 
Bonmahon letters leaves Waterford at half-past four, so that the mail gets in 
a quarter of an hour too late to catch the Bonmahon mail to be dispatched that 
day; it remains in Waterford till the following day at half-past four, and it is 
delivered in Bonmahon the day after that, and Bonmahon is only 12 miles 
from Waterford or Tramore. 

731. Is there a direct mail conveyance from Waterford to Bonmahon ? — No : 
it is taken with the Cork letters, and goes by the Goold’s Cross car as far as 
Garrick ; it is then, in the morning, sent by car to Portlaw and Kilmactliomas, 
and then by a foot messenger from Kilmacthomas to Bonmahon. 

732. Have you anything to say about the other portions of your district: — 
Carrickbeg is in my district ; the river separates the county of Waterford from 
Tipperary, and although there is rail accommodation all along the route by the 
river up to Clonmel, a letter written to-day will not be delivered until the second 
day after at any post town near the railway. 

733. That is in consequence of their arriving in Waterford a quarter of an 
hour too late for the dispatch of the car from Carrick and Clonmel ? — Yes. 

734. Mr. Liddell.] Y’ou are speaking, I presume, of Carrick-on-Suir ? — Yes. 
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735. Is that the extremity of your district in that direction r — No; Clonmel 

is the extremity. _ . . • .1 » 

736. Then it would appear that your residence is very inconveniently situated 
for the locality over which your functions 'extend? — By no means, because it is 
w'ithin a quarter of an hour of Waterford, the county town; if it was m any other 

part of my district it would be impossible to reach me so soon. 

^ ^07. Poes your district extend to Dungarvan in a south-westerly direction ?— 
Within a mile of Dungarvan ; in fact, I may say, I am in the most convenient 

partof my district to be reached. . 

738. Founding that upon the circumstance of your having direct railway com- 
munication with parts of the county ? — Yes, there being more direct mails to that 
district than any other part that I can reside in. 

730 Mr. Barrow.^ You would not say that Tramore is more convenient than 
Waterford ?— No, but Waterford is not exactly in my district ; I m.ust reside in 

Northcote.] I thought you said you were coroner for Waterford 
as v,-ell ?— I am, by virtue of my being coroner for the county ; I am by that fact 

coroner for the city. t j -4. 

741. Would it not be legal for you to hve in Waterford?— I dare say it 

Mr. Bamw.] You do not mean to say that you are under any legal 
prohibition from residing in Waterford?—! do not think 1 am ; I think Water- 
ford may indirectly be considered in my district, but if it is not indirectly to be 
considered a portion of my district, I am bound to reside in the county of 

Waterford. ,, , 

7^3. Is Waterford city a county of itself ?-Yes ; even if all my letters came 
to Waterford, and most of them do come to Waterford, because I am torced to 
have them addressed so for greater convenience, the inconvenience of the delay 
would be enormous. 

744. But not exactly the same?— No. „ , . , 

745. It would make a difference of a day : — Yes, and sometimes two. 

746. Mr. LiddellA You made use of an expresskn in the early part of your 
evidence that you could not receivey our letters “ within the time do you mean 
hv“ within the time,” within the time that decency would forbid the bodies 
remaining unburied ?-Yes, because iu many instances the police are forced to 
bury bodies previous to my going there, and in this case, the letter about which 
I hold in my hand, they were obliged to inter the body. 

747 Sir S Northcote.'\ One main cause of the inconveniences you have been 
mentioning is the departure of the mail from Tramore too late to catch the tram 

from Waterford ?— That is one reason. 

748. That, I suppose, might be remedied by a somewhat earlier departure 
from Tramore, might it not .- Of course. r .1 

74U. Would there be any objection, do you suppose, to the departure ol the 
mail from Tramore an hour or half an hour earlier ?— It would be limiting the 
time given for correspondence, for at the present moment the mail goes out 
much too early, if it could be helped. . j 1 . 

7<!0. There would be a more limited time for writing letters 111 the day, but 
there would be a saving of time by getting the letters a day earlier .' Ol course 
there would be, looked at in that light; hut we think, at Tramore, that we ought 
to be enabled to send out oiir letters at a much later hour, because there is rail- 
way accommodation to Waterford every hour, and the mails would be brought 
by railway for .something like 1 \d. a mile. 

7S1 Have you ever brought those circumstances under the notice ol the 
surveyor of the district ?— No, I have not personally ; hut there has been a great 
deal o'f agitation going on from time to time ; I have not taken any part in it. 

7 <2. Chairman.'] Do you think the best remedy for the inconvenience you 
speak of, would be the later dispatch from Waterford of themail for Clonmel. 

753 Sir S Northcoted] Is Tramore a place of much commercial business ? 

It is a place resorted to in summer by a very large number of people ; it is a sea- 
bathing place ; the receipts of the railway will tell you that ; I think they were 

1481 . last week. ■, 1 7 

754. It is not a place for commercial business of any magnitude . 
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mercial men from all the districts round come there in the season and live there, Mr. J. Behhunty. 
and some Members of the Legislature live there also. 

755. People, for instance, having houses of business in Waterford would pro- 9 July 1855. 
bably go there ? — Yes ; and persons in Clonmel and Limerick. 

7.56. But there is a fixed population in Tramore? — ^There is a 

fixed population of about 3,000, but it is doubledin summer; it amounts then 
to about 6,000 

757. Sir S. Northcote.l Would it not be more convenient for commercial 
people in Waterford who go to Tramore to bathe to have a mail communication 
from Tramore to Waterford a little earlier in the day, so as not to lose a whole 
day, than to have an hour or two more for writing the letters at Tramore ? — Of 
course, of two evils you should choose the least ; but I should imagine that 
would bo the wrong way to mend the thing. 

758. But at present you have the greater of two evils? — Yes, as far as the 
south of Ireland is concerned. As far as the London and Dublin mail goes, 
they are all right, because the mail that leaves Tramore at half-past four is 
in sufficient time to go by the Dublin and London mail that leaves Waterford at 
half-past seven. 

759. You say there are trains continually running from Tramore to Water- 
ford ; has any attempt been made to get the railway company to carry the bags 
by an earlier train than the half-past four? — No; but I believe the railway 
people would be satisfied to bring the Dublin day mail if necessary, or to carry the 
mail by any trains selected, or to carry them by all the trains for two payments 
of a mile a day. 

7O0. Viscount Mondesi Is not the mail carried now by the Tramore and 
“Waterford Railway ? — Yes. 

761. Chairman.'] Will you explain what is the hour of the train that conveys 
the mail from Waterford to Tramore, and from Tramore to Waterford ?— It 
arrives at 9 a.m., and leaves at half-past 4 p.m. 

762. That is the train from Tramore to “Waterford? — The mail leaves 
Tramore at half-past four, and the letters to Cork, Clonmel, Limerick, Tipperary, 
and all that district, leave Waterford at half-past four. 

763. I find here from the table there are six trains in a day from Waterford 
to Tramore on week days ? — There are eight at present. 

764. And there is only one train out of those eight trains that is made use of 
for the mail ? — That is all ; I may mention that some time ago I was in a place 
adjoining the west of the county of Waterford, and I wrote to a solicitor of 
Waterford to defend a process 1 had been served with, certainly in sufficient 
time to have him receive it, and owing to the mails going round by Dublin in 
place of going direct or by Goold’s Cross, ray letter was received too late to 
enable him to defend it, and I was decreed for not defending it. 

765. Mr. F. Scully.] What was the post town from which you wrote? — 

It was from Fermoy I wrote the letter, but Tallow and Lismore are the same ; 
the mails go to Dublin. 

766. Mr. Grogan.] Is there any objection on the part of the railway directors 
to carry the mail by any other trains than by that one train ? — None whatever. 

767. How is it’tliat the Tramore people do not get the convenience of an 
earlier and more convenient mail ? — I believe it is owing to the Post-office 
regulations ; the letters to the west of the county of Waterford, and also to 
Cork, Tipperary, and Limerick, leave Tramore at half-past four ; the mail from 
Waterford that they should go by leaves at the same hour, so tliat they arrive 
in Waterford a quarter of an hour too late, and they arrive in Waterford three 
hours too soon for the Dublin mail. 

768. Then i f I understand you correctly, it is discretionary with the Post-office 
to send tbe mails by any trains running from Tramore to Waterford, selected by 
Postmaster-general? — It is discretionary with the Post-office to send the mails 
by any one of the trains, or if they paid a mile for another train, they could 
send then by every train, that is, they could send them by eight trains on payment 
for two. 

769. But inasmuch as they only pay one 1:W. per mile they only send but one 
train, which starts at half-past four ?— That starts at half-past four, and letters 
for the county of Waterford and Bonmahon and Portlaw, and the county of Clare 
and Tipperary, and Limerick, and all the south-west of Ireland, are dispatched 
at halt-past four from Tramore, and the Waterford mail to those places is 

0.62. H dispatched 
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dispatched at the same hour, so that they arrive a quarter of an hour too late 
to be sent forward j the)' must remain in NVaterford all night. 

770. Viscount Monck.'] How long has the arrangement with regard to the 
transmission of mails by the Tramore and Waterford line been in force ? — About 
two years ; the railway has not been long opened. 

771. This arrangement has been going on since the opening of that railway ? 

— About that time. . i • • 0 mu 

77:2. Have any remonstrances been made to the railway authorities . there 
have been several remonstrances made. 

773. What answer has been given ? — I cannot say. u t> * 

774. Mr. Grogan.^ Have you any doubt from what has occurred that the rost- 

office authorities are cognisant of the inconvenience that has arisen ?— I have no 
doubt of it- . . • 

775. And notwithstanding they have allowed this inconvenience to continue 
for two vears, or whatever time the arrangements have been made . les ; near 
my office in Waterford there is a receiving-house, and although it purports to 
send letters to the principal post-office three times a day, yet if I post a letmr 
there for the day mail or lor the Cork mail, that letter remains there until the 
evening, and is not sent forward until the night mail to Dublin and London 

goes up. 1 u 

776. Viscount Afo«c/c-] Are you aware whether any remonstrance has been 
made about that ?— As I said before, all I know about remonstrances is, that 1 
know there have been memorials and petitions and letters innumerable sent from 
the locality ; I heard so, but I have never been cognisant of them myself. know 
this particular fact to be the case, because I was told it by a party keeping the 
office, that the only way they had of sending up the mails was by the toot 
messenger bringing the mail from Passage calling, on passing by the door.^ ^ 

777. Mr. LiddelL] Who appoints the person who has charge of that receiving- 
house? — I believe the Postmaster-general. 

778. Mr. Grogan:\ You mentioned an instance in which you had some action 
or other against yourself, and had occasion to write to your solicitor? Yes. 

770. Will you just mention the days, so that we may really understand it the 
time that elapsed between the receipt of the notice, your letter to the solicitor, 
and its arriving ? — I wrote to-day, say, from Fermoy, in the middle of the day. 

780. When was the letter posted ?~Posted by myself about one o clock. 

781. When did you get an answer to that letter ; did you get any answer at 

all?— I had gone to Waterford; I did not require an answer; I merely wrote to 
my solicitor to defend the case. j r j 

782. That is, wrote from Fermoy to your solicitor in Watertord, to detend 

some action for you? — Yes. , 

783. When did you go to Waterford?— I arrived in Waterford on the 



784. What did you hear when you got there?— I heard that the letter that 
ought to have been received on Tuesday or Wednesday, was not received until 
Wednesday evening, just immediately after the case was disposed of against me, 
in consequence of their being no instructions to defend the case. 

78.5. Do you mean four or five o’clock in the evening when you say Wednes- 

Had’ YOU '’reason to think that the letter had miscarried, or that any 
accident had icourred which bad carried it on contrary to the usual course ot 
delivery? — It was the usual course of delivery ; I thought the letter would hav 
gone by Goold’s Cross to Waterford, but it appeared that the regulaUon was, that 
the letters should go up to Dohlin ; it went up to Dublin, and then came down 
by the day mail, which at that time was delivered m Waterford it seems at four 

°\T’. Yi*d 'yon make any complaint, or send any memorial to the Posrioffice 
authorities in consequence of the delay in the delivery of that letter.'— No. i 

''"'yS^What distance is Fermoy from Waterford ?-It is about 43 Irish miles ; 
it is within four or five miles of the county of Waterford t it is not more than 

six miles out of the district. . , 

789. Mr. Barrow.'] So that a letter which leaves Fermoy m the evening 
should be in Waterford the next morning?— Yes. if sent direct. 

790. And it it was forwarded by the Dublin evening mad, it would be deliverea 
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in Waterford the third morning?— Yes ; there must have been some stoppage '^Ir.J.Ddahuniy 



on the road. 

701. Mr. Grogan^ Did you make any inquiry at the post-office with regard 
to the delay of that letter ?— No, I did not ; i considered it came in the ordinary 
course as regulated. I have already stated, that if a letter was written to me, 
announcing to me a casualty at Kilmeaden, within six miles of Waterford, by post, 
by no possibility by post can my answer to that be received, supposing I was 
written to to-day, before the following Friday. 

792. Then if you have a communication of that kind to send, do you always 
trouble the post? — The police will often write by post; I have a letter here, 
which I had lately by post, to which my answer, altljough I wrote immediately, 
was not received till four days after the casualty had occurred. As I said before, 
by no possibility can my letter in answer to any announcement of the sort be 
received in sufficient time to prepare for an inquest. In fact, the body must be 
interred ; common decency would require that the body should be interred pre- 
vious to my answer being received. 

793. Within six miles of the town of Waterford ? — Yes. 

794. Chairman . At what hour is the mail dispatched for Tramore from Water- 
ford in the morning ? — At a quarter to nine o’clock. 

795. That conveys the Dublin night letters, and the Clonmel and Limerick? 
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—Yes. 



796. How long are the Dublin letters and English letters detained in Water- 
ford ? — From five until nine o’clock in the morning, and from five until half-past 
seven in the evening. 

797. Without being dispatched? — They are detained three hours going out ; 
the Dublin letters arrive in Waterford at five in the morning ; they are dis- 
patched to Tramore at nine in the morning, in order that the Cork and Clonmel 
letters should go with them. 

798. But if there was an early arrival of Clonmel and Limerick letters in 
Waterford, they could all go by an earlier train?' — By the quarter to seven 



train. 

799. Mr. liiddelL] Within your knowledge, have those local inconveniences 
ever been brought under the notice of the surveyor of the district ? — I am sure 
they have been, because I have seen memorials and memorials signed, remon- 
strating with the Post-office respecting the inconveniences. I have never taken 
any active part in them myself ; but I know that memorials and petitions and 
letters have been forwarded to try to have those defects remedied. 

800. Have those been addressed to the surveyor, or to the Postmaster-general ? 
To the Postmaster -general, and I believe Members of Parliament have been 
repeatedly solicited to bring the cases forward. 

So I . Where does the surveyor of the district live ? — I do not know ; I sup- 
pose in Dublin. • 

802. Chairman.'] Do you know any such person at all as the surveyor of the 
Post-office for that district ? — I do not. 

803. For the last six months or more, are you aware that the inhabitants of 
Waterford, and other places in that district, have been remonstrating and appeal- 
ing to the Postmaster-general, and to the Lord Lieutenant on one occasion, to 
remedy all the inconveniences of which you are complaining t — I have attended 
public meetings, calling upon the Postmaster-general to remedy them. 

804. As far as you know, there is no such official person knowm in Waterford 
as the post-office surveyor of the district r — I am not aware of any. 

805. Mr. Grogan.] Have you any police or military stationed at any time at 
Tramore ? — There is a police station there ; not a military station. 

806. Do they send men down to practise gunnery there? — Sometimes. 

807. Flow many will there be in a detachment? — I have seen ICO men there, 
foot and artillery. 

808. Do they stop in the town, or return- the same day? — Return the same 
day. 

809. They only come down from Waterford, and return.-' — Yes ; I have seen a 
very large number of men there. 

8 10. Viscount Monck.] How many trains run upon the Waterford and Tra- 
more Railway in a day? — There are eight during the day on week-days, and 10 
or 12 on a Sunday. If you calculate the amount received by the railway, there 
must be about 500 or 600 people a day travelling. 

0.62. H2 811. Mr. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




6o MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



Mr. J. Delahunty, 
9 July 1855. 



8 n . Mr, F. Scully.'] What, is the distance by rail ? — A quarter of an hour is 
allowed for a train performing the distance. 

812. Viscount The arrangement with the Post-office, I think, is, that 

they may send the mail by any one train during the day 1 — Yes ; if they select 
any one train, they may send by it. 

813. It would be much more inconvenient to Traraore to have their letters 
sent by the three o’clock train than by the one after that? — It is the balance of 
evils ; because even at present they are limited in time for their answers to their 
Dublin and London correspondents. 

814. Mr. F. Scully.] At what time is the mail delivered in Tramore from 
Waterford ?— Between 10 and II o’clock. The Dublin mail leaves Waterford 
at half-past seven, and it leaves Tramore at half-past four, so that it remains in 
Waterford for three hours. 

815. The mail to Clonmel and Limerick leaves mucli earlier Yes ; the mail 
to Limerick, Clonmel, Clare, Cork, and Kerry, and all those districts, leaves 
Waterford at half-past four. 

8 16. Would it not remedy that inconvenience if, instead of leaving Waterford 
at half-past four, it left at eight o’clock in the evening ?— No doubt ; and if the 
Post-office would expedite the London and Dublin mails by either the Limerick 
or Kilkenny Railway, all the grievances we now complain of would be remedied. 

817. Viscount Monck.] How do you mean remedied? — I mean that if the 
Dublin mail was dispatched by railway from Waterford, and brought to Water- 
ford, it would come into Waterford at such, an early hour that they could send 
forward the local mails by night ; they could send them forward to all parts of 
the county at a very early hour, so that they could be delivered at six or seven 
o’clock in any part of the county in the morning. 

8 1 8. You mean that the Kilkenny Railway should be used for the^ night mail ? 
—Either that or the Limerick, I do not care which ; because either of them would 
bring in the mails at one o’clock. 

819. Mr. F. Scully.] If the Clonmel mail was dispatched from Waterford at 
seven, or half-past seven or eight o’clock, in place of half-past four, as at present, 
would not that give ample time in Tramore for answering all letters that might 
be received in the morning; because, in place of leaving at half-past four, they 
could leave at half-past six ? — Yes. 

820. Leaving at half-past four, those letters do not arrive m Limerick till too 
late to be answered the next day ?— Yes ; they do not arrive until the second 
dav after posting. 

'821. If you had a mail to go by the night train they would arrive early in 
Limerick, Cork, Tipperar}', and all towns along that line ? ^ es. No doubt, if 

the mail from the county town was expedited by using the railway, in place of 
sending it by car, all the rest would follow as a matter of course. 

822. Mr. De Vere.] Then your recommendation resolves itself into these two 
things, that the hour for the mail leaving Waterford should be postponed from 
half-past four to half-past seven or eight ; and that, secondly, to avoid ^loss of 
time by that, the mails should be dispatched by rail, instead of by cai‘ r Yes. 
If the mail was dispatched by rail, instead of by car, the mail would arrive 
early in the morning which now arrives at half-past eight, _and^ is not dispatched 
until a quarter to nine ; if it arrived at the early hour, which it would if the rail 
was used, it would be in sufficient time to send the Dublin mail and the London 
mail to all parts of the county at an early hour, and the mails would not now 
be delayed for the purpose of trying to catch the Dublin and London mail. 
The local mails are all now delayed for the purpose of trying to catch the London 
and Dublin mail. 

823. And you think that the London and Dublin mail is dispatched at an 
unnecessarily early lionr, because tire railway is not used, but small local con- 
veyances are used instead?— The London and Dublin mails from Waterford are 
dispatched at half-past seven ; they might be dispatched later, if the railway 
was used. Of course, if that was so, there would not he much to complain of ; 
hut as to Bonmahon, Kilmacthomas, and all that portion of the county of Water- 
ford, their London and Dublin correspondence is sought to he deltvered ly cars, 
one thiough Garrick to Goold’s Cross, and another through Clonmelto Goold s 
Cross, and it is by trying to cheapen the thing in those directions that has 
altogether put ns out in oiir local postal regulations. 
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824. Mr. Grogani] You mean to say, that the direct mail from Waterford, 
.through Dublin to London, is dispatched at half-past seven: — Yes. 

825. But that all letters to the westward of that line are dispatched at half- 
past four, and have to go the circuitous route you have described : — They have 
to go three routes ; some have to come down to Waterford, such as from Leamy- 
brien and Kilmeaden ; some, that is the Bonmahon, Kilmacthomas, and Portla,w 
go by car to Garrick and Dungarvan, and other places by car to Clonmel, in 
order to catch the Cork mail, which is dispatched from Waterford by car to 
Goold’s Cross at half-past four. 

826. Sir S. Northcote.] Does a letter going to Leamybrien go first through 

Kilmeaden ? — It does. ^ 

827. Then it goes through Kilmacthomas to Goold’s Cross : — Letters to Bon- 
mahon go by Garrick through Kilmacthomas. 

828. Do you mean that, there being a communication direct from Waterford 
to Kilmacthomas, those letters are not sent by that, but go all the way round by 
Garrick and Portlaw ?— I believe so ; although the two cars run at right angles, 
and intersect each other. 

829. Mr. F. .S’cw//j/..] What time must letters be in the post-office at Water- 
ford to go to Dungarvan ? — At half-past three or four. I think the Dungarvan 
has to go round by Clonmel ; if they do not go by Clonmel, but go direct by 
Lemybrien, they must be in the post-office by two o’clock. 

830. So that any letter from Tramore or Dunmore, or that district, cannot 
•reach that post ?— Certainly not ; it must remain a day in Waterford. 

831. Viscount Which is the larger amount of correspondence; the 

correspondence with the northern portion, the Dublin and London correspond- 
..ence, or the correspondence which goes to the south and west, which you say is 
delayed r— I suppose they are equal ; I suppose the correspondence of the whole 
of the county of Waterford, and the county of Tipperary; because Waterford is 
the shipping port of Tipperarv, and I may say, to a certain degree, is the ship- 
ping port of Limerick, and all that district of the Suir valley ; the correspondence 
must be very large. I am very certain of this, that there is more mercantile cor- 
respondence inconvenienced than there is convenienced. 

832. 1 do not understand you generally to complain of the mode adopted for 
the transmission of the mails towards Dublin? — No, I do not complain of that ; 
1 do not complain of the mere correspondence from Waterford to Dublin and to 
London, except in sending it by car to Maryborough. 

833. Do the letters fail of arriving ? — I do not know it of my own knowledge ; 
but 1 know tins much, that during the winter, and for some weeks during the 
winter, the railway company, to convenience the public, brought the bags w'hen 
they could not have come by the car. 

834. That was owing to the snow? — Yes; they used to come to Kilkenny, 
and'then, in the morning, be brought from Kilkenny by rail from W^aterford. 
That occurred manv days. 

835. The Post-office does employ, for the purpose of transmitting the day- 
maii, the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway ? — Yes ; but I am told by one of the 
•directors they intend giving it up. 

836. The directors mean to give it up ? — Yes *, they are losing by it, because 
they are obliged to have an extra train to carry the mails at the hours required. 
If they could carry the mails by ordinary trains, or in such a way as would not 
involve expense of an extra train, they would be satisfied with the present price, 
6d. or 8 d. a mile. 

837. In order to remedy the inconveniences you complain of in the southern 
and western transmissions, it would be absolutely necessary to employ one of 
those two railways r — Yes. 

838. Do you think the Post-office would be justified in doing that without 
any reference to the probability of repayment being obtained from such a 
source? — I am very certain, from my knowledge of the locality, that the Post- 
office would not lose by it, if the whole matter was gone into fairly. 

839. Have you any idea of what the expense would be ot employing either 
of those railways you have mentioned? — No, 1 have not. I have made no cal- 
culation with reference to that. 

840. Then on what do you base your suppositions that the Post-office would 
not lose ? — 1 base my suppositions upon this ground, that in the county of 
Waterford alone there are 150,000 people, and that the counties of lipperary and 

0.62. H 3 Kilkenny, 
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Kilkenny, and those other districts, embrace a very large population. I’he busi- 
ness done in connexion with the port and trade of Waterford is not very small, and 
if a fair proposition were made to the railway companies, I am certain they would 
acquiesce in a figure that would not be more than the Post-office would receive 
in revenue. The Post-office would not lose by it It might, perhaps, involve the 
whole of the revenue, but it certainly would not involve more. I believe, when 
the penny postage was established, it was considered it would not pay the 
expense, and it was mostly taken up on the principle of the advantage to the 
commerce of the country ; and if, in a locality like the south of Ireland, the 
expense would not be more than the receipts, it w'ould not be too much to ask 
the Legislature of the country to give them that benefit. I have no doubt they 
would not require more than the receipts. 

841. Mr. Grogan.] You mentioned the inconvenience to Kilmeaden, situate 
six miles from Waterford .'—Yes ; it is the post-town of the district. 

842. Does that same inconvenience you have described in postal communi- 

cation between Waterford and Kilmeaden apply to all the towns in the vicinity 
of Waterford? — It does, to all, with the exception of Passage and Dunmore; 
that is to the south-eastward. _ . 

843. "Will YOU explain what the exception means? — It is the district within 
five or six miles of Waterford, towards the mouth of the river. 

844. Have they greater postal convenience there than you have? — No; 
but the advantage I have there as coroner in forwarding a letter to Passage or 
Dunmore is this, that I can send any letter by the train to Waterford and post 
it this evening, and a reply is got the next morning. 

845 You mean, if you were writing from Tramore to Dunmore or lassage, 
your letter posted to-day would be delivered to-morrowmorning ?-No, it would 
not be delivered till the following morning ; but by sending it by tram to Water- 
ford I get it conveyed on by post._ _ i - v 

846. You mean by sending it in by rail as a parcel r les. 

847. Is that practice much resorted to ?— Yes, it is much resorted to. 

848. Is Tramore a post town?— Yes. . w 

849. Are you coerced to live in any part of the couuty m particular r-No. 

850. How luany coroners are there m the county ?—lwo. 

Ssi. Where does the other genlleman reside?— Near Youghal. ^ 

85a. Viscount Monck.-] Is Tramore a post or a sub-post ?— It is a sub-post; 
but it is a money-order office. ^ 

8'i2. A sub-post to Waterford — Yes. , ,, a- ^ 

85I Mr. Di Fere.] Have you reason to know that the practice of sending 
parcels by railway is resorted to by the people of Waterfoid ; ^ j j 

851; In consequence of the extreme mconvenienoe of the present postal 
arrangements?— ihs; I have seer, letters sent by them repeatedly to be posted 
in Waterford ; innumerable times. 

8s6 Then in fact, if I understand you correctly, the mercantile gentlemen 
residing in Tramore with their families for the summer, find it necessary to use 
fte iSy to send their letters to Waterford in order to catch the pos m 
Waterford^?— Yes, and in Clonmel ; for instance, 1 wrote to a gentlemen lately, 
and he knowing that the reply would not come as it ought to come by what you 
call the regular course of post, sent it from Clonmel by railway. 

8 s 7 Mr F Scully.'] What did it cost r— I do not think that letter cost much, 

because he was enabled to do it knowing the manager or the station-maste^^ 

8s 8 If he had had to send it as a parcel what would it have cost —It would 
have cost a shilling, I suppose, and I would have gladly paid 5 s. to receive 

Mr. Barrow:] With respect to the difficulty of communicating with 
Kilmeaden from your office, you have in Waterford an opportunity of senffing 
or,™ a dav irKilmeaden?- Yes, except on Sunday; there is no mail on Sunday. 

860 And at your office in Waterford you equally receive a letter 
from Kilmeaden?— Yes, but too late at my office at Waterford to answer 

'^^Mi that the remedy you would propose for that would be sending out 
the atonoL^-If you cL accelerate ffi 

and Dublin mails it will obviate all, because it is the trying to or 
London and Dublin mails to those localities that has put us all astray . 

86 g, I understand you to agree with the evidence already given by 
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witnesses, that if the mails were brought into Waterford a 1 ittle earlier in the morn- 
ing than they come at present, so as to be sent out all by the same conveyance 
and dispatched from Waterford a little later in the evening, that would remedy 
the greater part of the evils ’{ — Yes, there are three mail cars employed to do the 
business of the district that I speak of, and one would be sufficient if the letters 
arrived early. 

863. Mr. Maguire.'] You alluded to the chance of the services of some other 
railway being dispensed with ?— What I said was as to the day mail on the 
Waterford and Kilkenny, that the remuneration the company are receiving at 
present is 6 rf. or 8 c^. a mile, and they are losing by the conveyance of the mail, 
in consequence of having to put on an extra train ; if they were not forced to 
put on an extra train they could do it at the price. 

864. If the Post-office do not arrange with the railway company will the 
inconvenience to the public be of very great moment ? — Immense the inconve- 
nience that will be felt in the Dublin and London communication. 

86). In all the communications? — Yes. 

866. Under what circumstances was that arrangement made between the 
directors of that company and the Post-office ; was it a matter of arbitration, or a 
matter of private agreement r— A matter of private agreement. 

867. Mr. Liddell.] So that, speaking generally in your public capacity as 
coroner, you experience very serious inconveniences from the postal com- 
munications with all parts of your district? — Yes. 

868. Viscount Moyick.] That is because you choose to live at Tramore Not 
abitof it; even if I lived in Waterford, which is not within my district. But if I 
lived at any other post town in the county but Tramore, the inconvenience would 
be ereater. 

slip. Mr. Liddell.] You stated in the early part of your evidence, that you con- 
sidered that your situation at Tramore, from tiie direct railway communication, 
is rather convenient than otherwise for all parts of your district?— Yes ; only for 
which, in fact, the inconvenience would be doubled. I have an advantage at Pra- 
more, because I have a railway at my foot, and my parcels all go through in conse- 
quence of being an annual subscriber, so that there is no expense in sending in 
my letters; but if I were out in any other part of the county the inconvenience 
would be greater. 

870. Mr. De 'Vere.] I think you said that the distance from Bonmvrlion to 
Tramore is about 10 miles? — Ten Irish miles. 

87 1 . There being occasion to report a death for the purpose of an inquest from 
Bonmahon police station to, you at Tramore, it involved a correspondence which 
occupied five days ? — About four days. 

872. Why did not the police send a messenger across the country to you and 
get an answer in two hours ? — That involves a special messenger. 

873. Have you made any representation to the police authorities with respect 
to that ? — Wherever there is a murder case, or a very serious case, they have 
sent specially. Besides being inconvenienced as coroner I am inconvenienced in 
other capacities as well, because I am a land-agent, and receive rents and 
letters from different parts of the district, and I am also a receiver of droits, and 
in all the communications I receive I am inconvenienced by the postal arrange- 
ments. 

874. You say that you keep an office in Waterford? — Yes. 

875. If a message concerning your professional duty as coroner ^yere to arrive 
at that office at such a time as that, there would be a loss of time in sending it 
out by post to Tramore ; would your office-keeper communicate to you by rail ? 
He would. 

876. Did he do so in the police case you have mentioned at Bonmahon. — 
I did not refer to Bonmahon; I only mentioned the case at Leamybrien as a 
special case ; I did not mean Bonmahon as a special case in the case of Leamy- 
brien, I happened to be in Waterford when the letter arrived, and I answered it 
in half an hour. 

877. But are your instructions, that if time would be lost by post, a special 
messenger should be sent to you at Tramore ? — My instructions are, that if an 
inquest letter arrives the office-keeper should open ’t, and he should send a copy to 
Tramore, leaving the original at Waterford, so that t m vy get it at either place, 
so that if I happen to come in, in the interim, the letter would be received by 

0.62. H 4 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






Mr. J. Delahunty. 
9 July 1855. 




Mr. J. Dclakunty. 



9 July 1855. 



J. I. Heard, Esq., 

M. P. 



64 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 

me in Waterford, and if I do not come to Waterford a copy of it is sure to come - 
to Tramore. 

878. Has that copy to be sent by post or by a special messenger? — A special; 
messenger or railway. 

John Isaac Heard, Esq., m.p.. Examined. 

879. Mr. if. Hej-ier/.] YOU are a Member of Parliament?~Yes. 

880. Have you a postal grievance to complain of as regards the transmission: 
of letters toKinsale?— I have; I think, in the first place, that the conveyance 
of the mail by one-horse car is insecure, for it leaves in the middle of the night, 
comes to Kinsale through the very worst part of all the city, and though we 
have had no robberies, and a blot is no blot till it is hit, yet there is danger of 
it ; what I complain of chiefly is, the insufficiency of the mode of conveyance, 
and, as a proof of that, in February last, during the snow, we were six days, 
without a mail. 

881. I believe jou can state the days ? — The 16th of February was the first, 
and we had no mail until the 22d ; we were six days without having a mail, and. 
there are over 2,000 letters weekly delivered from our post-office. 

882. Did you take any steps upon that occasion to get the mails in 1 — .1 did. 

883. Will you state to the Committee what those steps were?— I had my 
house besieged by all the military, and by the public authorities and people 
belonging to the place, remonstrating with me, they thinking that I could do 
something for them, and I went to the postmaster and asked him whether he 
could have this matter arranged, and could try and have the mail brought up to 
us. He said, "No, the contractor would not venture.” I sent for a man 
that hires out horses, a jingle driver, and I asked him, would he go for the mails 
for me ; he said, " Yes, if I would give him 355.” I did ; I paid him 355., and 
he sent off two horses to the half-way house, and he brought up the mails. 

884. Were they ordinary post horses? — Yes, or worse; they were jingle 
horses. 

885. Then a pair of ordinary post horses were able to overcome the obstruc- 
tions to the mails, which the ordinary means of conveying the mails were unable 
to pass ? — Certainly. 

886. Then, I presume, you complain of the species of conveyance that carries 
the mails to Kinsale?— My idea is, that if the Post-office sent the mails by the 
Bandon rail, which comes, as you perceive, half-way to Kinsale, that would be a 
great improvement. I can read a letter from one of the directors, who says that he 
has offered to bring the mails at the rate of 2d. a mile, taking advantage of their- 
present time of departure, but that if required, he will take the mails at any 
hour during the night for Is. a mile. Now, I think, where such an offer as that 
has been made, it should be accepted. I heard, the other day, Mr. Hill say 
that 2d. mile was the average of all the postal communications of Ireland, and 
Is. 2d. was tlie average by car; this would be done at a more reasonable rate^ 
the mails would be brought one-half of the way by rail, and the other half by 
one-horse car. T have no objection to that, because we get into a more quiet 
country then. 

887. Will you read the passage of the letter to which you refer? — Yes ; this- 
letter is from the principal director of the Bandon Railway, the manager,. 
Mr. Shaw ; it was written at the request of Lord Bernard to me, who complains 
bitterly that a one-horse car should go 20 miles from Cork to Bandon, when the 
rail goes all the way, and could convey the mails in so much shorter a time : 

" Lord Bernard has requested the local committee here to furnish you with 
some facts respecting the imperfect postal conveyance between Cork and 
Bandon.” That applies in the same way, half, to Kinsale. I presented, more- 
over, several petitions from the people of Bandon, complaining of this to 
The House. "The people of Bandon, and the more western portion of the 
county have, as you are aware, frequently memorialised and petitioned for the 
mail being sent by rail to Bandon. The more western towns would not derive 
so much benefit therefrom as Bandon, and therefore it would periiaps, at pre- 
sent, be prudent to confine the statement to this town only. At present there 
is only one mail per day sent to Bandon : it leaves Cork by a one-horse car at- 
about 3 a.m. ; a most. .unsafe conveyance for money, and impertect carriage in 
severe weather. Last winter the communication was wholly put a stop to fon 
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four days, when the railway company, wishing to oblige the Bandon people, j. i. Heard, Esq, ^ 
took the mail and its messenger free for about a fortnight, until the road was m.p.’ 

fit for a car to travel. Roads are always more readily impeded than railway 

lines, and when impeded, there is no party to bear the expense of clearing 9<lulyi855. 
them. I don’t know the payment this one-horse car receives from Govern- 
ment : this you can doubtless procure information upon in the proper quarter. 

The Cork and Bandon Company offered to run a night train for !.■?. per mile, 
at any hour the Post-office require; but lest this might, as it would, come too 
expensive for the Post-office, they offered to take it by their ordinary trains at 
2 d. per mile; a price, I fancy, below that paid to any railway company in 
Great Britain or Ireland, and one which explains my statement, that ‘we have 
no inducement to stir in the matter, because it would only produce to the 
company 40s. per week, and would therefore form so small an addition to 
their traffic, which averages 230 I, as not to be worth taking any trouble 
about.’ But the greatest deprivation to the Bandon people is not having 
an afternoon mail out of Cork. The mail which leaves London at 5 p. m. is 
delivered in Cork at 4 p. m. next day, but is not forwarded to Bandon until 
3 a. m. on the following morning; and this prevents them from replyinjr 
to it fo'r an entire day longer than a Cork trader, who is only removed 
from them by one hour’s travelling. Now, if the Post-office gave the rail- 
way company 100 /. per annum, we would take out this mail, which leaves 
London (say on Monday) at 5 p. m., and reaches Cork at 3 p. m. Tuesdav, 
the same evening to Bandon, for 50 1 . per annum, and bring in a mail next 
morning at 8 a. in. to leave here (Cork) at 10.25 a.m., and be delivered in 
London the following mid-day delivery for 50 /. more ; thus costing the Post- 
office only 100 /. for the two mails, one each way, or only 50 /. per annum if one 
mail, either out or in, as they chose ; for this payment the company either to 
take a Post-office messenger free with the mails, or to guarantee their safety 
between the two termini. At present, for want of a day mail, the inhabitants of 
Bandon are forced to send their letters by hand to Cork ; the space, one hour 
is so short that there are numerous private hands coming, and the intercourse iti 
business matters is extensive ; but this prevents the Post office from receivint> 
the revenue from Bandon they would otherwise get.” ° 

888. Is the Committee to understand you that you would suggest as a remedy 
for the evil you complain of, that the mail should be carried by railway ?— 

I think so. 

889. Viscount Monc/{.] Both night and day ? — I do not mean to say if it 
cost too much ; but if it did not cost too much I think it would be a very great 
boon to the district ; there is a very large population to the west of Bandon ; 
there are very large towns there. With regard to the town of Kinsale, the mail 
which leaves at five o’clock in the evening will not be delivered till the second 
day at eight o’clock in the morning ; it arrives at Cork at four, and remains 
there, and is not received at Kinsale till the following morning at eight o’clock. 

8go. Mr. If. Herbert.'] That is the day mail from Dublin ? — The five o’clock 
mail from London, the day mail from Dublin. 

891. Viscount Monck.] It arrives at four o’clock in the day at Cork: — Yes. 

892. Mr. H. Herbert.] Is there any train wliich starts by the Bandon railway 
which would be suitable at present for carrying on those letters? — There is'; 
there is one starts at five in the evening which could take the mail that arrives 
at four, and I suppose they would have no objection to delay it half an hour for 
the mail if necessary. At five the Bandon train starts, and it would enable tlie 
people of Bandon and Kinsale to receive their letters that evening instead of 
being kept till the following morning. 

893. It is that, I presume, which has been offered for at the rate of 2i^. a 
mile ? — Yes. 

894. Your suggestion is, that the mail should be conveyed by a train to meet 
the day mail fron) Dublin ?■ — ^Yes ; the one-horse car has now to travel 20 miles 
to Bandon, and nineteen miles to Kinsale, whereas the train would relieve them 
from that, except the nineteen miles to Kinsale. 

895. I believe there is no train which leaves Cork that would suit the Dublin 
night mail?— I do not know. 

896. If so, it would be necessary to put on a special train to start at a very 
early hour in the morning, in order to give that convenience for the night mail 
from Dublin ? — Yes. 
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897. And that is the service for which they demand 1 a mile ?— Yes, that is 

the service for which they demand 1 a mile. 

8q8 Is it your opinion, that even supposing it to be impracticable to use tne 
railway, the mail car is as well adapted for the service as the importance ot the 

communication deserves?— I do not think it IS. _ . . t i j 

8qq I believe it is a very common complaint in that part of Ireland, that the 
mail cars which have been used of late years, are far less convenient and far less 
well appointed than they were a few^ years ago ?— Yes ; and I am home out in 
that for the horse, in the case I refer to, was so wretched that he could not bring 
the mail, and these jingle horses were able to do it, so that I take it for granted 
it is a very inferior description of animal in the car. , . j 

000 Viscount Monck.] With reference to the night mail, I understand you 
to he very reasonable, for vou say, you do not think they ought tojemand that 
the night mail should be' sent by train if it cost too much?— No, 1 do not 

think^so^^r^ Mao-yiVe.] If it cost 50?., do yon think that would be too much? 

I do not think it would be too much for the interests of the county. 

902. Viscount iUo»c/r.] You would think 600 /. a year would be too much, I 
Presume ?— Yes, 600 ?• a year. , , , . 'e 

Qoq. That is the additional price which the Post-office would have to pay it 
they accepted the terms of the railway company to carry the night mail 1 do 
not know that ; I saw a letter which I thought gave a different statement. 

004. With reference to the day train, I understood you to say, they now start 
an ordinary passenger train which would exactly suit for carrying the day mail . 

Ygg_ 

no.; Therefore it would be no inconvenience or additional expense to the 
railway whatsoever to carry the mail, beyond whatever the additional expense of 
the person in charge might involve ?— I think it would cost less by the railway. 

oo6 Are you aware that the Postmaster-general has odered them a certain 
sum per annum to carry the mails by that train ?-On the contrary, 1 understood 

007 '' The company’s proposal was refused, but did you hear that a counter 
proposal was made !-No, I did not, and this is a letter of a very recent date 
that I read from the managing man of the company. ^ 

908. Mr. Grogan.] What is the date of that letter ?— Cork, June the 26th, 

'^909. Is Mr. Shaw, who wrote that letter to you, the chairman or leading 
manager? — He is the leading manager. 

910. Is he their directing manager ?— He is their directing manager. 

oil. Then the whole is under his control ?~I think so. . 

012 Have you the slightest doubt that the entire of the proposal he makes m 
the letter he is prepared to carry out, if the Post-offiee were content to occupy 
it ?_I have not the least doubt of it. He would not make a mis-statement upon 

913. If, therefore, any proposal about 600 1. is spoken of, it must have been 
anterior to that proposition ?— I should say so. 

014 Have you any doubt whatever that the railway company are prepared to 
stand iiy that proposal ?-He says for 50 1. a year each way, that is 100 . a year 
nis.'Viscount Moneh] That does he propose to do for that?— We would 
take out this mail, which leaves London (say on Monday) at 5 p. m., and reaches 
Cork 3 D. m. Tuesday ; the same evening to Bandon, for 50 /. per annum, and 
bring in a mail next iorning at 8 a. m., to leave here (Cork) at 10.26 a. m., and 
be delivered in London the following mid-day delivery, for 50 1. more. 

916. Those two sums make 100/. a year ?— Yes, for carrying the mail back- 

wards and forwards. ' . ^ 

917. Is there any proposal whatsoever about the night mail there; 1 ttiinK 

You have not made the calculation yourself of what 

not be too much, if the facilities were S^a% 
increased for conveying the letters >— No ; nor am I aware at this moment what 
r efenue s for the west of the county, hut if it is so large as in my idea, it 
may not perhaps he too high a sum. I am now. however, merely speaking of 
Cork and Bandon. 
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920. What is the distance between Cork and Bandon ? — Twenty miles. 

92?. Mr. Grogan7\ What is the distance between Bandon and Kinsale? — The 
Tailway runs halt-way towards Kinsale, and then they would be forced to have 
a one or two-horse chemin de terre for nine miles ; they could go by railway no 
further. 

922. If the proposal of the Bandon Company were accepted by the Post-office, 
that would also accommodate Kinsale very much ? — Yes. 

923. Do you think you experience as great an inconvenience as the people of 
Bandon suffer? — Yes, greater. 

924. How do you consider the Kinsale people suffer so much more than those 
upon the railway ? — We are much more inconvenienced for this reason, there are 
numerous trains going backwards and forwards by which letters are carried, 
which enables them to carry on their correspondence from Bandon, which we 
cannot do from Kinsale. 

925. Is there much commercial business transacted at Kinsale?— Some; not 
a great deal. We have a custom-house there, and a coast guard establishment 
too ; and there are two regiments there at this moment, and a great number of 
wealthy inhabitants. 

926. What was the strength of the military last winter when you described 
the road as stopped up ? — I think, about 400 ; it was a depot. 

927. And the commanding officer and the head people of the town all came 
to you ? — ^They came to me to try and relieve them from their embarrassment ; 
it was a very great hardship, because, as it turned out afterwards, it might have 
been done much sooner. 

928. Were you ever paid the money you advanced ? — I was ; the post-office 
sent it to me. 

929. Was there any difficulty in getting it ? — No, it was sent to me. 

930. "Would tiiere have been any difficulty in the party in charge of the post- 
office there sending for the mails in the snow on his own account ? — The post- 
master there has nothing to do with that ; there is a contract by a Mr. Fish- 
bourne, who lives somewhere in Carlow, and his under agent there did not 
know how to act ; the mails were brought from Cork to Bandon by the Bandon 
train, and were left there. 

931. Viscount Monck.'] I believe the night mail for Bandon starts from Cork 
about three o’clock in the morning ? — Yes, and for Kinsale about the same 
time. 

932. What time does it arrive at Bandon and Kinsale? — About half-past 
six. 

933. Then in fact the transmission of the mail would be of no benefit to 
those places by employing the railway, because it w'ould arrive in the middle of 
the night ? — Yes. 

934. Then so far as Bandon and Kinsale are concerned, your only complaint 
is, that it goes insecurely through a certain part of the country ; you do not 
complain of the time ? — I complain that the mails should be kept 12 hours in 
Cork. 

935. There is a Cork day train, but the night train you must pay for as a 
special train ; you do not complain of the transmission in point of time? — No, 
I should not like to be knocked up in the middle of the night to get my 
letters. 

936. But with reference to the day train, that is the only point of inconvenience 
that the Bandon people complain of, having their letters kept 12 hours in Cork ; 
there would he no inconvenience whatsoever to the railway to have a train start- 
ing just in time to send on the bags ? — No. 

937. If they were very much disposed to consult public convenience, they 
ought to make arrangements for that purpose? — They have offered to do it at 
2c?. a mile. 

938. An offer has been made which they have not accepted ? — Forty shillings 
a week. 

939. Mr. GroganT^ The night mail from Dublin arrives in Cork about half- 
past one in the morning ? — Y^es. 

940. And is dispatched by car through this country which you describe? — 
Yes. 

941. It gets to Bandon about half-past six? — Six to half-past six. 

942. Would there be any difficulty whatever in that night mail being sent on 
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in a train on the Bandon railway, say, at six o’clock in the morning?— I dare say 
they would be very glad to enter into an arrangement for that purpose. 

943. Would there be any difficulty in that? — None, that I see. 

944. What time would it arrive in Bandon ? — In about an hour. 

945. Consequently, if the Dublin night mail, arriving at Cork, were dispatched 
from Cork to Bandon, it would be in Bandon about half an hour after the time 
at which it arrives there now ?— Yes ; but that would be no great advantage. 

946. But you would then get your letters equally as convenient as you do 

now? — Yes. . , , , • 1 

947. There would be no loss of time in sending them at six o clock m the 
morning? — No. 

948. As you understand Mr. Shaw’s letter, would that come under his pro- 
posal of 100/. a year for the two trains ?— I do not think it would ; I am not cer- 
tain whether it would or would not. 

949. At present, is there any train at six o’clock in the morning? — No; I 

think seven is the earliest. ^ . t j 

950. Mr. Maguire.~\ At what time can a person in Kinsale answer his London 
letters, which, you say, are left 12 hours in Cork, and do not reach Kinsale till 
the morning?— The post from Kinsale goes out at seven in the evening- 

951. Do vou mean to say, if I post a letter for you from London on Monday 
evening at 20 minutes to four, it does not reach Kinsale until Wednesday, at 
eight in the morning ? — No. 

952. At what time must you reply to it?— Between six and seven in the 



evening. 

953- Whereas, if you received it at six, or half-past six, or even seven, the 
same evening that it arrived in Cork, you could reply that evening, and it would 
go off by the morning mail? — Yes, and save a day. 

954. At what time does the morning mail go out? — There is no morning 
mail ; there is none but the evening ; we should be glad if we had a morning 
mail. 

955. There is only one mail leaving Kinsale every day ?— Only one mail 
leaving Kinsale every day. 

956. That leaves at seven in the evening t — Yes. 

957. Do not you think if the Post-office were inclined to consult the public 
convenience, they would accede to the very reasonable terms of the railway as 
to the 2 d. per mile ?— I think they ought, and I was just going to say, in answer 
to a question you put to me just now, that the omnibus which leaves Kinsale in 
the mornina would be in time for tlie train to take the letters in to go bj the 
morning mail from Cork, therefore we could send our letters so as to save a day 
to London, and it would cost a mere trifle. 

958. Kinsale is rather a decayed town? — I am sorry to say it is. 

959. Do not you think that the want of facilities of postal communication is 
just the thing to hurry the decay of the town ?— It certainly would be a con- 
venience to the inhabitants of Kinsale ; all the respectable description of people, 
and to commercial men, to afford facilities. 

960. Sir S. Nortkcote.'] From Cork to Bandon, you say, is 20 miles?— \es. 

961 . At 1 i. a mile, that is 20 .9. a journey ?— Yes. 

962. And that being made 365 times a year, would be 365 I a year ?— \ es. 

963. And if you propose to make it both ways, that would be 730 1 . 1 Yes. 

964. Mr. Maguire^^ But there would he no necessity whatever for the higher 
rate ; by using the five o’clock train from Bandon to Kinsale, and by giving them 
a morning post, everything could be done? — Yes; that is exactly what I want 



to bring the thing to. 

965. Mr. ¥agan.'\ Is the direction of tbe Cork and Bandon Railway in London ? 
— I believe it is. 

966. Is not the secretary or chief manager of the railway in London?—! be- 
lieve he is. 

967. What is bis name? — Wood, I believe. 

96S. Mr. H. Herbert.] Am I to understand you to say that the using of the 
evening train from Cork to Kinsale, to take the day mails from Dublin, would 
totally supersede the necessity of the use of the night mail ?— I do not think it 
would. 

969. Mr. Maguire.] Did not you understand, when I asked you the question, 
that that nio-ht mail, to which objection was made, as costing 700/. a year, 

was 
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was the usual night mail at present carried by car ? — They are both carried J. J. Heard, Esq., 
by car. * m.p. 

970. Allusion was made to a night mail to cost 700 /. a year ; the question 

referred to that? — I think if Mr. Maumre’s idea was adopted, that it would 9 July 1855. 
•afford great facilities to the people of the vvest at a very moderate rate. 

971. Viscount Monck.'] Your objection to the present mode of carrying on the 
night mail is merely as to its being an unsafe mode of transmission, and not as 
to time, because it gets into Kinsale at six o’clock in the morning ? — But you 
are not getting over my great difliculty by pinning me to the answer about the 
night mail ; you do not remove the objection I had to keeping the day mail 12 
hours in Cork. 

972. I want to keep these two questions perfectly distinct, the one from the 
other; supposing that Mr. Maguire’s arrangement contemplated by the question 
\tas carried out, you would have no objection, so far as time was concerned, to the 
present mode of transmitting the night mail ? — No. 

973. You say it is unsafe? — Yes. 

974. Have you ever known money to be lost ? — Never ; but I take it for 
granted that the Post-office are bound to give us the most safe mode of convey- 
ing letters. 

975. I cannot conceive any mode of transmission that would be more secure, 
or that can be proved to be more secure, than the mode which has been going on 
for so many years, and nothing ever lost by it? — I must differ with you when I 
find the Irish bags thrown into an open place half way between Cork and Kinsale 
and left there for many days ; it was a mere matter of chance that they came 
safe to hand. 

976. Mr. Grogan.'] Those mails were lying for six days until you sent for 
them ?— Yes. 

977. Where were they lying?— I think the first or second day they were not 
sent out of Cork, but after that they were taken by train and left at Ballinhassig 
till F sent for them. 

978. Who was in charge of the mails during that time? — I suppose the 
station-master ; I do not know. 

979. Was any one in fact in charge of those mails? — Not that I know of; I 
do not know of any one. 

980. The mails are usually sent from Cork in charge of the driver at present? 

— Ves. 

981. Was he there ? — No, he was not there; because I saw him in Kiusale, 
and spoke to him, and wanted him to go for the mails that were there, and he 
said he could not accomplish it, that he had no orders from his master. 

982. What age is the driver ? — A middle aged man; not very old; a man of 45 
or 50. 

983. Do you mean the Committee to understand that for a portion of the six 
days the mail bags from Cork to Kinsale were lying in the office to take care of 
themselves ?— So I heard. 

984. There was no person ostensibly in charge of them? — I believe not. 

985. Did any inconvenience occur at the time from the transmission of the 
mails from Cork to Bandon, to your knowledge? Mr. Shaw says, I think, that 
they lay three days before they went by rail ; then the railway company took up 
the mails. 

986. The mail bags from Cork to Bandon lay, as you understood, at this half- 
way house for three da3^s? — No, I do not think the Bandon bags stopped at the 
half-way house at all. They were sent from Cork direct by train, and our bags 
went by train as far as the half-way house, and they were then thrown out for 
Kinsale, and the Bandon ones went on by train; the train taking the mails for 
the convenience of the inhabitants of Bandon. 

987. 'i'hen if the railway had not offered voluntarily to take the bags 
gratuitously, the Bandon peo2fie would have been left without their mails ? 

— Yes. 

988. Then the only difference between you and the people of Bandon was, 
that your bags were left to take care of themselves at the half-way house, and the 
Bandon bags went on ? — Yes. 

989. Consequently, a communication which is left to be conducted in this 
manner, at the mercy of a third party to carry through, you cannot consider to 
be a proper one ? — Decidedly not. 

0.62. 1 3 
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ggo. Viscount Monck.'] Do you ever remember any interruption of this land 
taking place before? — Never. , ■ , 

qui Then, as a Member of Parliament, do yon think it judicious to incur an 
expenditure of 7,0001., in order to avoid a contingency that may not arise 
once in seven years?— That is dropping the question altogether of the detention 

™Q()2!*'Yon have already stated that, supposing the day train carried the 
mails, the night train would be open to no objection, except that of insecurity; 

qn^’ And the only case of insecurity you can give us in the whole of your 
experience is that which - occurred last winter ?— But we do not know when it 

The inconvenience practically ‘ 

The 16th of February it began, and I did not get my letters till the 26th of 

^'^995- What has occurred once may occur again?— Yes. If you ask me if I 

consider it a safe mode, I say decidedly not. 

qq6. Sir S. Northcote.] Would it not be possible, in case of 
occurring again, that a temporary arrangement might be made with the railway 
to carry the® mails ?— Yes. I dare say the Post-office will make provision against 

in that case, a letter must be written to London to get 
the^ instructions of the Postmaster-general, and while waiting for those instruc- 
tions the conveyance of the mail may be altogether stopped . Decided^. 

gpS. Mr. Liddell] You say the letters are over 2,000 a week to Kinsale . 

ggg. Are the letters increasing or decreasing in number in that part r— I 

"ToomTs IJandon about the same as Kinsale ’-About ‘he same number as 
Kinsale - but there are various towns to the west to wliicb the m^l goes 
through, through Bandon. Cloughnakilty is a very large town and Skibhereen 
and Rosscarhery and Dunmanway, and there are various towns besides. 

Tool. Mr. Grogan.] What do you think may be about the aggregate popula- 
tion of those towns you have mentioned, and the other towns that are served 
from Bandon. in that neighbourhood ?— I can hardly state. 

1002. Mr. Magidre.] Do you know that the aggregate population to the west 
of Cork is over a quarter of a million?— Not so much as that. 

The Reverend David A. Doudmy, called in ; and Examined. 

1003. Chairman.] I believe you reside at Bonmahon, in the county of 

1004. Have you anything to communicate to the Committee with reference to 

the postal arrangements connected with that district ?— We have to complain of 
the great want of sufficient accommodation. _ . 

toot. Are there large mines worked there? — It is a large minpng district. 

1006. And there is a considerable population connected with it, 1 believe. 

''^'^lOoT.^Hovrmany miles is it from Waterford?— Fifteen English miles from 
Waterford ; about 10 from Dungarvan. , , . , ■ . -.i 

1008 But Waterford is the post-town through which you communicate witn 
the west of Ireland ?— Of late our letters have come through Carrick. 

1000. Notthrough Waterford?— No. , , „„iu„i 

1 0 1 u Will YOU state the inconveniences wlucn are felt in that particular locality . 
—Perhaps 1 had better commence with myself. For the last three or four years 
near ly four years, I have set up industrial schools, and I have three 
ureases constantly going on at one of those industrial schools, consequently we 
hive to lend a grea® deM through the post. Among other tilings we have two 
journals regulariy stamped. When I first communicated with the Post-office, 
they a»^reed® to allow one car from Kilmacthomas to Bonmahon, in a mcmth , 
that is! 2 s. 6 A a month 1 but it would be very inconvenient to both parties to- 
send the whole of those journals on one day. monthlv 

1011. Viscount Monde.] Was this for the monthly publication 
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publication. In order to insure anything like promptitude in the delivery we are 
obliged to send them to Waterford. 

1012. Chairman.'] You found the other mode of transmission insecure ? — If 
we sent them to Kilmacthomas there was frequently delay there ; the driver of 
the Dungarvan car would say he had not room ; possibly the car was full, and he 
had not room to take those journals : they were left, therefore, for the conveni- 
ence of the car. An occurrence of that sort happened last month ; they were sent 
to Kilmacthomas ; the driver said the car was full, and they could not be taken 
on. They were then sent to Garrick, and after being- delayed one day at Kilmac- 
tbomas, I inquired of the post-office at Garrick, and they told me they were 
sending them by degrees. 

1013. “By degrees,” I suppose, means at different intervals of time? — 'Yes; 
therefore I generally send them in to Waterford direct, in order to avoid those 
delays. I tested the matter last month. They were sent into our own post- 
office, and were sent away by the runner. There is a runner from Kilmacthomas 
to Bonmahon, and thence to Stradbaiiy, and he took 12 lbs. of them each day, 
consequently they were in our post-office for eight or nine days. 

1014. Mx. MaguireP^ The, se were all stamped, of course ?— All stamped with 
the Government stamp. 

1015. You had then a right to immediate transmission? — Yes. 

1016. Sir S. Northcote^ Do you publish them for yourselves, or print them 
for other parties? — We publish them for ourselves. 

1017. yix. Liddell^ What is the nature of the journal? — One is published 
every month, and the other every two months. It is a very old journal. The 
circulation is upwards of 2,000 a month. It is 2,230. 

\o\%. Chairman.] And there is a penny stamp on each of them? — A penny 
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loig. Mr. Grogan.] Did you make any complaints of this delay? — Repeat- 
edly. 

1020. Did you get any redress? — None. 

1021. Chairman.] I think you stated that you were obliged to resort to 
Waterford, and to leave the other route? — Yes. 

1022. Did you find things better in that case? — I think they were forwarded 
promptly from Waterford. 

1023. " How did you get them to Waterford from Bonmahon? — I had to send 
them by my own conveyance; and that I have done, more or less, for upwards 
of two years. 

1024. Mr. Maguire], A kind of supplemental postal transmission? — Yes. 

1025. Mr. Grogan.] How long ago is it since this circumstance to which you 
refer occurred, of your having sent a parcel of them, and their having been 
transmitted by degrees? — I believe it has often occurred; but I detected it 
myself last month. 

1026. When did you make the complaint of the inconvenience to which you 
have just alluded, and have any steps since been taken to redress that inconve-. 
nience? — I have repeatedly complained during the two years, and the only 
redress was the offer of the half-crown a month ; but, as I have stated, that 
was of very little service, because, if they went to Kilmacthomas, the answer 
was, that there was not room, and they were delayed ; and therefore to ensure 
anything like promptitude, I sent them specially to Waterford. 

1027. Just explain what you mean by saying there was not room; was it 
that they had not bags to carry them ?— f hey had no bags ; we had to provide 
them, and we never saw tiiem again ; that is constantly the case. 

1028. They had no bags to carry your journals in the first instance ? — No, 
we have never been supplied with bags first or last. 

1029. When you say there was not room, do you mean that the car was not 
big enough to accommodate them? — Dungarvan being a place ot considerable 
note, they take too many passengers to allow them to take up our bags from 
Kilmacthomas ; there was not room in the car. 

1030. VVas it professedly a mail car? — It was professedly a mail car. 

1031. The main business of the car is to carry eveiyThing going through the 
post-office? — Yes. 

1032. But they preferred carrying the passengers rather than the mails? 
—— Y es 

0.62. 1 4 >033. Viscount 
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1033. Viscount Monck.'] Is your journal much circulated in Dungarvair 
itself? — No. 

1034. How much? — Not half a dozen copies. 

1035. Then you have established a journal at Bonmahon, the circulation of 
■which is carried away by post, and you expect the Government once a month 
to provide special means of communication for your journal'? — I have only 
mentioned one case, I have more to bring forward. 

1 036. That is the amount of your grievance at present ? —I might mention, that 
when we first transferred the printing of it from London to Bonmahon, and 
established these schools solely for the benefit of the neighbourhood, I had an 
intimation from Waterford, that there were certain bags in the main office 
there, and that it was supposed they contained those journals ; that was after they 
had been transmitted two or three days from us, and I went off to Waterford, 
and there I found them waiting. 

1037. I thought you said that when you transmitted them to Waterford, they 
were forwarded with punctuality? — That was afterwards; I said when we first 
did it. 

1038. Was there any excuse made? — The excuse was, that the contractor 
expected to be paid for them ; that it was an extra weight, and the mail con- 
tractor expected to be paid. 

1039. The contractor, between what places? — Between Dungarvan and 
Waterford. 

1040. I understood you they had got to Waterford, and were in the post- 
office at Waterford?— I am speaking now of when we first commenced the 
printing at Bonmahon ; I allude to that as the first grievance, tliat they expected 
additional payment, thinking those journals had nothing to do with the mail 
service; when I proved the contrary, they were delivered up. 

1 041 . And they have been carried ever since as far as Waterford is concerned ? 

As far as Waterford is concerned. A considerable quantity of miscellaneous 

work which we print is of course sent through the post, and there is only one 
runner provided between Kilmacthomas, Bonmahon ana Stradbally ; therefore it 
is impossible for a runner to convey wliat we have to send in anything like pro- 
per time. , 

1042. C/iai?’7nan.J By a runner you mean a foot messenger r— -Yes. 

1043. Sir S. IVort/ico^te.] What is the corresfiondeuce of the district exclusive 
of the circulation of this journal ; would a runner be able to carry the general 
correspondence of the district if it were not for your publication?— I think he 
would ; there is a considerable correspondence, but he would be sufficient for 

1044. Mr. Liddell^ On the day that the journal is published, what is the 
average number transmitted ? — I think about 800; we print 2,250, we stamp 
the whole, and they are sent out within three days. 

1045. Viscount Mo}ick.'] And this occurs once a month in the case of one 
journal, and once in two months with respect to the other? — Yes. 

1046. Mr. Grogan.'] With regard to the penny stamp which you put on your 
journals, have you any doubt that it frees them through the post ? — It is a 
newspaper stamp. 

1047. Aud you have the same right to transmit your journal through the 
post-office, sending it on stamped paper, that any newspaper whatever has ? 
Unquestionably. 

1048. Sir S. Northcote.] Have you ever represented that case to the surveyor 
of the district ? — Often. 

1049. Have you had any offer of relief? — None; upon the last occasion when, 
as I stated, we had some of those journals for eight or ten days remaining in our 
post-office, I again made a statement to the Post-office authorities, and the 
Secretary .stated that it was laid before the Postmaster-general for consideration,, 
and since that we have heard nothing of it. 

1050. You would hardly, I suppose, expect that, for the sake of conveying a 
great' extra weight about 20 or 30 times in a year, a very much increased amount 
of accommodation should be given for every day in the year ? — But I have other 
matters to state ; it is not only my own grievance, 

1051. But vou said in answer to a question which I put, that the runner is 
sufficient for the correspondence of the district except for your journal ; but yoii 

would 
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would hardly expect that an additional conveyance should be put cn to run every 
dav for the sake of those journals r — Most certainly not. •. u 

”i05'2. Have you ever suggested to the surveyor that special facilities^ s..ouia 
be provided for those particular days on which your journal is published r. No , 
but we have memorialised the postal authorities for a change of route, by which 
several places might be accommodated at very little additional expense, ror 
example, there is a car which runs from Waterford to Dungarvan, going 
through Kilmacthomas ; that leaves Waterford at two or thereabouts, bringing 
the Dublin morning mail, and runs through to Dungarvan; but neither we nor 
the places near to us derive any advantage from that. We used to receive 
our Waterford letters in one day, now they are two days; instead of comng 
direct from Waterford to Kilmacthomas, and thence to us. and to Stradbally, 
they now go up to Carrick-on-Suir, and it takes us as long to hear from 
Waterford as it does from London, though we are only 15 miles from it. It 
is a large mining district, and there is a very considerable amount of money 
which passes and repasses by this post. o t • 

1053. Mr. Liddell.] Do you distrust the security of that post . — 1 think it is a 

very natural thinff to distrust it. , . , 

1054. Viscount Monck.'] Have you ever heard of any money being lost upon 
it ?— No ; but I know there was a case some few years ago, just before I went 
to the district, in which some man was charged. I forget with what offence 
now, but he acknowledged that a conspiracy had been entered into to stop the 
mail between Kilmacthomas and Bonmahon. 

1055. Mr. Liddell.] Did the evidence come out in court? — I think so. 

1056. Viscount Monck.] Was the attempt made f — No ; but he stated that a 
conspiracy bad been formed, the carrying out of which was prevented. 

1037. Chairman.] Although much to the credit of the country, no such 
attempt has ever been made yet. Independent of that, do you consider it is a 
cause of great inconvenience to have remittances delayed by slow conveyances 
and uncertain modes of transmission ? — I consider it is very hazardous ; the 
mine-office was some years ago broken into, and a very considerable sum, oOl) 
or 1,000?. abstracted. i> j - v 

1058. In fact, person’s credit might be ruined by the delay of one day : les. 

1059. Viscount Mowc/f.] I understood you to say that acar was allotted to you, 
once a month, for the conveyance of your journal ?— Half-a-crown was allowed. 

1060. Mr. Groga 7 i.] For the purpose of carrying your journal from Bonmahon 

to Kilmacthomas ?— Yes, but there they very often say, we have not room ; 1 

cannot rely upon it. . t i ^ t 1 * 

J061. Do you consider that a very liberal allowance I do not. i have not 

availed myself of it. o okh 

1062. You said your circulation was 2,000 and upwards a month . ^,zdu. 

1063. Do you pay a penny upon all of them r — Yes. 

1064. What would that amount to ? — About 7 1 . lOa'. or 8 /. _ , , 

1065. So that the Post-office receive monthly from, you between 7 1 . 10.?. and 

8?.? — That is the revenue. , • 

1066. The revenue receives between 11 . 10 s. and 8/. monthly from you ; and 
one department of the Government proposed to do you a service at the expense 

of half-a-crownr — Yes. , . i-'T/ iao 

1067. Mr. Wilson.] In what way does the revenue draive the sum oi 71 . fUs. 
a month from you i— Inasmuch as we have the regular Government stamp. 

1068. You mean by that the usual stamp ?— The usual stamp. 

1060. Is your publication what is called a newspaper, or was it a pamphlet . 
-I thought 'it had on the die “ Newspaper;” but it is preeisely the same 
1070. Do you stamp the whole impression e stamp the whole 

’’*To 7°"’ Are you obliged by law to stamp the whole impression ?— We do it lor 

the sake of conveyance, of course. . . , . • ^ 

1072. II you had had a large number of subscribers in the town in winch you 

live, would yon have stamped the imblication for them?— IN 0. T 

1073. Then you only stamp those which you send by 

before, we have not a large number of subscribers ; not above half-a-dozen in the 
neighbourhood ; consequently it is not worth while to print on unstamped paper 

K tit74.Bnt 
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1074. But it was perfectly voluntary whether you stamped or did not stamp ? 
—Yes. 

1075. And you therefore stamped for the service you got by the stamp, namely, 
sending it through the Post-office? — Precisely. 

1076. If you had chosen to send the journals in any other way unlike a news- 
paper, which was stamped compulsorily, yon might have done so. Your stamp 
was voluntary ; you stamped only for the purpose of availing yourself of the 
Post-office ? — Precisely so. 

1077. Mr. MaguireJ] Had you not as much right to the service of the Post- 
office at the time as any other publication had ? — Undoubtedly. 

1078. Mr. Grogan.] Are you aware whether the stamp is absolutely necessary ? 
— It was absolutely necessary for the conveyance by post. 

1079. aware whether, in point of law, it was absolutely necessary ? — 
I do not think it was. 

1080. You stated that there was a runner, or foot messenger employed ; what 
distance does he go ? — I am ashamed to say that he goes upwards of 20 miles a day. 

1081 . Ten miles out, and 10 miles back ? — Yes, Irish miles. It knocked one 
man up ; he w^ent into a consumption. The son of the postmaster of Kihnac- 
thomas was appointed as runner from Kilmacthomas to Bonmahon, thence to 
Stradbally, and back, and I think in less than 12 months he died. His brother 
followed him, and he kept it up for a very few months, and was obliged to give it 
up ; and now we have a fresh one. 

1082. Do you know what wages he gets? — Either 1^. or 1^. 2d. a day, I can- 
not say which. 

1083. Butit is not more than U'. 2d. ? — It is not more than U. 2d. 

1084. Is it 7s. a week, with the Sunday, or is the Sunday extra ? — Sunday is 
extra, if they run on the Sunday. 

1085. Is the money which is sent down for the payment of the men in the 
mines sent by runner ? — It is sent in half notes ; one portion of the half notes is 
sent, I think, to the bank in Waterford ; the police go on the morning of pay-day 
for those half notes. Two police are sent upon the company’s car to fetch the one 
halfj and the runner brings the other halt. 

1086. Is it a monthly or weekly payment? — They pay once a fortnigiit. 

1087. Have you any idea of what is the amount? — The average amount monthly 
is 1,500/. 

1088. Sir S. NorthcoieT] Is it found difficult to get people to take the office 
of runner, or is it an office much desired?— I think it could not be an office 
very much desired. 

1089. You do not know? — I do not. 

1090. Mr. Liddell.] Have vacancies in the appointment of runner ever 
remained open for a long time ? — I am not aware that they have. 

logi. ^\i.lfilson.] Who has the appointment ; do you know? — I do not. 

1092. You say the postmaster had two sons, one succeeding the other? — One 
son had it, and died. The other continued it for a few months, and then was 
obliged to abandon it. 

1(193. Chairman.] Have you anything else to mention to the Committee ? — 
I may speak of the veiy great delay. 

1094. You are now going into the general case as regard all the inliabitants 
of that district ? — Yes ; a letter passing from us has to be sent to Kilmacthomas, 
thence to Garrick, and then down to Waterford. 

1 095. What time does it take to send a letter from Bonmahon to Waterford ? 
— T wo days. 

1096. The distance of the direct route is 15 miles — Yes. 

1097. Does it take as long to get an answer ?— It takes as long, unless it 
happens to be posted before two o’clock in the afternoon ; if it is posted before 
two, then we receive the letter the next morning. 

1098. Mr. Wilson^ You said a sliort time ago that it took as long to get an 
answer from W^aterford as from London ? — Yes ; if we post a letter at two 
o’clock in the day on Monday, it is received in London on Wednesday morning, 
and it is precisely so with respect to Waterford. It takes the same time to send 
a letter to Waterford and to get the reply as to London, unless they post the 
replv before two o’clock; then we should get it on the Thursday morning. 

iboQ. You are speaking of two things now; you first of all speak of the 

time 
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time it takes to convey a letter to Waterford and to London? — If we post a 
letter at Bonmahon at two o’clock, it reaches London on Wednesday at three 
o’clock ; and so from Bonmahon to Waterford. 

1 1 00. Do you mean that if you post the letter at the same hour it does not 
ai'rive at Waterford till W ednesday morning? — It is not delivered till Wednesday 
morning. 

1101. Is that the only mail conveyance you have in the day to Waterford ? — 
If we sent it to Kilmacthomas, a distance of five Irish miles, before nine o’clock 
in the morning, it would go in to Waterford. 

1102. Then that is the only mail you have to Waterford? — Yes. 

1 103. When does it arrive in Waterford ? — I suppose in the night ; but it is 
not delivered till Wednesday morning. 

1104. "What is the distance ? — Fifteen English miles. 

1105. Where is it during all that time; in the interval ? — I cannot say ; it 
goes to Garrick. 

1 106. Chah'man.'] It goes from Garrick to Waterford ? — Yes. 

1107. 'blx. Wilson.'] It is not delivered before Wednesday ? — Till within the 
last few months it used to go by car from Kilmacthomas direct to Waterford, 
but of late it has been changed ; and unless the reply is posted before two 
o’clock in Waterford, instead of receiving it on the Thursday morning, we should 
not receive it till the Friday. It must be posted before two o’clock, so as to 
come by car, to go direct to Dungarvan. 

1 1 08. But the people in W^aterford who have your letters early on Wednesday 
morning by the first delivery will have the whole morning before two o’clock to 
send an answer, and therefore if they avail themselves of the return of post, you 
will have it on Thursday morning? — If they posted it before two o’clock we 
should get it on the following morning. 

} 109. When you say there would be the same time in returning a reply from 
Waterford as a reply from London, you are assuming that your correspondent in 
Waterford does not avail himself of the following mail ; that he does not answer 
till the next day ? — Yes. 

iifo. Are you not aware that there are several departures from Waterford in 
the course of a day r — There may be. 

1 1 1 1. And therefore, if a person does not post his letter to suit the departure 
to a certain place, but posts his letter after the time, it must necessarily wait till 
the following day? — Yes, it must wait. 

1112. Do you know how early in the morning the first delivery in Waterford 
takes place ? — I think about eight o’clock in the morning. 

1113. Is there not abundant time between eight in the morning and two in the 
afternoon to answer any letters that may come from your part of the country? 
— But even that would be three days ; that does not affect us in sending to 
Waterford ; it does not shorten the time: 

1114. But I now refer to the observation which you made, that it requires the 
same time to have a reply from Waterford that it does a reply from London ; 
you state you have the reply from London on the Friday morning? — Yes. 

1115. You now say you would have a reply from Waterford on the Thursday 
morning, if your correspondent avails himself of the time he has from eight in 
the morning till two in the afternoon to answer it ? — Yes, I so stated. 

ni6. Mr. Grogan.] At what time would a letter dispatched from Waterford 
at two o’clock in the afternoon be delivered to you in Bonmahon? — At half- 
past ten the next morning. 

1117. Then it is from two o’clock in the afternoon till half-past ten the next 
morning going 15 miles? — Yes,. 

1118. Chairman.] How is it conveyed from Kilmacthomas ? — By runner. 

1119. I thought you said you had to employ a runner? — The mining com- 
pany have at times ; they have very frequently had to send a runner to Kilmac- 
thomas, and frequently into Waterford. 

i 120. But there is no mode of conveyance, no postal conveyance, by which 
a letter from Bonmahon to Waterford would arrive there sooner than the 
second day ? — Certainly not sooner than the second day under any circum- 
stances. 

1121. Is there anything else which you wish to state ? — If I may be allowed, 
I will quote from a letter 1 received the day 1 left, from Mr. Walsh, the agent of 
Lord Ormond, in reference to the time occupied between Kilkenny and Bon- 
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Rtv. raahon, and one or two other places. It takes two days for a letter to reach us from 
25 . A. Dmdney. Kilkenny, which is 36 miles. Mr. Walsh says, “ I am sorry to say to you, that 
the inconveniences you all complain of in this district by the present extraordi- 
9 July 1855. nary and most vexatious postal arrangements, are felt with equal ami05'ance 
throughout a great portion of the county of Kilkenny, although recently there has 
been a slight improvement. It took four days to communicate between the 
towns of Carrick-on-Suir and Kilkenny, about 20 miles distant. It takes the 
same time at present to communicate between Carrick-on-Suir and Callen, 12 
miles distant. At present it takes two days to bring a letter from Kilkenny here, 
about 36 miles, which is a great inconvenience to me, and two days from Car- 
rick-on-Suir to this place, distant about 14 miles.” That was a mistake, because, 
in consequence of the change, we get our letters from Carrick in one day. 

1 122. Mr. Grogan.'] Whence is that letter dated? — From Bonraahon, where 
the agent is at present staying. He says, “ I could go on with a great many other 
instances, but it may be sufficient to say, that the greatest inconvenience has 
been felt throughout the southern portions of Kilkenny and Tipperary, in conse- 
quence of the very ill-arranged postal communication through that district with 
two railways at full work. I have been been constantly obliged to send messages 
from my place (near Piltown) to Kilkenny and Callen, in place of sending by 
the post. ’ 

1 123. Were the directors of this mining company aware that you were coming 
over here as evidence, and did they communicate with you upon the inconvenience 
they suffer ? — Not specially, because it has been a matter of long standing, and 
a well-known grievance. 

1124. Mr. Fere.] I believe that letter you have just put in contains a 
serious inaccuracy as to a matter of fact? — It does, with regard to Carrick. 

1125. Will you state what the inaccuracy is? — In consequence of the late 
change, we get our letters from Carrick in one day instead of, as before, in two ; 
but, of course, Waterford is much more important to us than Carrick. 

Mr. 'Wilson Kennedy, and Examined. • 

^T. W. Kennedy. 1126. YOU are residing in Clonmel? — Yes. 

' ' 1127. In what position are you? — I have been a director of the Tipperary 

Bank for some years. 

1128. Are you able to state from your knowledge the nature of the postal 
arrangements in Clonmel connected with Dublin or Waterford, or any other 
part of the district referred to this Committee for inquiry ? — es. 

1129. Will you state those arrangements to the Committee, if you please ? — 
The postal communication with Waterford, previously to the railway being 
opened, was a day mail by a four-horse car of Bianconi’s, which reached Clonmel, 
I think, about seven o’clock. 

1130. The delivery took place in the evening? — The delivery took place in 
the evening ; the second conveyance was a four-horse mail-coach running from 
Waterford to Limerick, which left Waterford about half-past seven in the 
evening. 

1131. About three to four hours later dispatch? — Yes; it reached Clonmel, 
I think, about half-past eleven at night, and went on to Limerick ; there was a 
regular conveyance every night by a four-horse coach. 

1132. Viscount ilfowc/t,] When were those letters delivered ; the next morning? 
— Yes, they were delivered the next morning, of course ; they reached at half-past 
eleven at night. 

1133. Chairman.] Both those conveyances passed through the town of 
Carrick-on-Suir? — Yes, both those conveyances passed through the town of 
Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, Cahir and Tipperary, and went into Limerick. 

1134. Viscount ikfoncA-.] At what time did the first leave Waterford ?— At 
three o’clock in the afternoon, and the other at half-past seven. 

1135. Chairman.] Will you state how the return was?— I cannot exactly 
quote the return of the day car, but it conveyed the day post to Waterford. 

1136. Did it arrive in Waterford about ten or eleven o’clock ? — I think, if I 
remember rightly, the post went about three o’clock from Clonmel by a four-horse 
car, and the mail-coach passed through Clonmel from Limerick about one in the 
morning. 

1 ] 37. So that in every 24 hours you had two direct mails from Waterford to 

Clonmel, 
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Clonmel, and back again ? — Yes, and most satisfactory communication in every 
way. 

1 138. What is the case now : — The case at present is, that a car leaves Water- 
ford at half-past four o’clock in the evening, that car reaches Clonmel at 20 
minutes past eight, and there is no delivery that night in the town, of those 
letters. 

1139. Mr. Wilson.'] Can you get your letters by sending for them ? — -Yes. 

1 140. Chairman.] At what hour can you get them by sending for them ? — 
The Post-office is opened at 45 minutes past eight, until nine o’clock, and if 
you send within that 15 minutes, and there should be a letter for you, you will 
get it. 

1 141 . Does every one in the town send at that hour ? — I do not know, indeed ; 

I should think not. 

1142. Is there any extra payment for that quarter of an hour’s delivery by 
going to the post-office? — None. 

11^13. It is merely a matter of accommodation by the postmaster? — I under- 
stand that any person, no matter whether he has a box or not, can get his 
letters during that 15 minutes, if he choose to send for them, which is different 
from the other post. 

1 144. Viscount Monck^ Do men in business generally send for their letters 
at that hour?— I declare I do not know ; I do not send for mine. 

1145. I suppose, as a banker, it is no great object to you to get your letters 
at that hour; it would suit you to get them as well next morning? — Letters 
arriving after the bank hours are of no use to the banker. 

1146. Mr. F. Scully.] There is a general delivery at Clonmel during the day, 
is there not? — There is. 

1147. Chairman.] Instead of the two mails which you had from Waterford, 
before the present mail was established, you have only this one?— That is the 
only one. 

1148. Supposing that mail arrived an hour before, would there be a delivery 
throu<’^h the town? — I should think there would. That mail arrives after the 
post-oliice is closed for making up the Dublin and London mails ; consequently 
they are engaged in sorting the mails at the very time that it arrives. 

1 149. Then, in point of fact, the arrival of that mail might as well be deferred 
until any hour the next morning before six ? — For all practical purposes I con- 
sider it is very useless. 

1150. Is not that the mail that takes on your letters to Dublin? — That mail 
arrives at 20 minutes past eight, and the other leaves for Dublin at 45 minutes 
past eight. 

1151. The mail that takes your letters to Dublin is a continuation of the 
same mail ?— There is another car which goes on at 45 minutes past eight to 
Goold’s Cross. 

1152. It is the same mail taking the letters for Dublin, and Limerick, and 
Cork, and all the other places, from the intermediate towns between Clonmel 
and Waterford ? — Yes ; it brings the letters for Cork, and those places sooth of 
Goold’s Cross, leaving Waterford at half-past four. 

1153. And from the intermediate towns between Waterford and Clonmel it 
also brings the Dublin and London letters? — I cannot answer as to that, but I 
rather think that the Carrick letters do not come that v/ay ; I am not sure of 
that. 

1154. Therefore that mail, as to arriving the next morning, would fail m 
all its purposes of being a continuous mail across the country?— I am speaking 
so far as the mail from Waterford is concerned. 

1155. Supposing the mail car at Clonmel terminated its journey in Clonmel, 
it would be of no use that night for the inhabitants generally?— Of very little 
service. That mail returns, on the arrival of the mail from Goold’s Cross, at 
45 minutes past three in the morning ; and that is the only mail they have to 
Waterford. 

1 156. So that, if you want to answer by return of post, you must go to the 
post-office between 45 minutes past eight and nine for your letter, and return an 
answer the same night ? — Yes. 

1157. Do the people of Clonmel sit up all night to carry on their corre- 
spondence? — I am not aware that they do. It also brings the letters from 
Carrick-on-Suir, and takes them in the same way. 
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1158. That is for Clonmel? — Yes. 

1159. Can you state anything as to the postal communication with Dublin 
and London ? — For the postal communication with Dublin and London, the 
night mail leaves at 45 minutes past eight, and goes by a single horse car tq 
Goold’s Cross. 

1 1 60. What distance? — A distance of about 23 miles ; and that car reaches 
Goold’s Cross about 12 ; then, in about three hour.s, the mails arrivingin Clonmel 
from London and Dublin, come from the same place, leaving Goold’s Cross 
about 12. 

1161. About 12 at night? — ^Yes. 

] 162. That is what you call the night mail? — The night mail. 

1163. This car, which takes the mail from Clonmel to Dublin and London, 
arrives at Goold’s Cross at about midnight, and then comes back again at the same 
hour with the mails from Dublin cmd London? — Yes. 

1164. That mail arrives at Clonmel at what hour? — At about three o’clock in 
the morning. 

1 165. And then that car goes on, and is your only mail car conveyance to 
Waterford ?— The car starts upon the arrival of that, and goes on through 
Carrick-on-Suir to Waterford ; a one-horse car. 

1166. So that, if you have not your letters in the post before three o’clock in 
the morning, you must wait till the next day? — Yes ; the letters which arrive at 
eight in the evening are not delivered by the postman till the following morning. 
You can answer at any time during the day ; and that letter remains until the 
following morning at 45 minutes past three, and then it goes forward to Carrick- 
on-Suir, or to Waterford. 

1167. Mr. Wilson.'] So that a letter dispatched from Waterford on Monday 
evening would not have a reply in Waterford, unless it were called for at Clonmel 
at night, before Wednesday morning? — Yes. 

I ] 68. One day intervening? — Yes ; a letter posted before 4 . 30 in Waterford 
will receive a reply, I think, about half-past eight on Wednesday morning in 
Waterford. 

1169. But if a person calls for his letter at the post-office at Clonmel at 
night, a reply may be received in Waterford the following morning at half-past 
eight ?— If he calls for his letter during the 15 minutes that are allowed, he 
may write a reply during the niglit, and post it before three o’clock, and it may 
reacli lhs correspondent the next morning at Waterford. 

I I 70. Then the post-office is open during the night ? — Yes ; I have myself 
posted letters as late as 11 or 12 o’clock, and I believe those letters are for- 
warded. 

1171. Chairman.] "With reference to the Dublin and London day mail, what 
is the arrangement? — With reference to our day mail, until about a month ago, 
our day mail arrived in Clonmel at half-past four to half-past five o’clock ; it was- 
very irregular in coming by the same one-horse conveyance. 

1172. Mr. JVilson.] How does it arrive now ? — Being fine weather since then, 
it arrives at three, or half-past three. 

1173. Is the difference of weather the only cause of the earlier arrival? — 
I said there had been a change made in the last month. 

1 1 74. What is the hour at which it ought to’arrive now? — Three o’clock; the 
hour at which it ought to have arrived before, was 10 minutes before four. 

1 1 7.5. It is advanced by 50 minutes ? — Yes. 

iiy’O. Mr. F. Scully.] What hour did it arrive before? — During the winter I 
generally received my letters at half-past five to six o’clock in the evening. 

1 1 77. That is in the winter season ? — That is in the vdnter season. 

1 1 78. Now, during the summer season, there is more regularity in the arrival 
of the car at Clonmel ? — There is. 

1179. Do you consider there will be the same irregularity next winter in the 
arrival of the car ? — I consider there has been the same irregularity in the winter 
ever since they commenced the ari'angemenl of that car. 

1180. Mr. Wilson.] At what time do you receive your Dublin letters ?— Since 
the last month I have received my letters generally about 4 to 30 minutes 
past four o’clock ; I have marked the time. 

1181. Then you have for the reply up to eight o’clock in the evening ? — Until 
a quarter to eight o’clock. 

j 182. The post closes at eight ? — Yes. 

118.3.. It 
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1183. It does not depart till 45 minutes past eight? — Till 45 minutes past 
eight hut it closes at a quarter before eight. 

1 1 84. Mr. F. Scully.] That is supposing the car to arrive in Clonmel at the 
regular time fixed by the Post-office ? — Yes. 

1185. But your opinion is, that is not likely to happen during the winter, and 
that those cars will not arrive punctually at the time appointed? — I know that 
as a matter of fact, I believe they have not arrived during the winter at any time 
until almost an hour after their proper time. 

1 186. Mr. IVilsan.] Have you a day mail to Dublin? — We have. 

1 187. At what time does that leave? — The receiver for posting letters by the 
day mail was closed at 10 minutes before nine in the morning until about a 
month ago. 

1188. When is it closed now ? — At9.45. 

1189. A quarter to 10? — Yes; this change has been recently made, I may 
say, in consequence of a statement sent at the request of Lord Canning, after the 
deputation here waited upon him in the month of March last. A change was 
made, giving 50 minutes more to post the day mail letters, and a 50 minutes’ 
earlier receipt, but entailing the necessity of our day communication being cut off 
with Cork, Limerick, and all towns south of Goold’s Cross, so that now we have 
no day mail with those places, nor is there any day mail from Waterford or 
Carrick with those places. 

1 1 Qo. Chairman,] In point of fact, for the time you have saved with regard to 
the Dublin and London mail, you have abandoned the day communication 
with Cork, Limerick, and other parts of Ireland to the west and south ? — 
We have gained 50 minutes in the receipt of the day mail and have 50 minutes 
more to post our letters by the day mail, but have given up all communica- 
tion with places south of Gooid’s Cross by day mail. After that, I addressed a 
letter to Lord Canning, stating this grievance, which I did at Lord Canning’s 
request, having mentioned tliem to him ; the Inspector called upon me at 
Clonmel, asking me whether I would consider it, for the benefit of the district, 
more desirable that the mail should arrive 50 minutes earlier and the receiver be 
open 50 minutes longer in the morning, cutting off all the day communication 
with those towns, or allow the mails to remain as at present. 1 stated that I did 
not wish to answer that question, inasmuch as it was not for me to take upon 
myself to make such a decision ; but I considered it would not remedy our 
grievance. If, however, he asked me which would be preferable, I certainly 
considered it would be more desirable to receive our Dublin and London corre- 
spondence earlier, giving 50 minutes more for answering it, than to liave a day 
communication with the towns south of Goold’s Cross. 

1191. You say that since the departure of your mail in the morning has been 
postponed for 50 minutes, you have lost your communication with the south of 
Ireland ? — ^The day mail, and that is lost also from Waterford and Carrick. 

IJ92. Is the cause of that circumstance, that your mail now, by leaving 
Clonmel 50 minutes later, does not arrive at Goold’s Cross in time for the day mail 
down from Dublin to Cork ? — Yes, which might be remedied by sending it by 
railway, and meeting the train at the junction. 

1 1 93. Then connected with the earlier arrival of your day mail, is the loss of 
that postal communication? — Yes. 

It 94. You might still have the day mail from Dublin at this earlier time, 
without affecting in any way that communication ? — By railway, but the car 
which formerly left 50 minutes earlier, reached Goold's Cross in time for the down 
day-mail train as well as the up day-mail train, that is the down day mail from 
Dublin as well as the up day mail from Cork, consequently there was a day mail 
to Cork and Limerick, and those places, from Clonmel ; now the car arrives after 
that train has passed Goold’s Cross, consequently the day-mail communication 
is cut off. 

1 1 95. That has nothing w'hatever to do with the earlier arrival in the afternoon, 
that only refers to the morning ? — In the same way the earlier arrival in the 
afternoon cut off the day mail from Cork, that car leaving about 50 minutes 
before its arrival, which could all be remedied by the trains meeting at the junc- 
tion from Cork, Dublin, Limerick, and Waterford. 

1196. Mr. F. Scully.] Which they do at present? — They do at present meet 
at the junction. 

J 197. And there are trains running from those places? — There are. 
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1 198: But they do not carry the mails ?— That has been stated. 

1199. Chairman.'] Another advantage that'wili b(^ deriyedTrolti that, would be 
this, that you would gain considerably in the time'of'the &rrival'6f the' day mail 
at Clonmel, and the time of the dispatch from Clbnmel-?~We: should simply gam 
this, that if those mails were sent bV railway to' the junction' where the lour 
mails meet, and offer the most perfeet'facility.for communicatiohftrotirt all parts 
of the country, we could receive business and banking. letters in time to- answer 
them after banldng business had comraencedr and therefore the letters from 
London would in effect reach us a day eai’lier. if we had that increased . facility. 

1200. in point- of fact, what you 'complain 'of is, that' you hdve 'not the .use of 

the day trains We complain of that as one- thing'. ' ’ , 

1201. What we are speaking of now has' oiily reference' to the 'day trains r 

I understand it has only reference to the'day trains. ' ,''1 

1 202. ‘With reference to' the improvement of -what‘ is called 'the day communi- 
cation between London and Clonmel ?— Yes, the icttefs posted in London at four 
o’clock forwarded by the five o’clock dispatch, would readh Cldnmel bythattram 
which comes at present in sufficient time for all business communication. 

1 203. At -what hour r — I quote from the time-table of this month Which I hold 
in my hand ; it would arrive in Clonmel at two o’clock''on the foHdWm'g day, in 
time for all banking business. ‘ •„ 

1204. Mr. fVilson.] Instead of that, now it does not arrive till a quarter to 
four ?— Instead of that the nominal hour is three o’clock by the one-horse car. ' 

3 205. It would arrive at two instead of three ? — Yes. 

1206. Chairman.] And it would bring you all the Cork and Limerick and 
south of Ireland correspondence, which is now cut off Yes. 

1 207. Mr. Wilson.] Those London letters arriving now at three^, you have 
nevertheless till a quarter to eight in the evening to answer r Not for banking 
communications, inasmuch as the banks are closed at three 0 clock. 

1208. But closing the bank does not prevent the answering the letter ?— It 
prevents us answering it for all banking purposes. 

1 209. Are you now speaking of merchants as well as hankers ? I am speaking 
of merchants doing that business with the banks. 

1210. If you as a banker receive a letter from your London correspondent, 
can you answer it the same day : — 01 course I can ; but if it apives at three 
o’clock you cannot get the letter delivered till four, and the public cannot have 
the benefit of receiving remittances from London and Liverpool, and. making 
use of them that day with the banks, which they could do by another arrange- 

™ 1 2 1 1 . Viscount Monck.] You do no business after three o’clock at the banks r 



Mr. F. ScuUi/.] At wbat hour do you commence in the morning?— At 

^™'2iq Mr. Wilson.'] Suppose the hanks kept open till five, they might avail 
themselves of the day mail then r— There are four banks in the town of Clonmel 
and I believe the Bank of Ireland governs pretty much the hours of closing, and 

they close at three o’clock. , a,- u,, 

1214 When people are expecting the Post-office to do everything, both by 
Iiioht and bv- dav, for the convenience of the public, no matter -what the expense, 
would it be a very great hardship for the hanks if it was a very great convenience 
to their customers, that they should keep open till five o clock r— I do not believe 
that bankers can change their hours in the way railways do ; they close at three 

° “Jaf. *Le'you awTre at what hours the hanks in London close ?— I believe they 
dose at fouro^lock, but Iknow all the banks in Ireland dose at three o dock; yon 
can transact no business with a banker in any town in Ireland after three 

° “'?i6. For how many years has that lasted ?— To my knowledge, as long as I 

remember^.^for^ what was your postal communication with London.- 

~l2Ts'’supp'oTng”th*at°^^^^ had adhered to its old arrangements, and 

ha'^ven rpXi no greater convenience for the -hde of that 20 jars 
would not the public have had great reason to complain r-I do not think that 
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that can be considered a very fair question, inasmuch as I conceive we have very 
much greater facilities now, than we had for the Post-office operations formerly. 

1219. ^ Chairman.'] Would you have no reason to complain if the Post-office 
stood still for 20 years, without making any progress at all ? — I should have, 
certainly, and so would 99 out of every 100. 

1220. Mr. TTi/jon.] If, under the altered circumstances of the country, and 
the great change that has taken place in trade, the necessity there has been of 
saving time, and of giving every facility in its power, the Post-office had done 
nothing, would you not have great reason to complain that the Post-office had 
given you no additional facilities for the last 20 years ? — Certainly. 

1221. If there be so obvious a convenience to be given to the public by 
an establishment, like a bank, by keeping open for two hours longer, would it 
be an unreasonable thing for the bank to give its customers those additional 
facilities — That is a question for the Governors and Directors of the Bank 

I cannot profess to give any opinion as to keeping open their 
offices ; all I know is, that after three o’clock you can do no banking business at 
present. 

1222. With the present arrangements of the Post-office, if you had your 
banks open till five o’clock you could do banking business, and receive and reply 
to letters by return of post? — No doubt. 

1223. Chairman^ Do you think it is more convenient to look to the Post- 
office for a change than to the banks ? — I think the Post-office could make the 
change without any trouble. 

1224. Mr. Wilson.] Do you complain at all about the night post? — Very 
much. 

1225. Whyr, — Because it goes by one-horse car, and on a route on which 
there is never a passenger; we consider it a most insecure mode of con- 
veyance. 

1226. Do you make any complaint in point of time? — In point of time, we 
receive our letters by the night mail, so far as London and Dublin are concerned, 
by this conveyance in good time. 

1227. You receive your Dublin and Liverpool letters early in the morning, 
and have the whole day to answer them, and the mail leaves again at 45 minutes 
past s at night? — The London letters and the Liverpool letters posted in the 
evening, reach by the day mail about three o’clock. 

1 228. The letters posted in London at five o’clock ? — Yes. 

1229. Therefore all your Liverpool letters and London letters posted by the 
five o’clock mail in London reach you by the day mail of next day ? — No ; 
Liverpool letters posted at any hour during the evening leave at nine o’clock in 
the evening, and those letters reach us at three o’clock in the day ; whereas the 
London letters posted at that hour do not reach us by the same post. 

1 230. But the London letters, posted at five o’clock, reach you with the Liver- 
pool letters ? — Yes. 

1231. The great bulk of the Liverpool letters and the London letters, posted 
by five o’clock from London, reach you at three the next day ?— They do; but 
I do not think there is any mail except the one from Liverpool at nine o’clock. 

1232. Still the Liverpool letters reach you at the same time ? — Yes, at three 
o’clock. 

1233. So that you have the remainder of that day to reply to Liverpool or to 
London ? — The Liverpool letters are delivered about four o’clock ; but it is as to 
their being delivered in time for the business of the day that I am now speaking. 
We have from four o’clock up to eight o’clock to answer the Liverpool letters. 

V234. Do you use the night or the day mail chiefly, for the Loudon letters ? — 
I should say the night mail at present is almost the only mail used for the Liver- 
pool letters. 

1235. At what time does it arrive in Dublin? — About four o’clock in the 
morning, 

1236. Therefore, those letters would be in time for the first mail to London, 
which does not leave till one o’clock ? — In time for the one o’clock- mail. 

1237. What time does your morning mail arrive in Dublin? — At five o’clock, 
our day mail ; and if we had an opportunity oT answering the letters that reach 
us in the morning by the day mail, which we could have if conveyed by railway, 
inasmuch as that railway does not leave until about. ten minutes past eleven; we 

L could 
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could answer those letters immediately, which would reach London about ten 
o’clock the next day. 1. t • 

1 238. What time is your morning mail delivered r— I receive my letters at 
mv house from eight to ten minutes past eight. , , r 

1 23Q. Those are the letters posted in London, when" — Two days before, 

1 240 The letters that are now posted in London at five m the day, you receive 
the Mowing day at three ?— Yes, by the five o’clock express train from London. 

1241. You have until a quarter to eight to reply to those letters, in order to 
catch the first mail from Dublin the next day?—No; if you answer that night, 
the letter lies in Dublin, I believe, until one o’clock the next day, before it leaves 

'^'*1242. If you miss that, you have still an opportunity of posting the letter 
before a quarter to ten the next morning, which arrives in Dublin m time for the 
evening mail to London, arriving at one o’clock the next day m London . 1 

think so ; but I may mention, that I do not think there is one etter m every 
100 po.sted in London for that five o’clock mail ; I think the great bulk of letters 
are posted in London, and leave by the rone o’clock mail; I am almost sure 

1243. All those which are posted in London by the nine 0 clock mail do not 
reach you till the morning of the second day?— If they are posted on Monday, 
they reach us at eight o’clock on Wednesday morning. 

1244 Mr. F. Scully. '] If you replv to that letter, at what time will the answer 
reach London?— If I answer it in the regular course of the post, as a banking 
letter, it leaves at eight o’clock in the evening of W ednesday, and arrives on 

Friday morning for the deliveries in London. , ■ ion 

1245. Mr. Wilson.^ When you say there is not one letter in 100 thrt 
leaves London hy the five o’clock mail, hut that they go by the nine o clock mail, 
are you aware that the five o’clock mail was put on for the express purpose of 
enabling those letters to reach Dublin in time for those f ters to S» ™ ^ 

day mab— 1 am aware of it, but I know the great bulk of the letters from 
London, either from bankers or mercantile houses, leave London at nine o clock 

™ 1246'' Then your opinion is, that the five o’clock mail is not of much use 1— 
It is not much used, but I think it of very great service. 

1247. Supposing that its object is to enable letters to Clonmel and other 
parts of Ireland to leave Dublin hy the day mails, your opinion is, that it is not 
much used for that purpose r— My opinion certainly is, that m practice there 
are not many people who are aware of it ; in fact, I know it, for I have spoken 

™24b\ iMr"^ very much owingto the Post-office not taking 

advantage of the railway ?— I do not know that that would make any difterence. 

1 240 ^ Would not that mail be delivered in Clonmel much sooner if conveyed 
by rifilway ?— There is no doubt it would be delivered in time for our merchants 
Sguse of their remittances received from Liverpool and Loudon, which are 

”T2W.®It is practically useless at present in consequence of the late hour of 
delivery?— Practically useless at present, so far as being available for their 

Therefore the five o’clock mail from London might be made very useful 
if delivered earlier in Clonmel ?-I consider it might not only he very useful, 
but it would be a most important mail if the merchants m London would only 

Grogan.] Do I correctly understand you to say that a letter 
dispatched from Loudon by the five o’clock evening mail, to-night for instance, 
will reach Clonmel at three to-morrow ?— It will reach Clonmel at three , at 
least the post-office time for the arrival of the mail is three o clock. 

1 21; 3 It what time would it be delivered ?— For the last week I have marked 
the time • they are delivered from four, to ten minutes past four. 

1 2 34 What time does your return morning mail start t— Untd about a month 
ago it left at twenty minutes past nine ; at present the post-office is closed at 

^tst'A^Cltoes the bank open ?-At ten o’clock, and closes at 

**'?256. Consequently any communication conveyed to you by the mailstarhu^ 
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from London at five o’clock could not possibly be in Clonmel in time for banking Mr. W. Kemeiy. 
business next day? — No. .. 

1257. Is that the reason why bankers in London do not use that communi- 9 July 1855. 
cation? — I cannot say that; but I believe many people do not know it. 

1258. Would that state of things, in your opinion, be likely to account for 
the mail not being so much used as it possibly might? — I could not say that that 
is the cause. 

1259. Chamnan.'] Still the day-mail is of very great use to the public gene- 
rally, and they send a great many letters by it ? — I should say it will not become 
really useful until such time as it can be conveyed by the railway. For instance, 
if we had until a quarter to eleven to write by the day mail, I should consider 
it greatly more valuable, in fact, really valuable ; but at present it is not so. 

1 260. Mr. Wilson^ You now talk of the day mail to Dublin ? — Yes. 

1261. But as to the day mail down ? — The day mail down would reach Clonmel 
at such time as could be used for all banking and commercial purposes, if con- 
veyed by railway. 

1262. Are you aware that the railwayis used for the day mail from Dublin as 
far as Goold’s Cross already r — Yes. 

1263. Therefore, you do not suggest that any saving of time could be made 
between Dublin and Goold’s Cross ? — No. 

1 264. Therefore, the whole difference of time that could make the five o’clock 
day mail available or not available, would be the difference made by railway 
between Goold’s Cross and Clonmel ? — That is nearly the case, but it is not 
exactly so, inasmuch as the mail would arrive always at two o’clock, unless 
in case of accident; whereas in winter, from what I have seen myself, that mail 
is not practically delivered till an hour after the nominal time, so that it would 
make two hours difference. 

1265. Mr. F. Scully.'] Do you think it is insecure to carry the mail by a 
one-horse car? — We know that the mail bags have been found in a field 
between Cashel and Clonmel by the police, within 24 hours after they should 
have been delivered. 

1 266. Chairman.] How often has that occurred ? — 1 believe that has occurred 
two or three times within the last few years ; not exactly that the mails were 
found in a field, but I know one case where the boy was found in a ditch, and the 
police got the horse, which was very properly proceeding on its journey, and I 
believe they stopped him at the police-station. 

1267. What became of the bags? — Tlie bags were in the car ; the horse was 
without a driver, conveying the mails very satisfactorily, I believe. 

1 268. What w'ere the cases where the bags were found in a field ? — There was 
one case on a Sunday; the bags were afterwards, I understand, found in a field 
towards evening ; the London sack was found over in a field somewhere about 
half-way between Cashel and Rosegreen, the boy having fallen asleep, I believe, 
and fallen into the ditch ; the bags tumbled off the car. 

1 269. Mr. IVilson.] Y ou know this by hearsay ? — I know it for a fact, because 
I went to look for my letters. I was obliged on the Sunday to advise parlies 
that the mail bag was lost ; I know large numbers were obliged to do the same ; 

I know the whole place was in a state of ferment about it. 

1 270. Chairman.] What was the age of that boy r — That is some time ago ; 
the car comes in at such an hour that I do not see the boy. I may mention that 
the reason I consider the conveyance insecure is this, that the mail comes in the 
middle of the night ; it comes along a road where there are no passengers, con- 
sequently, if you have a person driving that car who does not receive gratuities 
from passengers, but comes in fact simply with the mail, you cannot get the 
same zeal, and he is liable to fall asleep. And it is to be supposed he is not paid 
so high wages as a driver who has a good coach. 

1271. Is it the same driver that goes to Goold’s Gross and returns again ? — I 
do not know. 

1272. Viscount Monck.] Have you ever heard of anything valuable being lost 
in the cars ; any money? — I do not know that I have ; the bags were lost, it is 
true ; they were afterw’ards found in a field; but I must say, we did not owe it 
to the Post-office, hut to the honesty of the people in this district, that those bags 
were found, or we should not have seen anything of the letters. Those hags 
often contain money and bills, I know myself that 1 have sent 20,000 I. in biUs 
by that conveyance. 
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1373. Chairman.'] Is it any loss to people to have their letters and money- 
delayed for 24 hours?' — I do not think that it is any advantage, especially with 
people who have banking transactions ; it is not a very satisfactory thing, I think. 
Although, during the snow, the whole of the trains arrived regularly,, yet for 
three or four days there was no communication by that one-horse car ; and 
I know on one or two of those days the mails were in a cabin on the side of the 
road for 24 hours. , , . „ , . . , 

1274. Mr. H'i&oii.] You say there are no passengers by tins car 3—1 should 
certainly say, none ; there may be such a thing. 

1 275. Suppose there were a train put on at night, the only object of the train 
would be to carry the letters, instead of employing the car : — That is a question 
for the railway company. I should say there would be passengers. 1 should 
have often gone by the train myself, if there had been a train on. . 

1276. Mr. De Fere.] It does not follow that because there are no passengers 
by this one-horse car by this roundabout route, there would be no passengers by 
a train going at a similar hour ? — I should say one reason why there are no 
passengers is, because it goes at such an hour in the night ; and it is not a direct 

1277. Mr. /FilsoM.] What is the latest train from Clonmel to Dublin at night? 
—It leaves Clonmel at four o’clock in the afternoon. 

1278. Thereforei if I were going to Dublin, I have nothing later than four 
o’clock to go by at present I think not ; there is no train after four o’clock at 

'*'^^279. Mr. F. Scully.] There is a great deal of intercourse between Clonmel 
and the surrounding towns of Tipperary and Carrick-on-Suir. Can you give the 
Committee an idea of the amount of business done in these, towns i— To speak of 
Tipperary first ; in the town of Tipperary, I should say, at the present time, there 
are about 3,000 h a day paid out for butter alone. ' . , „ . 

1 080 What is the case at Carrick-on-Suir ?— At Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, 
and Tipperary there at least 6,000 1. a day paid out, and remittances received for 
it from London to those various places. . , , , . ^ 

12S1. Those merchants are seriously injured by the present arrangements 

^*^i' 282 Mr H. Herhert.] Do you consider there is any analogy between the 
convenience of travelling by railway and on one of those one-horse cars ; I belie-ve 
there is a mail to Edinburgh, is there not, which is frequented by passengers 

1283. i)o you think there would be many passengers, if for that train there 
was a one-horse car going round by Liverpool, and stopping at York ?— I should 

think there never would be one. . . ,1, , 

1284. Mr. F. Smllv.] With respect to the communication between the towns 
in the county of Tipperary and Clonmel, are you acquainted with the towns oi 
Killenaule and Ballingarry ?— Yes. 

128";. How far are they asunder ?— I believe about seven miles. 

1^86 What course would a letter take in travelling between those two towns . 
— l”know from Mr. Golding, a grand juror, who told me, three or four 
days ago, that he wanted to post a letter to Ballingarry from Killenaule, a dis- 
ta 4 e of seven miles ; he stated that that letter left Killenaule in the evening 
and went to Thurles, from Thurles to Dublin, by the mail, and arrived the fol- 
lowing morning in Dublin, and left there in the evening for Maryborough by 
mail - then by two-horse car to Kilkenny; then a one-horse car to Lallan; 
and, finally, reached Ballingarry by a foot boy, a distance of about seven miles, 

™ fcSy? Forty-eight hours in the transit?— Forty-eight hours going ; and the 
answer reached on the morning of the fifth day. . , , 

1288. It took five days to send a letter seven miles r— Yes ; and to get an 

“12^9. How many miles did it travel ?-The letter and the answer about 400 

”"'*290. Have you ever been residing at Tramore or Dunmore ?— I was living 

for a month in Tramore in September last. ■ a,. u j „r C«=bel I 

1291. You are acquainted with Cashel, and the neighbourhood of Cashel, i 

*’*2gl At present, what is the time it takes to convey a letter from 
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to the neighbourhood of Cashel, for instance, to Golden?— I should say to 
Golden, a letter posted in Tramore during the day would reach and be delivered 
in Golden the second morning by the day mail from Dublin ; it would travel to 
Dublin^ go down by the day mail to Cashel, be there all night, and be delivered 
in Golden the second day. . 

1293. The distance between that place being about 45 miles ?— Yes. 

1294. And railway nearly the whole way? — Yes. 

1295. Supposing you were to send that letter by i-ail, it would be delivered 
in Golden that evening? — I should think so. 

1296. It takes two; days in getting there, and the same time in replying 
through the post? — Yes ; and 1 may just mention here, that when residing 
there, I generally received about five letters every morning from Clonmel, and 
for five mornings those letters did riot reach me until the s^econd morning after 
being posted in Clonmel. Jn consequence of the car leaving Clonmel at some 
43 minutes past 3, being late for the- mail train to Tramore, those letters re- 
mained in Waterford 24 hours, and came out to me the following- morning. 

1Q97. You stated just -no-wj from -hearsay, the course ' of communication 
between Killenaule and Ballingarry? — Yes. 

1298. Are yori are acquainted, from your own knowledge, with the delays 
which take place between Clonmel and those small towns in the neighbourhood? 
-^Yes ; and I am quite convinced that the statement about Rillenaule and Bal- 
lingarry is perfectly correct. 1 have no doubt about it. 

1299. Ckairman,'\ Can you give any information respecting the correspon- 
dence -with the county cif Clare and county of Kerry, connected with Clonmel ? — 
At present the mail is Conveyed from the Junction to Limerick by coach. 

1300. Mr. De Fere.'] Perhaps you will be so good as to trace the progress of 
a letter which starts from Waterford, intended for Limerick ; you have, in the 
previous part of 3'^our evidence, traced it as far as Clonmel; will you go on from 
that point to Limerick with the letter? — A letter posted in time for the car 
leaving Waterford at half-past four o’clock, is conveyed to Clonrriel. The letters 
there are all sorted, and it is conveyed to Goold’s Cross by this one-horse car, 
reaches Goold’s Cross about 12 o’clock, is then conveyed by the railway from 
Goold’s Cross to the Limerick Junction, and is then taken on by a two-horse 
coach. 

1301. What time does it reach the Junction ? — It reaches the Junction at 
2 minutes past 12 at night. 

1302. You said the car reached Goold's Cross at that time ? — I cannot be sure 
of that. I see the train is at Goold’s Cross at 34 minutes past 11, and that car 
reaches in time for that train. 

1 303. It reaches the Junction at what time ? — It arrives at 2 minutes past 12 

at the Junction. . 

1304. It then goes by car to Limerick ?-;-Yes, from the Junction to Limerick. 

1305. What time does it get to Limerick?— *I should suppose it reaches 
Limerick about three o'clock. 

1306. A letter which leaves Waterford at half-past four arrives in Limerick at 
three o’clock ? — About three o’clock the next morning, provided it be posted at 
that time in Waterford; but if posted after four, it will go to Dublin. 

1307. Mr. Wickham.] When will it be delivered in Limerick, going round by 
Dublin? — It will go down by the day mail, which leaves Dublin about. half-past 
eight, and will reach Limerick about two o’clock the following day. 

1308. Mr. De Vtre.] What time would it reach Limerick, supposing the 
mail were carried by the Limerick and Waterford Railway? — The average time 
of the train is about three hours to three hours and a half. 

1309. And the circuitous route by car, how many hours does that take? — 
About 10 to 11 hours. 

1310. If it is posted after four, it will then go round by Dublin, involving 22 
hours? — Involving 21 or 22 hours. 

7311. I understand you to say, that there are two courses that the letters 
from Waterford to Limerick take now, according to the time at which they are 
posted, whether before four or after four ? — Yes. 

1312. That if posted before four they will go by those cars, which involves a 
period of about 1 1 hours ; and if, after four, that they go round by Dublin, involv- 
ing, a period of 22 hours ?— Yes. 

1313. Whereas if they went by the railway, which goes direct from one town 
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to the other, the letters would be transmitted directly, in a period of from three to 
three hours and a half? — Yes. 

1314. Let us forward those letters a little further, and suppose that those 
letters, instead of stopping in Limerick, are intended for the western parts of the 
county of Limerick, or for the northern parts of Kerry ; the letter-bags are sorted 
in Limerick, I suppose ?— They are sorted in Limerick ; they are then sent on by 
cars, I believe, and by public conveyances to the west, to Newcastle, to Foynes, 
and Tarbert. Foynes is the intended packet station, to which there is a railway 
making at present, and to some parts of the county of Kerry, I believe to Abbey- 
feale, they go ; and there are a number of smaller places. 

1315. Some of those places you mention are distant from 30 to 40 miles from 
Limerick ? — Yes ; I believe Tarbert is about 42 miles. 

1316. Then, supposing that the mails could be so accelerated that they would 
arrive in Limerick at 11 or 12 at night, instead of three o’clock in the morning, 
though it might not make a material difference to the citizens in Limerick at what 
hour they arrived in ihe middle of the night, it would make a great difference to 
those parts of the country, to which the post arrived, to leave Limerick at an ear- 
lier hour?— If the mail were sent by rail to Limerick it would only occupy an 
hour in transmission from the Junction, and those districts would receive their 
mails at an earlier hour, of course, in the morning, and would have more time to 
answer their letters. 

1317. Can you state anything with regard to the mails to Clare and Ennis? — 
I am not sure, as to Ennis, whether any change has taken place lately ; I do not 
know whether they go to Ennis by Limerick or not, but I believe they do. I may 
mention, that the great facility that would be afforded by a night train from 
Waterford would be the conveyance of all the communication between tliose 
towns that have been spoken of, Waterford, and the towns around ; Tramore, 
Dunmore, Passage, Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, and Cahir ; it would facilitate the 
communication very much by the Waterford and Limerick Railway ; and also, if 
the train from Limerick to Waterford were upon that road, it would convey the 
Waterford letters from Dublin and London, the night-mail letters to Waterford 
arriving about half-past two in the morning, and enable all the towns south of the 
line to remedy all those inconveniences that I have heard stated by the witnesses 
here, and to receive their letters at a reasonable time in the morning ; and, in 
fact, obviate all the difficulties that we have heard stated by Mr. Doudney, and 
those Waterford gentlemen. 

1318. Are you aware that there are considerable banking establishments in 
Rathkeale and Newcastle, which would be considerably benefited by the accele- 
ration of the mail? — There are banking offices at those places, and I should con- 
sider it would be an important thing for that district ; it is a very important 
district of the county of Limerick ; I should say, perhaps as important as any 
other part of it with the exception of the city of Limerick. 

1319. Goold’s Cross is at present the point of junction upon the Dublin and 
Cork Railway for the Waterford and Clonmel letters ?— It is the point of junction 
for receiving letters from Clonmel, and any letters to be conveyed by the mail 
leaving Waterford at half-past four o’clock to the points south of that line. 

13-20. For all letters from Cahir, Tipperary, Clonmel, Carrick-on-Suir and 
Waterford which go by this car you have mentioned, the point of junction with 
the railway is at Goold’s Cross i — Yes. 

1321. Goold’s Cross is in a direction considerably north of all those?— Yes, 

considerably north. _ ... 

1322. Therefore the selection of Goold’s Cross as a point of junction is un- 
favourable for the conveyance of letters going to the south, such as letters 
going to Limerick and Kerry ? — Unfavourable pthe proper place is the Limerick 
Junction, where all those trains meet. 

132^. Whicli is the point where the two railways intersect? — Yes. 

1324. Chairman.'] But that car to Goold’s Cross does not go beyond Clonmel 
in that direction, nor beyond the Junction in the other direction ; there is a separate 
car from Cahir to Goold’s Cross, is there not ?— No ; there is a car from Cahir to 
Cashel which meets this car; the mails are taken on together to Goold’s Cross. 

1325. So that this car from Clonmel does not go in the direction of Cahirr 
No ; the post is convej'ed to Cashel, and then taken from Cashel to Cahir ; 
Cahir stands in the same position as Clonmel with respect to its general postal 

communication. ^ ,, 

1326. Mr. 
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1326. Mr. De Vere.l Is not Goold’s Cross the point generally selected as the 
point of junction on the railway for letters for the whole of the districts lying to 
the south of the railway as between Waterford, Cork, and Limerick ? — The night 
letters to Carrick-on-Suir do not come that way, they come by the Maryborough 
car. 

1327. They go to a point of junction still further north? — Yes. 

1328. Then all the points of junction with the railway reached by those letters 
which are not transmitted by the Waterford and Limerick Railway, but by cars 
and coaches, ai-e points of junction considerably to the north, and therefore in- 
juriously affect the transmission of any letters intended for the southern parts of 
that line ? — Certainly ; in fact they make the communication now almost useless, 
inasmuch as that car leaves at an hour at which it is practically useless, and a 
number of letters are now conveyed by three-penny parcels on the railway. 

1329. Would all those inconveniences which you have been detailing be 
obviated by carrying the mails along the Waterford and Limerick Railway from 
Waterford to Limerick, of course intersecting the Dublin line at the junction? — 
Yes ; I will just quote a passage in a letter addressed to Lord Canning upon the 
subject, which embraces the whole thing. This letter was addressed toLord Canning 
on the 17th of April, after an interview which we had with him ; “ Many and 
most important advantages would be obtained by your Lordship’s adoption of 
the system of conveying the mails by railway between Waterford and Limerick. 
At present the day mail trains from Dublin and Cork meet at the Limerick 
Junction, and the night mails, by a little arrangement, could easily be made 
equally convenient, as at present a difference of only 16 minutes exists in the 
time of their arrival there, thus affording every desirable and necessary facility 
for connecting the cities of Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and Limerick, and the 
intermediate towns, with the most perfect and satisfactory postal communication, 
both by day and night mails.” That embraces the whole point just referred to. 

1330. Chairman.'\ Do you know anything about the postal communication 
between Clonmel and Kilkenny ? — Yes. 

1331. Is that in a defective state ? — There is no direct mail between Kilkenny 
and Clonmel. 

1332. If you post a letter from Clonmel to Kilkenny, how does it go ? — A 
letter posted at Clonmel leaves at 8 o’clock, or half-past 8, in the evening, for 
Goold’s Cross by the one-horse car, goes by the railway thence to Dublin, then 
down to Kilkenny by the day mail which comes by railway, and reaches 
Kilkenny I think between 11 or 12 the next day, and returns by the same route. 

1333. Then your letter for Kilkenny goes up to Goold’s Cross, from Goold’s 
Cross by railway to Dublin, and from Dublin down to Kilkenny? — Through 
Carlow by railway to Kilkenny. 

1334. What is the distance from Clonmel to Kilkenny by road? — About 31 
miles. 

1335. Mr. F.Scully.'\ Have you notabranch of your bank at Thomastown? — 
There is a branch of the Tipperary Bank at Thomastown; there are also 
branches of the Tipperary Bank at Athy and Carlow. 

1 336. With respect to Thomastown, how long is it before you get an answer 
to a letter from Thomastown > — The letters go by the same route as to Kilkenny, 
and they reach Thomastown about an hour after arriving at Kilkenny. 

1337. How far is Thomastown from Clonmel ? — About 35 miles. 

1338. Considerable inconvenience arises from the delay in the delivery of 
those letters, it formerly was much earlier, was it not ? — Previous to the establish- 
ment of the railway, they were delivered much earlier by a direct communication 
by a four-horse coach through Kilkenny. 

Mr. Joseph Kenny, called in; and Examined. 

1339. Chairman.'] YOU are the Mayor of Clonmel ? — I am. 

3340. Have you heard the evidence given by Mr. Kennedy? — I have. 

7341. Is there anything material you can add to it? — Nothing. 

1 342. Mr. F. You fully coincide in all he has said ? — I do. 
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THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., in the Chair. 



J. D. Fitzgerald, Esq., a Member of the House, the Solicitor-General for Ireland ; 

Examined. 

J.D.Fitzrrerald, 1343. Chairman^. HAVE you anything to state to the Committee with regard 
Esq., M. p. pQgtaj arrangements in Ennis, and connected with Ennis ? — I have, as to 

the po.stal an-angements between Dublin and Ennis. 

13 0 y 1 55. 1344. Will you be so good as to proceed ? — I can state how the service is 

circumstanced at present, and the mode in which the grievance which the in- 
habitants complain of was brought before the Post-office authorities ; according 
to the present arrangements there is but one postal communication between 
Dublin and Ennis, and I think it leaves Dublin at a quarter past seven in the 
evening. The mail is carried by the Midland Great Western Railway to Oran- 
more, which is within six miles or six miles and a half of Galway ; it reaches 
there about half past twelve at night, and it is then dispatched by car or coach, 
I do not know which, across the country to Ennis, and reaches Ennis at seven 
the following morning. 

1345. Wh^at is the distance from Galway? — I cannot tell the precise distance, 
but it is about five hours’ journey from Oranmore to Ennis by car or coach. 
The result of having only that one daily communication has been that the 
London letters and newspapers, and letters from Liverpool and Manchester, 
which reach the post-office in Dublin about seven in the morning I believe, 
according to the jiresent arrangements by the early mail, remain in Dublin the 
entire day; in fact thev would be lying at the Post-office in Dublin twelve hours 
and a quarter before they are dispatched for Ennis. As long as it would have 
involved the Post-office in a large expense to give a day mail to Ennis, the 
inhabitants made no application nor took any step, though several complaints 
were made from time to time to me ; however, some time ago the Post-office 
authorities established a day mail between Dublin and Limerick ; Limerick is 
on the direct road to Ennis within 21 miles of it. I am not able to state the 
precise hour, but I believe that the Limerick mail leaves Dublin somewhere 
about half past eight in the morning, and consequently would reach Limerick 
somewhere about two in the afternoon, and when the people of Ennis and the 
people of the county at large ascertained this to be the case, they transmitted a 
memorial to me to present to the Post-office authorities, praying that they should 
be accommodated by sending by the day mail to Limerick the bag of letters for 
Ennis, which could at a very trifling expense be transmitted the remaining 21 
miles, so as to reach Ennis about five in the afternoon ; so that letters by that 
arrangement leaving England, or newspapers leaving England for the county of 
Clare at five in the afternoon, would reach Ennis in about 24 hours, in place 
of 36 or 37 , according to the present arrangement ; I have not a copy of the 
memorial, for I sent it with an explanatory letter from myself to the Post-office 
authorities in England ; I have, however, given the substance of it. 

1346. Mr. 
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1346 . Mr. Assuming that the correspondence with England and the 

newspapers may be considered as of more importance than the night letters from 
Dublin, and assuming that, owing to the expenses of the Post-office being so 
large as to absorb the revenue, which at present certainly seems to be very much 
the case, they could only have one communication ; which of the two you have 
mentioned would they prefer ?— I am not prepared to answer that, save as a 
matter of opinion ; but as a matter of opinion, I should say, if they were to have 
but the one mail, they would prefer the evening mail for its convenience in con- 
veying the Dublin daily letters ; that is my own opinion ; the memorial which I 
have stated was sent with a letter from myself to the Post-office authorities here, 
was transmitted about three or four months ago ; 1 got a reply to that memorial, 
the substance of which, according to my recollection, for I transmitted it at once 
to the municipal body of the town of Ennis, was that the expense would be too 
great to justify the Post-office 'authorities in establishing a second communication 
with Ennis. In transmitting that reply, I also wrote a letter to the municipal 
authorities, requesting they would state to me what the expense would be of 
having this day communication between Dublin and Ennis, and I got a fresh 
communication from them, which I also sent to the Post-office authorities, and 
that fresh communication, sent by authority of the municipal body of Ennis, from 
the chairman of the town commissioners there, stated that the expense would be 
very little, because a day coach left Limerick for Ennis about four or five every 
evening, by which this day bag for Ennis could be conveyed, and that they ^vould 
undertake that the entire expense to the Post-office should not exceed 70^. a 
year. *I have in my hand the reply of the Post-office, and it is the only one of the 
documents I have. Perhaps I had better read it; it is dated 25 May 1855, 
addressed to myself : “ Sir, — I am directed by the Postmaster-general to acquaint 
you, in reply to your further letter of the 21 st instant, respecting the memorial 
for a day mail to Ennis, that the application has not been misunderstood, as you 
suppose, but that in considering the question of extending to Ennis the day- 
mail service between Dublin and Limerick, which is already existing, the cost of 
merely providing for the conveyance of the bags between Limerick and Ennis 
was taken into account, and it was found that the expense for this service alone 
exceeded the total amount of postage upon the correspondence which would be 
benefited. Although the offer which had been obtained for the service between 
Limerick and Ennis was at a higher rate than that at which the Ennis Town 
Commissioners are willing to guarantee its performance. His Lordship regrets 
that the circumstances of the case will not warrant an expenditure at all approach- 
ing even the amount now mentioued. I have the honour to be. Sir, your obedient 
servant, F. Hill, Assistant Secretary.” 

1 347 . Mr. Grogan^ It does not give any opinion of what the expenses would 
amount to r — No ; I should explain a passage in that letter, which says that the 
application has not been misunderstood ; that is in reply to an observation in a 
letter of mine. Mr. Hill in bis letter spoke of the communication between 
Dublin and Ennis, whereas I was calling his attention to the communication 
between Limerick and Ennis. It does not state the entire expense which the 
Post-office authorities thought would be incurred ; but I can state that 70 1. a year 
was the expense for which the authorities of Ennis offered to guarantee the 
service. Being of course myself connected with the Government, and meeting 
with that refusal, I could carry the case no further; but one of the Members 
for Ennis, Mr. Serjeant O’Brien, took the matter up, and moved in the first 
instance for a return of this correspondence with the Post-office about three 
weeks ago. In the meantime, this Committee having been appointed, he 
obtained an order referring this matter to the Committee. I may add, that I 
am aware myself, and can state positively, that not alone the inhabitants of the 
town of Ennis and its vicinity, but a considerable portion of the county of 
Clare, which is a large county, is veiy much inconvenienced by the absence 
of this day mail ; I do not speak of Ennis alone, wliich itself contained a popula- 
tion of somewhere about 10,000 in 1841, and is the county town of a very large 
county, but of the gentry who very much reside in the vicinity now ; I may 
mention the name of one especially, who complained to me of the sad inconveni- 
ence to him during his summer residence there ; I mean Sir Colman O’Lougblin ; 
he resides about four miles from Ennis for a great part of the year ; I mention 
his name as illustrating the case of the county gentlemen generally; it is a 
matter of great importance to him that he should get his English newspapers and 

0 . 62 . M his 
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T. D. litzgerald, his English letters in a day, whereas they do not arrive till the second day. The 
Esq., M. p. mercantile community there, though small in amount, have also represented the 

“"Z inconvenience they sustain. There is a considerable trafSc in corn and provi- 

13 July 1855. gions, and they state that it is of very great importance to them to have speedy 

communication between the manufacturing districts in England and their town, 
and also between Dublin and their town ; if, for instance, a merchant in Dublin 
receives a communication from England in the morning which he wishes to 
transmit to his correspondent in Ennis, as to the state of the prices, or any other 
thing connected with the market, he cannot do it that day unless he sends a 
special messenger ; he has no means of doing it, he must wait for the night 
mail. 

1348. Mr. BarrQ’wT^ Would that day mail arrive in Ennis in time for the 
dealer in Ennis to answer that letter by the mail in the evening ? — It could easily 
be so arranged, I think, without the slightest inconvenience, according to the 
present arrangement ; the night mail for Dublin leaves Ennis about seven in the 
afternoon ; there would be quite time enough, because the letters could easily 
be brought into Ennis two hours before the night mail left ; as you will see, 
by looking at the map, it goes a somewhat roundabout way, going to Oranmore 
first and then to Ennis. 

1349. Mr. Grogan.l Did the proposal of the Town Commissioners of Ennis 
suggest the hour at which the mail should return in the morning? — It described 
the proposed mode of transmitting the day mail from Dublin down. 

1350. Did the Commissioners suggest any means of sending the up day-maip 
— No ; the up day mail at present is convenient enough, because it leaves- Ennis 
about seven in the evening, according to my recollection. 

1351. That is the night mail? — Yes, there is no day mail ; they do not sug- 
gest the necessity for anything of the kind, besides, if it becomes necessary to 
have any communication with Dublin from Ennis by day, that is open to them ; 
there are several communications from. Ennis to Limerick by private cars in the 
course of the day, running between the two towns, and if they wish to transmit 
a letter by day from Ennis to Dublin they have to send it on to Limerick, and 
post it there by private hand, or by one of the vehicles. 

1352. For want of a morning communication from Ennis up to Dublin, the 
letters are transmitted in the way you describe? — Sometimes by hand to 
Limerick, but more commonly by the evening mail. 

1353. Can there be any doubt that it would be a convenience to merchants 
and gentlemen resident in Ennis and the vicinity, if they had a morning mail 
which left Ennis in sufficient time in the morning to enable them to send their 
answers, so that tliey could be received in Dublin in the evening and forwarded 
bv the Dublin dispatch to London ? — No doubt it w'ould be a matter of con- 
venience, but not at all so urgently required as a daily comniunication from 
Dublin to Ennis, because the great object of that is to get within a day the 
English and foreign letters in such time as to be able to reply to them that 
evening, that letters transmitted from Dublin in the morning should reach the 
place in such time as that the people resident in Ennis could reply the same 
day ; they could do that if the Post-office authorities would adopt the _ plan 
suggested, of putting the Ennis bag into the Limerick mail, and then having it 
transmitted from Limerick to Ennis ; by that mode it would reach Ennis about 
five in the afternoon, and the whole e.xpense to the Post-office would be 70/. a 
year. 

1 ‘^54. They declined the offer of 70 1. a year, as being too much for the postal 
receit>ts of Ennis?— I do not understand the letter I have put m as applying to 
the whole postal receipts of Ennis, but to that portion of the postal receipts 
nhich would result from the day mail. 

^35> Have you any data at present, by which an estimate can be formed of 
an untried postal communication ? — I can form no estimate of it, the Post-office 
can. 

1356. Do you know the amount of the Ennis postal receipts ? — No; but it 
struck me upon that letter, that the Post-office authorities were acting upon a 
very erroneous principle, viz., that they are to establish no postal communica- 
tion with any particular place or district, unless it can pay itself. 

1357. I suppose you are surprised to hear that the postal receipts of Ennis 
exceed 1,200/. aye'ar? — No, I am not surprised; though a smalltown, it is 

certainly 
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certainly a very important and rising district ; the place was under adverse cir- J.B-Fitigerdd, 
cumstances before 1851, and had very materially fallen ; its population had been Esq., m. p. 
reduced by 1,500 in the ten years previous ; it is rising again, I am happy to say, ' 

both in the town itself and in the county round about ; there is every appearance ^3 July i»55- 
of increasing and permanent prosperity. 

1358. The refusal therefore of this day accommodation, so generally requested, 
is the more surprising ? — It is not alone surprising to me, but I can assure the 
Committee that the inconvenience has been very great ; I have felt it myself, 
having at times had to communicate by special messenger, for want of any 
means of sending from Dublin to Ennis within the day. 

1359- Viscount Monck.~\ The correspondence which, as I understand you, 
would be benefited, is not the correspondence of the town alone, but the cor- 
respondence in the town and beyond it? — I did not mean to convey that. 

1360. As I understood you, you said you could then get letters two hours 
before the return of the mail, your object being to send answers the same day ? 

— That is one of the objects, but it would be a great object to the districts which 
are sub-posts to Ennis to get, 12 hours sooner, English letters and newspapers 
from Dublin. Take, for example, a newspaper leaving London at five this even- 
ing, that would be delivered at the Dublin Post-office at about seven to-morrow 
morning ; according to the present arrangement, it will remain in the Dublin 
Post-office for 12 J houi’s before it leaves again; it is then transmitted by the 
Galway mail to Oranmore, and from Oranmore across the country^ and it 
arrives at Ennis about seven the following morning. 

1361. At what time would you propose it should arrive, under the arrange- 
ment you suggest 1 — From my local knowledge, I can say that the arrarigement 
could be so made that it would arrive at Ennis at five in the afternoon, in place 
of seven the following morning. 

1362. Then it would be pretty nearly useless to commercial men ? — No, it 
would not, because those letters could be replied to the same evening. 

1363. A gentleman gave us evidence on the subject of the arrival of letters in 
Clonmel, stating as an objection that, because they arrived at five in the evening, 
they were utterly useless to hini?--That was for banking purposes, I am told. 

1364. Mr. De Vere.'] I believe the mail which goes from Limerick to Ennis 

proceeds on to the towns of Kilrush and Kilkee?— Yes. 

1365. Can y^ou state to the Committee what time they arrive at Kilrush and 

Kilkee? — No. _ _ . 

J366. Viscount .^/oncA'.] What is the distance? — About 30 miles. 

1367. Then those letters would not be the least benefited by your proposal, 
because they’’ would arrive in the middle of the night ? — They would arrive, 

I should fancy, about eight or nine in the evening. 

1 3G8. Mr. Be Vere.] You have been asked whether letters arriving at such a 
time as not to admit of an immediate answer, would be of any benefit to the 
person receiving them ; is it not very often a very material benefit to the com- 
mercial man to receive intelligence, though he may not be enabled, by the state 
of the post, to make an immediate reply ?— Certainly ; it may be a letter 
requiring no reply, but containing very important information for him to get 
early. 

1369. Viscount Monck.] Are Kilrush and Kilkee places of commercial im- 
portance ? — Kilkee is not ; it is a watering-place on the Atlantic, of fashionable 
resort now from Limerick and the neighbourhood : Kilrush is a place of com- 
mercial importance, that is, there is a veiw considerable trade from it in corn and 
provisions, and its commercial importance is rising in that way. 

1370. Mr. De Vere!\ Is not Kilrush the last place upon the Shannon for out- 
going ships? — It is. 

1371. Might it not be very important to. merchants connected with that ship- 

ping to be able to transmit the very earliest intelligence, so as to reach ships 
that were lying at Kilrush on their outward voyage ? — I conceive it must be of 
importance. _ 

1 372. 1 believe the summer population of Kilkee is very large ?— The summer 
population is very large ; it comes from all parts of Ireland, principally from 
Limerick and its vicinity, but also from Dublin and from other parts ; it is a 
favourite watering-place. 

0.62. M -2 1373. I believe. 
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J. I). Fitzgerald, 1373* I believe that almost all the commercial classes and shopkeepers of 

Esq., M. p. Limerick, at least a very large number of them, go down to Kilkee in summer ? 

— — It is their place of resort for health. 

J3 July 1855. 1374. Do you conceive it to be a fair principle, taking the Post-office arrange- 

ments of the entire country as one whole, to say that the expenditure should be 
balanced by the receipts ? — I have not considered that question sufficiently to 
make my opinion of any value, but I would not think it a fair mode of dealing 
with it. 

t37.5; Viscount Monck.~\ Do you think the revenue derived from a single 
post-office is expended solely in the operations of that post-office in its own 
locality, or must it not be taken to apply to the transmission of the letters 
returning from that post-office over the whole United Kingdom ? — I understand 
you to mean that, looking at the postal arrangements, you are not to look at a 
single town and ask whether that would pay or not. 

1376. Certainly. — That I would conceive to be the correct rule. 

1377. Sir S. Northcote.'] Is there at present a mail communication between 
Limerick and Ennis ? — There is no postal communication, but there are what 
they call vans and Bianconi’s cars, and there is also a coach ; in fact, there are 
almost every hour in the day public vehicles going to and fro. 

1378. Chairman.'] If I write to a person in Limerick from Ennis, how does 
my letter go ? — There is a mail from Galway, proceeding round through Ennis 
to Limerick ; you can send by that. 

1370. If I post a letter in Ennis for Limerick it goes up to Galway? — No; 
the Galway coach, on its way to Limerick, passes through Ennis, and it will 
convey any local letters from Ennis to Limerick. 

1380. Then there is a local post? — There is in the evening. 

1381. Sir 6'. Northcote.] What are the hours of postal communication between 
Ennis and Limerick each way ? — I am not exactly prepared to answer at present 
what the hour is at which the Galway mail passes through, but I think it is 
about five in the evening. 

1382. Five in the evening that it passes through Ennis on its way to Lime- 
rick ? — I think it leaves Ennis about seven in the evening by the Galway mail for 
Limerick. 

1383. About what time does it arrive at Ennis from Limerick ? — I think it is 
ten in the morning, on its way to Galway; but I am speaking now from recollec- 
tion, because the hours have varied ; and when travelling myself there I am 
more in the habit of posting than going by any public communication. 

1384. Is there much communication between Ennis and Limerick? — A great 
deal. 

1385. Are there many letters passing between Limerick and Ennis ? — lam 
not prepared to answer that ; I should rather state that the communication 
between Limerick and Ennis by letter is more by means of private hands ; there 
are so many communications at every hour in the day that it would be incon- 
venient to wait for the night post in place of sending them by hand or private 
vehicles. I'hei’e is a great deal of general communication between the two towns, 
both commercial and otherwise ; any one not in the habit of travelling upon the 
road, from the number of vehicles to be seen passing, would be surprised at it; 
it is a communication increasing daily. 

1386. What is the distance? — Twenty-one miles. 

1387. Mr. Dc Fere.] The amount of communication is sufficient to justify 
the making of a railway, which is at present in progress ? — Yes ; the communi- 
cation is such as to render the prospect of success pretty certain. 

1388. I asked you whether, in your opinion, the principle of requiring the 
receipts of the Post-office generally to balance the expenditure was a just 
principle ; I understood you to say you thought not ; I may ask whether you 
think applying that principle to separate localities in detail is not, d, fortiori, a far 
more false principle? — 1 should rather not answer an abstract question which 
1 have not well considered, because I think the value of answers depends upon 
their conveying the witness’s deliberate judgment upon the case, so as to assist 
The House afterwards in coming to a conclusion ; I have not considered this 
question sufficiently to give an answer. 

1389. Sir S. Northcote.] I understood you to say that at present the letters 
from London or from England lie in Dublin about 12 hours before they are 

forwarded 
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forwarded to Ennis? — That is supposing they leave London by the early five J. D. Fitzgerald, 
o’clock mail. 

1390. Arriving in Dublin at seven o’clock in the morning, they lie there ^ 

about 12 hours, whereas by the plan you propose you would accelerate the ^3 

deliveiy in Ennis by 14 hours ? — Yes. 

1391. How do you make the difference of two hours between the 12 and the 
14 hours? — The difference arises thus : you have a well appointed railway com- 
munication to within 21 miles of Ennis, that is by -way of Limericl<, which would 
convey letters from Dublin to Limerick in about 5i hours. By the other route 
they go to Oranmore by Galway, and then there is a long night journey thence to 
Ennis. 

1392. Then, if I understand you correctly, you not only object to the long 
•delay in Dublin, but to the taking of the slowest route to get to Ennis ? — Yes. 

1 393. In that case it w’ould be more rapid to communicate to Ennis uniformly 
by way of Limerick ? — No ; because at present there is not a direct night com- 
munication to Limerick by rail. I rather think, at present, the mail is carried 
on the Great Southern and Western Railway only to the junction, which is 20 
odd miles from Limerick, and it is to be then conveyed by car from the junction 
to Limerick. 

1394. But you would be of opinion that, supposing the railway were employed 
the whole way to Limerick, it would be the quickest way to Ennis ? — Yes. 

1395. Mr. H. Herbert.'] Used not the Ennis letters to go byway of Limerick 
formerly ? — I rather think, before the Midland Great Western Railway was 
opened to Galway, the Ennis letters w'ent both ways by the Limerick route; 
that is recollection. 

1396. Viscount Monck.] At what time does the mail by which you would pro- 
pose to send this bag leave Dublin now?' — I am informed that it leaves Dublin 
at half-past eight in the morning, and there is no difficulty at all at the present 
moment in conveying a letter from Limerick to Ennis within two hours ; I have 
gone there myself in a common car in two hours. 

1397. Mr. Fagani] Do you know the sub-post of Burrin, in the county of 
Clare, near Oranmore? — Yes. 

1308. Do you know the town of Clarecastle? — I do, very well. 

1399. What distance is Clarecastle from Ennis ? — Clarecastle is on the road 
between Limerick and Ennis ; about two miles from Ennis ; it is the port, in 
fact, of Ennis, where vessels can come up the estuary of the Fergus to Clarecastle. 

1400. It has been represented to me that two letters being posted jn Burrin, 
one for Ennis and another for Clarecastle, two miles distant from Ennis, the one 
posted for Clarecastle goes up to Dublin by the Midland Great Western Railway, 
and comes down from Dublin by the Great Southern and Western Railway, and 
by that means reaches Clarecastle, two miles from Ennis, having travelled 
300 miles, while the letter directed to Ennis goes direct to Ennis ; can you state 
that that is the case? — I cannot state that that is the case; but I have heard of 
cases quite as startling as that in the postal communications of Ireland ; I recol- 
lect myself, when once in Connemara, I had to be at a gentleman’s seat in the 
following week ; I wrote him upon the Thursday from a place called Maan in 
Connemara, sent a special messenger with the letter to the next post town, so as 
to have it in time for the evening post, apprizing him that I would be with him 
on the following Tuesday ; I did not leave the place till Sunday, and did not 
arrive at Limerick till the Wednesday, but I arrived there 12 hours before my 
own letter. 

1401. Do you know a gentleman of the name of William Smith, living near 
Burrin ? — I knew a gentleman, formerly, a Mr. Smith of Castlefergus, near Ennis. 

1402. An intelligent gentleman? — Yes, and who formerly represented a con- 
siderable estate there. 

1403. Will you liave the kindness to read a passage to the Committee from 
this letter of Mr. Smith’s {handing the same to the hVitness) ? — “ I have a son, 
a captain in the Clare Militia, quartered in Clarecastle, a post town in Clare as 
well as Burrin ; a mail-car leaves Galway every night for Ennis and Limerick, 
passing through Oranmore, the head office of this sub-district, as also through 
Clarecastle, which is just two English miles at the Limerick side of Ennis ; sup- 
pose I write two letters, and put them both in Burrin office in the evening, one 
to my son at Clarecastle, and the other to Ennis, they both go to Oranmore, and 
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the one for Ennis goes direct, arriving there early the following morning ; but 
to accomplish the other two miles to Olarecastle, it goes to Dublin, 122 miles, 
from Dublin to Limerick, 130 miles, and from Limerick to Olarecastle. 23 miles, 
making 275 miles of a short out, and arriving the second morning, or 24 hours, 
with the aid of two railroads, the Midland Great Western, and the Great Southern 
and Western, after the Ennis letters.” I cannot state whether that is accurate 
or not. 

1404. Viscount Monck.] There must be some direct postal communication 

between Ennis and Oarecastle, because it gets there after all, does notit? — No ; 
but what makes it more striking is that the very conveyance which would 
convey the letter from Oranmore direct to Ennis, after leaving Ennis, passes 
through Olarecastle on its way to Limerick. . o rr^i. 

1405. Mr. Fagan.'] Is there a mail between Galway and Limerick ? — There is, 

unless it has been discontinued within the last year; there was a mail between 
the two places. . . , 

1406. This gentleman, from your knowledge, is an intelligent person, who 
is not likely to mistake r— He is a gentleman whom I knew by appearance only, 
but he was certainly reputed to be a gentleman of intelligence. 

1407. Sir S. Norihcote.] You are aware that it sometimes happens that letters 
posted for some place or other are mis-sent by the Post-office? — Yes, from 
various causes, illegible directions for instance. 

1408. You have never heard, I presume, that it is the usual practice to send 
letters round from Burrin to Clarecastle by way of Dublin ?— No, I have not till 
now, and I confess myself very much surprised that such an arrangement should 

be allowed to exist. t r , 

14O0. Mr. Grogan.] I presume you are not aware of the route which letters 
generally take in transmission from one place to another?— No, I am not. 

1410. Chairman.] Have you anything else which you wish to state to the Com- 
mittee r — No. , 

1411 Mr Maguire.] You have heard, you say, other startling cases ot the 
eccentric management of the Post-office?— I heard several mentioned by the 
Honourable Member for Dungarvan in the House, which startled me very much. 



Mr. Christopher O'Brien, called in; and Examined. 

1412. Mr. Maguire.] YOU are a Merchant in Dungarvan ?— Yes. 

1413. You are also a member of the town commission? — Yes. ^ 

1414. Dungarvan is a seaport town in the county of Waterford r \ es. _ 

1415. I believe Dungarvan is considered an important townr It is; and it 

is rising in importance every day. . . 

1416. Containing a large population?— About 10,000; in the summer it is 
much more ; it is very much resorted to for the purpose of bathing. ^ 

1417. I believe Dungarvan is remarkable for its valuable fishery? ihere p 
a ver)’’ large fishery ; there are about 120 fishing-boats, with an average of six 

men to each. i v * 

1418 Giving employment, I believe, to a population of somewhere about 
3^000 ?— Yes ; I think there are about 3,000 supported by fishing in Dungarvan. 

’ 1419. Dungarvan has also its own shipping? — Yes; there are about 3,000 
registered tons of shipping belonging to the port. , - ^ 

1420. I believe Dungarvan has also a considerable export trade m butter 

and pork ?— Yes ; there is a very good market, a butter market and a corn 
market, in Dungarvan. , 

1421. Whatistlie average export?— I should say the export in corn and 
butter from Dungarvan would reach 150,000?. a year, certainly not under 

100,000 1. a year. . -r 4.1 * 

1422. It has, I believe, very important commercial jelations with the towns 
of Fermoy, Tallow, Lismore, Cappoquin, and Youghal?— Yes. 

1423. Are the people of Dungarvan injuriously affected by the non-use by 
the Post-office of the Waterford and Limerick Railway ? — Yes, they are, very 

”^^424. Will you state to the Committee in what way ?— Particularly with 
regard to the day mail from Dublin, which also carries the letters from Liver- 
pool, Manchester, and London, and arrives in Dungarvan about six ocloclt 
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in the evening ; there is no delivery then, and the letters remain in the office 
until nine the next day. If the railway were used, those letters might be 
expedited about two hours ; the mail coming in about four o’clock, a second 
delivery that evening would enable the parties to reply by the going-out mail in 
the morning at seven. 

1425. That mail reaches Dungarvan via Waterford? —Yes. 

1426. And also brings all the Waterford letters ? — Brings all the Waterford 
letters 

1427. That post is delivered at six o’clock in the evening?— It arrives at six 
o’clock in the evening ; it is not delivered. 

1428. Then there is no delivery until the next morning? — The next morning 
at nine. 

1429. If those letters were delivered that evening, when could the Waterford 
letters be replied to? — They could be replied to that night, and leave next 
morning. 

1430. Speaking of Waterford letters, at what time, under existing circum- 
stances, in consequence of the non-delivery until nine the next morning of letters, 
which reach Dungarvan at six in the evening, can those letters be answered r — 
The answers could not be posted until some time the next day, but the letter 
would not leave Dungarvan until the following day, so that a letter which arrives 
in Dungarvan on Monday evening could not be delivered and replied to until 
Tuesday, and would not leave Dungarvan until Wednesday. 

1431. A letter from either London or Dublin, which arrived at six in the 
evening, you say might be delivered under existing circumstances, supposing the 
railway not to be used, at seven? — There might be a second delivery at seven 
o’clock, and thus save 12 hours for the Dublin and English letters, under existing 
circumstances. 

1432. At present a letter is not delivered till next morning, so that the answer 
to it cannot be posted till the next evening ? — Exactly. 

1433. The mail which arrives in Dungarvan at six in the evening with the 
English and Dublin, as well as the Waterford letters, is not delivered that even- 
ing ? — No ; not till nine o’clock the next morning. 

1434. Previous to which time a mail has left Dungarvan, which takes the 
Waterford letters ?— The return of that mail has gone. 

143.5. Therefore there can be no reply to that mail by the legitimate and 
proper time? — No, there can be no reply in course of post. 

1436. You say, that assuming that a letter arrives in Dungarvan at six, and 
is not delivered till nine on Tuesday morning, the answer which is written on 
Tuesday does not leave Dungarvan until Wednesday morning ?— Not if it is for 
Waterford. 

1437. But if it is an English or Dublin letter it goes off at four o clock on the 
Tuesday evening ? — Yes. 

1438. Whereas if there were a delivery that night, under present circum- 
stances, at seven o'clock, or supposing they used the railway, by four or five 
o’clock, both Waterford and Dublin letters could be answered the next morning r 
Certainly; there would be plenty of time to answer them. 

1439. How many deliveries are there in Dungarvan? — Only one. 

1440. One for the day —One for the entire day ; and there are three mails 
coming in at different hours. 

1441. And but one delivery? — One delivery only. 

1445, Chairman.] So that they all arrive before the delivery ?— No ; there 
has onlv one arrival taken place when the letters are delivered, the other two 
arrivals remain in the office till the next day. 

1443. Mr. Maguire.] I believe you suffer great inconvenience also from the 

want of a second delivery in reference to the \ oughal mail r Yes. , , 

1444. Will you explain that ?— The Youghal mail comes in at ten 0 clocx in 
the day, one hour previous to which the night mail with the Dublin and English 
letters is delivered, so that there being no other delivery during the day those 
letters that come in at ten o’clock in the morning muse remain in the office with- 
out delivery until nine the next morning, 

1445. Mr. Fagan.] Is the post-office open during the interval?— It is open, 
but the letters are not delivered to the general public unless they have a box ; 
I have a box, and I pay for it. 
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Mr. C. O’Brien. 1446. Mr. Ma^iure.] How many persons avail themselves of that privilege 

in Dungarvanr — The postmaster told me there were about ten. 

13 July 1855. 1447. So that the whole community of Dungarvan are excluded from that 

privilege, unless they pay for it ? — They are. 

1448. Such as do not choose to pay for it, or cannot afford it, are excluded? 
— They may not be able to afford it, or the correspondence may not be 
worth it. 

1449. What do those pay who have a box r — Twenty shillings. 

1450. Mv. Fagan.~\ Do you mean to say that a person calling at the post- 
office for a letter at any hour could not get that letter delivered to him from the 
door ? — The assistant at the post-office is very obliging ; he might do it as a 
matter of courtesy, but 1 should say, not as a matter of right, otherwise I should 
not pay my pound. 

1451 . Mr. Grogan.~\ Has it come within your knowledge that any person has 
been refused a letter after nine o’clock in the morning? — I cannot state an 
instance at present. 

1452. Mr. Maguire.'] I presume the persons who are to receive letters are 
not always on the look out for them, inasmucli as they do not imagine that every 
post may bring an important letter ? — Of course. I have been occasionally very 
neglectful myself. I forget to send to the post-office when the mail arrives, par- 
ticularly in winter, so that I do not get the letters that arrive in Dungarvan in 
the evening till the next morning. 

1453. I believe the people of the town of Dungarvan, merchants and others, 
have asked for a second delivery? — Yes. 

1454. Mr. Grogan.] Letters from Waterford, you say, arrive about six o’clock 
in the evening ? — Yes. 

1455. Do you ever apply at the post-office for your own letters after the arrival 
in the evening ? — Yes. 

1456. Do you get them ? — T have a box, and I have to pay for that privilege. 

1457. But if you had not a box, and did not pay 1 /. a year, should you get 
them? — I should say not. 

1458. Viscount J/owcA:.] You know that?— -I do not know it of my own 
knowledge ; but I do not think the public have a right. I know the impression 
is that they have no right to receive letters at the office, as there is a letter- 
carrier, and a delivery round the town. 

1459. Mr. Maguire.] What was the reason given by the Post-office authorities 
for the refusal of the application for a second delivery in Dungarvan ? — They 
stated that they were very much overworked, and the pay so very trifling that the 
postmaster could not do it. 

1460. I am now speaking of the Post-office authorities; was any extraordinary 
reason given for refusing to accede to the request ? — It was stated that as the 
mail was not in till six o’clock in the evening, or sometimes seven in winter, 
and the town not lighted, the letter-carrier would not see the directions, and 
would have a great difficulty in the proper delivery of the letters. 

1461. Viscount Monck.] 'Do you think that a very extraordinary reason?— 
I do, indeed. 

1462. Mr. Maguii'e.] Will you tell the Committee why you consider it a very 
extraordinary reason?— Because the letter-carrier might carry a lamp. 

1463. Mr. Grogan"\ Did you ever experience any difficulty in finding your 
own house in the night, however dark? — No. 

1464. Have anv of your friends ? — No. 

1465. Can you imagine that a letter-carrier, who is travelling the town every 
day of his life, could have any difficulty in finding the houses?— No; I should 
think he could find them with his eyes shut. 

1466. Mr. Maguire?^ Would there be any difficulty in having a lamp, if they 
were driven to any such expedient ?— Certainly, no difficulty at all. 

1467. What is the distance of the town of Cappoquin from Dungarvan?— 
About nine miles. 

1468. How far is Lismore? — Twelve miles. 

1469. Tallow?— Fifteen miles. 

1470. AndFermoy? — ^Twenty-two miles. 

147’- Will you tell the Committee how many days it would take to get an 
answer to a letter, posted on Monday morning at Dungarvan, to any one of those 
places ; for example, to Cappoquin, a distance of nine miles ?— About four days. 
^ 1472. Will 
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1472. Will you just trace the course of a letter, if you can, written on Mon- 
day at Dungarvan, to Cappoquin ? — If posted at twelve o’clock on Monday it 
goes to Clonmel that night, that is 20 miles ; thence to Dublin by way of Goold’s 
Cross ; it arrives in Dublin about the evening of the next day ; it returns to 
Goold’s Cross, and then goes by Cahir. 

1473. When does it go by Cahir ?— On the Wednesday morning. 

3474. Chairman^ It is dispatched from Dublin by the evening dispatch 
about seven or eight o’clock on Tuesday evening ?— Yes ; and then it travels 
during Tuesday night, and arrives at its destination on Wednesday morning in 
Cappoquin. 

M75- Will you state the number of miles wliich that letter has travelled on 
the way to a place nine miles distant I should say it is about 250 miles. 

1476. And takes three days f — The greater part of three days. 

1477- Mr. MaguireP^ You cannot receive an answer to that letter in less than 
two days more ? — Not till Friday. 

1478. That is four days r — Yes. 

1479. Is there any extraordinary obstacle in the way of the Post-office autho- 
rities, such as to prevent the possibility of your receiving an answer the same 
day? — No ; on the contrary, there is an exceedingly great facility. 

I48o_. What is the exceedingly great facility ?— At present there is aBianconi’s 
car leaving Lismore, 12 miles off, at about five o’clock in the morning j it arrives 
at Dungarvan at seven. 

1481. Does it pass through Cappoquin- — Passing through Cappoquin, it 
arrives at Dungarvan at seven, that is two hours. 

1482. What time does that conveyance leave Dungarvan again? — It leaves 
Dungarvan again on the arrival of the Waterford car at about half-past six or 
seven in the evening. 

1483. Passing through Cappoquin on to Lismore? — Yes. 

1484. That is not availed of by the Post-office authorities ? — It is not. 

1485. May 1 presume that that would be a cheap mode of transmission if 
availed of by the Post-office r — Very cheap I am sure. 

1486. Can you give the Committee any idea of what that would cost? — 
£. 10 a year I am sure would be the outside ; it might be done for 5 1. 

1487. Did you ever hear from the proprietor of the car that it might be done 
for 10 1. ? — No more than in conversation with a party at Dungarvan, and from 
a correspondence I had previously with Mr. Bianconi with reference to his cars, 
to bring the mails to Dungarvan when v'e were complaining of that a year ago. 
I am sure an expenditure of 10 /. would be the outside for bringing the mails. 
I have no doubt, from his anxiety to give us the communication, he would do it 
for 5 1. a year. 

1488. The same thing applies to all those towns, Cappoquin, Fermoy, and 
Lismore ? — Yes. 

14S9. CliairmanP\ Cappoquin is Lord Stuart de Decies’s post-town: — Yes. 

1490. Mr. MaguireP\ 1 believe some time since there %vas a direct commu- 
nication between Dungarvan and those towns?' — I’es, before the railways w'ere 
established we had a direct communication through Waterford to Kilmacthomas, 
Dungarvan, Cappoquin, Lismore, Tallow, and Youghal on to Cork, and a return 
one the same day. 

1491. Had you, under the old state of things, any communication, or do you 
remember any communication which you had with commercial correspondents 
in any of those towns which would illustrate the difference betw'een the old 
system before railways were in being, and the present system, when railways are 
in existence ? — Y es ; 1 w'as enabled to apply for an offer for corn, in the morning, 
about 10 o’clock, by the mail which was going on to Cork, which arrived at Lis- 
more in about two hours ; the party made me an offer, which I received, in 
about three hours more, and I w^as enabled to write, accepting that offer, on the 
same evening; so that three letters passed by post in one day, about 8 or 10 
years ago ; nowq that would take me seven days, which 1 did in one about 8 
years ago. 

1492. Do you think that there is any reason why there should not be a second 
delivery in Dungarvan ? — Certainly not. 

1493. Would it cost much now to give that large population tiie advantage of 
a second delivery ? — An assistant, I am sure, could be got very cheap. 
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1494. For U. a day, or something of that sort ? — Yes, about 15 /. a year, I am 
sure, would provide a good assistant. 

1495. Are you prepared to state that the greatest inconvenience results from 
the present imperfect delivery; that is, one delivery only, when there are three 
mails arriving ? — Certainly ; no doubt about it. 

1496. Are the commercial people there often obliged to have recourse to send- 
ing letters as parcels, either by hand, or by some other conveyance ? Very fre- 
quently ; I very generally, myself, send a letter to a person by Bianconi’s car, 
and I have oftentimes been obliged to send a special messenger with a letter to 
any of those places, that he may bring me back a reply. 

1497. It is so important to have a direct and immediate communication, 
upon commercial matters, that you are obliged to adopt that course r Yes. 

1498. You have stated to the Committee that the town is one deserving the 
serious consideration of the Post-ofB.ce authorities, inasmuch as there is a very 
large export trade?' — It is a very- rising town, so much so that I do not believe 
there is a house in Dungarvan unlet at present. 

1499. You were asked a question by an Honourable Member as to the delivery 
at the post-office window to persons applying for their letters ; are the persons in 
charge of the post-office at Dungarvan, as it is, considerably over-worked ?— 
Very much over-worked. "Ihe postmaster and the assistant complain very much 
of the over-work, and want of remuneration for the work. 

1500. Can you give the Committee any idea what the remuneration is of the 
postmaster ?— The postmaster has 40 /. a year, having to provide the office. 

1501. How many bags has he in a day? — He has nine bags in a day. 

1502. When the salary was fixed, how many bags had he? He had only 

three. . 

1503. So that the fact is, he tripled the duty, and his pay remains the same r 
Yes. 

1504. What does the assistant receive, upon whom the greater part of the 
duty devolves ? — She receives 15 /. a year ; she is kept in constant attendance 
from half-past six in the morning till nine at night. 

1.50,5. Do you consider that that is a very inadequate remuneration ? — Very. 

1506. Can you state anything further to the Committee, either as to injury 
caused by the non-use of the railway, or by the arrangements in any other way? 
—If the railway were used, the day mail from Dublin would arrive at Dun- 
garvan at about four o’clock, or perhaps three, in the afternoon. A second 
delivery could then very easily take place in time to give persons an opportunity 
of replying that evening, or during the night, to go off by the return of that post 
next morning, so that two advantages would be obtained. Great advantage 
would be obtained by expediting the mails to Dungarvan by the use of the rail- 
way, and the advantage of a second delivery. A second deliverj’’ would be an 
advantage to the Youghal mail, which, as I stated before, remains in the office 
very frequently until the next morning. It arrives in Dungarvan just an hour 
after the morning delivery of the night mails. 

1507. You say if the rail were used, the mail would arrive at one o clock, 
and it might be answered that evening, and the answers to ii might go out the 
next morning? — Yes. 

1508. Viscount Monc'k.'\ I understood you to say, that if there were a second 
delivery in Dungarvan all those advantages, so far as answering letters by return 
of post, might be obtained without the use of the railway ? — Yes ; but the time 
is then so very limited. 

1509. About 12 hours, is it not?— No; the delivery could not take place 
before seven o’clock in the evening. 

1510. When does the mail go out next morning? — At seven; so that you 
must reply during the night, and if you happened to want any communication 
with another part of the town before replying, it would be too late to have it. 

1511. Sir 6’. If the mail arrives in Dungarvp at the time you 

propose, supposing the railway to be used, the objection which was taken about 
the delivery being made at night would not apply, the delivery could then be 
made by daylight ?— Just so ; the objection would not then hold good about the 
non-delivery for want of light, because they might then have daylight. ^ 

1512. Do not you think there would be considerable inconvenience in the 
delivery of letters late on a winter’s night by the light of a lamp ?— I think so ; 
there would be very great inconvenience and insecurity, but not to such an 

* amount 
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amount as to prevent my preferring rather to get my letters at that hour than 
have them to remain in the post-office till next day, and lose the mail. Of two 
evils, I would of course choose the least. 

1513. Ckaii’man.'] At all events, all that inconvenience would be obviated by 
the use of the railway, because the delivery could take place before night 1 — The 
delivery could take place before night, and at the business time of the day too. 

1514. Viscount Monck.'] Is the delivery of which you speak the delivery of 
the day mail ? — Yes. 

1515. Is that a very large mail to Dungarvan ? — It is a very large mail: I 
think half the English and Dublin letters come in by that mail. 

1516. Have you any idea of what the amount of correspondence is at Dun 
garvan ?• — I have not. 

1517. Chairman.'] Do not you think the correspondence would be very 
greatly increased if the rail were made use of in reference to the answer you 
gave, that the merchants now have recourse to the expedient of sending by it : — 
No doubt the correspondence through the post-office would be much increased. 

1518. Mr. Grogan.] Is it within your knowledge that the merchants and 
gentry at Dungarvan do send parcels by the cars which are going, for want of 
postal communication?— It is; I have frequently done it myself. 

1519. Does your remark apply exclusively to between Dungarvan and Water- 
ford, or does it apply along the whole route which you have described ? — My 
remark applies to the correspondence to the west, that is, Cappoquin, Lismore, 
Tallow, and Fermoy ; it might have applied a year ago to Clonmel, but that has 
since been remedied upon representation made to the Post-office. 

1520. But you send parcels containing letters by conveyances which are there 
at hand, to take them from Dungarvan up to Cappoquin and Lismore, and in that 
direction ? — Yes. 

1521. Do you also send them towards Waterford to catch the Dublin mail ? — 
No ; but sometimes when I am late for the post, 1 give my letters to the driver to 
post in Waterford, that is the only instance of it. 

1322. Have you any doubt whatever in your mind, from your knowledge of 
the town of Dungarvan, that the postal revenue of the town is injured by the 
present want of postal communication ? — I have no idea of the statistics. 

1523. Have you any doubt that it is and must be injured? — I have no doubt 
that it is and must be injured, when the. letters which might go through it are 
sent by other means. 

1524. Will you look at that book and state what it is {handing the same to 

?— This is Thom’s Directory; I find in the year 1852 the Post- 
office revenue was 290 /. 12 s. 2 d. 

1525. Received in the town of Dungarvan? — Received in the town of Dun- 
garvan. 

1526. What w^as it in the year 1853 ? — In 1853, 192 1 . 17 s. 7 d. 

1527. What is the next year ? — In 1854 it was 191/. 9 ^d. 

1528. So that in the year 18.54 as compared with the year 1852, there is a 
falling off of nearly 100 ?.? — Yes. 

1529. Has the trade or commerce of the town fallen oft’ in proportion to that 
decrease in the postal revenue? — No, I should say that the trade has improved. 

1530. Then how do you account for the fact that the receipts of 1854 are less 
than those of 1852 r — i cannot account for it except it be by the use of indirect 
communication. 

1531. For want of postal communication?— Yes ; I was in the habit of sending 
six or seven letters a week to Clonmel in that way, a letter every day to a person 
last year, until that was remedied by getting the night mail to Dungarvan via 
Clonmel, which remedies that inconvenience as far as Clonmel is concerned. 

1532. All the letters which you now have occasion to write to Clonmel are 
sent by mail? — Yes. 

1533. Formerly you sent your letters by that indirect mode? — Yes. 

1534. Have you any doubt that other gentlemen engaged in mercantile pursuits 
in Dungarvan adopted the same practice ? — I have no doubt. 

1333. Viscount When was the change made in the transmission of 

the night mail? — About 12 months ago. 

1536. Mr. H. Herbert.] You stated a great portion of the grievance of which 
you complain in the transmission of letters between Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and 
Lismore, could be remedied by using the car which now plies between those 
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towns, and that you have reason to believe that that could be done for 5 Z. a 
year? — £.0 or 10 

1537. You stated, I think, that you had reason to believe that from a conver- 
sation with Mr. Bianconi, the car proprietor? — Yes, from correspondence at the 
time that we complained of the communication from Clonmel ; I was getting 
some statistics for our memorial, and I had written to him to ascertain vvhat the 
expense would be. 

1538. Can you state whether a representation to that effect, upon that par- 
ticular point, was made to the Post-office ? — Yes, it was made to the Post-office. 

1539* any written statement from Mr. Bianconi forwarded to the Post- 
office authorities ? — No ; there was no written statement from Mr. Bianconi for- 
warded to the Post-office ; I retained the letter myself. 

1540. But the substance of it was communicated to the Post-offices — The 
substance of it was communicated to the Post-office. 

1541. Then the Committee are to understand you that this grievance, which 
appears to be a considerable one, might have been remedied by an expenditure 
not exceeding 10 /., and that the Post-office refused to accede to your request? 
— We did not point out the way in which it was to be remedied ; we complained 
of the grievance, and left it to the Post-office authorities to supply the remedy : 
but at that time w’e principally complained of the want of direct communication 
to Clonmel. 

1542. I understood you to say that representations had been made to the Post- 
office as to this particular point, between Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and Fermoy ? 
—No ; that grievance had been complained of, but it was not upon that point 
that the statement as to the remuneration which the car proprietor would 
require was furnished. 

1.543. Then, for aught you know, the Post-office may not be aware that the 
grievance can be so cheaply remedied ? — It is quite possible. 

1544. yir. Maguire.^ 1 believe it is within your remembrance that all these 
matters which you have now stated to the Committee were placed before the 
Post-office authorities by memorial from Dungarvan ? — Yes. 

1 54,5. I believe it is known to you that I made two Post-office representations 
to them about it ? — Yes. 

1546. And from that, and other representations made, it must be perfectly 
well known to the inspector of that district what are the modes of conveyance, 
and what are the average charges? — Yes, I think it is. The inspector of the 
district called upon me, with the postmaster, when they were about making the 
change, and he asked my advice about it ; and he stated he was going to put 
on a mail hetweenXork and Dungarvan, which we always complained of, and 
was going to remedy the communication to Clonmel ; I then pointed out the 
communication which would be still difficult with those towns, and, as far as I can 
remember, I told him there was that car plying, but I did not state what would 
be the amount of the expense for the use of the car. 

1547. He being in Dungarvan, knew there was an agent of Bianconi’s car in 
Dungarvan ? — Yes. 

1548. He, ifheknew anything about the duty, must know of course what 
sum Mr. Bianconi would carry the mails for from one town to another? — 
I think he does know that, and the postmaster too. The postmaster is very 
well aware of that car plying, and that that grievance could be remedied at a 
very cheap rate. 

1 549. Mr. Fagan.'] Is the Committee to understand you to say, that putting 
aside those grievances which you have now been detailing, it the Post-office 
employed the railway between Waterford and the junction, so as to meet the 
Cork day and night mails to Dublin, and the Dublin day and night mails to Cork, 
it would remedy most of the other inconveniences to which Dungarvan is 
.subject?— Yes ; for in the first place, it would take away the motive which the 
Post-office authorities have at present in not giving us a second delivery, aud it 
would so expedite the mails, that the second delivery could take place, both in 
winter and summer, at a time when business men were in their offices. 

1.550. Are you aware that that is a remedy which most persons connected 
with the county of Waterford look for." — It is. 

1551. Mr. Grogan.] You have stated that in consequence of the inconveni- 
ence arising from the want of postal communications, you have occasionally been 
obliged to send your letters by hand or parcel, as an indirect mode of sending. 
® them. 
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them. Can you give the Committee any idea of the total number of letters 
which you may have sent in this indirect mode within any given period of time, a 
month or a twelvemonth ? — I venture to say that I have sent 40 within one month. 

1552. Of course, then, the whole of the postage upon those 40 letters was lost 
to the Post-office revenue ? — Lost to the Post-office revenue. 

1553- Mr. .Barrow.] Was that before the change to Clonmel ? — Yes, it was 
before the change to Clonmel. 

1 554. Mr. Grogan.l The transmission of those 40 letters to which you refer 
took place before the recent change in the mail communication to Clonmel ? — 
Yes : the number would be reduced to half now. 

1 55.5- Put those 20 now go by post to Clonmel in consequence of the improved 
communication ? — Yes. 

1556. Are you obliged now to send any number of letters in an indirect mode 
for want of postal communication ? — Yes, about 20 ; half the grievance was re- 
medied in one case, and in the other it remains unaltered. 

1557. Have you any doubt in your own mind that commercial gentlemen in 
Dungarvan are obliged to resort to that same mode of communication?— I have 
no doubt of it ; I know it is the fact. 

1558. Mr. Liddell] Do you think that that practice is quite sufficient to ac- 
count for the great diminution that is observable in the revenue of the post-office 
of Dungarvan? — 1 should say it accounts for it to a certain extent, but to what 
extent 1 cannot say. 

1.559. Put if your evidence is correct, it would account for the whole, if one 
individual has been in the habit of sending 40 letters a month? — I was in the 
habit of sending 40 letters a month. 

1560. Mr. Barrow.] How many gentlemen in Dungarvan would send 20 
letters a month indirectly as well as yourself? — I cannot exactly say, but I sup- 
pose there would be 20. 

1561. Mr. Grogan.] Twenty gentlemen engaged in mercantile pursuits like 
yourself would have thesame necessityfor speedy communication with Clonmel? 
— Yes; there are seasons in the year when we have no need of so much com- 
munication between those towns as at others ; I speak of the times when the 
corn trade and the butter trade are at full work ; I am in the corn trade. 

1562. Your remark about sending 20 letters a month in an indirect mode 
applies to the period when commercial business is most active in Dungarvan ? 
— Yes, and in those towns connected with it. 

1563. Mr. Barrow.] According to the present average, deducting Clonmel, 
would you undertake to say that you send 120 letters in a year by indirect convey- 
ance yourself ? — I should state that I had a branch house at that time in Fermoy. 

1564. But other arrangements having removed some of the difficulty, will 
you give the Committee the number now?— If the same relations existed with 
me at present that did a j^ear ago in Fermoy, the number would be increased. 

1565. 1 do not want to know what would have happened if the same state of 
things had continued ; I want to know your present grievance ? — If it is not a 
present grievance to me, it is to others. 

1 566. Without reference to what happened before, at what do you estimate 
•your present indirect transmission of letters? — Of course you must make allow- 
ance for the unexpectedness of the question, hut I should say from 80 to ) 00 
in the year. 

1567. How many g-entlemen in Dungarvan are equally inconvenienced with 
yourself? — There may be from 15 to 20. 

1568. Then allowing the SO to be made 120, that is 10 s. a year ; that multi- 
plied by the 15 other gentlemen would make 7 /. 10 s. ?— I may be wide of the 
mark. 

1569. Chairman.] If those returns are correct which you have been reading 
from the almanack, and if your statement be correct, which I presume it is, 
from your own knowledge that the trade of Dungarvan is not going back, but 
improving, there must be some cause, -which has not been explained yet, why 
the Post-office revenue does not advance with the trade of the town r — I am 
unable to explain it. 

1570. You state partly as the cause the use of other modes of transmitting 
letters besides the Post-office ? — I stale that as part of the cause. 

1571. You do not mean to say that that is the whole cause? — No, that is one 
cause. 

0.62. N 3 1572. Mr. 
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Mr, c. O'Brien. 157‘2. Mr. Grogan.'] You only state that as part of the cause within your own 
knowledge ? — Yes. 

13 July 1855. 1573. lAv. Liddell] Do you think there is any reason to suppose that the 

diminution has been caused by expensive additional arrangements made by the 
Post-office? — I am not aware that the Post-office have made any expensive 
additional arrangements. 

1574. Have any additional arrangements beenlatelygrantedtothepublicby 
the 'post-offi.ee at Dungarvan? — Additional ai-rangements have been granted by 
the post-office at Dungarvan, but I believe without any additional expense, 
merely by better arrangements. 

1575. In transmitting letters by carmen, or parcels, or anything of the kind, 
have you to make any payment ?— I pay 6 d. for every letter I send in an indirect 
manner. 

1576. Is it your impression that there are 15 mercantile houses in Dungarvan, 
who like yourself are in the habit of using this indirect mode, and who pay the 
same sum? — They must pay Qd.-d letter ; the letters are generally entrusted to 
the driver ; I always pay him 6 d. for every letter I entrust him with ; and 
I presume that every other person in Dungarvan similarly circumstanced must 
do the same. 

i,t 77. 1 take it for granted that you would not write any letter to be trans- 
mitted in this manner, except under most pressing circumstances ? — No. 

1578. Therefore the indirect communication to which you are now referring 
constitutes an absolute postal requirement of the town ? — Yes. 

1579. Viscount Monde.] The great diminution in the postal revenue of Dun- 
garvan seems to be between 1852 and 1853 , Between 1852 and 1853 , were 
there any great additional facilities for transmission afforded by the opening of 
any communications, such as additional cars or carriages put on the road — I 
cannot bring to my recollection at present how that was. 

1580. I mean on the lines in which this indirect letter communication takes 
place ? — 1 had greater facilities in 1852 and 1853 . 

1581. What were they?— I had kept up a line of cars of my own between 
those towns, and those cars used to take a very large number of letters for other 
people as well as for myself. 

1582. Chairman.] I think you stated, in the early part of your evidence, that 
some shore time ago, that is, before the railway was completed and opened, you 
had greater facilities from the Post-office than you have at present ?— Much 
greater. 

1583. And when you had tliose greater facilities, of course persons in trade 
and other persons availed themselves of those facilities.' — They did. 

1584. Not having those facilities now, they cannot avail themselves of 
them r — They cannot, 

1^85. Would not that in some degree account for the great falling off of the 
postal revenue ? — Decidedly it would. 

1586. Is it the case that some persons have found other means of carrying on 
their correspondence ? — It is. _ 

1,587. And other persons have given up writing altogether ?— Yes ; many 
persons have given up writing, because waiting four or five days would render it 

1588. It is not worth while writing when four or five days would be necessary 
to get an answer ?--lt is so in many cases. 

1589. Viscount Monde.] Do you mean to tell the Committee that you have 
positively less facility for communication now than you had before the railways- 
generally were opened in Ireland? — I do. 

1590. Do you mean to say that you do not get a letter from London more 
quickly now than vou did before? — I do not mean to say we are worse off with 
.Dublin and England, but we are worse off as reprds the surrounding towns. 

1591. Still you were comparatively worse off before, because if you get your 
letters from London so much more quickly than formerly, you can transmit 
information to your correspondents at any one of those towns more quickly on 
the whole than you could have done before:— No, not anything like it; for 
example, a letter written in London on Monday, if posted by three ^o clock, 
I should receive in Dungarvan, if there were a second delivery, on Tuesday 
evening, or by my box ; tliat communication is very good, and direct ; we have 
no complaint to make of that; then I should wait until next day to write my 

^ order 
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order consequent upon the receipt of the intelligence from London to correspon- 
dents in the neighbouring town, say of Lismore ; that letter would go to Dublin, 
and come back again in two days ; it would not be in Lismore before the third 
day, which would be Friday ; so that it takes from Monday till Friday to transact 
any business in Lismore consequent upon the receipt of intelligence from 
London ; whereas formerly, by the old mail-coach, a letter written on Monday in 
London would be received in Durgarvan on Wednesday morning; I should 
write on Wednesday morning, and it would be in Lismore in the course of 
Wednesday; so that we are two days worse otf than we were before. 

1592. What is the communication between Dungarvan and Lismore, which 
has been taken olf the road, which makes it so much later ? — There was a mail- 
coach, as I stated before, which started from Waterford, and went through Dun- 
garvan, and all those towns on the way, so that letters which now take two days 
to travel, took only two hours at that time. 

''593- Is there not a direct postal communication between Waterford and 
Dungarvan now by car ? — We do not complain of the Waterford communication. 

1594. Chairman.'] Does that car go any further than Dungarvan ?— The car 
does go further than Dungarvan, the mail does not. 

i.‘)95. Mr. Maguire.'] Contrasting the old state of things with the new state 
of things, I think you said that even taking advantage of the more rapid trans- 
mission of the English letters to Dungarvan, under the present state of things, 
your correspondent in Lismore would not receive the letter until Friday, con- 
sequent upon a letter posted in London on Monday ? —Not till Friday. 

] 596. You would not have a reply to that letter till Sunday ? — No. 

^597- Whereas under the former state of things, when the mail was carried by 
mail-coach, you would have had an answer to the letter on Thursday morning? 
— Yes. 

1598. Mr. Liddell.] I do not quite understand some evidence which you 
gave just now; you said that at one time you had cars of your own?— Yes. 

1599. And that others were in the habit of making use of those cars for the 
transmission of their letters? — Yes. 

1600. Were those letters paid for at 6 t?. a letter, as you have been in the 
habit of paying? — No ; I have no doubt my servant used to take letters without 
charge ; i state the charge of 6 c?. a letter as arising when I use the drivers of the 
cars or Bianconi's cars ; I generally pay them 6 c?. a letter. 

1601. You do not any longer run those cars? — No; I have ceased the 
traffic. 

1 602. Why have you ceased to run those cars ? — Because I gave up the com- 
mercial connexions I had in Fermoy. 

1603. Then it is not in consequence of greater facilities being afforded to you 
by the Post-office that you have ceased to run those cars?— No. 

1604. Have you no more facilities now than you had when you were in the 
habit of running those cars? — Not any more wdth Fermoy or Lismore. 

1605. Yet that facility which enabled you to transmit those letters was not 
sufficient to induce you to continue to run those cars?— This wasabusiness con- 
nexion of my own ; of course, if I ceased to run them others would take my 
place. 

1606. Chairman.] That business which induced you to have the cars has 
ceased now ? — Yes ; they were running for other purposes than the transmission 
of letters, for commercial purposes, 

1607. Mr. Maguire] Assuming that the Post-office authorities will not make 
use of this railway, and thus enable you to have a mail delivery at four o’clock, 
is it not possible to transmit the mail by the present conveyance, or rather to 
improve the mode of conveyance by two "hours instead of one, so as to give you 
all those mails at an earlier hour in Dungarvan ? — Yes, that will particularly 
apply to the mail from Youghal, which is one hour behind time ; if it arrived 
one hour earlier the letters would go out by the morning delivery at nine o’clock ; 
but it does not arrive till 10, in consequence of the miserable conveyance ; it is 
a one-horse car. 

1608. Chairman.] What is the distance from Youghal to Dungarvan? — 
About 18 miles. 

1609. Does that go the direct route over the mountain ? — It goes the direct 
route over the mountain. 

1610. Do they change the horse ? — They do not change the horse. 

0.62. N 4 That 
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1 f) 1 1 . That is 18 Irish miles r — ^About 15 Irish miles, about 18 or 19 English 
miles. 

1612. Mr. Mauuire.'l Speaking of the mail which arrives at ten o’clock and 
which is not delivered, could that mail under the present state of things arrive 
in Dungarvan at an earlier hour ? — If they put two horses on to the conveyance 
it could. 

1613. Could the conveyance which brings the mail from Waterford at six in 
the evening be improved ? — No. 

1614. So that you must depend upon the' railway in order to accomplish an 
earlier arrival of that? — Yes. 

1615. I believe Bianconis cars are used in all parts of the county of Water- 
ford? — Yes. _ 

1616. They are used in all counties in Ireland, if I mistake not r — I do not 
believe we have any cars in Waterford but Bianconi’s. 

1617. So that their terms are as well known to the Post-office authorities as 
to anybody else ? — Yes. 

1618. Viscount i¥o;ic/i.] You mean the usual terms, upon which Mr. Bian- 
coni performs his services ? — One might say that the usual terms would be, when 
a car is especially engaged to suit the convenience of the Post-office: in this 
case the cars run to suit the convenience of the passengers at hours which vmuld 
suit the purpose of the public for the conveyance of the mails. 

1619. Then this particular offer must have been brought specially under the 
inspector’s notice, if he can have been supposed to have known it ? — do not 
say that it was an offer ; I stated that 1 believed from the correspondence I had 
with him, that that would be. about the rate at which it would be done, namely, 
about 10/., and I state that, because the car is always running in connexion 
with the car at Waterford. 

1620. Then, in point of fact, your knowledge of the transaction is merely 
derived from communication with Mr. Bianconi, and not with the Post-office 
authorities ? — Merely so. 

1621. You do not believe that any communication has occurred between Mr. 
Bianconi and the Post-office upon the subject ? — I am not aware. 

1622. Chairman.^ You think, probably, that the Post-office have the same 
means of knowing all this as yourself r — Yes. 

1 623. Viscount Monck.] You say you are a resident in Dungarvan ?— I am. 

1 624. Is the inspector resident there ? — No, he is not. 

162.5. Are you not in constant communication with the person who has the 
superintendence of Mr. Bianconi’s concerns there ? — I am not in constant com- 
munication, but when I require statistics I write for them, and I get them. As 
regards the inspector being aware of this car being to be had, I am fully satisfied, 
because Mr. Bianconis cars carry the mail to Clonmel and to Waterford ; this 
car runs in communication with the car to W aterford ; in fact it is the same 
driver that goes along from Lismore to Waterford, and I drew the attention of 
the inspector to the fact about 12 months ago. 

1626. Will you explain what you mean by “ the fact” i — The fact of the car 
running in connexion with the Waterford car from Lismore to Dungarvan 

1627. Did you express any opinion to the inspector as to the facility of 
carrying the plan into execution, or did you mention the plan to him at all ? — 
I cannot speak positively upon that point. 

1628. Are you aware that any representations have been made to the Post- 
office with regard to these grievances at any time ? — I am; I know they have 
been made. 

1629. Chairman.'] You say by this new arrangement you are served with the 
London and Dublin letters at six o’clock in the evening ?— Yes. 

1690. And that by another arrangement you could be served at four o clock 

in the e%'ening ? — Yes. ^ • r- a 

1631. Do the letters from Dublin and London for Cappoqum, Lismore and 
Tallow, come by that same route to Dungarvan ? — They do ; they come by 
Clonmel. 

1632. By Clonmel to Dungarvan ?~Yes. . 

1633. How are they transmitted from Dungarvan to Cappoqum; are tUe 
Dublin and London letters for Cappoquin forwarded from Dungarvan that 
evening ?— A letter from Dungarvan for Cappoquin must find its way to 
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mel that evening ; thence to Goldscross and Dublin, coming back with the 
Dublin and English letters. 

1634. Do you mean to say that a letter for Cappoquin from London or 
Dublin, which arrives in Dungarvan in the evening at six o’clock, goes back 
again to Dublin, and comes down the next day for Cappoquin ? — Yes, that is the 
case ; sometimes it changes at Goldscross, but I have frequently had letters with 
the Dublin postmark. 

1635. But at all events you can say that if a letter for Cappoquin comes 
down from London or Dublin to Dungarvan, which is its regular route, that 
there is no direct route for it to go on to Cappoquin from Dungarvan ? — None 
at all. 

1636. There is no other way except going to Goldscross, or round by Dublin 
and coming down again ? — ^There is no other way to communicate between Cap- 
poquin and Dungarvan. 

1637. Supposing you wanted to write a letter to Lord Stuart de Decies from 
London; his post town is Cappoquin, nine miles from Dungarvan; how' would it 
go ?— A London letter will go to Dublin, from Dublin to Goldscross, and right 
down straight to Cappoquin. 

1638. How does it get to Cappoquin from Goldscross ?— From Goldscross 
thev come to Cahir, and from Cahir to Clogheen, and from Clogheen to Lismore 
and Cappoquin. 

1639. That letter leaves the railway at Goldscross, and goes the rest of the 
journey by car : — Yes ; the direct communications from England and Dublin to 
those towns cannot be complained of much. 

1640. What communication is there between Cappoquin and Cahir?— There 
is a one-horse car. 

1641 . That carries the mail? — It carries the mail. 

1642. Viscount Monclt?^ Cappoquin is not a place of much trade, I believe? 
—No ; but there are a great number of gentry living there and at Lismore ; 
within a circuit of six miles round those two places, there are more gentry than 
within the whole county put together. 

1643. Chairman:] At all events, a little attention on the part of the Post- 
office would set things right there, and would be a great convenience ?— A great 
convenience ; and the great convenience we received about a 5'ear ago, J believe, 
has not cost the Post-office a penny ; before that they were paying a car to run 
at hours inconvenient for passengers ; they have put off that car, and using now 
the cars that were always employed for passengers ; so that, I believe, though I 
am not stating it as a fact, that they have got the advantage of those cars, 
bringing us in the night-mail and the day-mail instead of the one which would 
have brought us in only the day-mail for the same money. 

1644. Mr. Maguire.] I believe you furnished me with a very detailed 
account about the autumn of 1853 , of the postal inconveniences affecting Dun- 
garvan and the neighbouring towns ? — I furnished you with a table giving the 
distances, the time occupied by a letter in travelling those distances, the pro- 
bable expense of the improvement we required, and the nature of the improve- 
ment. 

1645. If I mistake not, that referred to some nine or ten towns ? — Yes. 

^ 646. Since that time there has been a certain improvement ? — There has ; 
we have got a direct communication with Cork and Youghal, which we had not 
then ; a direct communication with Clonmel, which we had not then. We have 
got now two mails coming in instead of one, but the second of those mails is 
useless to the public; it is of advantage to a few who have boxes, but to the 
general public it is useless, because the letters remain till the morning. 

1647. Taking the general rapid transmission of letters common to the whole 
United Kingdom generally, those extraordinary interruptions of communications 
are the more startling, and, in fact, the more inconvenient on that occasion ? — 
They are much more so ; and, in fact, they are quite ridiculous in the present 
age. What I could do eight or ten years ago in one day, I could not do now by 
the Post-office in seven days. 

1648. Chairman.'] In fact, you could hear sooner from the Crimea now than 
you can from a neighbouring town nine miles off? — Yes. 

1649. Mr. Maguire.] In consequence of the representation made in the House 
by Mr. Wilson, the inspector called upon you ? — He did. 

0.62. O ib'50. Did 
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Mr. C'. O’Brien. 1650. Did he question the accuracy of some of those details ?— He did not 
— question the accuracy of them, but he admitted it. 

13 July 1855. 1651. Chairman.'] Have you anything more which you wish to state to the 

Committee ?— I have nothing more. 

Henry Arthur Herbert, Esq., a Member of the Committee ; Examined. 

H. A. Herbert, "Es^. 1652. Chairman.] YOU are Member for the county of Kerry? — I am. 

M.p. 1653. And you are lieutenant of the county also? — Yes. 

16,54. Have you anything to state to the Committee relative to the postal 

arrangements connected with that district? — ■! may, perhaps, be permitted to 
begin by stating, that in consequence of the very late period of the Session at 
which this Committee was moved for, and the obvious impossibility of going 
into all the details relative to every part of the country, I have not summoned 
witnesses from my own county, and therefore I cannot pretend to go into all 
the details connected with the country, or even into some details which the 
Committee might have thought necessary; but I preferred writing to my 
county, and getting such information as I could, in order to state to the 
Committee the principal grievance of which we complain, as regards our county 
town. I may also state that my attention has been turned to this subject for a 
considerable time, and that there was a great wish expressed by the merchants 
of the county town, Tralee, the case of which I am now' going to state, to have 
their mail conveyed from Mallow^ to Killarney, 40 miles by rail, which is not 
now made use of by the Post-office, and so on from Killarney to Tralee, which 
would have remedied all the inconveniences they complain of. 

165,5. Mr. Grogan.] That railway is in daily operation ? — In daily operation; 
but, in justice to Lord Canning, 1 should say that, having made an application 
on the part of the county, he went into, the whole subject with me, and had 
estimates taken, and he convinced me that the expenses .of what was then 
suggested would be so great that w'e could not reasonably ask for it. I think it 
necessary just to make that short preliminary statement, because I have a right to 
say, that, as regards that, we have been treated with the greatest courtesy and 
consideration by the Post-office. 

1656. Are you speaking now of the night-mail? — Of the night -mail. The 
company which that railway belongs to, run no train at present at night, and 
consequently the amount involved in the payment of all the incidental expenses 
of the train, as well as the actual expense of the train itself, would be so great 
that W'e could not expect it. When that representation was made through me 
to the merchants of Tralee, they made another proposal, namely, to accelerate 
the car which carries the night-mail from Mallow on to the town of Tralee. 
The mail is now carried as far as a place called Cloonbannon, and branches off 
in the direction of Tralee by a one-horse cart. Now, what they complain of is, 
that the Post-office during the last few years, by an over economy by these side 
conveyances from the railway, have deprived districts not actually upon the 
great lines of railway of the improvement which they had a right to expect 
from the completion of those lines of railway. I can illustrate it thus ; before 
we had a railway at all, the mails were brought to Tralee from Limerick by a 
very well-appointed four-horse coach, wdiich was one of the best and fastest 
mails in Ireland ; it was brought in again on the other side from Cork by another 
four-horse conveyance. We say that if the Post-office were as anxious as we 
think they ought to be, to give us the full advantages created by railways 
when they carried the mails a certain portion of the distance towards us 
by rail, that is no reason for giving us so very inferior a conveyance from the 
rail to our county town. W’e were, of course, aware that we could not expect 
a four-horse coach ; but we thought that we might reasonably expect a pair- 
horse conveyance which should be able to go at a fair pace to keep something 
like punctuality as regards time. Consequently, when it was found that the 
expense would be too great of carrying our mails by the train, the merchants of 
Tralee requested the Postmaster-general through me to establish a pair-horse 
car instead of the one-horse vehicle which now runs. I will now, if the Com- 
mittee will allow me, read the memorial ; it is very short : “The memorial of 
the undersigned bankers, merchants, traders, professional men, and other inha-; 
bitants of the town and vicinity of Tralee, county Kerry, showeth. That Tralee is 
a town of great and rapidly increasing commercial imnortance. and that it is 

but 
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but an act of justice to the inhabitants, and all the interests connected there- H.A.Herberf,Es.q. 
with, that they should receive the full benefit of the rapid transmission of the 
mails which, by the aid of steam and railways, is now general through the 
country. That the mail which leaves Dublin at 7.30 p.m., and which the Post- « j 1 5 • 

office declares to be due at Tralee at 9-45 a.m. (allowing over 13 hours for its 
transmission), is carried to Tralee with the greatest irregularity, often one and 
sometimes two hours after the time fixed by the Post-office for its arrival, to the 
serious detriment and inconvenience of memorialists, whose business arrange- 
ments are thereby greatly interfered with. That this delay (on inquiry by the 
memorialists) is believed to be attributable to the fact, that the said mails are 
conveyed from Mallow to Tralee by abadly equipped one-horse car quite unsuited 
for the service of mails of such importance, and which has frequently broken down, 
causing the Tralee mails for Dublin, &c. to be late at the Mallow' Railway station, 
on one occasion to the very serious prejudice of one of your memorialists. That 
the delivery of letters in Tralee is necessarily delayed by the irregular convey- 
ance of the mail, and on some days has not taken place before 11.30 a.m. in 
streets adjacent to the Post-office, to the great inconvenience of the public. 

That memorialists, with all respect, cannot believe that the present mode of con- 
veyance, and the manner in which it is carried out, are known to your Lordship, 
or that such abuses, when pointed out and established, can have the sanction of 
the Post-office department. That in the present state of affairs, inconvenience 
must be also felt in the military department. That memorialists respectfully 
request your Lordship’s attention to this memorial ; and memorialists will pray.” 

It is signed by above 80 highly respectable persons. If the Committee will now 
allow me, I w'ill read the reply that was sent to me by the Post-office ; it is a 
copy of a letter from Mr. James Kendrick, the district surveyor, to Mr. 

G. C. Cornv;all ; “ In returning the enclosed memorial of the inhabitants of 
Tralee (presented to the Postmaster-general by Mr. Herbert, m.p.), complaining 
of the late arrival of the Dublin mails there, I beg leave to observe that the 
memorialists are labouring under a mistake in supposing that the mail-car from 
Mallow is due in Tralee at 9.45 a.m., as the true time for arrival there is 
8.40 a.m. ; nor lias the car arrived there later than 10 a.m., except during the 
late heavy snow, when it was impossible for any conveyance to maintain due 
time. Previously to the 25th of March last, no contract existed for keeping in 
repair a portion of the road over which the car travels, extending from Clon- 
bannon Cross to King William’s Town, a distance of 11 miles and 3 furlongs, and 
in consequence thereof an imperfection in the road, such as rendered it necessary 
to grant the mail-car contractor 15 minutes additional for performance of the 
journey, resulted. On the 31st March last, I directed Mr. Eyre to travel over 
the road from Mallow to King William’s Town, and to report upon the state of it: 

I learnt from him that a contract had been entered into, and that men were 
employed on the road in repairing it; but he was still of opinion that the 
15 minutes additional time should be continued to the mail-car contractor. On 
receipt of the present memorial, I again directed Mr. Eyre to travel over the 
whole road from Mallow to Tralee ; he did so, and informed me it was in good 
order, I therefore apprised Mr. Bianconi that the 15 minutes allowed him 
over and above the regular time for conveyance of the mails should be discon- 
tinued, and the mails have for some time past been carried over it at the 
prescribed pace. With regard to the allegation contained in this memorial, that 
the mails are conveyed in a badly appointed car, I have only to observe that there 
must have been some mistake in the information obtained by the memorialists in 
that respect, as I think it shall be found that the case is not so. I am, &c., &c., 

James Kendrick." Now I have only a very few observations to make upon this. 

In the first place, the mistake alluded to was a clerical error, apparently of some 
importance, but at the same time it does not touch the whole question. It is 
perfectly true that the mail is supposed to arrive at 8.40, and not 9.45, as stated 
in the memorial ; but Mr. Kendrick’s answer makes a most important admission, 
for although he says that the proper time for arriving is 8.40, he says, “ Nor 
has the car arrived there later than 10 a.m., except during the late heavy snow.” 

He therefore admits that the mail was frequently as late as 10, putting out of 
the question altogether the bad weather which might naturally interfere with the 
arrival of the mail. I think that, coming from the Post-office, is a very strong 
admission, and very strongly proves that the memorialists had a right to complain 
of the kind of conveyance. But what they say is this, that the mail might arrive 
0.62. ' O 2 much 
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H.A.HeTheri,'E.&q. much sooner if we had a pair-horse vehicle which would carry it with perfect 
M. p. regularity, and at greater speed; and I submit to the Committee, that the wants 

of the town of Tralee would justify them in making that demand ; and 

13 July 1855. Kendrick’s answer does not go into that question at all, except as stating 

that the one-horse car that exists he believes to be a well-appointed one; I can, 
m}'self, bear testimony, having seen this car, that it is an exceedingly badly- 
appointed car, and I do not believe there is a single one of the gentlemen whose 
names are attached to the memorial who is not also aware of the fact, and it is 
therefore a question, as matter of opinion, what is a well-appointed car, or what is a 
badly-appointed car. I have no hesitation in saying that the cars which are em- 
ployed by thePost-office in the whole of the south of Ireland, so far as my experience 
is concerned, are exceedingly bad, and the horses of the worst description ; and, as 
a general rule, I have heard complaints, whenever I have made inquiries, of the 
irregularity of their arrivals, and more especially of the diminution of speed in 
comparison with the former conveyances which were used for conveying the mails. 
It is, 1 dare say, perfectly true, as Mr. Kendrick states it, that the road was under- 
going repair in a certain portion of it ; but I do submit to the Committee that if 
we had what we ask, a pair-horse vehicle; with a couple of horses, strong enough 
to drag a light conveyance such as the mail is, the mere fact of the road being 
under 'repair, or the mere fact of there being occasional bad weather (of course 
I do not allude to the entirely exceptional case of the deep snow of this year), 
should not cause the irregularities that are complained of in the mail. I there- 
fore would say to the Committee that the grievance of which we have to com- 
plain is, that the same efforts which were made formerly by the Post-office to give 
us speed and regularity, quoad the coaches, are now entirely given up, and the 
mails in that part of Ireland to Tralee are carried by a conveyance which is 
insufficient for the purpose for which itis employed. It is scarcely necessary for 
me to add, that of course every moment that is lost, «hich is an inconvenience 
to the county town, where there is very considerable business and a number of 
highly respectable merchants, and which is also generally the depot of a regi- 
ment, is infinitely more strongly felt the instant you get to any distance at all 
beyond the town ; for whereas by the present hours it is not very easy for men of 
business to answer a letter by return of post at all, and anywhere beyond, it is 
quite impossible, or even for a person residing in the vicinity of the town, 
coupling that with the late hours and the irregular arrivals of the mail. That is 
the case I wish to state to the Committee. 

1657. Mr. Grogan.'] Does the memorial of the merchants of Tralee allude to 
the inconvenience sustained from the non-arrival of the mail during the snow in 
the recent bad weather? — The memorial does not specially allude to that period ; 
but I have no doubt that the existence of the snow so aggravated the evil as to 
have weighed upon the minds when they were drawing up the memorial. I am 
at the same time aware that irregularities did exist when there was no snow at 
all. I may mention, with reference to that, that I happened to be quartered, as 
colonel of the militia, in Tralee ; the barracks are about a mile distant from the 
Post-office ; I frequently had official letters, which I might almost say were im- 
portant, at all events, very desirable to be answered by return of post, and I 
had the greatest possible difficulty in doing so, and was frequently unable to do 
so ; and therefore I am led to the conclusion that men of business in the town, 
whose time was of much more importance probably than mine was, would have 
been put to very great inconvenience. 

16,58. Mr. Fagan.] You do not make any complaint of the Killarney convey- 
ance ? — As regards Killarney alone, in which I am more personally interested, we 
have no complaint to make ; our letters arrive in ample time, and we have plenty 
of time for answering them. 

1659. By what conveyance? — By the car which leaves Mallow on the arrival 

of the night train which conveys the mail as far as Cloonbannon ; I am not sure 
whether it is a different car which branches off at Cloonbannon, or whether oars 
is the branch car ; however, as regards Killarney, there is no grievance ; but if 
we had an accelerated conveyance, or a conveyance anything like as good as we 
had previous to the establishment of railways at all, we should have the mail in 
so much sooner that the district beyond Killarney would be very much con- 
venienced by it. , , • r m i 

1660. When do letters leaving London by the five o’clock tram for Iraiee, 
and reaching Mallow in the day time, get to Tralee ? — There is no day-mail ^at 
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all ; a letter posted for the five o’clock mail in London does not arrive in Tralee H.A. Herbert, Esq. 
a bit sooner than if it was posted for the night-mail, there being no day-mail to 
Tralee. ' 

1661. Therefore it must remain several hours in ihe Mallow post-officer — It 
either remains in Mallow or Dublin, but I should rather think it remains in Dublin. 

1662. Mr. Liddell.'] The morning London mails leave Dublin somewhere 
about half-past eight ? — There have been some changes of late, and therefore 
1 cannot give exact evidence as to that ; but there is a day -mail. 

1663. In my recollection there was a very well appointed, and though not very 
fast, yet very regular running coach, which ran from Mallow to Killarney, on 
the arrival of that train which was running to Cork ; it ran straight to Killarney, 
and arrived at Killarney somewhere about seven o’clock in the evening ; is that 
the case now ? — No, there is no coach at all, now that the railway is completed, 
and a passenger leaving by the 12 o’clock train at tliis moment, which is the 
train in connexion with Killarney, arrives at Killarney at eight, in the same 
carriage as that in which he left Dublin ; therefore there is no necessity for the 
coach now, but that train takes no day-mail. The train which takes the day- 
mail to Cork is an earlier train, and there is no train travelling off from Mallow 
for Killarney at this present moment in connexion with that ; ’there was a day- 
mail to Killarney by that early train when there was a train along the branch 
from Mallow in connexion with it, but since the company have given up the 
train from Mallow to Killarney, which was in connexion with that day-mail to 
Cork, there is none. 

■1664. Viscount il/o;ic/r.] I understood you to say that the public have to 
thank the railway company for taking off the train, and thereby depriving them 
of the day-mail to Mallow ? — I think they have to thank the arrangements which 
the company thought it necessary to make. 

1665. The Post-office were not to blame for that? — I am not blaming the 
Post-office for it; and I intended to state that I did not, complain so much of the 
want of a day-mail, as, in my opinion, of an improved mode of conveyance of the 
night-mail, the night-mail being by far the most important mail to the merchants 
of Tralee, embracing as it does the great mass of their London, Cork and Dublin 
letters. 

1666. Mr. Fagan.] A letter leaving London at five o’clock would not be for- 
warded into the interior by the half-past eight o’clock train that leaves Dublin 
for Cork in the morning? — Not to Kerry ; certainly not. 

1667. It remains till the night train, and leaves, Dublin at half-past seven ? — ^ 

It does. 

1668. Though there is a mail which leaves Dublin at 12 o’clock r— A train 
leaves Dublin, not a mail. 

1669. A letter leaving London at nine o’clock in the evening reaches Dublin 
in time for the 12 o’clock train? — It does. 

1 670. And notwithstanding that, it remains in Dublin to the following 
evening? — It does. 

1671. Supposing the letters were forwarded by the 12 o’clock train, that train 
goes on to Killarney straight ? — Yes. 

1672. Would not that be a very great convenience, not only to the Killarney 
people, but also to the Tralee merchants, as regards the London correspondence ? 

— Practically, I do not think it would be any benefit to Tralee, because it arrives 
at Killarney at eight, and would take at least two or two-aiid-a-half hours to get 
on to Tralee, and a letter delivered at that hour of the night would be of no 
value ; and therefore a letter arriving at a reasonable time in the morning 
would be equally convenient to the Tralee people, according to the present 
arrangement. 

1 673. Then you think that using the Killarney Railway would be of no advan- 
tage to the Tralee merchants ? — I do not go quite so far as that ; 1 think it 
would he of the greatest possible advantage if we had a mail train in connexion 
with the Cork mail train from Mallow to Killarney, with a conveyance to meet 
it at Killarney and take it on to Tralee. But, as I said before, having gone 
minutely into it with Lord Canning, and calculated the expense which it would 
involve, I was quite sure in my own mind it would be so large, that I at once 
said, ou the part of those I represented, that I could not demand it. 

0.62. O3 1674. That 
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1674. That has reference to the night train — Yes. 

1675. But the question put to you refers to a train now running, which would 
not derange the hour of starting? — Exactly. 

1676. Are you a director of the Tralee and Killaruey Railway ? — I am. 

1677. Have the directors made any offer to the Post-office to carry the mail 
in the trains which now run regularly in the day-time? — ^The change has been so 
recent that I cannot exactly tell the Committee that, but I may state that when 
the train in connexion with the early Cork train ran, they did carry the day-mail 
to Killarney ; that, however, was discontinued when the connexion was esta- 
blished with the 12 o’clock Dublin train instead of the early train 5 and therefore 
a day mail to Killarney, although it might be of course a trifling convenience to 
people to receive letters or newspapers at eight o’clock at night, it is of course 
perfectly obvious could not, arriving at that time, be of any great convenience or 
importance to the inhabitants generally. The company, at the period to which 
I allude, did carry the day mail for nothing. 

1678. Mr. Grogan.'] The London mails arriving in Dublin, leave Dublin by 
the half-past eight o’clock train, for Cork, and g'o through Mallow?- — Yes. 

1679. Formerly there was a train from Mallow to Killarney, in connexion 
with the day mail on the Killarney railway ? — Yes. 

1680. They then carried the mail for nothing? — The mail was carried for 
nothing, then, for a short time. 

1681. At the interview which you had with the Postmaster-general, ‘was the 
question of the day mail, or of any payment to the Killarney Company, under 
consideration at all ? — There was some communication, both by letter and ver- 
bally, and I exerted myself, as Member for the county, to get the Railway Com- 
pany to take the day mail for a fair remuneration. After considerable discussion, 
seeing that I was rather pertinacious about it, they determined to offer to take it 
for nothing ; and I understood the reason for that was, that they did not wish to 
establish a precedent for taking it at a low rate of remuneration ; they thought 
that taking it for nothing could do them no harm elsewhere. I should state that 
the railway of which I am a director, being a branch line, is under the control of 
a large and powerful company, who have very much the control of everything 
that goes on, and who very naturally have interests in other places, which some- 
times clash with the local interests of short lines. 

1682. Then I am to presume that, with regard to the early train from Mallow 
to Killarney, which is now' discontinued, the number of passengers going by it 
did not pay for its expenses ? — The company, I suppose (for I was not present 
at the meeting when the change was decided upon), thought that it would pay 
them better to have a train in connexion with the train that leaves Dublin 
at 12 o’clock, than the one which starts at an earlier hour. I do not think 
we have any reason to believe that the other train did not pay its expenses. 

1683. If it paid the expenses of the work, would not the convenience of the 
public be very greatly improved by having the two trains ? — No doubt the con- 
venience of the public would be very much advanced by having two trains, but 
I suppose the directors thought that one train would pay better than the two. 
I have been put to some personal inconvenience myself in consequence of the 
abolition of the early train. 

1684. Chairman^ I believe you stated, in the early part of your evidence, 
that the mails were formerly conveyed to Limerick, and thence by coach to 
Tralee ? — They w ere running through the towns of Adair, Rathkeale, Newcastle, 
Abbeyfeaie, and Castle Island. 

1685. That coach has been discontinued? — Tliat coach has been discontinued 
for carrying the mails since the completion of the railway to Mallow. 

1 686. Is it still running, though not carrying mails ? — I cannot say whether 
it is running at this moment. I believe it did run for some time after, and 
that it was put on again after having been discontinued 5 but for carrying the 
great mail, it has been practically discontinued since the completion of the line 
to Mallow. 

1687. At pi'esent, if you post a letter in London to go by the five o’clock 
despatch, that letter arrives in Limerick by railway at 40 minutes past one in 
the afternoon. If you had this coach still going, and the time answered from 

Limerick 
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Limerick to Tralee, would not that give you an early arrival of the day -mail of H.A.HerhertfEsq. 
Tralee ? — No ; I think in that case the mail would arrive late at night at Tralee. 

1688. I speak of the day-mail which arrives at Limerick at 40 ihinutes past 

one, in the middle of the day? — A conveyance starting as soon as the letters 13 July 1855. 
were sorted after the arrival of that train would arrive in Tralee so late at night 

as to be practically useless. 

1689. Sir S. Nortficote.] How far is it from Limerick to Tralee ? — In round 
numbers, I think from about 60 to 70 miles. 

1690. Chairman.'] Would there be any advantage gained to the correspondence 
of Tralee by the conveyance of the night-mail by Limerick, instead of, as at 
present, by Mallow ? — Certainly not ; I should say it could not be done without a 
very considerable loss of time and increased expense, I should think ; but it is 
a matter of opinion. 

1691. Mr. F. Scully.] If the night-mail arrived in Limerick at one o’clock in 
the morning, which it might do if the railway were used, could not a four-horse 
coach leave for T ralee, which would arrive there in the course of the morn- 
ing ? — I think it would be a very much more expensive mode of proceeding than 
the present mode, or the one suggested, because it is much further from Limerick 
to Tralee, along the road, than it is from Mallow to Tralee ; the Post-office have 
adopted, and I think properly, the plan of starting from the nearest convenient 
point of the railway to the town of Tralee. I therefore think chat accelerating 
the present conveyance would be very much better than starting the mails by 
a conveyance over a much longer line of road. 

1692. Are there not many towns upon that line injured by the change which 
has taken place by the abolition of a four-horse coach, and the establishment of 
a communication in another direction? — I cannot positively state that as a fact, 
but I have no doubt, as a matter of opinion, that those towns through which the 
mails passed, and through which there was a certain amount of posting, must 
have been injured by the change which has been introduced by turning the 
traffic by tbe railway. 

• ] 693. And the time of the arrival and the despatch of the mails has been also 
delayed in consequence of the change ? — I am not practically acquainted with 
the arrangements which have been made since that lime as regards the County 
Limerick towns ; therefore I would rather not give an opinion. 

1 694. Mr. Fagan.] Would it not be a better and more rapid mode of convey- 
ance for the Dublin and London letters, if those letters left by the train which 
leaves Dublin at half-past 8 in the morning, and remained in Mallow for a few 
hours till the starting of the mid-day train to Killarney, then forwarding those 
letters by the old arrangement to Killarney, and then on to Tralee ? — 1 do not 
quite understand what letters the Honourable Member refers to. 

1695. The letters that leave London by the 5 o’clock express train would be 
forwarded by the half-past 8 o’clock train, which leaves Dublin the following 
morning, down to Mallow, remain in Mallow, and then be taken up by the 
Killarney train which leaves in the mid-day for Tralee ? — It would give a slight 
acceleration to Killarney, no doubt, but the letters would arrive so late in the 
evening as to he of no practical value, and it would be of no use to Tralee, inas- 
much as the letters could not arrive at Tralee till eight or nine o’clock at night. 

1 696. When does a letter leaving London at five o’clock in the evening reach 
Tralee? — A letter leaving London by the five o’clock mail for Tralee, we will say, 
posted on Monday, arrives on Wednesday morning in Tralee just in the same 
way as it would if it was posted by the great night mail. 

1697. But under the arrangement which the question suggests, it would reach 
Tralee on Tuesday evening? — It would, but so late that, for business purposes, 
it would be practically useless. 

1698. Mr. Liddell.] Not before? — It could not reach before half-past ten; 
the train which leaves Dublin at 12 does not arrive at Killarney till eight, and 
has then 22 English miles to go. 

1699. Mr. Grogan.] But, as I understand the question, the object is to see in 
what manner the day mail could be accelerated, not of course by the present 
arrangements, because if the present arrangements were perfect, there would be 
no necessity for the inquiry ; but whether a new arrangement could not be 

0-62. O 4 adopted 
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adopted by which the delivery of those letters would be greatly accelerated?— There 
is no doubt it would be a considerable convenience to give a day mail to all parts 
of the county so situated as to be able to receive their letters at a reasonable 
time in the day, if there was a connexion between the early train out of Dublin 
for Cork and Killarney. At present that train passes Mallow with no train in 
connexion with it from that station, and a passenger, or letter, or parcel would 
have to wait till the train starts, which is in connexion with the 12 o’clock tram ; 
therefore it would, as the Honourable Member will see, arrive late a.t Killarney. 
It would be a great convenience of course to get the “ Times ” at eight o clock 
at night, instead of next morning, but still for business purposes practically too 
late to be of much value. 

1700. Mr. Fagan.'] But the expense would not be greater than by the present 
model— If you tell a railway company to alter the time of the starting of their 
trains, they will instantly demand remuneration. I judge of that from the 
difficulty which I had to get the bags taken even by a train which did run. 

1701. Mr. Grogan] In the estimate which was made of the expense of acce- 
lerating the night “mail by sending it by rail, do you recollect how much a mile 
was the calculation r— 1 cannot speak from recollection to that ; there were so 
many estimates. 

1702. The question refers to the night mail, and to the calculation which was 
made, and which you thought was so enormous, that it was not fair to ask for 
that accommodation from the Post-office ? — I could ascertain that, but I should 
rather not speak from recollection as to the exact mileage rate. 

1703. Has any proposal ever been made by the directors of the Killarney and 
Mallow railway to run the mails at any figure at all ? — Yes ; as I stated before, 
when 1 made my first representation to Lord Canning as to the apparent absur- 
dity of having a car to carry the mail 40 miles alongside the railway, he got all 
the estimates by means of proposals from the railway company as to the amount 
for which they would run a night mail train; the railway company stated, and I 
believe stated perfectly truly, that it w'as almost impossible to estimate the 
expense of running a night train on a line over which trains did not travel at 
night, inasmuch as they would have to increase so enormously the number of 
porters, to increase the payment for the men at crossings, to pay for the light- 
ing of the different stations, to increase the number of clerks, and the pay of 
some of the station-masters, that it would amount to such a figure as to appear 
exorbitant without really being so ; and after going into the whole question, I 
came to the conclusion, that in the present state of things, until it would suit 
the railway company to run a train for their own purposes, or very nearly so, 
we must give up all idea of having the mail carried upon that line of railway. 

1704. Chairman^ Then the chief complaint you have to make is this, that 
the mails are conveyed from Mallow’ to Killarney and Tralee by a one-horse 

car r By a one-horse ill-appointed vehicle in lieu of what we ask, which is a 

two-horse w’ell-appointed car, which would take the letters quicker, and with 
much more regularity. 

1705. Mr. LiddclLI The irregularity of arrival is one of your complaints?— 
My complaint is, that the mail is irregular and slow. 

1 706. Chairman.'\ Is there anything else which you wish to state to the Com- 
mittee ? — No, I believe not. 



Luna,. 
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MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. Meagher. 

Sir S. Northcote. 
Mr.' Grogan. 

Mr. H. Herbert. 
Mr. Maguire. 
Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. De Vere. 



Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Barrow, 

Mr. Wickham. 
Mr. Fagan. 
Viscount Monck. 
Mr. F. Scully. 
Mr. Wilson. 



THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., in the Chair. 



Lorenzo Alexander, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1707. Mr. GroganA YOU reside in the neighbourhood of Carlow? — At X. Afeian«?er, Esq. 

Milford. 

1 708. How many miles is that distant from Carlow ? — Five miles, English. July 1855. 

1709. The railway passes close by? — Yes. 

1710. How far is Milford station from Milford ? — About an English mile. 

1711. Is that the railway from Waterford direct? — Yes. 

1712. There is a station on the railway at Milford? — About an English 
mile. 

1713. What is your establishment? — It is a large milling establishment for 
the grinding of wheat and oats and Indian corn ; we have also a large malting 
establishment. 

1714. You are very extensively engaged in the corn business ? — Very exten- 
sively engaged in the corn business. 

1715. Of course, therefore, you must have extensive correspondence with the 
outports and with England ? — Yes. 

1716. Do you conceive that the present postal arrangements afford your 
establishment that facility which they ought to do, and which they could be 
easily made to do ? — No, they are very unsatisfactory ; our communication 
southwards principally ; for instance, Waterford, which is one of our seaports, is 
a port with which we have a great deal of business in purchases, and also 
making sales, and a port to which we bring many cargoes of grain, and it is 
most unpleasantly circumstanced with respect to the postal ^arrangernents. 

Formerly we had a night post which brought us our letters from W'aterford in the 
morning; now our post does not reach us from Waterford until the mid-day of 
the following day, consequently too late for reply by the mid-day post. 

1717. What is the distance between Milford and Vaterford? — About 50 
miles. 

1718. Is there a railway communication the entire distance? — There is a 
railway communication the entire distance direct. 

1719. I need hardly ask you whether the mail travels by railway ? — It does 
not. 

1720. You said that formerly the mail from Waterford was delivered at your 
establishment in the morning; at what hour would that be? — We received our 
own post there about seven o’clock in the morning. 

1721. How many years ago? — In the old mail-coach time, previous to the 
establishment of railways, about six years ago ; a letter posted in Waterford at 
five o’clock in the evening reached us at seven in the morning under the old 
system. 

1722. Describe the route that that letter took, if you please? — Direct by a 
mail coach from Waterford to Carlow, passing through Kilkenny. 

0.62. P 1723 ' And 
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L. Ahxander,Y.z(\. 1723. And SO on to Dublin ? — Yes. 

1724. Will you describe the course of a letter posted in Waterford under the 

16 Ju]y 1855. pi*esent system? — A letter posted in W'’aterford under the present system goes to 
Dublin, I believe, nia Goold’s Cross ; but it goes to Dublin the night that it is 
posted, and comes to us by the morning train from Dublin, which reaches Carlow 
for the delivery at 12, and therefore reaches us about one, as we are five miles 
from Carlow. 

1725. Milford is a sub-post to Carlow? — Milford is a sub-post to Carlow, 
but that day ti-ain does not give us a delivery at Milford. 

1726. If I understand you correctly, a letter written from Waterford in the 
evening, announcing to you the arrival of a vessel of wheat or other goods, goes 
to Dublin that night ? — Yes. 

1727. And comes down with the day mail the subsequent morning to Carlow ? 
— Yes. 

1728. Thence is transmitted from Carlow to Milford, adjoining your establish- 
ment ? — Yes ; but that is by our special messenger. It comes to Carlow, and 
would remain there until the following morning, but for our special messenger. 

1729. But we will assume theJetterto reach Carlow, and no special messenger 
employed upon your part ; at what time would that letter be delivered at Milford ? 
— The following morning, at half-past seven. 

1730. You mean to say, a letter posted at Waterford on Monday evening for 
Milford goes to Dublin, and arrives there in the course of Tuesday morning, 
comes down by the day mail of Tuesday to Carlow, which is five miles from 
Milford, and remains there till the next morning ? — Yes. 

1731. There being but one transmission from Carlow’ to the sub-post of 
Milford in the day? — Yes. 

1732. What would be your course of answer ? — Our course of answ’er would 
be by the mid-day mail from Carlow — the up-mail our special messenger. 

1733. But without a special messenger? — Then not until the following 
evening. 

1 734. y ou get the letter at seven in the morning by post ? — Yes. 

1735. You post your answer, at what hour? — At a quarter past six in the 
afternoon. 

1736. Does that go to Dublin? — Yes. 

1737. And down by the night mail to Goold’s Cross ? — Yes, and so to Water- 
ford. 

1738. Is that the ordinary course? — That is the course. 

1 739. It is at six o'clock in the evening that you post your letter at Milford ? 
—Yes. 

2740. It then goes up to Dublin that night?— It then goes up to Dublin that 
night. 

1741. Would it not come down in the morning by the morning mail? — It 
comes down by the following morning mail to "Waterford, 

1742. By the day mail?— Yes. 

1 743. Chairman.] And passes Carlow and Milford in its route ? — Passing both 
Carlow and Milford in its route ; it turns off at Kildare, I believe. 

1744. Mr. Grogan^ Just see how many days would elapse between the time 
at which a letter was posted in Waterford, and the answer was received in 
Waterford, leaving out of view the special messenger, and depending upon the 
Post-office alone?— It would be delivered in Milford about three o’clock on 
Tuesday mid-day. 

] 745. Waterford is as it were one of tlie shipping ports in connexion with 
your establishment ? — Yes. 

1746. I believe there are very extensive milling establishments and corn 
establishments of a similar character to yours in that district ? — There are, very 
extensive. 

1747. Besides your own ? — Yes. 

2748. What do you think is about the annual sum of money in circulation by 
reason of those establishments in that district ? — Throughout our whole district, 
extending from Carlow to Kilkenny, I should say over a million of money, con- 
siderably. 

1749. A considerable part of that is upon foreign corn imported into the port 
of Waterford and Ross, to be ground in those establishments ? — It is ; we are so 

inconvenienced 
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inconvenienced ourselves that we are obliged often to send a special messeager L. Alexander, 
both to Ross and Waterford. 

1750. Chairman.'] There is a canal from Milford to Ross?— To St. Malins; 16 July 1855. 
from there to Ross by tide, and from there to Waterford ; it is a tidal navigation 

from St. Malins to Ross and Waterford. 

1751. Mr. Grogan.] Have you practically experienced inconvenience or loss 
by reason of that delay of the post, and want of facility of communicating with 
your vessels ? — It frequently prevents our doing the amount of business we 
should otherwise do with Waterford, and we are occasionally very much injured 
at New Ross by the delay in reporting cargoes upon their arrival. You are 
aware that the lay days, or discharging days, are frequently few to run, and we 
require the earliest information in order to arrange to discharge the cargo 
quickly. 

1752. Are those discharging days named when the ship is chartered? — Yes. 

1753. If, therefore, such a length of time should elapse in transmitting the 
intelligence to you of her arrival, so many discharging days are lost to you r — 

Yes ; and there is a penalty for every day we run over those discharging days of 
3 /. to 5 /. a day, accordiug to the charter-party. 

1 754. Some of the facilities which you have stipulated for in the discharge of 
her cargo in the charter-party would be lost, owing to the want of facilities by 
postal communication? — Yes. 

1755. In order to meet that, are you obliged to send a special messenger of 
your own ? — Occasionally. 

1756. And of course that is some expense? — Yes. 

1757. And you naturally think that the Post-office ought to furnish you with 
that accommodation which your business requires ? — We feel that our district is 
neglected by the Post-office, though there is a large amount of business in the 
locality itself. 

175S. Are there other establishments of analogous extent and character to 
your own in the same locality ? — There are. 

1759. Are they inconvenienced also ? — Yes. 

1760. Will you state where they are situate? — At Bagnafs Town, for 
instance. 

1761. That is on the same railway? — Yes. 

1762. Chairman.] That is a station nearer to Waterford, five miles from 
Milford : — Yes. 

1763. Mr. Grogan^ It is on the same railway, and subject to the same incon- 
venience, and for the same reason? — Yes, 

1764. Are there others ? — Yes, at Leighlinbridge ; and there are large mills 
established near Goresbridge. 

1765. What distance is Goresbridge from the railway which you are describing ? 

— About three miles from Gowran station. 

1766. Gowran station is on the same railway? — Yes, on the same railway. 

1767. And it suffers the same inconvenience that you have described ? — Yes ; 

Goresbridge does, and also Gowran. 

1768. All the towns which you have spoken of may be considered as lying in 
the one district ? — Very much. 

1 769. And they are the seat of extensive corn shipping business ? — Yes ; and 
there is a considerable corn manufacturing business done from those various 
towns. 

1770. Is any considerable part of the flour manufactured in your establish- 
ment shipped at Waterford and Ross ? — Yes ; at times we ship a good deal at 
Waterford. 

1771. Practically, then, you receive the foreign corn which comes into 
Waterford or Ross for your establishment, and portions of that are re-shipped in 
flour from the same ports ? — :Yes. 

1772. You have described the importance of the district, and the large amount 
of money circulated in the traffic there ; and you have also described the incon- 
veniences which you suffer from the present postal arrangements j have you 
considered in what manner those inconveniences could be remedied ? — Yes ; 

I think the remedy rather a simple one, by giving us the same night mail which 
we had formerly now by railway. 

1773. Then you are now worse accommodated with regard to the postal 
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L. Alexander, Esq. arrangements than you were previous to the railway being in operation? — Con- 
— — siderably. 

i6 July 1855. 3774- Just explain your proposal, if you please? — I consider it very simple ; 

I propose that we should have a night mail carried by railway from Waterford 
to Carlow. I do not consider that it need be actually what we call a night mail ; 
I think an evening mail would be quite sufficient, consequently not involving so 
much expense to the railway ; therefore I dare say the railway w'ould do it com- 
paratively cheaper ; for instance, a train leaving W aterford at seven o’clock in the 
evening would reach Carlow a very little after nine, and the day staff of the rail- 
way are on at that time. 

1775. yix. Liddell^ Would it be any advantage whatever to the mercantile 
men at Carlow, or any who are in the neighbourhood, to receive letters at such a 
time as nine o’clock in the evening ? — They w^ould be ready for delivery the fol- 
lowing morning by the sub-post ; they would lie the night in Carlow. I only 
mention that as doing away with the additional expense of the night mail ; an 
evening mail would answer the purpose. 

1 776. Still, if they had to lie the night in Carlow, there would be the expense 
of the mail thrown away ? — No, we should have them in the morning, our busi- 
ness being completed in Waterford by seven in the evening; we should receive 
the advice the following morning, and be ready to act upon it the following 
morning. 

1777. Mr. Grogan^l Are you aware that the Dublin mail at present leaves 
Waterford at 10 minutes past seven in the evening? — I understand it does. 

1778. And that it goes by car through Thomastown to Maryborough, and so 
to Dublin r — Y'es. 

1779. So that a letter posted in Waterford at seven o’clock on Monday 
evening would not be delivered at your establishment till Wednesday morning ? 
— Exactly so. 

1780. Whereas, if the day mail which you describe were in operation, it would 
be delivered to you on Tuesday morning? — Yes. 

1781. Thereby saving a day ? — Yes. 

1 782. Would that afford you time to send an answer to that letter by the day 
mail?— Yes ; that is our object. 

1 783. The same remark applies to all the other towns you have referred to ? — 
Yes. 

1784. In your opinion that, being comparatively a day service, might be per- 
formed by the Post-office without any great increase of expense ? — Without any 
great increase of expense ; I rather think the railway would be inclined, without 
any additional staff being involved, to do it moderately. 

1785. Sir S. Northcote.'\ When you say that you would like to have an even- 
ing mail from Waterford to Carlow, would you propose that that mail should go 
on to Dublin ? — No ; I do not see any necessity for that ; I think our mail goes 
already to Dublin, leaving us at half-past six, and arrives in Dublin the next 
morning. 

1786. How does it go? — To Maryborough by car, and from there on to 
Dublin by train. 

1787. Chairman^ The fact is, you want to show the remedy which you wish 
to apply to the present delays between Waterford and Carlow? — Yes; we are 
very well circumstanced so far as Dublin is concerned ; letters posted this even- 
ing in Dublin we receive in the morning. 

1788. Mr. Grogan.'\ Have you any branch establishment in Kilkenny? — 
Yes. 

1789. That is on the same railway? — It is. 

1790. According to the course of post, when would an answer be received to 
a letter posted at Milford on Monday evening for Kilkenny ? — Posted at Milford 
on Monday evening at a quarter past six, it will be delivered in Kilkenny about 
half-past 12 the following day. 

1791. How does it go? — It goes to Dublin in the night and comes down by 
the morning train. 

J792. Passing Milford, where it was posted, into Kilkenny? — Yes. 

1793. How do you get the answer ? — The answer is posted on Tuesday night, 
goes to Dublin on Tuesday night; it comes down to Carlow the following 
morning, Wednesday, and it is not delivered at our post-office until the morning 
afterwards : that is, Thursday morning. 

1794. What 
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1794. What is the distance between Kilkenny and Milford? — Eighteen miles 
English. 

1795. According to your description, 'the same length of time would intervene 
between a letter being dispatched from Waterford to your establishment and its 
reply, as in the case of a letter dispatched from your establishment to Kilkenny 
and its reply ? — Yes. 

1796. It is nearly the same number of hours? — Nearly the same number of 
hours. 

1 797. If, therefore, you have occasion to send any directions or orders to 
your agent at Kilkenny, I presume you always send a special messenger? — We 
•send a special messenger by railw^ay, or send a parcel by railwav. 

179^. You have stated that there is great loss of time by^reason of letters 
lying so long in the Carlow post-of&ce, and there being but one transmission to 
your sub-post at Milford daily ? — Yes. 

1799. Can you make any suggestion as to a remedy for that- — If the views 
1 mention wei*e carried out, the simplest way would be to drop the bag at Mil- 
ford station, making Milford railway station the i\iilford sub-post office, and so 
doing away with the runner, who is a source of some expense. 

1800. How many trains up and down are there daily passing Milford? — 
There are three down, and three up, 

1801. Do all those trains stop at Milford? — Yes. 

1802. What difficulty would there be in dropping the hag at Milford? — 
I think none if the railway company would allow the station-master to become 
post-master. 

1803. Viscount Monck^ That is you want the railway company to do 
Post-office work r — To do Post-office work ; I should think they would be satis- 
fied ; it would give them very little trouble. 

1 804. Mr. Gj'ogan.'] A large portion of jmur grievance is the great delay by 
car, from the description you have given of it ; did any irregularity arise last 
winter, from the severity of the weather, from the snow ? — Our Dublin post was 
very much delayed during the last winter ; we were three or four days without 
our letters. 

1805. Which post, the day or night ? — The night post; it -comes to Mary- 
borough, and from Maryborough it comes by car to Carlow ; that car was snowed 
up ; it was unable to pass for some time. 

1806. Practically, your post was interrupted for several days? — For three 
days. 

1 807. Have you heard the same complaints from other parts of the county ? 
— I have. 

1808. Was the railway communication during that time interrupted at all? — 
Only for a few hours. 

1 809. Viscount Monck.'] I think you complain of the transmissions between 
Milford and Waterford, and Kilkenny and Waterford, and Kilkenny and Milford ? 
— Yes, and Kilkenny and Carlow. 

1810. May I ask you if Milford, except your own establishment, is a place of 
any very great commercial importance ? — Not Milford, there is an agricultural 
community connected with it. 

1811. You say that a letter posted at six o’clock in the evening at Milford 
will not obtain an answer from W aterford till the day but one after ? — Exactly so. 

1812. Is not there a day mail from Milford to Waterford direct ?— No ; from. 
Carlow to Waterford there is. 

1813. I.s not Milford a sub-post to Carlow ? — Yes. 

1814. Then of course the post goes from Carlow to Milford ? — No. We have 
no second delivery ; we have only one post to the sub-post. 

1815. CAairman.J You have stated already, that the time of transmitting 
the letters from Carlow to the sub-post is early in the morning ?— Seven, or 
thereabouts. 

3816. Viscount Monc^.] And letters do not go back till six in the evening? 
— No. 



1817. But if you post your letter at Carlow, you have got a double delivery 
at Waterford ? — If we send a special messenger into Carlow. 

1818. Are you aware of any sub-post in the United Kingdom where there 
is a second delivery in the course of the day ? — I do not know of any. I never 
inquired. 
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1819. I understand your grievance to apply to Milford, and not to Carlow;, 
at what time does the' day mail leave Carlow in the day r — It leaves Carlow 
somewhere about a quarter-past 1 1 ; the day mail. 

1 820. If you post a letter by that time in Carlow for Waterford, you can have 
an answer the following morning ?— Yes ; but a letter which is posted in Water- 
ford the evening before does not come to Carlow till this very mail train I speak 
of ; conseqhently we have to send in a special messenger to Carlow for that pur- 
pose. We cannot post an answer by that time ; it comes by the same post that 
goes on ; we only receive the letter by that post. 

1821. lam now talking of the transmission from Carlow^ to Waterford ; you 
cun write a letter to-day, before 1 1 o’clock, from Carlow to Waterford, and get 
an answer the following morning from IVaterford? — We can write a letter to- 
day, send it down by mid-day train, and get an answer the mid-day following ; 
that is, by our special messenger. 

1822. I speak of Carlow now ; leave Milford out of the question; you can 
write a letter bv the mid-day train to-day from Carlow to Waterford, and get an 
answer by the mid-day train to-morrow '/—No ; by the night train. It must be 
put in at'Waterford in the course of the evening. 

1823. You get it next day?— We get it by the mid-day the following day. 

1 824. If you post a letter at Carlow by 11 o’clock to-day, Monday, when does 
it get to Waterford ?— It gets to Waterford the same evening. 

1825. At what time the same evening ?— About two o’clock in the afternoon, 
or half-pasl two. 

1 826. At -what time do you get an answer to that letter from Waterford, sup- 
posing it is delivered at two o’clock in the afternoon in Waterford ?— At 12 
o’clock the following day at Carlow. 

1827. At what time does the day mail leave Waterford, do you remember ?— 

I think at about a quarter to 12 . . , , 

1828. At what time does that mail reach Carlow? — We receive no letters by 



1820. If a letter be posted in Waterford, for that train, it will be delivered in 
the course of the day at Carlow ?— We receive it the following morning in 

Milford. _ ) 1 1 4.1, 

1830. But at Carlow it arrives, I suppose, about half-past two 0 clock ; the 
night mail, then, from Carlow, would take an answer to that letter the same day, 
and arrive in Waterford the following morning, would it not ?— That would be no 
advantage to us; an early communication from Waterford is no advantage; no 
business can be done at that time in the day. 

1831. Mr. Grogan.'] The noble Lord was not in the room when you were 
de, scribing the nature of the district where your establishment is placed you are 
of opinion that, at the lowest calculation, there is a commercial business ex- 
ceeding a million annually, transacted in and around your district r— So 1 men- 

*'°i832. Is it fair, therefore, that because the Post-office supply you with a sub- 
post only, and you speak of the inconvenience arising out of that sub-post, you 
should he referred to the delivery of a letter at a post-town which is five or 
six miles from your establishment ?— It does not suit us ; it gives us no advan- 

^1833. Does that same inconvenience, of which you complain, affect the other 
millinv districts to which you have referred in your examination ;— It does. 

1834. They are all equally inconvenienced? — They are all equally incon- 

venienced. , . ^ ^ 

1835 Would the remedy which you have suggested he an efficient remedy to 
all those establishments and districts, as well as your own r— It would he most 
satisfactory to all the districts, and would equally benefit them as well as 

™^i^ 8*36. Mr. Barrow.] Is it fair to anticipate that all those districts and sub- 
posts are to have a second delivery in the course of the day r— The evemtig mail 
that I spoke of would do away with the necessity for that ; it would bring our 
letters from Waterford at night; we should receive them the next morning, 
and should he ready to act upon them that day, and to send an answer the fol- 
lowing evening for receipt in Waterford the following morning. 

1837 If, therefore, you had that evening mail, it would save all those sub- 
posts, because it would deliver the letters the following morning?— Yes^^^ 
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1 838. You said it would not involve anv serious additional expense in the case 
of a train bringing the mail from Waterford to Carlow, which could reach Carlow 
at nine o’clock at night ; is there at present any business at the station at Carlow 
so late as nine o’clock at night?— The goods train goes out about that time. 

1839. What is the latest passenger train at Carlow r— Eight o’clock, I 
believe. 

1840. You have spoken as to the amount of money which this district 

circulates. I presume that one time of the year differs from another very 
materially, in point of the extent of your business. What number of letters do 
you post for Waterford m the course of a week at the busy time of the year 
from Milford ? — It varies very much. ’ 

1841. Take the busiest time of the year, and the average of a week. What is 
die largest number you have ever posted in a week ?— I suppose in a week from 
20 to 30 . 

1 S42. What number more is it likely you would post, if this remedy were 
adopted ? — We should do considerably more business with Waterford. 

1843. Then that would increase your postage, I suppose?— It would con- 
siderably increase it. I should say to from 30 to 40 . 

1 844. Instead of 20 or 30 , it would be 30 or 40 ?— Yes. 

1845. In the dead time of the year, what would be the average number of 
letters in a week ? — Some 10 or 13 . ' 

1846. That number might be increased, perhans, from 15 to 20 Probably • 

I cannot tell exactly. ’ ^ ’ 

1 847. Mr. IjiddelLI You have said that in this manufacturing district, as 

1 understood you, there are other establishments ; are there many other establish- 
ments as large as your own throughout this district ?— There are a good many 
very nearly as large. ■’ 

1848. And you presume that the correspondence at those separate establish- 
ments IS pretty nearly as large as your own ?— I should say so. 

1849. Wscount Aftwc/r.] That rests, I presume, upon your own opinion; you 
have already stated what is your own correspondence with Waterford. I think 
the Honourable Member's question was put with a view to ascertaining what the 
general correspondence of Milford with Waterford is. Have you any idea of 
what the whole correspondence from Milford sub-post to Waterford is in a week 
—I should suppose 400 or 500 a month, the whole post. 

1850. That is about 2 /. a month. Have you any idea as to whether the 
railway would send an additional bag for 2 /. a month for the Post-office ?— But 
you must take into account all the other districts, the remainder of the district 
which would be equally served: it is not merely Milford, I only spoke of 
Milford as one locality; but all the other districts along the line of railway are in 
Uie same position. Gowfan, for instance, is much in the same position. Lord 
Clifton’s agent was speaking to me the other day about the posting arrange- 
ments ; they are in an extraordinary fix there. 

185 1 . There is not much trade between Gowran and Waterford, is there ?— 
There is a good deal of grain purchased in the course of a season, more than 
you would suppose; it is a very large wheat-growing district, one of the largest 
m that part of the country. 

i8p. Have you any idea of what the expense to the Post-office of an addi- 
tional tram would be ?— No, I have no idea ; but as I said before, it ought not 
to be expensive, for the same day staff would answer the purpose ; I should say 
4 s. a mile they ought to be very well satisfied with. 

1 8,53. What is the distance from Milford to Waterford ’—About 50 miles. 

i S54. Two shillings a mile would be 5 1 , a day r — Yes. 

I S55. And 3mu have shown ns that the Milford post-office pays 2 1 . a month ? 
—But then you would accommodate Bagnalstown, and you would accommodate 
henagh, you would accommodate Leighlinbridge, you would accommodate 
Goresbndge, and you would accommodate Gowfan and Carlow. 

1856. Gowran and Goresbridge have a direct mail post to Waterford every 
night, have they not? — I am not aware of that. 

1857. They have? — I know that when we receive letters from Gowran, the 
tnim IS just the same as from Waterford ; our Gowran letters go back to Kilkenny, 
and go from Kilkenny to Dublin, and come back to us by the day train. 

1858. Sir S. Northcote.^ Does the day train that goes from Carlow to Water- 
lord stop at the Milford station? — Yes. 
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UAUeoulu. E.,, 1859. Would there be much difficulty in arranging that your bags should be 

— — taken up there, instead of having a communication between i\Jiitord. and Larlow ' 

16 July 1 855. —I should say not ; but that would be a very little advantage to us ; we receive 
our letters generally by that mail from Dublin, consequently we cannot answer 
by the same train. ^ , 

i860. Is there any direct mail from Waterford to Carlow by the railway 5— 

I think not. , , x 1 1 u.l 

j 861 . There is a day mail from Waterford to Carlow : — 1 understand there is. 

1862. Do you know what time that leaves Waterford ?— No ; I am told about 

half-past eleven ; except occasionally, our business done before eleven o’clock in 
the day in Waterford is so small, that it would be of very little value to us, it 
would be only once in a way; we must have a day in Waterford to make it 
satisfactory. . ■ • i_ • 

1863. Mr. Grogan.] So that your representations amount to this, that m 
addition to the present day mail from Dublin to Waterford, and vice versa, you 
should have a night mail traversing the same route ?— Precisely so. 

1 864. And the sub-post to Milford should receive its bags directly from the 
mail trains at the Milford railway station instead of at Carlow ?— Tes. 

1865. Are those your suggestions ?— Yes. 

1866. In the event of a delivery at this railway station you conceive the 
expense of a runner, which the Post-office now pays, would be saved?— Yes. 

1 867. And that the postal inconvenience of which you complained would be 
redressed in that way ? — It would. 

t868. Would the same remark, as far as you know, apply to the ditterent 
milling establishments adjoining the railway stations to which you have referred ? 

i86q. Mr. Sarrow.] Which main post town would you wish to become a 
sub-post ? — If you abandoned your runner from Carlow, you must have a bag made 
up for Milford at some main post town ; you do not expect a bag for Milford with 
three or four letters a day to be specially made up at four or five post towns ; yon 
do not expect a separate bag to be made up at Waterford, for instance, with three or 
four letters, for every sub-post ? — That would be a question for the rost-omce. 

1870. But you have some notion of the expense which an establishment to 
do all that would involve, surely ? — We are quite satisfied to allow our letters to 
remain in Carlow for the night ; to be still a sub-post to Carlow. 

1871. Then you would not get rid of the runner r — No, not in that case. 

1 8-2. Mr. Grogan.] Still it would be a great mercantile convenience to you 
if tiie^nisht mail from Waterford delivered your letters at Carlow, so that you 
could ae't them early in the morning? — That would be quite sufficient for us ; 
we want to receive our letters in the morning, in order to act upon them in the 

course of the day. .1 -u-i * j 

1873 Viscount MoncL] Do you think it would be worth while to spend a 
couple of thousands a year to run a train for that purpose?— We are a very 
important district ; we are a country district, no doubt, extending from Kilkenny 
to Carlow ; we are not attached to a very large town ; but we pay a great deal 
towards the countrv, and I think we are entitled to accommodation. 

1874 But as the expense of this train alone, without reference to the addi- 
tional persons in the Post-office who would be employed to make up the bags, 
would be 1 825 /. a year, I think you can hardly require such an expenditure for 

the sake of a second delivery?— You must consider that the night mail is the 
principal delivery for all mercantile men. xtt . r 4 • .-u 

iSA But do you consider that vour correspondence with Waterford is the 
principal part of your correspondence ?— No ; but the Waterford correspondence 
is as important 10 us as any other. 

1 876 But do you think it would be right for the Government to pay nearly 
2 000 L a year additional for a mail of that importance ?— We had formerly 
accommodation before the railways w’ere established, by the mail coach running 
throu-di We had our post bv the night mail delivered to us in the morning; 
we ha°d our going-out post the following night delivered to Waterford and other 
towns the following morning. Why should we be put in a worse position now 
than we were formerly ? , 

1877. Chainiian.] I think you stated in the early part of your evidence, mar 

you were actually put in a worse position now than you were some few years ago, 
in consequence of the mail coaches being done up? — Considerably; the direct 
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mail from Waterford to Dublin passed through Carlow at night, delivering our 
letters which we got in the morning. 

1878. A question was put to you about 2,000 1. a year additional expense for 
accommodating you ; have you heard that the railway will undertake to supply 
all that district with much better postal accommodation without any additional 
expense to the Post-office ? — I heard it suggested that the bag might be carried 
by some goods train ; I do not know how ; I heard something of that sort 
suggested. 

1879. Viscount Monck.'] Do you know anything of the working of this rail- 
way? — Very little ; except so far as concerns myself. 

1 880. Mr. Grogan.'] With your knowledge of Ireland, is there any so impor- 
tant a milling district in all Ireland put together as the district which you have 
been describing ? — I should say not. 

1 88 1 . As regards the south of Ireland, it may be called the milling district of 
the south of Ireland?— It is the largest. 

1882. The largest in extent and tlie largest in amount of capital circulated by 
means of its establishments ? — I should say it is as large as any. 

1883. And therefore you conceive that you have a considerable claim upon 
the Post-office for getting every reasonable facility from the Post-office for the 
transaction of your business which they can afford you ? — We do. 

1884. Particularly with the railway running past your door ?~We are happy 
to do whatever the Post-office want. 

188.5. Barrow.] Would it be worth your while to have a bag made up 
for yourself at Carlow, to be thrown down by one of those railway conveyances 
at Milford? — It would not alter our case ; what we require is a night post from 
Waterford ; some means of bringing our letters from Waterford, so as to reach 
us the following morning. 

1 88d. Then am I to understand that your main object is now merely a night 
post from Waterford ? — It is. 

1887. But you have been dwelling very much upon the point of a second 
delivery to your place in the course of the day ? — The weight of our grievance is 
not having our letters from Waterford forwarded by the night train, so as to 
receive them the following morning. 

1888. Viscount Monck.] You stated in reply to the honourable Chairman 
that you were worse off at Milford than before the railway was established ? — 
Yes. ‘ 

1889. Had you any post at all at Milford before that time? — Yes, in those 
days we got our letters early in the morning. 

1890. Should you mind having your mail-bag sent out of Milford at five 
instead of its being sent out at six? — I do not see that that would be much 
convenience. 

1891. Then that, without the employment of the railway, would enable you 
to send a letter direct to Waterford that night from Carlow, so that if you 
memorialised the Post-office for that change, that will enable you to overtake the 
train from Carlow, which goes with the Waterford mail?— But how are we to 
receive information to-morrow morning from Waterford? We want to act upon 
certain matters which we suppose are going on in Waterford this evening; we 
want to hear of those to-morrow morning, and to act upon them daring 
the day. 

189*2. Do not YOU get a letter posted in Waterford by the midday mail r — • 
A letter which is posted in Waterford by six o’clock does not arrive in Carlow 
until the midday mail next day. 

1893. You have time enough, between that and five o’clock, to write again: 
— It is with us about one o’clock. 

1894. Chairman.] How does it come Rom Carlow to you? — By our own 
special messenger. 

1895. At what time does it come by the post-office runner? — Not till the next 
morning. The post is not delivered to us until half-past seven the next 
morning. 

1 896. Viscount Monck^ That is because you are a sub-post ? — Yes, if we 
had a bag by the night post, the whole evil along the line would be remedied. 

1S97. Chairman^] Or if they would restore you the old mail-coach .- — Yes. 

1898. Viscount Then you would have to send a special messenger 

for all your letters to Carlow ? — Precisely so. 

0.6-2. Q 1S99. Can 
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1899. Can you get a letter now the same as you could in the olden times ? — 
No, we cannot now get a letter posted in Waterford till the next day, under any 
circumstances, and it is too late for us to act upon it that day. Our hours of 
business are over. 

1900. Mr. Grogan."] At what time do you post your night letters at Milford 
at present ? — About six o’clock. 

1901. At what time do they leave Carlow, as far as you know; the mail ? — I 
cannot tell. 

1902. But is it sent by the same mail as that which carries the Dublin letters 
from Carlov; ? — It is ; it goes in the same bag. 

Henry Alcock Fletcher, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

1903. Chairman.] ARE you connected witli the Waterford and Kilkenny 
Railway as traffic manager ? — lam. 

1904. Do you reside chiefly in Kilkenny? — I do. 

1905. At your principal office? — Yes. 

1906. 1 believe there is at present a day mail conveyed by the Waterford and 
Kilkenny Railway ? — There is. 

1907. That is to Waterford and from Waterford? — Yes; that is the Dublin 
and Waterford mail, as well as the local mail. 

1908. What are the terms paid by the Post-office for that day mail ? — Six- 
pence per mile. 

1909. Do you consider that pays the company very well? — No, it is not 
pajnug the company ; for the time at which they require the mail to be run 
necessitates an additional engine and steam, whicli cost the company some 20/. 
a week extra, and therefore it is a loss to them ; but if it were so arranged that 
we could do without this additional engine and steam, I should consider it a 
fair price. 

1910. Is there any intention of continuing that? — No; the company have 
given the Post-office notice to discontinue it. 

1911. Then if the railway company gives up the contract with the Post-office 
there would be no day mail conveyed by train from Kilkenny to Waterford r — 
Not by the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway. 

1912. Is there any other way of conveying it? — There is away by the Water- 
ford and Limerick Railway, but I think there is no doubt that the Post-office 
could get it conveyed by road from Kilkenny or some point upon the South- 
eastern line in as good time as they could by the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway. 

1913. There is no other possible amingement or w'ay by which the Waterford 
post could be served as well as it is now served by the Waterford and Kilkenny 
Railway ? — Certainly not. 

1914. Are you acquainted with the postal arrangements of all that district 
between Kilkenny and Waterford ? — I cannot say that I am acquainted with all 
of them, but I think with the principal arrangements I am. 

1915. Are you aware of any proposal or any suggestion made to the Post- 
office by which the postal service of all that district might lie worked in a more 
efficient and speedy manner without any additional expense to the Post-office r 
— Yes, or with a slight additional expense; the South Eastern Railway Com- 
pany and ours have had various conferences upon the subject, and I took the 
opportunity myself of speaking to Lord Canning upon the subject, and also vvith 
Mr. Rowland Hill. 

1916. Mr. Grogan.] Will you describe what you mean by the South Eastern 
Company? — What I mean by the South Eastern is the railway from Carlow to 
Kilkenny; it is a continuation of the direct route from Dublin to Waterford. 

1917. Your line takes it up from Kilkenny to Waterford, and the South 
Eastern from Carlow to Kilkenny? — Yes. 

1918. Chairman.] The Great Southern and Western on that line comes from 
Carlow to Dublin ? — Yes. 

1919. Parting with the main line at Kildare ; — ^Yes. 

1920. And then the South Eastern Railway commences at Carlow, and comes 
to Kilkenny ? — Yes. 

1921. And then the Waterford and Kilkenny commences at Kilkenny, and 
terminates at Waterford? — Yes. 

1922. You 
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1922. You were stating that you had some communication with Lord Canning 
and Mr. Rowland Hill upon the subject to which my question referred? — Yes. 

1923. Have you any statement to make to the Committee upon that subject? 
— The proposals which I thought would meet the views of the Post-office and 
the railway companies, as well as give increased facilities to the public, were 
simply these: there is at present a night mail conveyed between Dublin and 
Wexford by a four-horse coach; it embraces the route from Dublin through 
Bray and Gorey to Wexford ; it is a four-horse mail-coach, and costs, I believe, 
something like 1,600 A to 1,800/. a year. 

1924. Mr. Grogan^ That is along the sea-coast from Dublin? — It is between 
the sea-coast and the Great Southern and Western Railway; we thought that 
the Wexford mails could be conveyed by the Great Southern and Western 
and the Irish South Eastern lines as far as Bagnalstown, which is midway 
between Carlow and Kilkenny to Wexford, by either a one-horse or a pair-horse 
car; we supposed that the service between Dublin, through Bray to Gorey, 
could be performed by a similar conveyance, that is, by a one-horse car, because 
the weight of the Wexford mails, which we considered were heavier than any 
of the others, would lighten that mail so much that there would be no difficulty 
in sending it by either a one-horse or a two-horse car ; we thought that that 
would enable the Post-office to add something to the amount which they pay for 
the service as between Maryborough, their station on the Great Southern and 
Western Railway, and Waterford, for the conveyance of the Kilkenny and 
Waterford mails to Thomastown, Kilross, and Waterford; and also for the 
service, which is performed now by a one-horse car, between Maryborough, 
Stradbally, Athy, Carlow, and Leighlin Bridge, we thought that the surplus, 
from the amount which they would pay as between the car between Dublin and 
Gorey and Bagnalstown and Wexford, and the price they paid for a pair-horse 
car from Maryborough to W aterford, and Maryborough to all the other places 
named, Stradbally, Athy, and Carlow, would put the companies in a position to 
make an offer by which it would be done for about the same money ; in which 
case we considered that the service would he more efficiently performed to the 
Post-office aiid the public by railway direct from Dublin to Waterford, because, 
in the first place, it would bring the mails into Waterford at about 12 o’clock at 
night, which would enable the Post-office to communicate with the lower part of 
the county of Waterford and that district at a much earlier time than theycannow, 
as the mails ai’rive there at about half-past four or five o'clock in the morning. 

1925. Is that the nature of the plan you proposed? — Yes. 

1956. Mr. Was that the proposition you submitted to the Post- 

master-general r — No ; it was the proposition which 1 spoke of to Mr. Rowland 
Hill ; the proposition was never officially made to the Post-office. 

1927. That was a suggestion made by you to Mr. Rowland Hill for the 
carriage of the mails for the whole of the South-eastern part of Ireland ? — Yes, 
and was a suggestion which, 1 believe, met with the approbation of the South 
Eastern Company. 

1928. What was Mr. Rowland Hill’s answer to that? — There was another 
matter which I stated to him before he gave any opinion upon that matter, which 
was this : that I viewed, myself, that a mail leaving Dublin at half-past seven, and 
arriving in Waterford at 12 o’clock at night has not exactly the character of a 
night mail, strictly speaking, inasmuch as the South Eastern Company and the 
Waterford and Kilkenny Company would occupy their ordinary day staff in 
superintending trains running in this manner that would be for the down-mail. 
That the up-mail, if it left Waterford at half-past seven or eight o’clock would 
be quite a day mail from Waterford, and would only partake of the character of 
a night mail when it got upon the Great Southern and Western at the other end 
of the line ; therefore I thought those companies could afford to make an offer 
for the service, which they could not afford to do if it went beyond 12 o’clock at 
night, and I thought, looking at the district hot being over-wealthy, that unless 
the railways could come into something like the economical views of the Post- 
office, so as not to cost them very much more ai any I'ate than they were paying 
at present, we should have very great difficulty in getting the mails by 
railway at all ; and I considered it w’as a very uncomfortable thing to the 
districts of Waterford, that they could not get from Dublin later than half- 



past five at night; I think at that time it was four o’clock; it is now half- 
past five. I thought it would be a very great accommodation to the people 
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of Kilkenny and Waterford if they could leave Dublin at half-past seven, and get 
into Waterford at 12 o’clock at night; it would enable them to have what they 
have never had yet, except for a very short time, and they have it not now at any 
rate, the means of getting from Waterford to Dublin and back in a day. I think 
it would also develop the trafhc, and be of very great service to the railway in 
that respect. Mr. Rowland Hill said, he thought it was a very feasible plan, 
from the way in which it had been put before him, and if it could be put so 
officially, he thought the Post-office would be very glad to entertain it. 

1929. Was it ever brought officially before the Post-office? — No. 

1930. Upon the occasion of that communication with Mr. Rowland Hill, 
did you go into the details of the savings which would be effected in the different 
parts of the proposal ? — No ; I think we both understood it at once ; there were 
no details entered into as to the amount. 

1931. Can you give the Committee the details ? — I have not had access to the 
Post-office books, so as to know what they pay, but I think it is contained very 
nearly here. 

1 932. Can you give the Committee the estimate upon which your suggestion is 
based ? — Yes. 

1933. Will you first state the economies that would be effected by the new 
plan, and then the expense? — I can state what we supposed was the cost of the 
present service, but the amount we should have proposed to do it for is not here, 
because this was a matter of calculation amongst ourselves, and we never arrived 
at it ; that is to say, we did not come to it so closely as to make an offer. 

1 93^. But have you any doubt in your mind, from your experience of the con- 
duct of the Waterford and Kilkenny railway, and of that part of the country, that 
the arrangement might be made for the transmission of the mails, not greatly in 
excess of the present expense incurred by the Post-office, which would afford all 
the convenience which the parties require ? — I am entirely of that opinion. 

1935. Supposing such an arrangement should be come to, will you describe 
what, according to your plan, w'ould be the arrival and dispatch of the letters, 
both day and night, from Dublin to Waterford r — As I understand the question 
at present, the Dublin mails starting at half-past seven would arrive in Carlow 
at half-past nine, at Kilkenny half-past ten, and Waterford by twelve, or a little 
before twelve. 

1 936. And in your opinion, those hours would be virtually a day service ? — 
I do not intend to say that it would be virtually a day service, but I say that the 
companies would be able with a very little additional expense, such as giving 
the porters a few shillings a week extra for sitting up the additional time, and so 
on, to make it partake of the double character of day and night service, and I 
think that the companies ought to be satisfied with something between the two. 

1937. It would not entail, in your opinion, upon the Post-office or the railway 
company the heavy expenses necessarily attendant upon the night service r — 
Take the mail up ; the up-mail could be dealt with in two different ways ; I ap- 
prehend that in such a case the Post-office would give the time; the up-mail 
would leave Waterford about half-past seven. 

1938. As it does at present? — Yes, it would arrive at Kilkenny at a quarter 
before nine, and could be dispatched 011 to Dublin by a train w'hich now leaves 
Kilkenny at nine o’clock ; that is a goods train ; it would travel on the average 
about 15 miles an hour, and would arrive in Dublin about four o’clock ; now the 
night mail arrives there at half-past four, so that it would be before it, or it could 
leave the bags at the Kildare junction ; that is one plan. 

1939. Mr. Liddell^ I think I understood you- to say, the goods train would 
leave Kilkenny only a quarter of an hour after the arrival of the train from 
Waterford ; is that so ? — Yes ; in the case of all the ordinary day drains now 
between Dublin and Waterford, there is a margin of 10 minutes in some 
instances, and 1.5 in others. 

1940. Is no inconvenience found to be caused by that very limited margin ? — 
No. 

1941. Sir S. Northcote.'] You said it would arrive in Dublin at 4 o’clock, and 
that the night mail arrives at half-past four ? — Yes. 

1942. What do you mean by the night mail ? — The up night mail from 
Cork. 

1943. Mr. Barroio.'] This arrangement would not benefit Carlow at all? — 
I think it would be a great advantage to Carlow. 

1944. It 
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3 944. It would go from Kilkenny through Carlow ? —Yes, by railway. 

^ 945 - There is a large district between Dublin and Wexford which is at present 
served by a mail coach ? — Yes. 

1946. Is that district a district of any considerable population?— It has not 
41 very heavy population ; but I cannot give you the details. 

^ 947 * Not a population likely to complain so much of the loss of a mail 
coach as a more dense population? — My view does not go to the length of 
taking off the mail altogether. I should propose to substitute a mail car as far 
as Gorey. We estimated that that service could be efficiently performed for 
500 ^. a year, because by taking off the heavy mails that go to Wexford, it could 
be as well done by car as by coach. 

194B. You assume that the parties in the district would not complain of the 
change? — I do not think there is anything like the commercial interest involved 
in that district that there is between Waterford and Kilkenny. 

3949. Mr. GroganP\ Is it within your knowledge that a railway is in course 
of construction from Bagnaistown to VVexford? — Yes. 

^950* When that railway shall be established, do you imagine that the 
residents of^ the town of Wextbrd and its vicinity will be inconvenienced by the 
loss of this four-horse coach? — No, certainly not; my impression is that 
the people of Wexford would take it as a boon to get up to Bagnaistown and 
thence by railway instead of a four-horse coach. 

19.51. Chairm.an.'] By your plan, Wexford and ail the intermediate towns 
would be as well served by the delivery of their mails by the one or two-horse 
car which you propose, as they are novv liy the four-horse coach ?— I should 
think better. 

1952. Then the complaint that has been made of the loss of the mail coaches 
arises from the postal service not being so good as it w'as by the mail coaches ? 
— I should think so. 

^ 95 . 3 - But your substitute would place them in the same position, if not in 
a better ? — It would. 

3954- Have you anything else to state to the Committee? — There was another 
plan tor the up-mail proposed by one of the officers of the Great Southern and 
Western; he suggested that instead of sending the Waterford mail from Kil- 
kenny by a goods train, the passenger train should I'un straight through ; 
I apprehend there would be very little difficulty in that, provided the South 
Eastern Company and ourselves could bring the Great Southern and Y’estern to 
run a train of their own ; I do not see why they should not ; there is a train 
leaves Kilkenny now at half-past six in the evening for ordinary passenger 
traffic j it IS the last train to Dublin. If they started their train at half-past 
eight instead of half-past six, it would become the mail-train. 

i 9 .') 5 - W’ould that bring them into connexion with the Great Southern and 
Western train at the junction ? — If the Great Southern and Western would run 
.it through, the half-past six train from Kilkenny runs through. I should suggest 
the train leaving Kilkenny at half-past eight, and running through to Dublin, 
instead of leaving at half-past six. I cannot see tliat it would prejudice their 
traffic. 

1956. Mr. Grogan,} 1 apprehend that your suggestion involves the change of 
two Jiours later departure of the train from Kilkenny than at present ?— Yes. 

1957-^And you see no practical difficulty in your part of the line from Water- 
ford to Kilkenny in meeting that ?— Not the least. 

^ 95B. What objection has the Great Southern and Western raised to the plan ? 
— 1 am not aware they have made any objection as to the train. 

^ 9 o 9 - Viscount Monck.'] Do they make any other objection ?■ — I do not know-- 
that I am at liberty to say ; I mean, that I can state of my own knowledge, with 
great certainty, that they would have no objection to that as a mail question ; 
but 1 have an idea, whether it is from mv own suggestions or from bearin'^ it 
from other people, I cannot say, but I have a notion to this effect, that the Great 
Southern and Western are very tenacious of introducing any tiling like a mail 
upon their line, at a less price than they are receiving for the nidit mail. 
I can quite understand that ; but I do not think it would hold good“at all iii 
this case, because it is quite clear to me that there is a difference between a 
company that runs a train through to Cork, which involves the employment of 
every hour in the night, and a company which only runs a train up to 12 o’clock. 
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I do not think that their objection could, in the mind of reasonable men, prejudice 
their entire night-mail question, though I dare say they would consider it so. 

1960. But, as far as I understand, your opinion or your notion is, that the 
practical difficulty of carrying out your liberal propositions would arise with the 
Great Southern and Western Company ? — I should apprehend it would, though 
I cannot say that I feel entirely justified in stating that ; it is an opinion merely. 

1961. Mr. Grogan^ The position of the Great Southern and Western would 
be, that the train which they now run should be delayed two hours in the 
evening? — Yes, delayed two hours later than at present; I think it could be 
done by an hour and a half later. 

1 962. At present it arrives in Dublin at 10 o’clock ? — Yes. 

1963. But by your proposal it would be delayed two hours ? — Yes, by using 
the junction at Lavistown, two miles and a half out of Kilkenny, upon which 
portion of the line both the Waterford and Kilkenny and the South Eastern 
trains have to run ; that is to say, the Waterford train runs into Kilkenny two 
miles and a half, and runs out again two miles and a half ; they would shorten 
the distance five miles. 

1964. Chairman.'] if the junction there were cut off by running direct to 
Dublin, it would save five miles of the Waterford journey direct to Dublin? — 
Yes. 

1965. Mr. Grogan.] The attendance necessary upon that train on its arrival 
in Dublin, and on that portion of the Great Southern and Western Line, would 
be something like the attendance that would be requisite upon the lower part of 
your line upon a train? — Yes. 

1966. And that attendance you think some slight additional expenditure 
would cover ?— Yes ; and I think the expenditure would be so trifling, that 
neither the Great Southern and Western nor ourselves should make it any 
obstacle to carrying out such a plan as this. 

1 967. What is the payment made to the Great Southern and Western for the 

day-trains?— One shilling a mile. _ 

1968. What is the payment made to yourselves for the day-trains . Six- 

pence. it 

1969. What is the payment made to the South Eastern?— Fourpence ; but i 
apprehend the night and day service are two very distinct things ; 1 have been 
speaking throughout of the night service, but the day service is unquestionable. 

1970. Chairman.] That is, you speak of a late day service ?— Yes. 

1971. Mr. Liddell] I understood you to say some time ago, that this propo- 
sition of yours had been submitted to Mr. Rowland Hill? — That is, in a 
conversational way, but not in an official way. 

1972. Are you at liberty to state to the Committee why it has not been 
presented to him in an official way ? — That has arisen from circumstances which 
peculiarly belong to the railway ; there have been very important matters before 
us respecting the working of those lines, which rendered it unadvisable at the 
time to proceed with anything fresh until we had settled the basis of our own 
operations ; I do not know that I have liberty to go further than that ; you may 
imagine amalgamations or different ways of working. 

] 973. Viscount Monde.] Do you feel yourselves now in a position to make a 
proposition of that sort ?— I should say we are now. ^ c- 1 

1 074. Has this proposition ever been submitted to the Great Southern and 
Western Company ?— Not by me, I think ; it has been submitted through the 
South Eastern Board, but I am not connected with that company officially, and 
cannot say positively, though I have reason to believe it was, because I remember 
a conversation which must have arisen out of this having been submitted to 

them in some shape or other. _ vir- i*- -if 

1975. You have already expressed an apprehension that difiiculties migut 
arise with that company in carrying it into execution; have you any idea as to 
whether those difficulties are of such a character as would yield to argument and 
persuasion ?— Yes ; I think, if the South Eastern Company and ourselves were 
united in our efforts upon the matter, we could bring about that arraugeraent. 
I do not apprehend, if we got so far, and could bring the Great Southern and 
Western over, but that everything might be arranged. I think it could be 
shown to Mr. Rowland Hill that the two services were totally distinct; 
one was partly a night and day service, and that the other was a purely night 
^ ° service,. 
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service, and if they would not use our carr5ung the mail as a precedent against n. A. F/etcher, 
the Great Southern and Western ; if that could be got over, that would do it. T^sq. 

1976. You have mentioned the disparity of the price paid to the Great isjui i8-r 

Southern and Western, and to your line and others ; looking at the map of the ^ “ y ^ jj- 

country, is it not natural to suppose that the Great Southern and Western ought 
to receive a larger remuneration than other railways, inasmuch as they are the 
great trunk line that distributes all the postal communication through the 
south of Ireland? — I do not think that, but I look upon the day service as 
rather an injustice, and the way in which it is dealt with by the Post-office 
as rather an injustice upon the smaller companies. Their mode of proceeding 
is this : they pay the Great Southern and Western I s. per mile for the day- 
mails, reserving to themselves the nomination of the time of the train starting 
from either end, Cork or Dublin. I know that if the Great Southern and 
Western start a train at eight o’clock in the morning, the smaller companies 
going down to Waterford or Kilkenny must work with it, inasmuch as there is 
the through traffic ; they take advantage of that circumstance to put a small 
price upon the small companies for the day service. 

^977- But on the other hand, is not the Post-office very much in the power 
of the Great Southern and T^'estern Railway, because, take for instance, your 
ow’n line : the Post-office cannot get a letter to your line without travelling over 
the Great Southern and Western ; therefore they must to a certain extent accede 
to their terms before they can get access to your railway at all ? — They must 
accede to their terms, because the Great Southern, like all other companies, have 
the right to appeal to arbitration; there is no power that has not been exercised 
by both. 

1978. And over and above that, the Great Southern and Western enjoy the 
monopoly r — Just reversing your idea, we have always considered that the Great 
Southern and Western were in the power of the Post-office ; the proof is this, 
that the Great Southern and Western run their trains at the dictation of the 
Post-office, and I think, where parties are dictated to, they are in the power of the 
persons dictating to them. 

1979- They give them a good price in consequence? — Yes. 

1980. Chairman.'\ Your desire is, that they should treat the other railways as 
they treat the Great Southern and Western? — We should be delighted ; I wish 
they would. 

1981. Mr. Grogan^ The case you would submit to Mr. Rowland Hill would 
be such as in your opinion would satisfy any reasonable man as to utility and 
price ? — Yes. 

1982. With regard to the suggestion for the transmission of the mails in this 
district which you have described to the Committee, have you made any official 
proposal? — No. 

1983. Was it from any apprehension upon your part that the Great Southern 
and Western would positively object to that part of it, or did it arise from private 
-arrangements connected with your own company, that you were not in a con- 
dition at that time to make a formal proposal ? — Private arrangements connected 
with our own company. 

1984. It is not from any apprehension on your part, that that part of it 
devolving upon the Great Southern and Western would break down from the 
refusal of that company ? — No. 

19B5. Chairman.'] Do you wish to make any further statement to the 
Committee ? — No. 

Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

1986. Viscount MonckJ] WHAT is your employment and connexion with the A. Trollope, Esq. 

Post-office? — I am a Post-office surveyor. 

1987. Are you acquainted with the localities which the Committee have been 
inquiring into ? — I am. 

1988. Are you surveyor of the district in question? — I am not. 

1989. Who is the surveyor? — The surveyor of the south of Ireland is Mr. 

.Kendrick. 

1990. How long have you left that part of Ireland? — About three years; 

-Mr. Kendrick is not surveyor over the whole district now under the consi- 

0.62. . Q 4 deration 
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1991 . You have been employed over the whole of it ? — Yes ; by chance it 
has happened that I have been through the whole country. 

1992 . Mr. Groprm.] Does your |>resent engagement' under the Post-office- 
necessarily bring under your notice this district ?— I am at present surveyor in 
Ireland, but not in the south of Ireland ; I came direct from Ireland here. 

1993 * Are the postal arrangements into which the Committee are inquiring 
under the control and management of yourself?— No, they are not under my 
control and arrangement at Waterford ; but I am acquainted ' with them all, and 
have the means of knowing all the particulars. 

•9Q4- Chairman.'] Up to this moment? — Up to this moment. My head- 
quarters are in Dublin. 

^995- Viscount Monck.] Are the post deliveries of letters and the 'dispatches 
of letters from all the large towns in Ireland to Dublin generally the most 
important ?— Certainly. 

1996 . What has been the effect, in your opinion, of the use of railways in the 
transmission of the post upon those large towns in the south of Ireland with 
which we have been dealimi before this Commitee, Waterford, Clonmel, and so 
on ? — I think I can show the Commitee that the effect of the use of railways over 
every large town in the south of Ireland has been a most important improvement. 

1997 . Just mention some, if you please ?— To take the arrival of the mails at 
Cork we will say in 1846 ; the night mail into Cork arrived at 2.30 p. m. ■, that 
is to say; the mail which left London on Monday night reached Cork at 
2.30 p.m. on Wednesday; it now arrives at 2 a. m. on Wednesday ; the same 
mail reached Limerick at 8.33 a. m., it now arrives at 2.55 a. m. 

1998 . Chairman^ That is by the use of the railway.? — Solely by the use of 
the railway. It reached Waterford at 8 a. m., and now reaches Waterford at 
4.45 a. m., it then reached Clonmel at 7.43 a. m., it now reaches it at 3.30 a. m. 

^999- That is not by railway entirely ?— It is by the use of the railway that 
that acceleration has been given. 

2000 . My question is; that is not by the use of the railway entirely ; the 
whole way? — The acceleration has been entirely caused by the use of the rail- 
way; it does not reach Clonmel by railway, but it reaches Clonmel at 3.30,, 
instead of 7.43, which is a great acceleration; the acceleration is altogether 
caused by the railway. 

200 J . Viscount Monck.] We all know that the mails do not go the whole way 
to those places by rail? — No ; the mails do not go to Waterford and Clonmel the 
whole way by railway. 

2002 . Chairman^ Nor to Limerick? — No; but the acceleration has been 
caused by the use of the railway. At Dungarvan the night-mail arrived at 11.55 
a.m., it now arrives at 7.45. a. m. If the Committee choose, 1 can show the 
disi)atch in the same way. 

2003 . Viscount Have you got that on the paper there ? — Yes ; the 

dispatch ot the night mail from Cork was at 10.30 a. m. The same dispatch is- 
now 10.15 p. m. The dispatch from Limerick was 4 p. m., it is now 9.15 p. m. 
from Waterford it was 4 p. m. ; from Waterford now it is 7.21 p. m. 

2004 . Mr. Grogan.] Those are the Dublin and London night mails ? — Yes. 
Clonmel was 4.47 p. m.,it is now 8.45 p. m. Dungarvan was 12.5 p.m., it is 
now 4.30 p.m. If the Committee wish, I can give the day mails in the same way. 
The arrival of the day mail at Cork was at 7.30 a. m.. it is now at 3 p. m. on 
the preceding day. There was no day mail to Limerick, it is now at 12.25 p. m. 
There was no day mail to Waterford, it is now 1.20 p. m. There was no day 
mail to Clonmel, it is now at 3 p. m. There was no day mail to Dungarvan, it 
is now at 6 p. m. I have the same particulars as regards Kilkenny, Carlow, 
Cashel and Cahir ; it shows the same increased advantage to those towns as 
regards the day mail ; but the night mails were nearly same to those towns before 
as the mails now. 

2005 . This is a comparison of the arrivals of the day and night mails in the 
towns you have mentioned; to what period does it refer ? — To the time before the 
use of the railways in Ireland, and the acceleration as effected by the use of the* 
railways. 

2006 . Comparing what years ? — Comparing 1846 with 1855. 

2007 . When 
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2007 . When did the penny postage come in operation ? — The penny postage 
came into operation in 1839, I think. 

2008 . Consequently it is under the penny postage ? — But many years since 
its commencement. There is added to the table a return of what the arrivals 
would be if the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used as has been pro- 
posed. 

2009 . Viscount Monck.l Will you state, if you please, what the benefit derived 
by those several transmissions, would be, if the Waterford and Limerick Railway 
were used, taking first the Dublin mail? — To Cork it would give nothing. At 
Limerick, the arrival would be 1.35 a. m. of the night mail instead of 2.55 ; 
there would be no additional advantage as regards the day mail. 

2010 . Chairman^ That is carried all the way by rail, I believe? — It is. 
At Waterford the arrival of the night mail would be 3.10 a.m., instead of 4.45 a.ra. ; 
the day mail would not be accelerated. 

20 J 1 . That is conveyed entirely by rail at present ?— Yes. The arrival at 
Clonmel of the night mail would be 1.40 a. m., instead of 3.30 a. m. ; and the 
day mail at 2 p. m. instead of 3 p. m. At Dungarvan, the arrival of the night 
mail would be 5.55 a. m., instead of 7.45 a. m. ; the arrival of the day mail could 
not be accelerated. 

2012 . Mv. Maguire.'] When does the day mail at Dungarvan arrive ? — At six; 
it conld not be accelerated. 

20 1 ;j. Will you demonstrate that to the Committee ? — I will do so if you wish ; 
but if you will allow me, I will first complete the table. The dispatch from Cork 
would be the same as at present, both day and night. The dispatch from Lime- 
rick of the night mail would be 10.35 p. m., instead of 9.15. The dispatch of 
the day mail would not be altered. The dispatch of the night mail from Water- 
ford would be 9 p. m., instead of 7.21 ; the day mail would not be altered. The 
dispatch of the night mail from Clonmel would be 10.30 p. m., instead of 8.45 ; 
the dispatch of the day mail would be 11 a.m., instead of 10.10. The dispatch 
of the night mail from Dungarvan would be 6 p. m., instead of 4.30 ; the dispatch 
of the day mail would not be altered. The Committee will observe from that, 
that no earlier delivery of the night mail would be given at any town except at 
Dungarvan, and that the delivery there would be at 7 a. m., instead of 8.15. 

2014 . Chairman.] Are you speaking now of the Dublin night mail? — Yes, 
that the arrival by the night mail would be only improved to Dungarvan, and 
that there the delivery would be at 7 a. m., instead of 8.15. 

2015 . Mr. F. Scully.] Did you not say that the arrival of the night mail at 
Clonmel from Dublin was at half-past 3 in the morning ? — Yes, but the letters 
could not be delivered any earlier at Clonmel ; the arrival would be earlier, but 
the earlier arrival would be useless. Dungarvan is served from Clonmel, and I am 
certain that no earlier delivery would be given to any town served from Clonmel 
except Dungarvan; it would give the delivery there at 7 o’clock instead of 8.15. 
I do not think that any single letter would be delivered any earlier at any town. 

2016 . Chairman.] You are speaking now of the Dublin delivery ? — Yes. 

2017 . Viscount Monc/c.] You have told the Committee what the effect of the 
employment of this train on the Dublin and London letters would be ? — Yes. 

2018 . Mr. Grogan.] On the subject of the delivery' of the London and Dublin 
letters you have just heard the evidence connected with Kilkenny ? — I have ; 
Kilkenny is in this return; I did not read it to the Committee because the 
alteration, I believe, would be very small ; but I can give it as regards Kilkenny 
too ; as to the night mail the arrival at Kilkenny before the use of the railway 
was 4.10 a.m.: it is now 1.15 a.m. ; I should explain that it is perhaps impossible 
for me to give the exact effect of the use of the railway, because, as it will be seen 
from the evidence of Mr. Fletcher, no hour had been fixed upon ; he was speak- 
ing of running trains at arbitrary hours, not at hours settled in accordance with 
the Post-office rules, and of course the dispatch and the arrival from and to 
Kilkenny would be according to the hours he gave, and not according to our 
hours. 

2019 . Viscount ilforecA'.] Are you speaking now' of the employment of the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway alone, or are you talking of Mr. Fletcher’s 
plan ? — I was asked as to the use of the railways from Kildare to Kilkenny. 

2020 . Mr. Grogan.] The Kilkenny mail by the old coach arrived in Kilkenny 
from Dublin at 4.10 in the morning ?— Yes. 

0 . 62 . R 2021 . At 
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2021. At what time are the mails dispatched from Dublin now for the 
country? — At 7 p.m. 

2022. Then if the Dublin mail for Kilkenny is dispatched at 7 p.m., the same 
as all the other mails, at what time would it arrive in Kilkenny ? — At 10.44 p.m. 

2023. Will you give the up train now ? — I can put Kilkenny in the same posi- 
tion as the other towns ; the dispatch from Kilkenny by coach in 1846 was 8.50 
p.m., the dispatch at present is 10.51 p.m. ; that is, the night mail up to Dublin. 

2024. Chuirma?!.] That mail from Kilkenny at 10.51 is sent by the Waterford 
coach, which is dispatched from Waterford at 7.10? — At 7.21 p.m. 

2025. Mr. Grogan.'] The Waterford mail is dispatched from Dublin at seven 
every evening ? — We take it from the Post-office at that hour. 

2026. Through Kilkenny every evening ? — Yes. 

2027. It would arrive at Kilkenny if the railway were used, at what time? — 
At 10.44 p.m. 

2028. Arriving in Waterford when? — It would arrive there at 1 a.m. 

2029. The Dublin mail from Waterford now leaves when ? — At 7.21. 

2030. What time would it reach Kilkenny, if the rail were used ? — At about 
nine. As we are upon that subject, I should remark that if that mail were to 
reach Kilkenny at 9, or at 8.30, as Mr. Fletcher proposed, the dispatch from 
thence to Dublin would be at 8.30 or 9. Kilkenny would thus have to dispatch 
those mails at that hour, instead of as at present at 10.51, and would thereby be 
inconvenienced. 

2031. Viscount il/oncA:.] Will you put in that table ? — I will. {The Witness 
delivered i?i the same.) 

2032. Mr. Grogan.] You have stated that if the railway were used for the 
dispatch of the night mail from Waterford at 7.21 to Dublin, it would arrive at 
such an hour at Kilkenny as to necessitate the departure from thence to Dublin 
the same hours ; two or more hours sooner than at present ? — Yes, according to 
Mr. Fletcher’s proposal. 

2033. Would that be an inconvenience to the mercantile community there r — 
It would be an inconvenience, and a much greater inconvenience to places served 
from Kilkenny, such as Gowran and Goresbridge. 

2034. Do you imagine that the inconvenience of posting their letters an hour 
and a half or two hours earlier than they at present do, would be greater than 
the non-receipt of the letters at all by the night mail? — There is no such non- 
receipt at all of their letters by the night mail. 

203,5. At what time are the letters from Waterford received at Kilkenny by 
the night mail ? — At seven o’clock in the morning, and they would be received 
at the same hour if such an arrangement was made as that now proposed. In point 
of fact, as far as I am able to see, the arrangement would give a certain amount 
of injury, and would give no advantage whatever to Kilkenny, and the towns 
served from Kilkenny. 

2036. Does the same remark apply to Carlow, and the towns served irom 
Carlow ?— No ; it would give a certain amount of convenience to Carlow ; but 
I think not an amount of convenience to balance the inconvenience to Kilkenny, 
or at any rate not more ; it would perhaps be equal ; the convenience to Carlow 
would be very small. 

2037. Mr. F. Scullv^ Have you given the town of Carrick-on-Suir in that 
statement ? — I have not : but if the Committee w'ish, I will add it. 

2038. Viscount Monck^ Will you now turn your attention to the district 
south of Waterford, to the communication from Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and 
so on, and to the effect of transmitting the night mail train upon the Waterford 
and Limerick Railway ; what is the number of letters per week sent by the Post- 
office to those districts ?~The total number of letters which would be accelerated 
in their delivery by the use of this railway is 12,480 a week. 

2039. What is the annual revenue produced by that number of letters ?■— 
According to the Post-office calculation, those letters would give a revenue of 
3,380 /. per annum. 

2040. Mr. Fagan.] What letters do you include in that number of 12,000 ( — 
I include all the letters coming into Waterford from Cork, Limerick, and towns 
so circumstanced ; all the letters for Dungarvan, for Lismore, for Cappoquin, 
for certain sub-offices under Limerick, which would receive an advantage, and 
all the letters for Kilrush and Ennistimon. 

2041. Mr. F. Smlly.] Have you put in that list all the letters that would 
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be received in the towns of Tipperary, Clonmel, and Carrick-on-Suir?— No 
letters would get into Tipperary any earlier by the use of the night mail train. 

2042. Fi'om Waterford the letters between Clonmel and Waterford, Clonmel 
and Carrick-on-Suir, and Clonmel and Cork ? — I have referred to all letters 
which would be delivered earlier. 

2043. That is, by the use of the Limerick and Waterford Railway ? — That is, 
by the use of the Limerick and Waterford Railway. If you choose to count the 
letters both ways, I can double this, and take double that number ; but that 
would be taking the letters and the answers ; I have only given the letters, which 
would be delivered any earlier. 

2044. Why do you omit such towns as Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir, wdien 
you include such towns as Ennistimon ? — Because the letters at Ennistimon 
would be delivered at 7 a. m., instead of 8 a. m ; but no letter coming into Clon- 
mel would be delivered any earlier by the use of the night-mail train. 

2045. Are the letters from Waterford the same evening delivered at all in 
Clonmel ? — No ; nor would they be by the use of the night-mail train. 

2046. Mr. W'ilson.'\ What you mean is, that you have taken into your calcu- 
lation all the letters the delivery of which would be expedited by the use of the 
night-mail ? — Exactly. 

2047. Viscount Monde.'] The revenue derived from those letters is 3 , 380 1. 
a year? — Yes. 

2048. Sir S. Nortkeote.] When you say letters expedited, do you mean simply 
letters that would be delivered earlier, or letters that might leave earlier — I 
mean simply letters which would be delivered earlier. 

2049. Then if they would be delivered at the same time, might they not start 
three or four hours later ? — -I count no such letters. 

2050. Mr. F. Scully.] Would not the same number of letters be accommo- 
dated by starting two hours later? — Certainly. 

2^51 . Mr. Grogan.] If you were estimating- the advantage of the use of that 
particular railway, would it not be fair to say that a similar number of letters 
would be accommodated by a later dispatch ? — I think it would be fair to make 
it so understood, but not to include tlie two in the same statement. 

2052.. Viscount MohcA.] You have told us what the revenue produced by 
letters that would be affected by this train is ; will you now tell me what the addi- 
tional expense to the Post-office of the employment of this railway would be 
We have calculated that it would be 5 , 64 . 5 /. for the use of that night mail train. 

2053. Is that the net additional expense ? — That is the net additional expense. 

2054. Deducting from the gross expense the outlay that is now made for the 
transmission of those mails ? — Deducting from the gross expense all the cost 
that would be saved. 

2055. Chairman.] Have you the details of that to put in in any form ? — I 
have the details here ; I can put them in. 

2056. Viscount Mo;2cA:.] Will you state to the Committee the details.* — A 
mail car from Clonmel to Waterford would be discontinued ; the cost is 216 ; 
also a car from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, with a branch car from Cashel to Cahir, 
which costs 198 1. ; that is the way in which our contract runs ; it is one con- 
tract; Mr. Bianconi receives . 198 /. for that work; also 390 /., the cost of the 
coach from the Limerick junction to Limerick; there should be deducted from 
these sums the expense of the car from Gooid’s Cross to Cashel, which might cost 
50 /., and probably would do so ; that would leave 654 /. saved by the discon- 
tinuance of mail cars. 

2057. What is the entire expense of the railway ? — The entire expense asked 
by the railway is 6,159 /. ; to which must be added the sum of 140 /., the pro- 
bable cost of serving the towns from the railw^ay stations ; that makes a sum of 
6 , 299 /. ; deduct 654 /. from that, and it leaves the sum of 5 , 645 /. as the cost for 
the use of the proposed night mail train. 

2058. Would the additional expedition given to the mail by the use of this 
train enable you in any case to answer a letter by return of post, which you 
cannot do now ? — No, in no single case. When I say that, I should explain to 
the Committee, that in calculating those things, I am counting the post towns. 
Some few letters to some small sub-offices would reach a day earlier, and of 
course would benefit them so far ; but in speaking of post towns upon that map, 
it would not in any case give the power of answering a letter where that power 
does not exist now ; and, as regards sub-offices, this additional benefit would 
only be given in a very few cases. 
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20 , 59 . you aware of the entire Post-office revenue of Ireland? — Mr. Hill 
stated that the other day ; it is in evidence already. 

2060 . The effect, as Mr. Rowland Hill stated, of employing the railway upon 
Iheir own terms, would be to sweep away the whole revenue of Ireland? — Such 
was Mr. Rowland Hill’s statement. 

2061 . Will you tell the Committee, in detail, what the particular advantage 
to each town to which the post would be expedited by the use of this mail 
would be ? — I will begin with Waterford. Letters would be delivered in Water- 
ford by letter-carriers, commencing their delivery at 7 a.m. instead of at 9 a.m. 
It being understood that the letters so expedited are from Limerick and Cork, 
and towns circumstanced as those town are. Answers to those letters would be 
posted up to 8.30 p.m. instead of at 4 p.m. At Dungarvan, all letters coming 
by the night-mail would be delivered at 7 a.m. instead of 8.15 a.m. At 
Lismore letters would be posted up to 6.30 p.m. instead of 4.30 p.m., and deli- 
vered 15 minutes earlier in that instance; the present delivery being 7.30. 
At Cappoquin letters would be delivered at 7-15 a.m. instead of 8 , and posted at 
6 instead of 4. Certain sub-offices under Limerick would get their letters one 
hour earlier, and post them one hour later : Kilrush would receive its letters at 
10 a.m. instead of 10.30, and post them at 1.40 instead of 12.30. Ennistimon 
would receive its letters at 8.30 instead of 9, and post them at 3.25 instead of 
2.35. Those are the only advantages which I am aware would accrue ; as I said 
before, there are some sub-offices which would get a certain amount of extra 
convenience ; for instance, Tramore and Passage. 

2062 . Can you give the Committee an account of the number of letters 
received at those sub-offices ; I think there are five of them to the south-east of 
Waterford ? — Dunmore receives 311 letters a week. 

2063 . Mr. F. Scully.'] Is that the average, or is it at a particular time of the 
year? — It is a good deal more than the average: 311 letters a week is for a yeek 
in the beginning of this month ; it is a good deal more than the average : at Tra- 
more, the average is 750 struck for two months, the letters, during the first 
week in July, having been 1,100 : at Passage, the letters are 124 a week ; those 
are the three places, I think, that were named on this side of Waterford. 

2064 . Viscount Monck.] There was Woodstown, and another place, I forget 
the name of it? — Lord Huntingdon gets his letters by the Dunmore post, but I 
do not think there is any office at Woodstown ; there are private bags, but there 
is no office at Woodstown. I should state, however, that in those letters for 
Dunmore, Lord Huntingdon’s letters, and the letters of other people living there, 
are included. Certain other small offices were spoken of; Kilmeaden and Lemy- 
brien were named. 

2065 . Will you state the amount of postage from those places? — Lemy- 
brien receives 47 letters a week ; it is a place to which the coroner for the 
county of Waterford alluded as being deficient in its postal accommodation ; 
Kilmeaden receives from Waterford 89 letters a week ; Kilmeaden was the 
other place to which the gentleman alluded as being badly off in its corre- 
spondence with Waterford. 

20 C 6 . Bunmahon was another? — Bunmahon is not served from Waterford 
as Lemybrien and Kilmeaden are, bat it is served from Carrick-on-Suir ; 
it receives 343 letters a week. I may explain to the Committee that none 
of those numbers are equal to the average number carried by rural post 
messengers in England, who commence their deliveries at 7 and finish at 10. 
Those places are served some once and some twice a day, and all, except 
Lemybrien, receive their mails at an early hour in the morning, and none of 
those numbers are equal to the average number carried out by a rural post 
messenger in England. 

2067 . With regard to the question of expense and the saving that would be 
effected, we were told that the car from Waterford to Maryborough might be 
dispensed with ; is that your opinion ? — It is not surprising that witnesses who 
are not connected with the Post-office should be deficient in experience and 
knowledge upon this subject. But it will he seen that that car from Mary- 
borough serves Abbeyleix, Ballyraggett, Kilkenny, and Thomastown, and then 
there is a branch car goes off from Thomastown to Ross, and another car on to 
Wexford, which conveys the correspondence from the Kilkenny side of the 
country to Wexford. 

2068 . Mr. 
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2068. Mr. F. Scully.'] Are the letters from Waterford to Kilkenny carried by TroHope, Esq. 

that ear ?— They are carried by that car ; and that would be an additional reason 

why that car could not be discontinued, in consequence of the use of the night 

mail train between Limerick and Waterford. 

2069. Viscount A/owcA-.] With reference to the saving to be effected bv the 
employment of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, one of the witnesses said 
that the car to Maryborough might be discontinued ?^My answer is solely with 
reference to the use of the Waterford and Limerick Hailwav. Of coutse, it 
would be discontinued if the line of railway from Kildare to Waterford were 
used. 

2070. A difficulty was made about the Passage letters not being dispatched 
after the arrival of the Cork mail ?— Yes. Since that time I have referred to 
the Papers in the Post-office, and I find that some time ago there was an 
application made to alter the post between Waterford and Passage. The 
Surveyor, I believe, distinctly reported that it would be more injurious to 
Passage to alter it than beneficial ; but if the inhabitants wish to have that post 
fitted to the arrival at Waterford from’ Clonmel, instead of to that from Dublin, 
they can have it. 

2071. That answer applies to all those small posts in the neighbourhood of 
Waterford ? — Not to Tramore, exactly ; Tramore is served by the railway, and 
we have not the power of forcing the railway to run at any hour, except that 
which suits their traffic. I may explain to the Committee that I have just this 
moment received a telegraphic message with respect to the letters to go on to 
Dunmore. There was a question raised about the Dunmore letters. The letters 
coming from Limerick and Cork to go on to Dunmore are not now delayed, as 
was complained of to the Committee. 

2072. Chairman?^ Does not that involve delay to the Dublin letters ? — It will 
involve a delay of not more than 10 minutes. 

2073. Mr. Wilson.] What is the distance from Waterford to Passage r— Seven 
miles and five furlongs English. 

2074. At present the mail leaves on the arrival of the Dublin mail ? — It leaves 
at six o’clock in the morning. Passage is served by a foot messenger, not by 
a car. 

2075. Suppose those letters were delayed until the arrival of the Cork mail at 
7 . 48 , it would involve a later delivery at Passage of an hour and a halfr—More 
than two hours. 

2076. You say that now it leaves at six.'— It leaves at six: it could not leave 
till 8.10. 

2077. what hour do they arrive at Passage now ? — At eight now. 

2078. Therefore they would arrive a little after 10 ? — 10.10 a.m. 

2079. How many letters a week, are there? — The letters coming from Cork 
and Limerick to Passage, which would be expedited by such a change, are two 
in a week. So that out of the whole letters for Passage, being 125 in a week, 

122 would have suffered delay, and two would have been expedited. 

2080. Therefore, it it should be for the convenience of the importers of Indian 
corn into Cork, or merchants in Waterford, to communicate with Passage at a 
later hour, there would be no difficulty in the Post-office making that arrange- 
ment ? — No difficulty whatever ; but it cannot be supposed that the people at 
Passage would wish to change the time of the arrival of their letters, and 
have them at 10.10, instead of 8, where the returns of the letters show .such 
a result as that now given. 

2081. But if the corn importers complain that it is a serious inconvenience 
that they cannot write to Passage, where the vessel may be, in order to receive 
an answer by return of post, that inconvenience may be obviated by altering 
the departure of the mail to Waterford two hours ? — Certainly. 

2082. Supposing you were to use the day trains of the railway from Water- 
ford to Limerick lor the evening mail as far as Clonmel, what advantage would 
that give to the intermediate places?— It would depend altogether upon the 
dispatch from Waterford. 

2083. What is the latest train at present from Waterford ?— Half-past five. 

2084. Supposing you were to dispatch your mail at half-past five by the 
existing train, it would go as far as Clonmel ? — It would go as far as Clonmel. 

2085. Would it arrive in Clonmel in time to have a delivery the same evening ? 

— Yes, it would. 
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2086. And, therefore, simply using- that train as far as Clonmel would remove 
all the disadvantage which has been stated as to the impossibility of replying, or 
the inconvenience of replying, by return of post from Clonmel to Waterford? — 
As regards Waterford and Clonmel it would do so. 

2087. Is it common on the railways in Ireland to use day trains for the pur- 
pose of carrying letters ? — It is very common to use the existing trains at the 
existing hours, or at hours which suit the passenger traffic, at a very low rate of 
payment. 

2088. Do you see any objection to enter into such an arrangement with the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway Company, if they were willing to do so, upon 
such terms as you pay to other x’ailway companies in Ireland ? — I think it would 
be very desirable, upon similar terms to those upon which we have made the 
same arrangement with other railways. 

2089. And by that means a reply might be received by return of post; so 
that a letter dispatched at half-past five or five in the evening frorn Waterford 
would be certain of a reply the next morning from Clonmel ?— Certainly. 

2ogo. By that means also you might give the people in Waterford an hour 
longer to answer the whole of their letters which go to Cork and Limerick and 
in that direction? — I would say 45 minutes longer. 

2091. Viscount MoxiCi^.] Would they be able to deliver in Clonmel under such 
an arrangement at night? — They would. 

2092. Mr. F. Scully.'] You have admitted that the delivery would be expedited 
by the use of the Limerick and Waterford Railway ; are you prepared now to 
give the number of letters that would be received in Clonmel ? — I see the 
apparent discrepancy ; I think I can explain that : I was obliged in drawing out 
this paper to presume upon certain hours ; I understood, and 1 believe what has 
gone on before the Committee confirms me, that the intention was to propose a 
train running from Waterford to fit the Cork and Dublin line at the Junction, 
and therefore, of course, I bad to time the arrival out from Waterford so as to 
fit the night-mail trains at the Limerick Junction. The Honourable Member 
has now asked a question as to an entirely different arrangement. I was asked 
by him with reference to a train leaving Waterford at 5.30, which would give a 
delivery at Clonmel the same night. 

2093. You said just now that it would afford a delivery in Clonmel in the 
evening ? — It would of course. But when I gave in the hours which I stated 
I was alluding to the dispatch from Waterford at nine, so as to suit the night 
trains at the junction. I think the Committee was speaking of maintaining a 
night circulation between Cork and Waterford. Of course I need not explain 
that the use of such a train as that now alluded to, from Waterford to Clon- 
mel, would in no way expedite the letters to Cork. 

Q094. Could not letters from Cork he expedited in their delivery at Clonmel 
by the use of that railway ? — Not at all. They are already delivered in Clon- 
mel at seven o’clock in the morning from Cork. 

2095. Mr. Wilson.] Then if you used the half-past five o’clock train, which 
now runs for passengers, you would be enabled hy that means to afford a 
delivery that night to all places, including Clonmel, between Waterford and 
Clonmel ? — Yes ; but all those places, except Clonmel, have a delivery at 
present. 

2096. Then it would include Clonmel in that delivery : — It would include 
Clonmel in that delivery. 

2097. And therefore, from all those places, including Clonmel, there could be 
a reply by eight or nine o’clock the following morning? — Certainly. 

2098 Suppose the night-mail, instead of that, were to leave Waterford at the 
latest, say nine o’clock, would not the effect of that be to exclude Clonmel and 
all those towns from any postal delivery that night, and therefore from any pos- 
sibility of reply until the following morning, arriving in Waterford the next 
morning but one? — Not only from delivery by letter-carrier, but also from 
delivery at the window, which they at present enjoy. 

2099. At the present time the mail leaves Waterford, I think, at half-past 
four? — Yes. 

2x00. Even that mail leaving Waterford at half-past four affords to all the 
intermediate towns before it reaches Clonmel an opportunity of answering by 
return of post that same night ? — Yes. 

2101. And at Clonmel even it affords that opportunity, if a person chooses to 

send 
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send to the post-office between a quarter to eight and nine ? — At present from a Trollope, Esq. 
quarter to nine to ten j we have increased the time to ten. . ^ 

2102. Supposing that that mail were altered so as to leave Waterford by the ■’ 
night mail by railway, would it not place Clonmel and all the intermediate places 

at the positive disadvantage of postponing the reply by a whole day ? — It would 
certainly. 

2103. Mr. i^. /S'cM^y.] Suppose you were to have a day mail between those 
towns, and to use the day trains, could you not remedy that difficulty? — You 
can remedy any difficulty, of course, if you choose to use an unlimited number 
of trains. 

2104. Sir S. Northcote.'] I do not know that I clearly understand about 
Tramore ; vvould there be any difficulty in letters leaving Tramore at a rather 
earlier hour so as to catch the night train from Waterford ? — If there were any 
earlier train running ; we could not have a special train, because we should have 
to pay for it. 

2105. Chairman.'] How many trains a day are there now from Waterford to 
Tramore and back ? — It is slated in this Guide that there are six. 

2106. What month is that for? — July. 

2107. What is the time by which you send the mail from Tramore to Water- 
ford )— It is the 4.30 p.m., I believe ; I do not see it here; it has been changed, 
according to the wishes of the people ; there is, I believe, a train at present 
which leaves Tramore at 2.30. 

2108. When was it changed? — I cannot tell you the date at which it was 
changed. 

2109. We were told by a witness, the other day, that the train left at 4.15, 
and arrived in Waterford just as the 4.30 dispatch was going, or just as it had 
gone ; can you state when the change was made ; has it been made since this 
Committee sat? — No, I do not know that any change has been made since this 
Committee sat, 

2110. Sir 6”. Can letters sent from Tramore reach Waterford in 

time for the night mail now ; it was stated in evidence, some time ago, that 
they could not ; that they arrived just too late for the mail leaving Waterford at 
half-past four, going to the south of Ireland? — I am only guided, as to the pre- 
sent hour of the Tramore mail by this book which I hold in my hand ; there- 
fore I cannot give correct information, at the present moment, as to that ; but 
the exact state of the case can be understood as well as if I could. If the 
people of Tramore chose, they could have the mail dispatched at 2.30, so as to 
catch the Clonmel mail. If they prefer a later dispatch for the London letters 
they can have it. 

2111. Chairman.] If you make use of that late day train from Waterford to 
Clonmel, you need not make any change in the Waterford and Tramore train, 
because the Tramore mail would be in time for that? — Yes. The Tramore 
people would gain an advantage. 

2112. Mr. Wilson.] By the use of the half-past five o’clock train, which now 
runs, you would not only give the advantage of additional time to post letters at 
Waterford, but at all places dependent upon Waterford ? — It would give the 
same advantage to the whole locality delivered from Waterford. 

2113. Mr. F. Scully.] Is it a night coach or a car that runs from Waterford 
to Maryborough? — It is a coach now, that has been put on ; we had a car ; 

1 think it is a coach at present. 

2114. What is the cost of that conveyancer — £. 950 a year. 

2115. You said, in your evidence, that the towns of Abbeyleix and Ballyrag- 
gett would suffer in consequence of the taking off of that coach, and transmitting 
the mails by means of the Limerick and Waterford Railway? — I gave a list of 
towns, beginning with Abbeyleix. 

2116. What other towns did you say? — Abbeyleix, Ballyraggett, Kilkenny, 

Thomastown, Ross, Wexford, and you may add, Callan. 

2117. At what time are the letters delivered in Kilkenny arriving from Water- 
ford? — Seven o’clock in the morning. 

2118. Might not the same communication be made between Waterford and 
Kilkenny as between Waterford and Clonmel ; might not letters by the Dublin 
day mail, if they went by the Limerick and Waterford Railway to the Junction, 
and so to Dublin, arrive in Kilkenny by midday next day ? — It is not with refer- 
ence to letters between Waterford and Kilkenny that I say the car could not be 
withdrawn, because there is much higher importance attached to that car in 
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bringing the night mail from Dublin to Kilkenny. It is not only for the sake of 
maintaining communication between Kilkenny and Waterford, but for the sake of 
maintaining the communication between Kilkenny and the whole of the world, 
that that car is maintained. 

2119. Supposing the railway was used, you would not want the car? — We are 
speaking now of the use of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, not the railway 
from Kildare to Waterford. 

2120. I refer to the Waterford and Maryborough car, which costs 950 L, and 
which might be saved if you used the Waterford and Limerick Railway? — My 
evidence goes to say that the expense of this car will not be saved by the use of 
the Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

2121. Could not those towns be served from Maryborough? — They are so 
served now. 

2122. Would not the letters from Abbeyleix and Ballyraggett, supposing you 
were to use the Waterford and Limerick Railway, arrive in those towns nearly 
as soon as they do at present by car or coach ? — 13y what car or coach ? 

2123. By conveyance of the Limerick and Waterford Railway to the Junc- 
tion, by railway to Maryborough, and then by sub-post from Maryborough to 
those towns ? — ^Those towns at present are served by that car; it is to that car 
I allude ; if that car was taken off from all the towns south of Abbeyleix, of 
course Abbeyleix would be served ; but that car at present serves Kilkenny, 
Ross, Thomastown, and Wexford. I think the Committee will see by looking at 
the map that the use of the car would be required the whole day through. If 
I may be allowed I can explain it better upon the map. This is the communi- 
cation here (j>ointincj out the same)', it being a car for which we are paying 950/,, 
and if this railway (the Limerick and Waterford) were used, and that line of 
communication were taken off, there would be no means of communication to 
Kilkenny. 

2 1 24. Has there not been always a mail car from Waterford to Ross ? — There 
is none now. 

2125. Used there not to be one ? — There was a mail running from Waterford 
to Wexford, which ran through Ross. 

2126. With respect to the cost of communication by railway, do you know 
what the cost of communication by four-horse coaches was formerly between 
Dublin and the different towms? — No, I cannot state that. 

2127. Are you aware of the number of mail-coaches there were upon those 
roads? — Yes. 

2128. Will you state to the Committee the number on the line from Dublin 
to Cork, Waterford, and Limerick ? — There was one night mail-coach ran to 
Limerick, another to Cork, and another to Waterford. 

2129. Were there not two mail-coaches to Cork? — I speak of the night mails ; 
there was one day mail-coach to Cork. 

2130. Were not there coaches from Limerick to Waterfordr — There was a 
night mail-coach from Limerick to Waterford, and a day mail-coach from 
Limerick to Cork, and a day mail-coach from Limerick to Tralee. 

2131. Another to Galway ? — That is going out of the district. 

2132. Was not there one from Cork to Tralee? — There was one from Cork to 
Tralee, and one from Cork to Rantry. 

2133. Another from Youghal? — Yes ; the coach from Cork to Waterford went 
through Youghal. 

2134. Can you give the Committee any idea of the cost at that time of those 
different coaches? — I am ignorant of that. 

2135. Were you aware of it at that time? — I was in the district at that time, 
and was very well acquainted with all the coaches ; but that will not enable me 
to give the cost of tliem. I can have a return prepared for the Committee, but 
Mr. Page, the superintendent of mail-coaches, will be examined. 

2136. Are there any one-horse cars employed in place of those coaches now? 
— A great many. 

2137. In what directions are they running? — There is a mail-car which runs 
from Limerick to Newcastle, through which town the mail-coach from Limerick 
to Tralee used to run. There is a mail-car runs from Mallow to Killarney, car- 
rying a few of the letters that were formerly carried by mail-coach from Cork to 
Killarney. There is a mail-car from Cork to Skibbereen, carrying letters that 
were carried by mail-coach over that road. There was also a mail-coach, which 
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wc did not enumerate, from Cork to Waterford, which did not carry the letters 
from Cork to Waterford, but which was a mail-coach. 

2138. Chairman.'] Which did not carry letters J — It carried the letters from 
Cork to Youghal, and it took other letters up and carried them to Tallow, and 
letters on from Tallow and Lismore to Dungarvan, and then to W’aterford ; but 
it did not carry the letters between Cork and Waterford. 

2139. It carried letters to intermediate places between Cork and Waterford? 
—Yes. 

2140. Have you mentioned the mail-coach from Waterford to Wexford ? — 
I believe the Honourable Member was alluding to the mail-coaches which ran in 
the district upon this side of Waterford. 

214]. Mr. F. Scully.] There is a car now from Waterford to Maryborough ? 
— I believe that contractor is entitled to employ either a coach or a car, but it 
carries a Post-office mail-guard. 

2142. Chairman.] In stating the cost of that, you did not include the cost of 
the guard ? — No ; 1 was merely speaking of the cost of the conveyance. 

2143. There are other expenses which the Post-office have to pay on account 
of that conveyance ? — So there are upon other lines. "When we speak of the cost 
upon the railways, we do not speak of the cost of the guard. 

2144. The 950/. is not the whole expense of the Maryborough conveyance r 
— It represents the same expense as the 4^. 6 d. a mile upon the railway. 

2145. Mr. Wilson.] In both cases it will exclude the mail-guard r — In both 
cases. 

2146. Chairman.] Do you send a guard by all the mails ? — No; but a good 
many of them are accompanied by mail-guards. 

2147. Mr. i^’’. Do you send guards with all the one-horse cars? — No. 

2148. Chairman.] Nor by the mail from Waterford to Kilkenny and Kilkenny 
to Waterford ? — No, not the day mail train ; there is no guard upon that. 

2149. Mr. F. Scully.] There is a one-horse car which you omitted, from 
Clonmel to Waterford and from Clonmel to Goold’s Cross? — Yes. 

2150. Are you aware that the Post-office now send the mails by rail from the 
Limerick junction to Cork? — Yes, twice a day. 

2131. What is the price paid for that? — Four shillings and sixpence a mile 
for the night mail, and 1^. a mile for the day mail. 

2132. What is the income of the Cork post-office? — £.9,300. 

2153. What important towns are there upon this line between the junction 
and Cork ? — Mallow : none other. 

2154. Upon what principle is it considered necessary to send the mail from 
the junction to Cork by railway ? — The principle of expediting the correspondence 
between those towns. I may be understood, that although there are no impor- 
tant towns between Cork and the junction, there are others which are not 
between. Youghal is an important town ; Bandon is an important town ; and 
there are many others which are also served by the railway running from the 
junction south. 

2 ' 55- What is the income of the Limerick post-office ? — £.7,200. 

2156. What is the income of the Wateri'ord post-office ? — £.3,200. 

2157. What important towns are there upon the line between Limerick and 
the junction and Waterford? — Clonmel is the most important. 

2138. Do not you pass through Tipperary? — I do not think Tipperary an im- 
portant town; I have omitted other towns similar to Tipperary; I call those 
important that return Members to Parliament. 

2159. Then, of course, you would call Portarlington an important town; you 
do not think the importance of towns is to be measured by their commercial 
importance ? — It is very hard to distinguish which are important towns and 
which are not ; but I will undertake to say that no one who knows the country 
will say that I have not given the more important towns ; 1 have named 
Clonmel. 

2160. Will you give the income of the Clonmel, Tipperary, and Carrick-on- 
Suir post-offices? — That of Clonmel is 2,200/. ; I gave them in evidence before. 

2j6j. What is the Tipperary? — Seven hundred pounds. 

2162. What is the Carrick-on-Suir ? — Six hundred and eighty pounds. 

2163. Will you give that of the town of Portarlington? — I have not got it; 
I was desired to confine this list to certain to^Yns in a district in which 
Portarlington is not. 
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2164. Mr. Wilson.l 'When you speak of the income of these post-offices, you 
refer to the whole of the income derived from letters coming from every 
quarter ? — Ves. 

2165. Do you happen to know what portion of the income would be affected 
by letters which would be conveyed by the night mail, and, therefore, which 
would affect the question of the establishment of the night mail?— I can tell the 
Committee what the whole income of the Waterford is, for instance, which would 
be most benefited, more than any other town, by the use of the night mail train; 
and I can tell the Committee the number of letters which would be influenced 
by the use of the night mail coming into Waterford, which will give the exact 
comparison. The income of Waterford altogether is 3,200^. in round numbers, 
and the letters which w ould be expedited by coming into Waterford by night mail 
train from the junction would represent 480/, 

2166. Out of the 3,200/., letters to the amount of 480/. would be affected by 
the use of the night mail? — Yes. 

2167. When you say that the income' of the post-office of Limerick is 
7,200/., what proportion of that 7,200/. would be aftccted by the establishment 
of the night mai! .' — None. When I saj’’ none I should explain, with reference to 
the income of the post towns in Ireland, that it includes the post towns and all 
the sub-offices. Limerick is peculiarly circumstanced in that respect ; there are 
a great number of sub-offices which are situated at- a very great'distance ; that 
sum of 7,200/. includes the income of all the sub-offices. 

2168. Mr. Fag-ajz.] AVhen you speak of income, you mean the actual cash 
receipts? — We count every letter at Hd, and calculate the income at that rate; 
that is, every letter going into the town; if we took the letters going out, we 
should count all our letters twice over ; the income of the sub-offices under 
Limerick which would be benefited is 962/., the whole income of Limerick beina: 
7,200/. 

2169. Mr. De Ve?-e.] Amongst those sub-posts of Limerick you include some 
in Clare, some to the west of tlie county of Limerick, and some in the northern, 
part of Kerry ? — Yes, and one even in the county of Galway. 

2170. Mr, F. Scully.'] Have you given the amount of receipts at Garrick -ou- 
Suir ? — £.680, 

2171. "What is Cahir f — Cabir, 400/. ; lam giving them in round numbers; 
I give the nearest decimal. 

2172. Do not you think that if the railway were used between those towns, 
it would increase postal communication between them, as far as regards all those 
upon the Waterford and Limerick Railway ?— I should say, to Cahir, certainly 
not. 

2173. Taking Clonmel, Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary and Waterford? — I have 
no doubt there would be an increased communication between Clonmel and 
Waterford ; there vvould be an increased number of letters, I have no doubt. 

2 i 74. Should you not give some credit in your estimate for the increased 
receipt of letters to Clonmel ? — From Waterford. 

217.5. Has that entered into your calculation? — Certainly it has; I say there 
would be an increased number of letters going from Clonmel to Waterford, and 
'oicc versa. 

217C. Then your first estimate did not include that as regards Clonmel, 
Carrick-on-Suir, and Cahir, and all that district? — I gave the Committee an 
estimate of the absolute number of letters as now existing, which would be 
accelerated ; you ask me now whether I think there would be a hypothetical 
increase ; I think there would, but I think it would be but little. 

21 77* W^ould not that be an additional argument in favour of using the rail- 
way? — Certainly. 

2178. Mr. Wilson.] But upon what ground can you conceive that there would 
be an increased number of letters between Waterford and Clonmel ; if the letters 
from Waterford left at nine o’clock at night, they could by no possibility be 
delivered till the following morning; whereas at present they leave in the 
afternoon and may be received in Clonmel the same evening ; what increased 
accommodation would that afford ? — I presume the question refers to the scheme 
which you alluded to ; if such a scheme as you alluded to were put into opera- 
tion by a mail at half-past five by the present passenger train, and not a night 
mail, then the increased accommodation would undoubtedly increase the number 
of letters. 
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2179. Would there not be less accommodation, and therefore be likely to be 
less postal accommodation, if the night train left at nine, if you are to assume 
increased correspondence ? — The letters could not be delivered in Clonmel the 
same night, but they could be posted later in Waterford ; but whether the advan- 
tage or the disadvantage would preponderate, I cannot say. 

2180. Mr. Grogan.'] By the present arrangement, are letters posted in Water- 
ford this evening delivered in Clonmel the same evening?— Not by letter-carrier; 
they are delivered at the window to the people who call for them. 

2181. There is no postal delivery in Clonmel the same night?— None. 

2 1 82. Therefore if the night mail spoken of were put on and ran to Clonmel, 
there would be no additional inconvenience as regards the delivery of letters to 
the people of Clonmel ? — Yes, there would, because they would lose the power 
of getting their letters the same evening from the post-office. 

2183. That is, if they choose themselves to take the trouble of doing post- 
office work ; but as regards the post-office delivery in Clonmel, would any incon- 
venience arise to the merchants or people of Clonmel, by the dispatch of the 
night mail as suggested ? — A very material inconvenience. 

2184. Will you explain that?— They would lose the power of going to the 
post-office ot Clonmel at 8A5 p. m. in the evening and getting their letters from 
Waterford, and then of answering them, so that the answer should go into 
Waterford the next morning. 

2185. That is, they would lose the opportunity of going themselves to the 
post-office ; but I speak of the post-office delivery in the tow-n r— I am asked if 
the people would receive an injury ; they would receive the injury which I have 
described. 

2j86. Do you deliver the letters in Clonmel that evening? — No. 

2187. Mr. F. Sculli/.j How many people apply at the post-office of Clonmel 
at night I cannot tell, but from what I hear, a good many consider it an ac- 
commodation. 

2188. Mv. Grogan.] Are not the banks and the large mercantile establish- 
ments closed at the hour at which the mail arrives at Clonmel ?— They are. 

2189. Therefore, as regards the whole of that class of the community, no 
inconvenience would arise? — The banks are closed, and would be closed at the 
liour of the arrival of the mail tliat would come out of Waterford in the evening. 

2190. Then there would be no additional inconvenience arising from the 
lateness of the hour? — There would be a very great additional inconvenience 
arising if the hour was later. 

2191. Viscount AfrwcA’.] In fact, in the present state of the case you can 
dispatch a letter from Waterford at half-past four, and you can get an answer 
the following morning from Clonmel? — Yes. 

2192. Under the proposed arrangement that would be perfectly impossible ? 
— Exactly. 

2193. Mr. IVilson.'] Under the arrangement proposed of sending the post by 
the half-past five o’clock passenger trains, you would accomplish the delivery 
that evening? — Yes, it would afford an increased advantage to that which they 
receive at present. 

2194. Viscount Monde ] How many deliveries are there in Clonmel in a day? 
— I think two only, after the arrival of the night and day mails from Dublin. 

2195. y\v. F. ScuKij.'] What is the latest hour in the evening that deliveries 
are made in towns of such importance as Clonmel? — It is hard to give a positive 
answer, but in ray own district I have, at the present moment, a delivery as late 
as 8.45 in the evening. 

2196. If a letter left Waterford at half-past six or seven, would it not be in 
time to be delivered in Clonmel the same night ? — No, it would not ; because 
the whole force of the office is .required at Clonmel at the hour at which the mail 
would arrive, for the purpose of the dispatch of the Dublin night mail ; we 
cannot effect a delivery at the same moment. 

2197. Supposing the train were usedforthe conveyance of the night mail from 
Clonmel to Dublin, in place of starling at the same hour as it does now from 
Cloniriel by car, could it not be sent by railway, and so give more time ? — No ; 
because in such a case the letter-carriers at Clonmel would not be able to leave 
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the office before nine, and I know that in the case I have alluded to as the 
latest delivery we have, it is too late for useful purposes. 

2108. Supposeit started from Waterford at a quarter before seven? — Itshould 
start from Waterford so much earlier as to enable the force of the Clonmel 
office to have sorted those letters, and to ha;ve dispatched them by the letter- 
carriers before the hour at which they have to begin to make up the dispatch of 
the night mail. 

2199. Does not it arrive now* at 20 minutes past eight at Clonmel r — Twenty- 
three minutes past eight at present. 

2200. If that great difficulty would exist as you say in the arrival and dispatch 
of those mails, does it not exist at present ? — But there is no delivery now by 
letter-carrier for that reason. 

2201. If they arrived half an hour earlier, would that not give them time 
for delivering the letters ? — No, it could not be done ; they are employed now in 
Clonmel from 7.30 to 8.45 in the dispatch of the Dublin night-mails ; to enable 
the post-office to effect the delivery of the Waterford letters they must arrive 
before 7 . 30 . The fact is that everybody in the office, and the room in the office, 
is being employed for other purposes, and we cannot send out letter-carriers for 
the delivery, or sort the in-coming letters at the same time as w’e are sorting the 
outgoing letters. 

2202. Having sorted the letters at Clonmel, how long do you give the public 
to receive those letters at the post-office ?— They are not sorted by the letter- 
carriers ; the letter-carriers, if they have to sort letters for delivery, have to come 
into the office and sort their own letters according to the streets in which the 
persons live ; that has not to be done for the window delivery. 

2203. Mr. Grogan.'] At present the train leaves Waterford at half-past four ? 
— ^The mail does. 

2204. And you deliver the letters after the dispatch of the Dublin mail for a 
quarter of an hour at the window? — For an hour and a quarter at present. 

2205. Chairma}!.] How long has that been so? — For turn or three days ; the 
arrangement was made after the statement which came out in this Committee. 

2206. Have you made any other changes since the Committee sat ? — Yes. 

2207. Mr. Grogan^ That hour and a quarter you consider sufficient to sort 
the letters, but not to send them out r— Certainly not ; we cannot dispatch the 
letter-carriers so late as that; it would be too late for the letter-carriers going 
out. 

2208. When does the delivery of letters at the window begin.- — At 8 . 45 , 
and extends to 10. 

2209. Then it is an hour later than it was? — We have added an hour since 
the fact was represented to the Committee. 

2210. And you think it would be too late to despatch the letters by means of 
letter-carriers at a quarter to nine ’—Quarter past nine.^ 

221 1 . At what time would the delivery be completed ? — About 10 . 30 . 

2212. You consider that too late for the letter-carriers to take the letters 
round, but that it is not too late for individuals to go and ask for their own 
letters ? — The letter-carrier would be occupied a considerable time in delivering 
the letters he would have to deliver, but the persons who call at the window for 
the letters call at their own option, it being for such persons themselves to 
decide whether it is too late for them or not. 

2213. Sir N. AW//C0/C.J Is the town of Clonmel lighted ?—Y’es. 

2214. Mr. F. Scully.] If the mails were conveyed from the junction to and 
from Limerick and Waterford, would it not be very beneficial to those places, 
and enable the towns south of this line to have much more satisfactory postal 
arrangements, if the Limerick and Waterford Railway were used? — It would be 
of no benefit whatever to Limerick. I have already described the benefit it 
would be to Waterford ; it would be of some trifling benefit to a few small 
places along the Shannon ; it would be of benefit to Glin, to Tarbert, and 
Listowel, which are sub-post-offices under Limerick ; it would be of some small 
benefit, to Dungarvan. 

2215. Would not the letters arrive some hoars earlier in Waterford ? — It is of 
no benefit to a town to have the letters arrive before six o’clock in the morning, 

2216. But 
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2216. But Ipresume that mails are sent off from that town to other posts in A. Trollope, Esq. 

the district ? — It would be an advantage to places beyond that. 

2217. Would it be beneficial to Portlaw? — Portlaw is so well served that I do 
not think it would be benefited. 

2218. You would then be enabled to afford additional accommodation to 
Portlaw, Dunmore, Tramore and Kilmacthomas ? — It could do nothing for 
Portlaw. 

2219. To Kilmacthomas, Dunmore, Dungarvan, Cappoquin, Lismore, and 
other towns south of Waterford, would it not afford much greater facilities than 
they have at present ?— No ; I certainly think, speaking generally, it would not ; 
it would afford some little extra accommodation to Dungarvan ; it would cer- 
tainly afford some extra accommodation to Dunmore, and some to Tramore. 

I explained that the mail coming away from Tramore at 4.30 would be in time, 
but I think that is all. I can take Portlaw, if you wish me. As one of the wit- 
nesses before the Committee mentioned Portlaw, I made an analysis of the posts 
to Portlaw. 

2220. Mr. LiddelV] As to Portlaw, can you state in a few words what the 
peculiar circumstances of Portlaw are, which make it so impossible to accom- 
modate it r — It is not that there is any difficulty in accommodating Portlaw, but 
that it has received so much accommodation as it is. 

2221. Chairman.~\ Do you mean to say that Portlaw is so well circumstanced 
as to its postal accommodation, that it would be impossible to make it better ? 

— I do not tlnnk that the use of the railway could improve it. Of course, you 
may run a mail-coach direct from Waterford to Portlaw, if you please. 

2222. Supposing that the mail was conveyed by railway, instead of, as at 
present, by me.ssenger, would not they get it sooner? — The arrival at Portlaw at 
present is at 7.15 o'clock in the morning; they also get their mails across by the 
Waterford day-mail, which is an accommodation given to them lately. 

2223. Mr. De Vere.] You said just now that Limerick would derive no 
benefit from the postal use of the Waterford railway ? — I tried to explain that 
letters would gain some very small advantage in the dispatch. 

2224. Would not the dispatch of the sub-posts into Clare, and the western 
parts of Limerick, and the northern parts of Kerry, derive some advantage? — 

Yes ; in the northern parts of Kerry they certainly would. I named them, and 
included them in the list I gave of letters which would be accelerated. 

2225. What do you say to the western parts of Limerick; take Glin? — 

I also included one or two in the western part of Limerick, such as Glin, but not 
Foynes. 

2226. What do you say to Atthea? — I do not know the name. 

2227. That is in the western part of the county Limerick ?— Is there a post- 
office there ? 

2228. Yes? — How is it served 

2229. I should think from Newcastle? — There is a place called Ardagh served 
from Newcastle ; there is no other post goes from Newcastle. 



s 3 Veneris, 
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THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., in the Chair. 



Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in ; and further Examined. 

2230. Mr. Wilson.'\ YOU have heard the evidence given in this Committee 
with regard to the advantages of a day mail train, from Waterford to the Limerick 
Junction station ; what observations have you to make upon that proposal ? — 
The proposed day mail train from the Limerick Junction to Waterford would 
certainly give some small amount of accommodation, and I will explain what it 
would be ; the day mail at present reaches Tipperary at 1.30 and it would arrive 
at 1 ; it is dispatched at half-past 11, and would be dispatched at 12; that is 
half an hour each way ; the day mail is dispatched from Dublin at 8.30 a.m., 
and the object is to accelerate the arrival of that day mail in towns in the south 
of Ireland- 

223]. Chairman^ That day-mail already goes by rail to Limerick? — The 
day mail of which we are now speaking already goes by rail to the Junction. 

2232. The day mail leaves at 8i, and goes continuously by rail to Limerick? 
— It does. 

2233. The question put to you referred to the day mail coming in the direction 
to VVaterford from the Junction by the same train? — I believe what is now in 
question is the use of the rail from the Junction to Waterford for the con- 
veyance of the day mail, and Tipperary would be the first town affected ; therefore 
I began with 'I'ipperary. At Cahir the present arrival is 2.50 p.ra., and the 
arrival wuuld be 1.45 p.m. ; the dispatch at present is 10.20 a.m., and the dis- 
patch would be 11.40 a.m. At Clonmel the arrival at present is 3 p.m., the 
arrival would be 2 p.m. ; the despatch at present is 10.10. a.m. , the despatch 
would be 11 a.m. At Carrick-on-Suir the present arrival is 4.35 p.m.; the 
arrival would be 2.45 f).m. \ the despatch is 7.45 a.m., and the despacch would 
be 10.30 a.m. Thei’e would also be this small additional accommodation given; 
the letters posted at Limerick or Cork in the morning would be delivered at those 
towns and also at W'^aterford the same afternoon ; tliose are all the advantages 
which would accrue, as far as I am able to say, from the use of the proposed 
mail by railway train, 

2234. Would the use of that train for the day mail assist in any way the 
postal connexion by railway ; say from Cahir to Cappoquin, or any of those 
places ? — In no way. 

2235. To Dungarvan? — Nor to Dungarvan; it would give no extra accommo- 
dation to Dungarvan or to Portlaw. I mention those places, because the 
witnesses here have specially insisted upon the accommodation which would be 
given to Portlaw and to Dungarvan. 

2236. Mr. SViho)!.'] When you speak of the small amount of time which 
would be saved at those different points by the use of the railway, is there to be 
deducted, even from that small amount of time, any time which would be required 
to convey the letters from the station to the post office, whatever it may be? — 
I have endeavoured, as near as I can, to give the exact hour at the post-office. 

2237. You have accounted for that? — 1 have accounted for that. 

2238. Ill 
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2238. In all those towns to which j’-ou have now adverted, is not the delivery A. Ttollope, Esq. 

of the letters which come by the day mail from Dublin in good time, so that an 

answer can be written on the same day, and returned by the night mail to 20 July 

Dublin ? — At all those towns I have named such is the case, except at Carrick- 

on-Suir. The additional advantage alluded to would be given to Carrick-on- 
Suir; the other towns all have it. 

2239. At what time now does the mail arrive at Carrick-on-Suir?~The day 
mail now arrives at Carrick-on-Suic 4.35 p. m., and the night mail is dispatched 
from Carrick-on-Suir at 6-35 p. m., and the interval is not sufficient to enable a 
person, as a rule, to receive a letter by letter-carrier, to answer it, and to post it, 
without the payment of an extra stamp, in time for the dispatch of the up night 
mail. But it will be .seen that this extra accommodation to Carrick-on-Suir 
would be of the most trifling description ; and according to the postal sense of 
accommodation, hardly worth paying anything for. 

2240. What is the number of letters, according to your computation, that 
would _ receive any extra advantage from the day mail from Waterford, to the 
Limerick Junction ? — Three thousand three hundred and twenty-eight a week. 

2241 . What would the annual revenue be derived from those ? — Nine hundred 
pounds per annum. 

2242. That is the whole revenue derived from the letters which, as far as you 
can calculate, would have the advantage of w'hich you have spoken, and for 
which they have this circulation through the kingdom ? — That is the whole 
revenue arising from them to the Post-office. 

2243. What would be the increased expense to the Post-office of employing 
that railway for the slight advantages which you have described ? — One tliousand 
and twenty-two pounds. 

2244. So that the increased expense only, would absorb more than the whole 
of the existing revenue from the letters which are likely to be advantaged by that 
change ’! — Such would be the case. 

2245. W^’lien you speak of a revenue of 900 L, that is the postage derived from 
those letters, not merely for passing over that piece of line, but for being con- 
veyed to any part of the United Kingdom to which they may be addressed? — 

Exactly ; that is all the Post-office receive for conveying them from London, say, 
or from Aberdeen, or any other part of the kingdom, to their destination. 

2246. It does not apply to that small piece of line only ? — No. 

2247. Therefore, the 1,022 1. would be the expense of that piece of line only, 
but which would have reference to the revenue derived of 900 1. for carrying 
letters from those towns all over the kingdom ? — It would not be even the whole 
expense of that piece of line ; it would be the increased expense of conveying 
the mails over such distance. 

2248. How many letters would arrive in Waterford, as far as you know, in a 
week, by the 3.20 p. m. train? — Three hundred and thirteen letters a week. 

2249. Chairman.] That is from Limerick? — From Limerick, from Clonmel, 
from Cork, and from all other towns which would get an increased or an additional 
communication with Waterford by such a mail. 

2250. Of course, in speaking of Waterford, with reference to that day mail, 
you do not include the London and Dublin correspondence which goes to 
Waterford by another route altogether? — Certainly not, because the Dublin day 
mail goes into Waterford at an earlier hour by another train. 

225?. Mr. Wi/son.] How many letters in a week would he advantaged in 
Clonmel, if the day mail arrived at 2 instead of 3 p. m., for the additional 
expense we have been referring to ? — One thousand two hundred and fifty-five 
metropolitan letters, or letters from Dublin, and 160 what we call bye-letters, 
or letters from such towns as Cork and Limerick. 

2252. And those would be the letters chiefly that would be advantaged by 
such a communication ? — One hundred and sixty letters would gain an addi- 
tional daily transit, and 1,255 letters would gain an additional hour in their 
arrival. 

2253. I think you stated to the Committee upon a former day, that you have 
already accelerated the arrival of the day mail in Clonmel by something like an 
hour ? — We have. 

2254. That acceleration which you have found possible with existing means 
will, under ordinary circumstances, afford ample opportunity for reply by tiie 
same evening’s post ? — Ample. 

0.62. s 4 2255. Mr 
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2255. Liddell. '[ Will you explain what you consider to be ample time ? 

' — The arrival is at 3 in the afternoon, and the dispatch from Clonmel is at- 
8.45 p. m. ; there are, therefore, five and three-quarters hours for that purpose. 

2256. Chairman.'] At what time is the delivery of that three o'clock arrival?- 
— Immediately after the arrival. 

2257. At what time ? — It begins at 3 . 40 , and is over at about 5 ; 3.30 is the 
proper time for dispatching the carriers. If the mail is heavy, we cannot get 
out the carriers at tlie hour fixed ; and therefore I have given the Committee, for 
fear of mistake, the latest hour at which the letter-carriers would leave the post- 
office for delivery. 

2258. Mr. IV'ilsun.] There has been a good deal said with regard to the direct 
daily mail betueen Waterford and Clonmel, which existed before the present 
arrangements? — There has. 

2259. Vt^oukl the Post-office be disposed to make a fair arrangement with the- 
railway, to use an existing passenger train for the purpose of giving that accom- 
modation which heretofore existed, if the railway company were disposed to make- 
an arrangement upon such terms as other railways in Ireland do ? — -The Post- 
master-general, no doubt, would be very willing to make such an arrangement. 

2260. An arrangement which should not at all disturb the arrangement of 
the railway company wdth regard to passengers ; the postmaster would not 
require to have any control with regard to the hour of departure, but he would- 
use the existing train?— Exactly. I may remark that Mr. Page, who is here, 
is prepared to give evidence to the Committee as to the manner in which such 
service is paid for on other railways, and will show that work on other railways 
is done at a very cheap rate, and will probably be able to give an opinion that 
Post-office work could be done upon this railway at the same rate. 

2261. If you were to establish this day mail between the Waterford and the 
Limerick junction, even at the rate of only 9 d. a mile, the cost of which would 
extend to about 1,000 1., what would be the advantage to the Post-office which 
you would gain by that expenditure, according to your usual computation of 
postal receipts and advantages in general? — Looking at a revenue of 900 /., of 
which 500 1. belongs to letters already havingl the advantage of a day mail, and 
400 1. belongs to letters which do not have that advantage, we should say that a 
quarter of the latter sum, that is to say, a quarter of 400 and a tenth of 500 l.y 
might be fairly so expended ; that would be, on the whole, the sum of 150 1. per 
annum. 

2262. Then the Post-office value of the expenditure of 1,000 /. would be 150 1. ? 
— Exactly so. 

2263. It has been stated that an inconvenience has been felt in Waterford, 
from there being no collection of letters made at the town receiving-office there- 
to fit the dispatch for Clonmel ; is that so r— It was so ; but it was immediately 
remedied in consequence of the mention made of it to the Committee. I can- 
explain to the Committee how that arose. The letter-carrier who used to deliver 
in a part of the town of Waterford in which that office is situated, formerly 
returned from his delivery at an hour which suited for the conveyance of a- 
hag from the receiving-house to the principal office ; the hours of the delivery 
were altered, and the collection, which had heretofore been provided for by this- 
letter-carrier, was dropped. 

2264. Had you any complaints made before you heard them in this room of 
that inconvenience r — No ; and I think I may add that no such complaint reached 
the Post-office, for search has been made in the Dublin and London offices for 
any communication upon the subject, and none can be found. 

2265. Is it one of those subjects of complaint which would have been imme- 
diately remedied if it had been made to you in the usual way ?— Certainly. 

2266. Sir S. l^orthcotc.] Did it not occur to you, when you were making the 
alteration as to taking the letters from the receiving-box, that it would be an 
inconvenient arrangement ? — The arrangement was not made by me; but I might 
explain to the Committee that postal arrangements are made np of very many 
small circumstances, and it will sometimes happen that, in making a large 
arrangement, some small circumstance will escape attention, and that appears to- 
have been the case in the instance alluded to. 

2267. Mr. Of course no alteration at first can be perfect, but you- 

make it perfect from time to time, as complaint is made with regard to any incon- 
venience 
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venience which is felt? — We endeavour to avoid any such cause of complaint; 
hut such cause does exist sometimes, and then we remedy it. 

2268. Mr. Gi'o^an.'] With regard to that inconvenience as to Waterford, 
which has been remedied by reason of the evidence given in this room, would it 
not have been the duty of the local inspector to have inquired into all com- 
plaints of the kind which might be made?- — No such complaint appears to have 
been made to the local inspector. 

2269. Is there in the local office any registrar of complaints that may be made 
with regard to this or analogous cases ? — If a representation were made to the 
postmaster of Waterford, he should write to the surveyor of the district. 

2270. You heard the evidence here of a gentleman, who stated in positive 
terms, that representations and complaints of that character were made? — 
I heard the gentleman say he had spoken to the postmaster of it ; as far as my 
memory serves me that was the only observation he made. 

2271. Your opinion is, that the representation was not in the form or manner 
in which it ought to be, to come formally under the cognisance of the inspector? 
— No doubt the postmaster should have represented the circumstance to the 
surveyor, even supposing no one had spoken to him about it ; it would have been 
better had the postmaster of Waterford done so ; and if a representation was 
made to him about it, that would be an additional reason why he should write 
to the surveyor upon the subject. 

2272. How long has that state of things existed? — Since the acceleration of 
the day mail into Waterford in December last. 

2273. Is it only since December that this inconvenience has been suffered? — 
As I have understood, it was occasioned by the alteration of the hour of the de- 
livery of the day mail ; and if so, it can only have taken place since December. 

2274. Chairman.] Does the surveyor or inspector, or whoever is the officer 
who visits these districts, pay periodical visits to see how matters go on ? — He 
pays many casual visits ; I cannot say periodical, because he does not go at fixed 
periods ; he is there from time to time, as circumstances require. 

2275. Is there any officer of the Post-office whose duty it is, when a material 
alteration takes place in the arrival or dispatch of a mail, to see how it will 
operate upon certain services of the Post-office ? — Certainly. 

2276. Who is that officer? — The surveyor of the district, who at that time 
w^as Mr. Drought, who has since left the service ; but as it may be that in 
saying that, I may seem to impute some blame to him, I should wish it to be stated 
that it is all but impossible for a surveyor in first carrying out any large arrange- 
ment to avoid some small inconvenience in some towns affected by it. 

2277. Mr. Barrow.] Are not the inspector’s visits made at uncertain times, 
so far as the Post-office are concerned? — Yes. 

2278. Have the inhabitants of the districts in general any means of know'ing 
when his visits may be expected, in order to make those slight complaints 
personally, instead of going through the ceremony of an application to the post- 
office in London ? — No ; there is no means by which they could do so ; if a 
gentleman makes a complaint and a surveyor intends to visit a post-office in 
consequence of that complaint, it is usual for the surveyor to give the com- 
plainant notice of his visit. 

2279. That would be in the case of a formal complaint being transmitted to 
London, and then being transmitted into the country to be inquired into ; but 
my question went rather to this, whether, if a complaint were made to the post- 
master of such a thing as the neglect of this receiving-house, it would not be his 
business to inform the complainant when the inspector arrived, in order that he 
might have an opportunity of stating the complaint to the surveyor?- — We are 
rather anxious that the postmaster should not know in any case of the intended 
visit of the surveyor. 

2280. But should not the postmaster, when he knows the inspector is in the 
place, communicate to the person making the complaint, in order that he should 
have an opportunity of seeing the inspector? — I am afraid that we should be 
overdone with complaints in that case ; we would rather avoid them. 

2281. Mr. Grogan.] Has the local postmaster any authority of his own to 
remedy complaints : — He could not remedy a complaint by any measure requiring 
an outlay of expenditure, nor could the surveyor remedy such complaint himself; 
no expenditure can be authorised except by the sanction of the Postmaster- 
general, 

0.62. T 
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2282. What additional expenditure has been incurred to the Post-office by- 
reason of the alteration -which you have made since this inquiry? — Two shillings 
and threepence a week. 

2283. It cost 2 5. 3 (/. a -week additional to collect that bag ? — Yes. 

2284. Will you state what letters would be accelerated, and where their 
general destination is, so far as you know by reason of collecting that bag ? — 
The letters posted in that portion of the city of Waterford in which the office is 
situated, addressed to Cork or to Limerick or to Clonmel, will be accelerated. 

2285. But accelerated to what degree? — They will be accelerated by different 
degrees, according to the town to which they are addressed. 

2286. Take Clonmel? — A letter for Clonmel would reach that town at 
8.25 p.m, on a Monday, instead of 3 p. m. on Tuesday. 

2287. That is somewhere about 18 hours? — Exactly. 

2288. Take Cavrick-on-Suir ? — A letter for Cairick-on-Suir would be accele- 
rated, you may say, 24 hours. 

2289. Then in fact, along the whole line that the mail travels, by this altera- 
tion a very considerable acceleration will take place in the letters ? — A very con- 
siderable acceleration will take place to a very inconsiderable number of letters. 
Before completing my evidence upon this question, as the matter has been gone 
into so largely, I should explain that it is a matter of some doubt as to -whether 
the town of W aterford vv'as at all entitled to a receiving office in this locality ; 
the number of letters was hardly held sufficient to authorise this expenditure 
when it was first established, and of course any increased expense would be so 
far an increased argument against its establishment. 

2290. Previous to the establishment of this district or town receiving office in 
Waterford, I presume the matters you are now speaking of were duly considered 
by the Post-office authorities ? — ^The otiice was established at my instance some 
years ago, and it was only barely possible then to establish it according to the 
rules of the department. 

2291. However, it was possible to establish it under the authority of the rules 
of the Post-office, and it was established? — It was so established with two col- 
lections of letters daily ; it still had two collections of letters daily when this 
Committee began to sit, so that, in fact, the amount of accommodation originally 
intended was still given ; but as circumstances, and the delivery of the to-wm, 
unconnected with the office itself, put that portion of the town to a certain 
amount of inconvenience, we have now given a third collection at an increased 
expense. 

2292. When this office was originally established, of course the Post-office, 
by the establishment, undertook to afford the parties who might make use of 
that office, all the accommodation and facility which the Post-office were capable 
of affording them ? — By no means. 

2293. What did they undertake to afford them ? — ^They undertook to afford 
them the means of sending their letters to the principal office at certain hours of 
the day without trouble to themselves, but they did not undertake to convey 
letters to the principal office at all hours of the day. 

2294. Mr. Witson.l Two deliveries were intended ? — Two collections. 

2295. Mr. Grogan.'] When was this receiving office originally established? — 
I should think in 1848 , but I speak with doubt. 

2296. Can you describe what, at that time, was the dispatch of the mails from 
Waterford to Limerick ? — The posts in the south of Ireland were very fluctuating 
just at that period, and I cannot undertake to give the exact hour of the dispatch 
from Waterford to Limerick when that office was first opened. 

2297. However, -u’hen that office was established, would letters put into that 
office be conveyed to the head office in time for the dispatch, under ordinary 
circumstances of the mail going to Limerick and Cork? — They would. 

2298. By subsequent arrangement, accelerating the time of the dispatch of 
this mail at half-past four, this particular office was thrown out of time in fact ? 
— It was not thrown out of time by that alteration, because, as I have already 
explained, an arrangement was made for bringing in those letters by a letter- 
carrier up to a short time since. 

2299. And it was that alteration in the arrangement of the letter-carrier that 
threw them out ? — It uas that new arrangement of the letter-carrier that threw 
them out. I have already explained to the Committee that it w-as accidental, 
and that the Post-office has to take to itself a certain amount of blame in the 

matter, 
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matter, but I think the blame is very small. The officer to whom the blame, if A. Trollope, Esq. 

any, is to be attached is not now in the office ; but I think if you had the conduct 

of the postal arrangements yourself, you could hardly escape some small over- 20 July 1855. 

sight occasionally. I am able to give the Committee evidence upon all such 

cases, and am prepared to show to the Committee that the great majority of 

cases of imputed mal-administration of the Post-office which have crkted so 

much astonishment, are perfectly erroneous ; there are some few cases in which 

the_ inquiry before the Committee has shown to us what we acknowledge to be 

omissions, and those we have immediately remedied. 

2300. In the particular case under inquiry, the Post-office authorities are 
satisfied that the parties in Waterford had a just ground of complaint ; and on 
being satisfied they took steps to remedy the grievance ? — Exactly. 

2301. Mr. Wilson.] Had the parties ever complained to the Po'st-office of that 
grievance, or were you aware of it before you heard of it in this room ?— Not before. 

2302. You never heard of it before?— I never heard of it before; I have 
made search for record of the complaint, and can find none, either in Dublin or ' 
in London. 

2303. Mr. Grogan.] At present you pay the Limerick and Waterford Railway 

for the transmission of letters by the day mail from the junction to Limerick, 

9 d. a mile r—One shilling a mile. Mr. Page will give you evidence by-and-bye’ 
much better than 1 can, upon the subject of the present payment to the railways, 
because they are all under his control. ’ 

2304. Have any propositions ever been made by the Post-office authorities to 
the railway directors for sending a mail by all their trains at the same rate ?— 

I am prepared to give any evidence with reference to benefit or injury which may 
accrue to towns situate on the lines of railway by the use of railways ; but I think 
if you ask Mr. Page with reference to railway companies, he can give you 
better evidence than I can. 

2305. You stated that the number of letters which could be transmitted from 
Limerick to Waterford by the establishment of a direct mail by a railway would, 
according to your estimate, come to about 900 1. a year ■ — I have said that the 
letters that would be conveyed by the line would give an income of 900 1. a year. 

2306. And you have estimated the increased expense at somethine: over 

1,000/. ?—£. 1,022. ^ 

2307. Have you any doubt, that if increased fiicilities of writing by means 
of that day mail were afforded between Limerick, Cork, and Waterford, the letters 
would very considerably increase in number? — It is our axiom that all 
increased accommodation increases the number of letters, and therefore I will 
not say that such would not be the case in the present instance ; but the in- 
creased accommodation would be so very small as to lead us to think there 
would be a very small increase in the number of letters. 

2308. Take the first town, Tipperary ; the increased accommodation, in point 
of arrival, would be half an hour ? — Half an hour. 

2309. And the increased accommodation, as to the dispatch, half an hour 
also ' — Yes. 

2310. What are the present hours of arrival and dispatch? — The present 
arrival is one, and the dispatch is 12. 

2311. Is that 12 at noon? — Twelve at noon and 1 p.ra. One p.m. is the 
arrival, and 12 at noon the dispatch ; there is one hour interval between the two, 
the dispatch taking place first. If the Committee will look at the railway, and 
will observe that the up and down trains cross at the junction, they* will 
see that the dispatch from Tipperary will take place a little time before the arrival 
at Tipperary. 

23 1 2. Then the letters at present arrive at such a time as to leave the parties 
23 hours vvithout an opportunity of answering?— No ; they arrive at one, but 
there is a night mail out of Tipperary ; the answers may be dispatched by the 
night mail. 

_ 2313, Take the next town, Cahir, what is the present time of arrival and of 
dispatch ? — The present arrival is at 2.^0 p.m., and the dispatch 10.20 a.m. 

2314, Mr. F. BcuUyr] Does that go by railway ? — At present the mail goes by 
mail car from Goold’s Cross to Cahir. 

2315. Mr. At what time can a letter, arriving by the morning 

dispatch, be answered? — The arrival being at 2.50 p.m., an answer can be 
dispatched by the night mail at 8.45 p. m. 
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2316. What time would be gained by the arrival in Cahir by the day mail ?— 

The arrival would be 1.45. r t u i- 

2317. To your knowledge, are there any banks at Cahir? — Yes, I believe 
there is a bank at Cahir. 

2318. Letters arriving now at 2.50, which is 10 minutes before the banks 
close, is it possible to transact any banking business to which those letters may 
give occasion? — I do not know anything about banking business, but I have no 
doubt that banking business is done in consequence of the arrival of those letters. 
If I go to the bank, not being a customer, they will not do any business with me 
after three o’clock; but if I am a customer, they will do so, I have no doubt. 

2319. Do you know that of your own knowledge? — I do not know it from 

experience at Cahir, but I have done business with banks at other places after 
three o’clock. _ • , r 

2320. If a mail arrives at 2.50 in Cahir, is there a delivery on the arrival 01 
that mail ? — There is. 

232 1 . At what time will that delivery be completed ? — About four. 

2322. Mr. Wilson.~[ What amount of time do you say the mail would be 

accelerated?— It would arrive at 1.45. ^ . 

2323. At what time would the delivery be completed r — About three. 

2324. Consequently quite too late to do any business with the banks, if they 
close at* three ?— I should say that all banks send for their letters ; they do not 
get them by the letter-carriers. Shopkeepers could not get their letters in time 
to do business with the banks in either one case or the other. 

2325. Mr. Grogan.'\ By the new arrangement the letters would arrive, I 
understand you, in Cahir at 1.45 i — Yes. 

2326. And the delivery would be completed, according to your view, about 
three ?— You may say three ; 1 am not prepared to say positively whether it 
would be a quarter before or a quarter after. 

2327. What possible difficulty would exist with shopkeepers or merchants, 

who receive their letters in the earlier part of that delivery, in reference to their 
transacting banking business that day ?— That depends upon the exact part of 
the town in which the merchant lives, and also upon what his banking business 
consists of. I presume a merchant has something to do after he gets his letters, 
before he goes to the bank. _ 

2328. I assume a merchant receiving his letter by the quarter to two delivery, 
and that he has business to transact with the bank, would there be any difficulty 
whatever in his transacting that business before the bank closes ? Perhaps if I 
should say that a merchant getting his letters delivered to him at half-past two 
could walk into the bank before three, I should say all that I am called upon to 
say. 

2320. Could he do that by possibility under the present system?— He 

could not. . , „ 

0300 Then that would be a decided gam to the mercantile community I 
I think we have acknowledged all through that Cahir would get a decided 

^^^33 1 . Take Clonmel, what would be the difference in arrival at Clonmel?— 
The present arrival is three ; the arrival would be two. 

2332. Of course the same observation with regard to affording facilities applies 

there as in the previous case ? — Yes. , ,, r 

2333. Take Carrick-on-Suir ?— At Carrick-on-Suir the arrival would be 

2.45 p.m. instead of 4-35. ...... , -c 

m4. That would hardly afford any banking facilities r— No ; perhaps if you 
took the hour at the middle of the delivery it would be fair; it depends upon the 
nature of the town and the part in which the person lives ; in some cases it 
would take 20 minutes, in some 30, and in some 40 to get out the letter-carriers. 

2^2';. Can you state to the Committee the gain of accommodation that would 
arise to the merchants in any of those towns respectively by the later dispatch . 
—The later dispatch of the day mail is not nearly so important as the earlier 
arrival of it ; Tipperary would gain half an hour in the dispatch, Cahir would 
gain an hour and 20 minutes, Clonmel would gam 60 minutes, and Carrick-on-buir 
would gain 2 hours 45 minutes ; but in no case would the dispatcli be at so late 
an houl- as to enable business men, as a rule, to do their business and write 
their letters before the dispatch. There was very clear evidence given here by a 
gentleman connected with the city of Waterford, Mr. Alexander I think, who 
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itold us that a somewhat later dispatch by the day mail from the town was not A. Trollope, Esq. 

of any material use to men of business, and such is the experience which we 

have at the Post-office. 20 July 1855. 

2336. Assuming I am a resident in Clonmel, for instance, if I receive a letter 
by your present system conveying half-notes, or bills of exchange, or anything 
else to me, would it be possible for me to transact business with the banker, and 
ito send an answer by the day mail ? — I presume you mean by the night mail you 
receive the letter. 

2337. No, I confine my question to the day mail? — I presume the question 
refers to arrival by the night mail and dispatch by the day mail. 

2338. No ; I assume 1 am a resident in Clonmel, and that I receive a letter by 
your present day mail containing half-notes, bankers’ cheques, or anything else ; 
can I send an acknowledgment of that letter to my correspondent in Limerick by 
the return day mail ? — ^You can do it by the next day’s day mail. 

2330. What is the interval of time ? — The Honourable Member asks with refer- 
ence to the day mail ; the answer would go by the night mail. We have already 
seen that the interval would be from 3 p.m. to 8.45 p.m., reaching Limerick in 
the middle of the night. 

2340. Would a letter dispatched in the way I have just described go by 
Dublin ?— -No. 

2341. It goes straight on? — Yes. 

2342. It reaches Limerick about 12 o’clock at night? — It reaches Limerick 
at three o’clock in the morning. 

2343. If the system which has been suggested of the use of the day mail 
xilong the line were established, would not there be time to acknowledge the 
receipt of that letter by the return day mail? — No, certainly not; because the 
dispatch of the day mail would be before the arrival of the day mail ; in any case, 
a glance at the map will show that if the trains should all meet at the junc- 
tion, the train going away from Clonmel must necessarily leave Clonmel before the 
train arrives at the junction. 

2344. Mr. P. Scul/]/.] At what hour does the day mail leave Clonmel? — 

10 . 10 . 

2345. At what hour would it leave if you took advantage of the railway? — 

At 11. 

2346. At what hour do the banks and houses of business open in the morning ? 

— They are not very early people in Clonmel. 

2347. At what hour do the banks open? — Ten, I believe. 

2348. Would they not gain very nearly an hour for answering their letters by 
that arrangement? — They would gain 50 minutes in dispatching their letters. 

2349. answering the letters received by the night mail? — I will not admit 
that they would gain 50 minutes in answering their letters, because, as a rule, 
that mail would not be used for answering letters. It would be in the power of 
the banks to answer them now, because bankers get their letters before 10, but 
they do not open their houses of business before 10 ; it would give 50 minutes 
additional time for the dispatch. 

2350. Would it not also give some additional security to the carriage of those 
letters as compared with the one-horse car which goes to Goold’s Cross now ? — 

I cannot say that there would be any additional security to a mail which is 
secure now. 

235 1 . Do you think the one-horse car to Goold’s Cross is always secure ? — I do. 

2352. Are you aware of the breaks down and the injury which has been 
sustained during the last year by that one-horse car to Goold’s Cross? — I heard 
in this room that the driver had got drunk once. 

23,13. Have you not heard of the losses of the bags? — No; and I think that 
every witness who was asked a question on that subject said that he could give 
no instance at all of a lost letter ; every witness who was asked said he knew no 
instance of letters having been lost. 

2354. Did you hear Mr. Wilson K^eniiedy’s evidence upon that subject? 

— \ es. 

2355. Did he not state that the bags were found in a field upon one occasion, 
and on another occasion the boy driving the car tumbled off, and the bags were 
found in a ditch, and the horse and car were stopped by the police on the road; 
can you contradict that ?— I cannot contradict it; I did not understand that there 
were two occasions ; I thought he named one. 
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2356. That occurred within the last 12 months? — I do not think he stated 
that it was within the last 12 months. 

2357. Did he not also state that constant delays occurred; that the arrivals 
were always an hour after the time fixed by the Post-office? — I do not think he 
stated so ; but if he did say it, he stated that which was not the fact ; however, 
he might have also stated that during the snow last year, the line from Mallow 
to Cork was so stopped with snow that the train could not be got through ; but 
I should not therefore say that the railway was an insecure mode of conveying 
letters. 

2358. Sir S. Northcote.'] Would you put that as a parallel case to the two 
cases which were instanced of the post-boy getting drunk, and the letters being 
found in a field, and the car going away and being stopped by the police ? — 
Perhaps, if I were to instance a case in which some portion of the railway engine 
broke, and stopped the conveyance of the mail, it might be more parallel to that 
of the driver being drunk. 

2359. Mr. F. Scully.'] Can Mr. Page give the Committee information as to 
those cases stated by Mr. Kennedy ? — No ; Mr. Page can give you no informa- 
tion as to one-horse cars. 

2360. Was any report made to the Post-office at the time ? — There is a 
report made every day by means of the time-bill. 

2361. Who was the surveyor at that period?' — Mr. Kendrick, 

2362. As to delays in the arrivals of the mails in Clonmel by the one-horse 
car, has the surveyor of the district any knowledge or information ; is there any 
report made to him by the postmaster in the town as to the hours of arrival ? — 
There is a daily time-bill ; every mail-car carries a time-bill, which is sent to the 



surveyor. 

2303. Have you seen the time-bill within the last 12 months relative to 
Clonmel ? — I have not. 

2364. 'I hen you can give no information upon .the subject of the arrival of 
that car? — Of my own knowledge I can state that the surveyor of the district 
represents the arrival of those cars in Clonmel to be regular. 

2365. Have you seen that in writing from him? — I saw it in writing yester- 
day. 

2366. Have you got the exact hours of the arrival of those cars in Clonmel? 
— No. 

2367. During the six winter months, from November to May? — When I am 
speaking of the punctual arrival, I am speaking of the present time, and the- 
months immediately previous to the present time ; I cannot say but w'hat those 
arrivals during the snow and the frost were irregular; probably they were so. 

2368. I am speaking of other months besides the months in which the snow 
and' frost occurred; of the six months between last November and last May; 
what was the arrival of those cars during that period ? — I cannot give any de- 
tailed account of the arrivals, but it is represented to me that as a rule the 
arrivals are regular. The car is worked by the best mail-car contractor we have, 
Mr. Bianconi; and as a rule his mail-cars are regularly worked. 

2369. Mr. Grogun.] You spoke of the punctual arrival of those mail-cars, 
and stated that you saw a report from Mr. Kendrick to that effect; over what 
period of time does the word “ punctual ” extend? — From the time when last 
winter’s snow and frost ceased to impede the mails ; but I cannot give answers 
which wnll be accurate in all such details. 

2370. But you undertook in the first instance to give the Committee answers 
to all those points? — Not at all; I can give general evidence, but not as to such 
minute details. 

2371. You will recollect that when you first came forward here, I asked you 
the question whether yon could give the Committee this information, not having 
been for some years in charge of this district ; Mr. Kendrick being the surveyor ? 
— Mr. Kendrick could not give you the information you now ask, nor any other 
one person whom you can name. 

2372. But there would be no difficulty in giving a return of the arrivals from 
the records in the Post-office? — A return of the arrivals of the mail-car at 
Clonmel over a long period of time could not be given. 

2373. Why not?— Because the time-bills are not kept ; they are used for 
such purpose as is necessary arising from them, and when that is done they are- 



destroyed. 
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2374* Mr. F. Scully.l Returns were made to the House of Commons, and 
questions were answered by the Honourable Member near me, as to the arrival 
of certain mails at certain times in Dublin and London; if those could be given, 
I want to know why they could not be given with respect to the arrivals at 
Clonmel f — Because the branch mails are much more numerous than the direct 
mails ; of course it is easy to keep a small number of time-bills which refer to 
large and heavy mails a longer time than it is those more numerous, but less 
important time-bills, with regard to light branch mails. 

2375* Mr. Wilson.'] How long are the smaller time-bills kept which refer to 
Clonmel, for instance? — They are destroyed immediately after they are examined, 
unless in cases in which the contractor seems to be doing his work badly; in 
which case they are preserved as evidence against the contractor, that it is 
necessary either to take the contract from him or to punish him. 

2376. Mr. F. Scully.] Are they not kept as evidence in the case of complaints 
as to the non-arrival of those mails in proper time r — No, certainly not. 

2377* Then there is no evidence whether those complaints were founded in 
truth or not? — If the complaints were made at the time the inconvenience was 
felt, all the information required could be given ; but if I were to be asked as to 
the arrival of the branch mails in England or Ireland during the course of last 
year, though I might explain any irregularity which had occun*ed, I could not 
give the exact hours of arrival. 

2378. I will call your attention to one answer of Mr. Kennedy’s; he stated 
that the arrival of the Dublin day mail in Clonmel from Goold’s Cross was at 
ten minutes before four, he says, “ During the winter I generally received my 
letters at half-past five or six o’clock in the evening.” I want to know if the 
mail had arrived punctually at four o’clock, would not the letters have been 
delivered long before that hour ? — No, that depends very much upon Mr. 
Kennedy’s residence ; if the hour of arrival were at four, and the letter-carriers 
were dispatched at half-past four, certainly the delivery would not be finished at 
half-past five. 

2379- yo’-i know that Mr. Kennedy lives in one of the principal streets 

in Clonmel ? — I do not know w'here he lives ; but you allude to the arrival of the 
letters at Clonmel at four, and Mr. Kennedy, I understand, said he did not gene- 
rally get his letters till half-past five; that would be in the natural course of 
things. 

2380. He stated the time varied very much, and that they were very irregular 
in their arrival in Clonmel; you say the arrival was regular? — I do not know 
whether you are alluding to the day mail or the night mail. 

2381. The day mail I speak of, arriving at Clonmel ? — Taking Mr. Kennedy’s 
evidence, I should say that the arrivals at the time to which he alludes appear 
to have been regular. 

2382. But you give the Committee no evidence as to whether they w^ere regu- 
lar or irregular. You can afford no information, except that one statement ; 
you can give the Committee no facts within your own knowledge to prove it? — 
I can give no statement of the absolute arrivals during the last winter of the day 
and night mails at Clonmel ; it will be easily seen, that if I am expected to do 
it of Clonmel, I must be expected to do it of hundreds of towns situated in the 
the different counties to which this inquiry goes; the amount of evidence I 
should be expected to give would be very voluminous, and more than can be 
reasonably looked for. 

2383. Are there a hundred such towns in the district, or 50 towns in Ireland, 
the size of Clonmel? — No, not of the size of Clonmel. 

2384. Is not Clonmel one of the first inland towns in Ireland ?— Certainly it 
is one of the first inland towns in Ireland ; but if I am expected to give these 
details as regards Clonmel, 1 should be, I presume, expected to give them as to 
other towns so circumstanced. Another Honourable Member for some other 
county than Tipperary might think that the towns of his county were equally 
deserving of importance with Clonmel. 

2385. Are you aware of the extent of trade and business done in Clonmel, 
or are you aware of any other inland town in Ireland which does the same 
amount of business?' — I should be sorry to say that it was not so; although 
Clonmel is a good town, I think Kilkenny is as good. 

2386. Sir /S'. Northcote.] You say the time-bills are destroyed as soon as they 
are examined ; by whom are they examined, and when ? — The time-bills are sent 
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to the surveyor, either daily or weekly, according to his discretion ; they are then 
examined by one of his clerks, and, in the event of its being necessary to take- 
any notice of a time-bill in consequence of lost time or irregularity of service, it 
comes before the surveyor himself ; in the event of there being no such neces- 
sity, the time-bills are destroyed immediately after their examination. 

0387. Is every instance of irregularity brought before the surveyor, or does the- 
clerk merely bring- those ■v\^hich appear to be very striking r — The clerk uses some 
discretion ; different surveyors may have different rules ; one surveyor may have 
a clerk -who may be as good or a better officer than himself, and another may 
have a clerk whom he may not be able to trust so -well ; of course, all those 
circumstances must depend upon the chance arrangement of the district, 

2388. Are you not aware that the people of a district are not likely to com- 
plain to the surveyor until irregularities have been going on for some time ? — 
I cannot say that I am aware of that ; I am aware of quite the contrary ; I am, 
moreover, aware that more complaints will be made in the case of one late arrival 
of a regular car than in the case of a late arrival of an irregular car ; if a car is 
daily late half an hour, no complaint will be made ; but if a car keeps its time: 
regularly for a month, and then is late half an hour, a complaint will be made. 

2389. ’Then supposing a car is generally performing its work in*egularly, it is- 
not probable that you will have either complaints or records of that irregu- 
larity?— We have complaints of irregularity, and we notice them, but it does- 
not necessarily give rise to compl-aints from the public. 

2390. Are you aware whether there are records of the irregularity in this par- 
ticular case? — 1 am aware that the surveyor has reported to the Post-ofKce in 
London that the work is regularly done. 

2391 . Do you suppose that to arise from the car being really regular that no- 
isolated complaints are made, or from its being so irregular that there are no- 
complaints made, the parties being used to it ? — Not at all : I think the Honour- 
able Member makes a very unfair deduction. I have spoken of irregularity 
complained of by the public, but the irregularity is noticed by the surveyor, 
even though it is not complained of by the public ; it sometimes occurs that a 
car may be irregular, and that the surveyor has not the means, nor have the 
Post-office the means, of stopping the irregularity at once. If we were to dis- 
continue the use of that contractor immediately, we could not, at the moment, 
provide for the conveyance of the mails at all ; we are obliged to give notice to- 
quit, and, during the interval, we have no means of exacting regularity, and 
therefore there may be long instances of irregularity. 

2392. Mr. Liddell.'] I presume similar time-bills are received from the rail- 
way companies which convey the mails by the surveyor? — No; the mails 
carried by railways are, as “a rule, accompanied by mail-guards, and the time-- 
bills for such mails are filled up by the mail-guards, and are sent to the comp- 
troller of mails, Mr. Page, who is now here. They are kept longer than the 
district time-bills. 

2393. Are we to understand that the railway time-bills ai’e not sent to the 
local inspector at all ?— They are not. 

2394. In no. part of Ireland that you are acquainted with? — There are some 
cases in my own district, in which railways carry mails, the time-bills of which 
are sent to the local surveyor, but as a rule they go to Mr. Page, the comptroller, 
of mails. 

2395. Is that rule also observed in England.? — I believe the rules to be pre- 
cisely the same in England as in Ireland. 

2396. Mr. Barrow.] You said that the complaint of the public might only 
be made when an irregularity occurred in a regular conveyance. Am I to 
understand that it would be the duty of the surveyor, supposing a car to be too 
late by half an hour for a month together, to report it ? — It would be the duty, 
of the surveyor to act upon it. 

2397. Both to report it and to act upon it? — He would report it when he 
found it perfectly impracticable to remedy it, because he would call for the; 
Postmaster-general’s sanction for putting an end to the contract ; the contract 
is between the contractor and the surveyor, and not between the contractor and., 
the Postmaster-general. 

2398. I understand you also to say that you have no remedy in case of 
neglect by the contractor, but a change of contract ; I take it for granted that 
the contractor is under terms of engagement by which you can punish him ? — : 

The 
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The coDtractor is under a contract, and in that contract there is a penalty 
clause, but the penalty clause does not enable a servant of the post-office to 
make the contractor buy a new horse, or to buy a new car, or to furnish a new 
driver. 

2399. Sir S. Nortkcofe.] But does not it enable them to fine him for being 
late ? — Practically speaking, we find w’e cannot fine the contractor. 

2400. Mr. Wilson.'] It would be a matter of considerable time ? — It would 
be a matter of considerable time, and the delay would be going on all the 
time ; we occasionally send the mails by express, and then deduct the cost of 
such express from the contractor, and so far we do fine him. 

2401. Chairman.] Has not the Post-office also the power of inflicting a 
penalty by withholding payment ? — We have the power in certain circumstances 
of withholding payment, but we are unwilling to do it, if we can help it. 

2402. Is not that better than going to law with the contractor ? — We do not 
go to law with the contractor. 

2403. Then the public are left to be inconvenienced because you will not go 
to law with the contractor and enforce the contract ? — Not so ; the matter has 
been fully gone into ; generally speaking, such delays as those alluded to arise 
from poverty on the part of the contractor, and any stoppage of the sum due to 
the contractor would not remedy that evil. 

2404. Do not you understand that that is one of the very grounds of our 
complaint, that the Post-office conducts the public service by means of such 
poor conveyances that the public are greatly inconvenienced ; it now appears 
from your answer that the poverty of the contractor is the reason why you 
do not enforce the contract and obtain an efficient service? — Mail contractors 
are equally subject to bankruptcy and loss as other tradesmen, and perhaps 
more so than any other kind of tradesmen, and in dealing with our contractors 
we can only deal with them as we would with other tradesmen. 

2405. Mr. F. Scu/l^.] Would not this difficulty be obviated entirely by the 
use of the railway r — Certainly not. 

2406. Have you ever heard of a railway company becoming bankrupt, or your 
not being able to compel them to keep their time ? — No ; but railway companies 
are not running on the lines to which the Committee are alluding, 

2407. Are there not railw’ay trains running direct from those towns of which 
you are speaking, that is between Clonmel and the junction everv dav ? — There 
are. 

2408. Running at about the same hours, arriving at Clonmel at two, the car 
arriving at three ? — There are. 

2409. Is it right, or just, or proper that they should be carried by a one-horse 
car, as you may say, running alongside the train every day? — Certainly ; I think 
it is right, and just, and proper. I do not think we can undertake to convey 
mails b^y the best means of conveyance, irrespective of expense ; I think very 
often rather than convey them by train it w^ould be better not to convey them 
at all. 

2410. Are YOU aware that in answer to a question put by an Honourable 
Member of the House to the Noble Lord at the head of the Government, he 
stated “that the collection of revenue by the Post-office was rather incidental 
than an essential function, and that the Post-office was an administrative depart- 
ment of the Government, rather than one for the collection of revenue. It was 
the opinion of those who had most studied the matter that the main object of the • 
Post-office was, not to collect revenue, but to effect an easy, ready, and cheap 
transmission for correspondence for the convenience of the public, and the promo- 
tion of the commercial interests of the country ”? — Y es, I certainly read it with a 
great deal of pleasure. 

2411. Is it carrying out that principle, that while you have railway trains 
running direct between different towns, as you have here, you use a one-horse 
car, which is not only insecure, but continually subject to delays, and is it not 
a great injustice to the public in not giving them advantage of the most available 
means of conveyance ? — I cannot see anything in the principle laid down by the 
Prime Minister, which would justify the Postmaster-general in conveying mails 
at a cost greater than the whole revenue to be derived from them, and thereby 
make it necessary to call upon the House of Commons for a subsidy to pay the 
additional expense. 
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^ A. Trollope, Es q. 3^, 3, Xhe receipts would not very nearly make up the expense in this case ? ' 

20 Juiv isee ^ think not ; I think it has been shown that the use of the railway from, 

ly 55- Waterford to Limerick would consume all the surplus revenue of the Poat-offlce 
in the south of Ireland. 

2413. 1 am speaking of the day mail? — The day mail would do its part of 
that consumption. 

2414. In case of the employment of the train for the day mail, I think you 
stated in a former part of your evidence that the additional accommodation 
would increase the revenue to about 900 1. a year ?— No ; I stated that the whole 
existing revenue, from letters which would be conveyed, is 900 /. a year, and that 
the additional expense, not the whole expense, nor perhaps by far the greater 
part of conveying those letters, but the additional expense of conveying them, 
would be 1,022 L over and above the present cost. 

2415. Mr. Wilsori.'] Is it not the case, that the whole of the postage obtained 

from letters which would travel over that line is 900 L a yeg.r } Yes . 

T additional cost to that which is now expended upon that 

line, if the railway were used, would be 1,022 1 a year ?— Yes. 

2417. So that the additional cost, to say nothing of the present cost would 
absorb more than the whole revenue of the line?— Yes, that is so. 

241 8. Mr. F. Scully.] Are you speaking of the night mails, or the dav mails ^ 
— 1 he day mails. 

2419. You make no allowance for the increase of letters? No. 

2420. Are you speaking of the towns of Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, Tipperarv 

Oahir, and Limerick ?- Limerick already has its mail; there would be a certain 
amount of advantage to the town of Limerick ; 42 letters would be accelerated 
giving a revenue of 1 1 /. ’ 

2421. What is the expense to the Post-office for the carriage of those day 

mails at present between those towns ? — Which towns, Limerick'? ^ 

2422. On the line between Limerick and Waterford ?— £. 668 is paid for the 
conveyance of the day mail from the Limerick Junction to Limerick. 

^ 2423. Mr. Wilson.'] What the Committee wish to know is, what is the exist- 
ing expense of conveying those letters represented by a revenue of 900/ a year 
upon which an increase of 1,022/. would take place by the use of the railway ?— 

It is quite impossible to state that ; for instance, 42 of those letters goino’ into 
Limerick are now conveyed into Limerick by trains running at nioht, and it 
would be quite impossible for me to say how much of that sum of 4^.’ 6 (/. a 
single mile, which is paid for the use of the night mail train, should be appro- 
priated to those special 42 letters. 

2424. Mr. F. Scully.] Then, as to the expense, you can give no actual 
estimate ; you merely take 900 /. a year as the revenue ?— I can give a statement 
of the letters which would be conveyed, but cannot state' the present expense of 
conveying them. Take, for instance, a letter going from Cork to Clonmel at present, 
and which now travels by a night mail train as far as Goold’s Cross, that letter would 
be conveyed by some other conveyance ; thus I might state what would be the 
increased cost of conveyance, but 1 cannot possiblv state the present cost of 
conveyance. 

2425. You cannot state the increased number of letters which would he 
conveyed by that new route ?— No, that it is impossible to state. 

2426. Mr. GroganP^ Has any inquiry taken place, upon the part of the Post- 
office, with reference to the circumstance of the mail bags being lost from the 
car? — 1 have no doubt such inquiry was made. 

2427. Do you know it? — No. 

2428. Is there any record of it? — LFndouhtedly there is. 

2429. Did the letter from Mr. Kendrick, which you say spoke of the punc- 
tuality of delivery by this particular car, refer in any manner whatsoever to the 
occasion of which I am speaking?— Not at all; if 'it had been understood that 
the Committee -would make inquiry into any one special case of delay in the 
delivery of any of the mails in the south of Ireland, care would have been taken 
to provide the means of answering such questions. It was imagined that the 
inquiries were to be confined to the best modes of serving the towns, or of 
improving the present means of serving the towns, and that no inquiry would be 
considered necessary into any one special act of delay upon the part of the Post- 
office. 

2430. What 
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2430. What did you conceive was the object of appointing this Committee? — 
To improve the conveyance of the mails in the south of Ireland. 

2431. In order to improve them, is it not necessary to ascertain the individual 
grievances of towns r— Certainly it may be, and I have no doubt that the mail 
from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel was delayed ; if the witness said so, I do not con- 
tradict it. 

2439. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that any inquiry has taken place 
into the circumstance of the loss of the mails from the car ? — I know that such 
a thing could not possibly take place without an inquiry being made. 

2433. But you do not know, of your own knowledge, that such an inquiry has 
been made ? — It w'ould be impossible that I could know it. 

2434. Mr. Wilson.'] Would that inquiry be made by means of correspondence, 
and, if so, would there be any written evidence or record of the inquiry? — I have 
no doubt such written evidence exists ; it depends entirely upon what was the 
nature of the complaint. 

2435. Then it can be produced ? — If the delay arose, as I had imagined, from 
the drunkenness of the driver, the probability would be that Mr. Kendrick would 
require Mr. Bianconi to dismiss the driver, and put another on. 

2436. Mr. F. Scully.'] Are you aware of any evidence given in this inquiry to 
the effect that the driver was drunk? — No, I am not. I think it was said that 
the driver fell off his car. 

2437. Mr. Grogan.] Could it possibly occur that the mail hags should be lost 
from the car under any circumstances whatever without the fact being reported 
to the Post-office ? — I should say perfectly impossible. 

2438. And if reported, your impression is that it would, he inquired into V — I 
should say so. 

2439. Would there be any possibility of putting before this Committee the 
particulars of the inquiry and the result ? — The surveyor may have gone to 
Clonmel about it immediately on hearing that the bags had been lost, and have 
personally seen Mr. Bianconi or his agent there, discovered the cause, and 
applied an immediate remedy ; there would, in that case, be no letter to show it 
at all ; no correspondence would take place. 

2440. Mr. Wilson] Who was the surveyor at the time r — Mr. Kendrick. 

2441 . Mr. Grogan.] In fact, there is no record of which you are aware, of any 
inquiry and decision by the Post-office relative to this particular occasion : — Not 
that I am aware of. 

2442. Are you aware of any evidence relative to the mails being lost at the 
time of the snow r — I am aware of many delays. I have not heard any evidence 
of the loss of the mails during the snow. 

2443. Have you heard evidence given of mail-bags having been brought in 
by country people to the post-office, or by the police to the post-office, which 
had been found in a field during the snow ? — I cannot say that I have ; I will 
not say that I have not ; but I do not recollect the circumstance. I remember 
Mr. Heard, who was a member of the House, giving evidence, but it does not 
appear to me that either of the instances referred to, as regarding Clonmel, 
especially alludes to snow. I was not aware that inquiry would be made into 
any special case of delay. As a genei-al rule I have expressed my opinion, that 
I believe mail-carts to be secure. 1 have had many years’ experience of them, 
and I think so still. 

2444. Are you aware that the subject of the loss of these hags was brought 
under the notice of the Honourable Member for Westbury by a Member of the 
House of Commons? — No, I am not aware of it; nor would it he natural that 
I should he aware of it. 

2445. complaint went before the Post-office authorities here respecting 
the non-delivery of those mails in time, or the security of the mode of convey- 
ance by those cars, to whom would that be referred ? — To the surveyor of the 
district. 

2446. Were you surveyor of the district in August 1853 ? — No ; I was never 
surveyor of the district ; I was assistant in the district. 

2447. Who was surveyor of the district in which Clonmel is situate in August 
1853 ? — There have been some changes in the limits of the districts lately ; 
Clonmel is in Mr. Kendrick’s district, but I think Clonmel was in Mr. Drought’s 
district in August 1853 . I am not positive. There are three districts in Ireland 
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A. Trollope, Es(j. now where there were four ; there have been changes. I think at that time 
Clonmel was in Mr. Kendrick’s district. 

30 Ju]y 1855. 2448. In August 1853 the subject was brought under the notice of the Post- 

office by myself in a letter addressed to the Honourable Member near me, in 
which I stated continual complaints had been made of the mode of conveying the 
mails between Clonmel, Cahir, Cashel and Goold’s Cross. “ Accidents are con- 
tinually occurring, and not long since the mail-bags were lost in Cashel” ? — ^There 
is one case substantiated during the last two years ; that other case was before 
1853. 

2449. Before August 1853 ? — We may assume there has been one case during 
the last year. 

2450. Several cases have occurred since August 1853 ? — That case to which 
you brought the attention of the Postmaster-general was one of those cases to 
which Mr. Kennedy alluded. 

2451. No ; it was a similar case to that. In that mode of conveyance by one- 
horse car, without any passengers upon it, what is more likely to happen than 
the driver going to sleep in the way mentioned by Mr. Kennedv ; and is not that 
therefore a great objection to that mode of conveyance ? — It is' not very likely to 
happen. I do not deny those circumstances to which you allude, but I have had 
very great experience in those mail cars for many years, and I have very seldom 
found any complaints of that kind made. 

2452. Mr. fFi/son.] How long have you been deputy surveyor, or surveyor, in 
Ireland? — Since 1841. 

2453. In your districts had you a great number of those one-horse cars 
running? — A great number. 

2454. In your whole experience, can you call to recollection any instances 
where mails were lost from those one-horse cars ? — In my whole experience, I can 
speak of two instances only. 

2455. Since 1841? — Since 1841. 

2456. In those instances, was there any loss or inconvenience beyond the delay 
which occurred ? — In those two instances I think there was. 

2457. Loss?— I think in both those cases the car was robbed; in one of the 
cases I think no property was taken away; and in the other case I think a ring 
was stolen and brought back again. 

2458. You say a ring was stolen and brought back again? — To the best of my 
remembrance of tlie case, a man was tried for stealing the ring, and I think the 
ring was obtained afterwards ; I believe that was the case. 

2459. Barrow.] When you talk about the loss of the bags, you mean only 
a temporary loss, and not a permanent loss ? — I was asked whether I remembered 
any case of absolute loss ; in the case I speak of, the mails were opened, but I could 
give cases of the same description with reference to mail coaches, and I remember 
also some cases of property being stolen from railways in the same way; it is fair 
in taking evidence of this sort to make a parallel between the two things. 

2460. Mr. Grogan.] Confining your attention to the question just put by 
Mr. Wilson, in answer to which you observed, that there were two cases of 
mails being lost, are there in your knowledge any instances in which the mail- 
bags have fallen from the car in the manner described between Goold’s Cross and 
Clonmel ; not actually lost, because they were afterwards regained ; but in which 
they were out of the possession of the guard or officer of the Post-office in 
charge of them ? — I have known cases in which guards have lost bags off mail 
coaches. 

2461. In your district? — Yes, in my district; 1 do not at this moment 
remember any case of a bag being dropped by a mail-car driver, but I will not 
pretend to say that such case has not happened; I dare say it has happened. 

2462. Then practically these cases do occasionally occur? — I have known 
cases in which mail-guards have dropped bags, and in cases in which they were 
conveyed by railways. There is no positive security to be got by the one or the 
other. 

2463. Mr. Wilson.] With your experience of the various modes of conveying 
mail bags, are you prepared to state to this Committee that there is practically 
any material difference in point of security between the mail cars and the 
other modes of conveying mails? — In the security of the bags I think there 
is no practical difference, but in the regularity of arrival I think there is a 
difference. 

2464. Mr. 
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2464. Mr. Grogan^ Vou stated that you knew of some instances in which the A. Trollope, Esq. 

bags had been lost by guards going by railway ? — In which they had left them 

behit^. 2oJuJyi855. 

2465. Left them behind where, at the wrong town? — Yes, or at the wrong 
station. 

2466. That is, they delivered the bags in error at the wrong station? — Either 
•delivered them at the wrong station, or omitted to take them up at the station. 

2467. Is that loss ? — That is not loss, nor is the other. 

2468. Is it an analogous case to that which was put of the mail bags having 
got out of the possession of the officer in charge of them by the upsetting of the 
•car? — It is an analogous case, as far as the consequence goes; it is not an 
analogous case as far as the fault of the man in charge goes. In judging of the 
-effect upon the public, I should say it was an analogous case ; in judging of the 
punishment to be given to the servant of the Post-office, I should say it was not. 

2469. I asked you whether, in any district within your knowledge, at the 
time you surveyed, any instances similar to those which occurred in the case of 
the mail-car between Goold’s Cross and Clonmel had occurred, and you said there 
had r — From mail coaches. 

2470. You also said you could give instances of their having occurred by 
railways ; are the cases which you now describe of bags having been delivered 
at the wrong station, or having been omitted to be taken up at the right station, 
analogous instances with the one as to which I asked you ? — They are not 
analogous with regard to the conduct of the men in fault. 

2471. Will you state what is the total present expenditure for conveying the 
day mails from Limerick and Cork to Waterford, and all the intermediate towns, 
and vice versa, and what would be the sum total of expenditure if they were con- 
veyed by railway r — There is no conveyance of letters by the day mail between 
Cork, Waterford and Limerick. 

2472. You stated that the expense of conveying those mails by railway would 
be 1,022/. additional to something or other; what is that? — Additional expense. 

2473. Additional to what? — To the present expense. 

2-474. What is the present expense ? — The present expense of conveying the 
mails to Clonmel can hardly be given, because we pay a certain sum per mile for 
the use of the whole line from Dublin to Cork, and I cannot say how great a 
■proportion of that expense should be named for conveying the Clonmel bags 
from Dublin to Goold’s Cross, but we can say what the additional expense would be. 

2475. But you say additional over the existing expense ; I want you to 
explain that ? — The meaning is that the Post-office would have to pay 1,022 ?. 

•per annum more than they pay at present. 

2476. And you cannot define what proportion of that is applicable to Clonmel ? 

— I cannot. It has just been stated to me that a bag was dropped by a mail guard 
from a mail train running over the North-Western Railway. 

2477. That is in England ? — Yes. 

2478. Are we inquiring as to England ? — We are inquiring as to Ireland, but 
it is an analogous case. 

2479. Chairman.] If there was a day mail sent by railway from the Junction 
to Waterford througii Clonmel, would not there be the saving of the present 
conveyance of the day-mail from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel? — There would. 

2480. Have you taken that into account? — We have; we have deducted all 
conveyances which would be saved, and we have added all conveyances which 
would have to be put on. 

2481. Mr. Grogai2.] Am I to understand you to say, that by the 1,022/. 
additional expenditure, the entire expense of conveying the whole of the London 
and North-Western letters, and in fact all the letters coming down by the day 
mail at half-past eight o’clock in the morning from Dublin would be covered ? — 

It would cover the entire additional expense. 

2482. Including the letters which traverse from Godld’s Cross through those 
towns to \\’aterford, and the Limerick and Cork letters to Waterford? — It would 
cover all the additional expense that would be necessary on account of the use of 
the railway. 

2483. Letters to Waterford, leaving London at five o’clock, arriving at Dublin 
at one o’clock in the morning, are dispatched at half-past eight, and letters 
corning from Belfast and Galway and all parts of Ireland over night by the night 
mails, arc dispatched at the same hour, going to Waterford by this train ? — They 

■0.62. u 3 are ' 
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are dispatched by a train that leaves Dublin at half-past eight, and which gets 
into Waterford, going over the direct line through Kilkenny. They would not go 
under any circumstances over the Limerick and Waterford line ; they would not 
go at all over that line. 

2484. In the earlier part of your examination, did you not say that that 1,022?. 
would cover the expense of all the letters to which I refer? — No; I explained 
that that extra expense would be for tlie conveyance of the day mails to certain 
towns, and for the conveyance of certain letters also by day mails betw^een 
Cork and Waterford. 

2485. Mr. De Vere.'] After hearing the evidence given on a former occasion, 
which was read to you by Mr. Scully, are you now convinced that you were 
mistaken in speaking of the accident which occurred to the Gooid’s Cross car as 
having arisen from drunkenness? — I do not know how it happened; when 
I heard that a driver had fallen off the car, it occurred to me as being most 
probable that the man was drunk ; I did not mean to injure him by the sugges- 
tion . 

24S6. You have now heard the evidence read, and you see, that in that 
evidence there is nothing to indicate that he was drunk ? — It may be the man 
had fallen off the car from other cause. 

2487. But there is nothing as to his being drunk ?— No. 

2488. Sir S. Northcote.'] With regard to this general car service, in what 
way are the contracts made ; are they made by tender ? — We advertise for tenders, 
which are sent in to the surveyor ; a day is named on which he receives the 
tenders, he considers them and recommends the Postmaster-general to accept that 
which appears to be most eligible ; if the lowest tender is made by a man 
thought capable of performing the work, the low'est is accepted. 

2489. Even though there were a better man offering, provided his tender were 
higher, the lowest would be accepted if it was thought he could perform the work ? 
■■ — The lowest tender would be accepted unless the surveyor found himself justified 
in saying that the man was unfit to do the work. 

2490. You made a remark just now as to the property of the contractors ; is 
it frequently the case that contracts are taken by men of very small means ? — 
Not unfrequently. 

2491. Do you think that a satisfactory system ? — It is difficult, perhaps, to give 
an opinion upon that subject, and to explain it; there must be some evil on the 
one side or the other. If we did not adopt the course now in use, the contracts 
would ail fall into the hands of large men, such as Mr. Bianconi, and we should 
have no control over them as to the price, under such circumstances ; they 
would ask what they liked, and charging so high as they would for one con- 
veyance in the day, the Post-office revenue would not enable us to give a 
second. Although the public may suffer some inconvenience from bad contractors 
and poor contractors, I think they get a balance of benefit by the present 
arrangement. 

2492. There are a good many cases in which, since the introduction of rail- 
ways, old mail coaches have been given up, and replaced by these one-horse 
cars, are there not? — A good many. 

2493. Generally speaking, are the one-horse cars at all to be compared, in 
point of accommodation, speed, securitj’, and regularity, with the old mail 
coaches? — We have endeavoured to arrange that in no case should the accom- 
modation be less than the accommodation given by the iriail coaches, and I think 
in most cases we have arranged that they should be more convenient than the 
mail coaches ; that they should arrive sooner and depart later. If the Committee 
wfill name any town, I will instance that. 

2494. Chairman.^ As a rule, do you mean to say that a one-horse car will go 
as quickly as a four-horse coach ? — Certainly not, not nearly so quick. The 
Committee will understand, that if -we use a large trunk railway at a heavy 
expense, running from one town to another, instead of mail coaches, over those 
lines, we must use some cheaper mode of conveyance for the branches from that 
line. Mr. Page has drawn out a paper, by which he will prove that the sum of 
money now paid in the South of Ireland for cars and railways is immensely more 
than the suni we used to pay for the mail coaches. 

2495. Mr. H. Herbert.'^ Has not the number of letters increased also 
enormously r — Nothing like in proportion to the increase of expense now 
incurred. 

2496. Sir 
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2496. Sir S. Northcote.] Are you satisfied, generally speaking, with the present 
system of tender and competition, or do you think that the system is capable of 
improvement ? — I think the Post-office is, perhaps, a little too much inclined to 
take the lowest tender, but it is very difficult to decide. I am not prepared to 
say that my opinion is right, and other people’s wrong. 

2497. M.r. PFiison.l Must not it necessarily be a matter of discretion exercised 
by the officer whose duty it is to conduct this business, as to whether he rejects 
the lowest tender, or as to how far he will push the principle of accepting the 
lowest tender? — No; it is not a matter of discretion with the officer himself ; 
for if I were to recommend the Postmaster-general to take a tender made by 
Mr. Bianconi, instead of that by a smaller man, and at the same time I did not 
accompany that recommendation with an assurance that the smaller man was; 
unfit for the work, my recommendation would be thrown over, and the lowest 
tender accepted. 

2498. But would . not your recommendation be supported by something 
showing the Postmaster-general the reason wffiy he should exercise that dis-. 
cretion ? — I should sIioav the ground upon which I made it, but I cannot say that 
he would accede to my suggestion. 

2499. Suppose there were five contractors, all equally able, you would at once 
•accept the lowest tender?— We should. 

• 2500. Suppose there were five contractors of various degrees of abilitv, rang- 
ing from being very imperfect to being very perfect, would it be a necessary exer- 
cise of your discretion and judgment to discover at all the scale between absolute 
inability and great perfection, with the various grades between the one and the 
other, and to decide, and to recommend which of those should, upon that con- 
sideration, be accepted, looking to lowness of price and the ability of the person 
to perform the contract ; and would you, having made up your mind as a sur- 
veyor as to which it was for the public interest to accept, recommend that to the 
Postmaster-general, with your reasons accompanied, for having made that recom- 
mendation ? — Not exactly ; I am guided in my recommendations from what I 
know to be the views of the Post-office. If I thought the highest tender should 
be accepted, and I knew’ for certain reasons that the lowest tender would be 
accepted, it would be useless for me to put forw'ard my own view’s in opposition 
to those of my superior officer. 

250 J. Sir .S’. Nort/icote.'} Would not the rule be to take the lowest tender, 
unless there was a strong objection to the party tendering ? — Yes, unless there 
was a strong objection to him; but I might have a strong objection, wdiich 
might not be considered strong enough by the Postmaster-general. 

2502. CItamnan.'] Are you governed in your consideration of contracts by 
what you know to be rule of the Post-office ? — Yes, to some extent, I am. 

2503. I’he rule of the Post-office has been given in evidence by Mr. Rowland 
Hill, and it is to be found in the answer to Question 217 ; that rule being to 
take the lowest tender and the cheapest conveyance ? — I am not prepared to con- 
fute Mr. Rowland Hill’s statement. 

2504. Is not Mr. Rowland Hill an authority upon the subject? — I think I am 
a better authority than Mr. Rowland Hill as to the manner in w’hicli the mail cars 
are conducted. 

2505. The question was put by Mr. Scully at 217 , “ What is the difference 
of expense in conveying mails by cars and coaches ? It varies very extensively ; 
the charges by cars are variable, and the charges by coaches are very variable, 
therefore it is difficult to compare them ; but the rule is to take the cheapest 
conveyances, whether coach or car ; we have no preference either for cars or 
coaches ” ? — Mr. Rowland Hill undoubtedly gave that evidence as a general 
rule ; but as an universal rule it is not acted acted upon, for very often we do 
not take the lowest tender. 

2506. Mr. Wilson.'] Is not Mr. Rowland Hill there speaking of the cheapest 
conveyance as between car and coach ? — Exactly. 

2507. That is merely in determining which of two modes of conveyance 
shall be used for conveying the letters, not as to the person who shall be 
employed in conveying them? — Exactly; I do not think Mr. Rowland Hill 
alludes to tw’o different persons tendering for the conveyance. 

2508. Sir S. Noj'thcote.] The word “ cheapness” did not imply necessarily 
the lowest price ? — Certainly not ; Mr. Rowland Hill did not mean that. 

. 0.62. V 4 2509. Mr. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



A. Trollope, Esq. 
20 July 1855. 




i6o MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



A. rro/Zo/je, Eaq, 



20 July 1855. 



2509. Mr. F. Scullyl Are you acquainted with the contractor for the car 
between Goold’s Cross and Clonmel ; who was the contractor last winter ; was it 
Mr. Bianconi ? — Mr. Bianconi has been the contractor ever since the car was 
on the road, I believe ; I do not think any other contractor has been on that 
road. 

2510. Are you certain of that? — I see that there was one contract dated the 
6th of October 1852 by Mr. Bianconi. 

2511 . Who was the contractor in 1854 and 1855 ? — There was, I think, no nevr 
contract executed between the 6th of October 1852 and the 11 th of June 1855 
and on the 11 th of June Mr. Bianconi executed a new contract. 

2,512. Are you aware that there was a new contract advertised in the papers 
on the 22 d of August 1853 ? — I cannot say that it was so, or was not. 

2513. Mr. Z)e Vere.'] Mr. Bianconi is now your richest contractor ? — I cannot 
say that. 

2514. You consider him averygood contractor? — I consider him a very good 
contractor. 

2515. Are you aware that Mr. Bianconi began himself in a very small way j 
that he began by being proprietor of a single car ? — I am not aware of that ; I 
believe he began business with small means. 

2516. Mr. Grogan.'] Are you able to state what is the amount now paid to- 
Mr. Bianconi for the day mail?— £. 160 . a year is paid for the day mail from 
Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, with the branch from Cashel to Cahir. 

2517. What was paid last year when the accidents were said to occur? — I 
think the accident took place with the night mail ; Mr. Kennedy said he did not 
know the driver, because he came in at an early hour in the morning. 

2518. What is paid for the night mail ? — £. 198 . 

2519. Now? — ^Yes. 

2520. Mr. Bianconi has the contract ? — Mr. Bianconi has the contract. 

2521. Who was the contractor when the accident occurred?— I think Mr. 
Bianconi, but I am not sure. 

2522. Mr. F. Scully.] Have you any evidence to show at what time the con- 
tract commenced with Mr. Bianconi for the two mails ? — There was one contract 
on the 6th of October 1852 , and another on the 1 1th of June 1855 . 

2523. When did the contract of October 1852 expire; how many years was it 
for?— Contracts are not made for any specific number of years at all; they are 
terminable always at three months’ notice by either party. 

252.1. Was the contract with Mr. Bianconi in October 1852 , for the day or 
the night mail ?— It was for the day mail. At the present time Mr. Bianconi is^ 
contractor, and he was in 1852 ; but I cannot say whether there has been a con- 
tractor between. 

2525. Mr. GroganP\ You pay Mr. Bianconi for the night-mail 198 1. a year ? 
— ^Yes ; that is for the mail froni Goold’s Cross, with the branch from Cashel to 
Cahir. 

2526. I understand there was another contractor in the very last year when.- 
the accident occurred ? — I am not aware whether Mr. Scully alluded to the day 
or the night mail, or whether he intended to allude to the last winter or not. 

2527. I want to know what was paid to the contractor last winter for the 
carriage of the mail? — I cannot give that, but I will make a note of it. 

2528. Will you describe the process of entering into a contract. You have 
described to the Committee that the penalty clause in your contracts is in some 
instances valueless, by reason of the poverty of the contractor; are there 
securities given for the due performance of it by other parties ? — What we do is 
this : we advertise for tenders, requiring that any person tendering should give 
the names of two responsible and respectable householders, who will give infor- 
mation as to the competence of the person so tendering. 

2529. Give information ?— Give information; the tenders are then made to 
the surveyors, who makes inquiries as to the competence in case of his being at, 
the time unacquainted with the men; if he finds that the person making the 
lower tender is able to undertake the work, he recommends the Postmaster- 
general to accept the tender, and the contract is then e.xecuted, to which the. 
only parties are the contractor and the surveyor. 

2530. The penalty clause is one of the clauses in the contract, to the effect 
that in the event of any neglect or malfeasance he is to be subject to certain. 

pecuniary 
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pecuniary penalties? — ^We always include the penalty clause in the contract, and 
as a rule the penalty is double the annual amount to be paid to the contractor. 

2531. Tn the instances to which you refer, that penalty clause is quite 
valueless : — I cannot say it is valueless, indeed it is very valuable ; because it 
enables the surveyor to hold a rod as it were over the contractor, though we do 
not very often put it in actual operation, 

2532. Mr. Wilson.'] In any extreme case you could do so? — Certainly we could. 

2533. Mr. Grogan.] Has it often been put in operation? — No, it is very 
seldom put in operation. 

2534. Sir S. Northcote^ Have you ever known it put in operation ? — I have 
more than once called upon a contractor to pay considerable sums of money for 
extra work occasioned by his fault, and acting under that clause have forced the 
contractor to repay it. 

253.5. Mr. Grogan.] What amount of neglect in the way of late arrivals or 
other neglects would the Post-office consider it fair to overlook before they 
would act in that manner? — We overlook no late arrivals. 

2536. If you heard evidence given that this particular car was very constantly 
late, and there appears to have been no action by the Post-office in the way of 
penalty to correct it, I want to know what security the public would have as a 
remedy against the evil of which they complain? — It would appear to me that 
the public can have no positive remedy against delay, if a contractor delay in 
one day and be called upon not to do so upon the following day, there is no 
power in any officer of the Post-office absolutely to enforce such an order, nor 
would any penalty clause enable him to do so, 

2537. Then if he shall habitually delay and habitually violate his contract by 
such delay, what power is there in the Post-office to compel him to alter his 
system ? — We can take his contract away from him at any moment ; we can 
terminate the contract at any moment, and immediately employ another person. 

2538. Was that done in the instances in which the mail-bags were lost from 
the one-horse car? — It does not appear in evidence that the mail-bags were lost 
by any fault of the contractor. 

2539. whose fault was it r — It occured to me that it was the fault of the 
driver, 

2540. Whose servant is the driver? — The driver is the contractor’s servant. 

2541 . If the contractor’s servant was guilty of any act by which the mail-bags 
passed from his possession, and were lost or left in a field on the side of the road, 
was that not the fault of the contractor ? — According to the axiom usual in 
such cases it is, but we should not think of visiting with a pecuniary fine 
a contractor because his servant got drunk. 

2.542. What kind of misconduct would you visit upon the part of the contractor? 
— 'i'he kind of misconduct that would be visited would be the continual use of a 
had car. or continual delays occasioned by his own fault ; if there is a bad driver 
we should call upon him to change the driver ; if there is a bad horse we call 
upon him to change the horse ; if he would not change the driver or the horse 
we should withdraw the contract. 

2,543- Would you not have the power of withholding payment, and would not 
that be a severe penalty? — ^We have the power of withholding payment, and 
occasionally such payment is withheld, or some part of the payment. 

2544. In the two instances to which you have referred of the total loss of the 
mail bags, was there any valuable property in the mail ? — If my memory serves 
me, in both cases the drivers were prosecuted. 

2545. Not the contractor? — No, the contractor was in no way in fault; it 
would have been of no use to the public to punish Mr. Biaaconi, who is consi- 
dered by us to do his \vork very Avell. 

2546. Was the loss of the bags in both those cases considered by you as a 
criminal offence? — In both cases it was a criminal ofience; in one case the 
driver was robbed, and in the other case the driver said he was robbed, but he 
had actually robbed himself. 

2547. Mr. F. Scully.] Do you know Portlaw, near Carrick-on- Suir ? — I do. 

2548. Are you acquainted with the business with wliich Mr. Malcomson is 
connected ? —Yes. 

2549. I suppose you are acquainted with the fact of his large transactions in 
various parts of England, Ireland, and indeed Europe ? — 1 know he has large 
factories. 

O.U2. X 2550. Has 
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2550. Has be not large establishments in other places besides Portlaw, in 
Clonmel, Waterford, and Liverpool? — I do not know that; I know his establish- 
ment in Portlaw very well. 

2551. Is he not the largest payer of income-tax in Ireland? — I know he 
is one of the largest merchants in the south of Ireland, and I know him also to 
be a most respectable man. 

2552. Have you read his evidence about the conveyance of the mails from 
his factory to Clonmel, Waterford, and Dublin? — I heard it. 

2553. Did you hear him say that there is the worst description of one-horse 
car to convey the mails from Portlaw to be had in the county ; he says, “ The 
worst horse that will go, the most inferior driver or care-taker of the car, and I 
believe the speed is not certainly more than five miles an hour.” Have you any 
knowledge of this being so as stated by Mr. Malcomson ? — If I understand Mr. 
Malcomson’s evidence rightly, it was the fact that he had a one-horse car which 
he complained of. I do not know that he said himself that the driver was a bad 
driver ; he said that the horses generally of mail-cars in Ireland were deficient. 

2554. I will read it again ; he is asked, “ What is your experience of the 
present arrangements of the Post-office as affecting trade and business generally 
at Waterford ? — I consider the postal arrangements of our districts exceedingly 
deficient in many respects. In the first place, the conveyance of the mail is 
exceedingly defective ; we have the worst description of one-horse car to convey 
our mails from Portlaw, I should say, to be had in the county, the worst horse 
that will go, the most inferior driver or care-taker of the car, and I believe the 
speed is not certainly more than five miles an hour ” r— -The speed is the point 
upon which I suppose Mr. Malcomson is most anxious. 

255,5. He says, “ the most inferior driver or care-taker” ? — I did not hear 
Mr. Malcomson say he ever lost his mails ; it seemed to me that in all the evi- 
dence upon this matter, the witnesses were prepared generally to say that the 
arrangements were bad, but that they were not prepared to say that any incon- 
venience was occasioned in any special instance from those bad arrangements ; 
I did not hear Mr. Malcomson say with regard to Portlaw that his arrivals 
were late. 

2556. I will call your attention to another question and answer of his, “ Have 
you heard of any case in your neighbourhood in which a car was upset, and the 
mail-bags were left inside of the fence of the road ?— I have. Viscount MonckJ] 
Within what time; within the last year? — Perhaps not so long, and perhaps 
more than a year ; but we had an instance at the time of the snow at Portlaw, 
which might have been seriously inconvenient, of the stoppage of the post entirely 
by the incompetency of the conveyance; and we had at the time 14 , 000 /. 
bankers’ cheques and securities, which, though we might not have lost ultimately, 
might have placed us in a position of very great inconvenience, being lodged in 
the post-office at Portlaw for the night ; we bad to send it on next day”? — No 
doubt the mail-cars were very incompetent to go through the snow, as were the 
railway trains. 

2557. He is asked, “ Were the trains running at the time ? — The trains were 
never stopped on the Waterford and Limerick Railway” ? — Mr. Malcomson has 
made many mistakes ; it so happened that the rail was stopped upon one occa- 
sion, and the day mail was not able to get into Limerick at all ; there was no 
arrival into Limerick of the day mail at all, that mail being conveyed all the way 
from Dublin to Limerick by rail, and, therefore, I presume it was stopped, 

2558- Was there any stoppage between the Junction and Waterford? — Not 
that I am aware of. 

2559. He is asked as to the conveyance which he has of the day mail to 
Dublin, and he says, “ We have a foot conveyance for our day mail from Portlaw 
to Mullinavat.” He is asked, “ What is the distance from Mullinavat to Portlaw ? 
It is about 10 miles. — What time does this foot messenger occupy in making 
that journey ? Fully three hours.” He is asked as to the arrival of the mail ; 
he says, “It arrives too late to be answered the same day.” Are you acquainted 
with the conveyance of that post by a foot messenger ? — Yes. 

2560. He states that the boy who was employed was a very deficient, small, 
delicate, wretched boy ? — I thought he said that it was an old woman. 

2561. No; he says, “The boy who brings our mail was a boy who was in 
had health”; he succeeded another boy who was employed, and whose health 
failed ? — I think it came in evidence that one' of the boys was employed upon his 
recommendation. 
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2562. Yes ; he was a lad that got into bad health in consequence of the distance 
he had to go. Do you consider that is a proper mode of conveyance from the 
large establishment of which Mr. Malcolmson is the head, of very important 
letters, when there is a railway running within three miles of him, and he is 
obliged to use a runner, or a post-office footman, to carry his letters from Port- 
law to Mullinavat ? — He would have to use a runner just as much if the railway 
were used, and he would get his letters no sooner. 

2563. At what time would letters arrive by the day mail if the Waterford and 
Limerick Railway were used? — At present the day mail arrives at Portlaw at 
4.30 p.m.; if he used the railway it would arrive at 4.30 p.m. 

2564. From Clonmel? — No, from Carrick-on-Suir. 

2,565. But by the Limerick and Waterford Railway being used for the day 
mail, you stated that it would arrive in Clonmel about two ; how far is it from 
Clonmel by railway? — It w'ould, in such case, go from Carrick-on-Suir. 

2566. How far is Carrick-on-Suir from Clonmel by railway? — It would arrive 
at 2 . 45 , and the runner would start from there about half-an-hour after, at about 
3 . 15 , and he would have to walk to Portlaw. 

2,567. Did you not say the mail would arrive in Clonmel at two ? — Exactly; 
the mail would arrive in Clonmel at two, and at Carrick-on-Suir at 2 . 45 . 

2568. Would it take three-quarters of an hour going to Carrick-on-Suir, when 
the distance is only 16 miles ? — We have got to provide for the conveyance of 
the bags from the station at the railway, which will take some short time, a 
quarter of an hour in some cases, ten minutes in others. 

256;). Could it not be dropped at Fiddown, at the meeting of the different 
foot-posts ? — No. 

2.570. Could not the bags be dropped at Fiddown? — No; the bags, in such 
cases, w'ould be dropped at Carrick-on-Suir, of which Portlaw is a sub-office. 

2571. Could they not be dropped at the station at Fiddown by the day mail ; 
and would not the mail arrive at Portlaw at half-past three ? — No ; if we were 
to send a bag to the station at Fiddown, and let it go direct from Fiddown to 
Portlaw, it would arrive something earlier in that case; but that is not an 
arrangement which, under such circumstances, we should make. 

2572. Could it not he done ? — No ; letters from Portlaw would go to 
Carrick-on-Suir, as they do at present ; and Portlaw, being a sub-post under 
Carrick-on-Suir, they would be dropped at Carrick-on-Suir. 

2573 - Would not the dispatch from Portlaw be later in the evening than it is; 

at what time is the dispatch from Portlaw to Carrick-on-Suir in the evening? 

At five o’clock in the evening. 

2574. Then Mr. Malcolmson has now between half-past four and five to 
answer his letters, whereas, if you had used the railway, would not the dispatch 
be much later?— Do you speak of the night mail train. 

2575. Yes? — The arrival at Portlaw by the night mail train is at 7.15 in the 
morning ; they would get in no earlier than that. 

2,576. Would not the day mail arrival be answered that evening by the night 
mail ? — It would depend upon how the arrangements were made ; Portlaw being 
a sulj-office under Carrick-on-Suir, if the railway were used, both for the night 
and the day mail, there might be a later dispatch of the night mail from Portlaw, 
which now goes away from Portlaw at five o’clock. 

2577. Do you consider that Mr. Malcomson, with his very badly-appointed 
one-horse car, which he now complains of, and with a foot messenger, can get 
all the advantages he ought to have afforded to him, considering his position, 
and the establishment he presides over? — Certainly I do, and I will explain why 
I think so ; neither Mr. Malcomson’s position, nor that of the Marquis of 
Waterford, can make any ditierence in the matter. We look to the number of 
letters solely, and I presume it does not make any difference whether the letters 
go to Mr. Malcomson or to any other person ; we take the total number of letters 
going to Portlaw, and find that they give a gross revenue of 165 1. a year. 

2578. Would not that be increased by the use of the railway? — I am not pre- 
pared to say it might not be increased to some small extent, but it would be to 
a very small amount : I should hardly think there would be any increase. We 
have already, within a few years, given Portlaw a day mail ; we have accelerated 
the arrival of tlie niLilit mail ; it used to take place at 9.10 in the morning, and 
now it takes place at 7.15 in the morning. It had no day mail at all before the 
use of the railways, and now it has a day mail, and considering the number of 
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2579. Are you aware that Mr. Malcomson has stated in his evidence that this 
day mail is of no use to him, and has stated that if the railway were used, it 
would increase the number of letters very much, because at present he sends his 
letters by railway by parcel ; he says, also, that he does not send one letter now 
for five which he sent forn^erly by the post ? — I am aware that he says so, but I am 
certain that he must be in error, because his postal conveniences are really far better 
than they were with all towns ; take Clonmel for instance ; and his statement was 
so startling that I made an analysis of the post to Portlaw, and it appears 
almost impossible that Mr. Malcomson is not under some mistake. Now from 
Clonmel formerly a letter must have been posted before three o’clock in the 
evening on Monday, and for which he must have sent down, otherwise it did not 
arrive from Clonmel at Portlaw till 9.10 the next morning. 

2580. Did he not receive it that evening from Clonmel r — No, he had but 
one mail into Portlaw daily ; it is only lately he has had a second mail into 
Portlaw ; at present letters may be posted at any hour of the night on Monday, 
and they will arrive on Tuesday at 7.15 a. m. ; and I can show the same result, 
and indeed a much stronger result with regard to Mr. Malcomson’s letters 
from London, Dublin, Limerick, and Cork, and 1 can also add that his letters 
from Waterford are delivered earlier. 

2581. Were (here not two mails between Clonmel and Portlaw every day? — 
No, only one. 

2582. He says, “ We had in the olden times a four-horse coach, which left 
Clonmel in the morning and returned again in the evening ; then we had an 
evening mail from Clonmel which brought the reply in the evening by Bian- 
coni's car;” are you prepared to contradict tliat statement* — I am prepared to 
contradict that any such conveyances went through Portlaw. 

2583. Did it not go to Fiddown ? — It went through Carrick-on-Suir ; he got 
his letters by sending to Carrick-on-Suir for them ; now he gets them at Portlaw 
twice a day brought to his own house. 

2584. 'I'here is only one mail now ? — There are two mails now from Portlaw. 

2585. But he says the day mail is practically of no use to him, and the night 
mail is carried by a very bad mode of conveyance — If he says it is of no use lo 
him, it is a very strong argument against the use of day mails, which, I believe, 
the Committee are so much advocating; I should think, however, they were of 
very great use to him. 

2586. The hours of arrival and dispatch are practically of no use to him, he 
has stated r — I am not prepared to dispute the statement that the arrival of the 
day mail is of no use to him, but I think everybody else would admit it is of use. 

2587. He says that the wages paid to the foot messenger ar’e only something 
^ like 5 s. a week ; is that the usual rate of payment to foot messengers throughout 

Ireland? — They vary very much ; there are some as low as 5 s. a week, and 
some as high as 9 s. 

2588. Are you aware of the price of labour in the neighbourhood where they 
are paying 5 s. a week : — Yes ; it is my business to be peculiarly aware of it. 

2589. is it much higher than that at the present time ?•— We pay our men 
according to the scale of wages in the country. Sometimes, as in this case of 
Portlaw, we have not to pay for a whole day’s work. 

2590. But can jmu get a strong, hearty man to do the woik at that price? 
— Generally speaking we do get strong, hearty men. I am not prepared to say, 
however, that I think the wages of runners in Ireland are high enougli ; indeed, 
I may say that I am about to recommend an increase in the scale of pay ; the 
scale of wages all through the country has, I think, generally risen. 

2591. Chairmon.'\ Do you think the postal service would be improved as to 
speed if they paid more wages and got a better class of men ? — ^Yes ; as a general 
rule, of course it would have that result. 

2592. Would you not look to that in any change yon might make ? — I am 
going to make a request for a change, in the hope of getting that result. 

2593 . Mr. F. Scullj/.'] Did not Mr. Malcomson apply for the use of a car 
between Portlaw and Mullinavat ? — 1 believe he did. 

2594. What answer did the Post-office give to that application? — I have not 
seen the answer, but I have no doubt the answer was, that the revenue would 
not pay for it. 

2595. Did 
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2595* Pid not he offer very fair terms, such as he thought would be accepted 
by the Post-office ? — I presume that he could not come to terms with them. , 

2596. Looking at the revenue from so important an establishment as that 
with which he is connected, ought it not to be enough to enable the Post-office to 
run a car, in place of a foot passenger from Portlawto Mullinavat ?~We cannot 
look at the importance of an establishment, we only look at the result to the 
revenue ; the hole revenue of Portlaw is 165 /, a year. 

2597* What is the cost of conveying letters from Portlaw to Fiddown ? — I 
think it is 15 1. a year that we pay for that runner, and then we have to pay a 
mail-car in the morning ; but that only carries the letters between Portlaw and 
Carrick-on-Suir, or Fiddown ; it does not carry letters all over the world. 

2598. Would not the revenue compensate for the additional expense between 
the foot messenger and the one-horse car ? — Certainly not. 

2599* That revenue includes the whole postage of the letters 

from wherever they come, foreign, or Liverpool, or Dublin, or elsewhere r — The 
whole of it. 

2600. Chairman.'] You calculate so many letters at 1 | d. ? — Yes. 

260 1 . That is not taking into account the number of foreign letters ? — That is 
the calculation made by Mr. Rowland Hill, who has done it with great care and 
•accuracy ; it is found that so much the greater bulk of the letters pays but 1 d, 
only, that \^d. can only be given for them all. 

2602. That is, taking the average of the whole country ? — Yes. 

2603. With regard to Dungarvan and Waterford, it has been stated that there 
is only one mail per day, that is vid Clonmel, at 4 . 30 ; is that correct ? — No ; one 
of the witnesses before the Committee seemed to be under that impression ; there 
.are two mails ; there is one direct mail goes from Waterford to Dungarvan, and 
there is another mail goes round from Waterford by Clonmel. 

2604. Would a letter written in Dungarvan in the morning be received in 
Waterford, and could an answer be sent back to Dungarvan on the same day ? — 
It could. 

260.5. Is it your opinion that the arrangements for Dungarvan are as good as 
could be expected from the nature of the town? — I think certainly they have 
been as much improved as the arrivals or dispatches at any town. 

2606. Mr. Maguire.] As to the arrival of the day mail; the day mail vid 
Waterford arrives, I believe, in Dungarvan at six o’clock, does not it ? — Yes. 

2607. Is it possible that that mail could be accelerated? — No, 1 think not. 
The day mail would arrive at Clonmel at 2 p.m., if the Waterford and Limerick 
Railway were used for the conveyance of tiie day mail, and the option is to serve 
Dungarvan with this day mail either from Waterford or from Clonmel. It is now 
undoubtedly served quicker from Waterford, getting its mail at 6 p.m. If it got 
its day mail from Clonmel, now, it would not be there till 7 p.m. If it got its day 
mail from Clonuiel, presuming the use of the railway, the arrival would be at 
6 p.m., the present hour. 

2608. At what time does the mail arrive in Waterford, which is afterwards 
sent oil to Dungarvan ? — It arrives in Waterford at 1.20 p.m. ; that is the Dublin 
day mail ; it leaves Waterford at two. 

2609. you quite certain it leaves Waterford at two ? — ^Yes, I may say I am 
quite certain, because it agrees with what all the other witnesses have said, and it 
agrees vi'ith our own accounts too. 

2610. It fakes four hours to go to Dungarvan? — Yes. 

2611. Do you say, of your own knowledge, that it could not be accelerated ? — < 
I do not think that question has been asked before ; 1 thought you asked me if 
the arrival of the day mail at Dungarvan could be accelerated by the use of the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway; the use of the Waterford and Limerick Rail 
way would have no effect in accelerating the pace of the mail-car between Dun- 
garvan and Waterford. 

2612. I am now confining my question to this, whether it is possible the pace 
of that car could be accelerated, so that the mail that leaves Waterford at two 
o’clock by that car could arrive in Dungarvan at an earlier hour than six ? — 
If the pace of the car was accelerated, undoubtedly the arrival of the car would 
be earlier. 

261.3. Is it not possible to accelerate the pace of the car ? — It is undoubtedly 
possible. 

2614. What time could you gain by that? — We now travel at the rale of 
seven miles an hour, and do the work in four hours. 

0.62, X 3 2615. Is 
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2615. Is it possible to shorten that time ? — If we were to travel at the rate of 
eight miles an hour we should shorten it by half an hour. 

2616. Has that matter been brought under your consideration? — I am not 
aware that the matter has been brought under consideration, but it is an 
apparent fact ; it is a case of experience ; we do not travel by cars at a quicker 
rate than seven miles an hour, except in some particular cases. 

2617. Do you know the Lavistone Junction on the Kilkenny and Waterford 
line ?— Yes. 

26 1 8. Is it possible that the mails could arrive by that means ; could that be- 
available in any way for the purpose of facilitating the conveyance of the day 
mail to Dungarvan at an earlier hour?- — I imagine not, certainly. 

261 9. Is it possible that this mail could arrive in Waterford at an earlier hour 
than 2.20 p.m. ? — By the acceleration of the day-mail train it could ; by the ac- 
celeration of the hours of the train, of course it could. 

2620. Assuming, then, that you can lessen the time by half an hour, or perhaps- 
more, is it not a matter of such importance as would be worthy of your considera- 
tion or report in its favour: — I think if I were to consider the matter I should 
not be disposed to recommend it. The Committee can easily understand that a 
day mail can be carried very cheaply at a low rate of speed, whereas a high rate 
of speed would demand a very considerably increased sum. The sum now paid, 
for the day mail from Waterford to Dungarvan would probably have to be 
tripled to attain that half hour to which the question alludes. 

2621. Have you inquired into the matter?— No, I have not; but I have made 
very many inquiries into precisely similar cases. 

2fi22. Do you mean to say that, by accelerating the speed of a car one-eighth, 
vou should pay triple ; do you state that from experience ? — That is my opinion;, 
i will state the circumstances. At present 60 Z. is paid for going over that 
journey; that 60 is a complete bonus to Mr. Bianconi ; it occasions him no 
extra expense ; and if the mail were withdrawn, he would save no outlay, and 
would lose 60/. ; and therefore he can, of course, afford to do the work at a very 
cheap rate, the payment from the Post-office being all net profit. Had he to run 
a car at a quicker rale, he would be put to very considerably increased expense, 
the additional speed of one mile an hour requiring a better class of cattle and 
more cattle ; and therefore I am of opinion, that over 28 miles he would not 
improbably ask as high a sum as 180 1. per annum, 180 1. per annum not being a 
high sum for the conveyance of the mails over such a distance. 

2623. That is a mere supposition on your part, not having asked Mr. Bianconi' 
for what he would do it?— No; but I know Mr.Bianconi’s mode of doing business. 

2624. Is it not [lossible that this mail could leave Waterford somewhat earlier 
than 40 minutes after its arrival ; could not it leave half an hour earlier? — No, 
it could not leave half an hour earlier. 

2625. Could it leave 20 minutes earlier? — No ; it could not leave 20 minutes 
earlier ; whether it might leave 10 minutes earlier is a question. 

2626. Do you mean that the speed could not be so accelerated as to gain 20 
minutes on the road? — Of course, as far as you diminished the increased speed 
required, you would diminish the increased cost. 

2627. Do you think that an acceleration by 20 minutes in a iourney that, 
occupies four hours would entail anything like a large expense upon the Post- 
office ?— I do ; I have no doubt of it. 

2628. Twenty minutes would not l)e very large in four hours ?— It would be- 
very large with reference to the sum now paid ; I think the Committee will 
easily understand that a man like Bianconi, who understands his own business- 
and the work the horses are to do, would require a very much larger sum tlian 
what he now requires if he were asked to run at a special pace. 

262c). Is there more than one delivery in Dungarvan in a day? — There is at 
this moment a second delivery in Dungarvan, but there was only one when the- 
question was brought before the Committee. 

2630. Since what time has that existed ?— The order was immediately given, 
upon the matter being brought before the Committee. 

2631. By what witness ? — I forget what witness was examined upon the sub- 
ject, but it came out in the evidence that a second delivery had not been 
established, and an order for its establishment was immediately given. 

263-2. At w'hat time will that second delivery take place?— That second 
delivery will take place as early as possible after six o’clock. 

2633. Mr. Grogan.'] Will it entail any additional expense? — It certainly u ill- 

entail 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




y.// 

ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 167 

entail some additional expense ; the surveyor was desired to report as to that, but Trollope Esq. 
lo put on the delivery at once. 

2634. My. Maguire^ The only additional expense, I believe, will be the 20 July 1855, 
employment of another person ? — There is no necessity for the employment of 
another person ; the only additional expense will be about 7 /. a 5’^ear. 

2635- Is not the person who delivers the letters in the morning rather a 
feeble elderly man ? — He is an old man. 

2636. Do you think it is right to work him additionally? — Certainly; one 
delivery at Dungarvan is no work even for an old man ; there is no reason why 
he should not do the second delivery. If he is too old and unfit for it, we will 
represent it to the Postmaster-general, and remove him. 

2637. How many miles has he to walk; has he five in one delivery? — 

Certainly not, I think. 

2638. Are you positive on that point?— No ; I cannot say that I am positive. 

It must depend, to a certain extent, upon the particular letters he gets; but, having 
some experience in the rounds of letter-carriers, I think he has not that distance. 

2639. Does the delivery go beyond the streets, to the neighbouring gentry a 
mile and a half beyond the town ? — No. 

3640. Are you positive of that ? — I think I am. 

2641 . Does the delivery go a mile and a half beyond the bridge to Abbeyside ? 

— No ; Abbeyside is in part of the town of Dungarvan ; he delivers in Abbeyside. 

2642. You say you have recommended there should be a second delivery ? — 

A second delivery is now taking place. 

2643. Sir S. Nortbcote.l Is it intended that it should go on in the winter 
months ?— Yes. 

2644. How is it intended that the difficulty of want of light is to be got 
over ?— I do not know who established that difficulty, but we do go on improving, 
and we have got over it. 

2645. Mr. Maguire.'] Do you remember the evidence given with reference to 
the difficulty of sending letters between the towns of Youghal, Tallow, Lismore, 

Cappoquin, Fermoy, and Cork ? — I remember what was said by witnesses here ; 
but the witnesses were all wrong upon the subject. 

2646. Was the witness wrong in saying that if he wrote a letter from Dun- 
garvan to the town of Cappoquin or Lismore on Monday, that letter would 
be received in neither of those towns until Wednesday; was he wrong in that? 

— Positively wrong. 

2647. In what time would it be received? — A letter posted in time for the 
despatch of the night mail from Dungarvan on Monday night, that is to say, at 
4 p.m., would be delivered on Tuesday at Lismore at half-past seven in the 
morning. 

2648. Are you positive of that? — Cluite positive. 

2649. Suppose he wrote from Lismore to Tallow, in what time would the 
letter go from the one place to the other? — A letter which was posted in the 
same way on the evening on Monday at Lismore would arrive at Taliow' on the 
Tuesday morning. 

2650. AYould you apply that to Fermoy? — The circulation is exactly the 
same ; the witness was of opinion that the circulation between those places took 
a day and two nights, instead of which it is completed in one night ; a letter 
posted at Fermoy on Monday evening would be delivered at Dungarvan on the 
Tuesday morning ; I -R’iU show that on the map, if you will allow me. Take 
Fermoy: the Fermoy bag falls on to the railway at Mallow; the letters arrive 
there in time for the upnight mail train which goes to Goold’s Cross, and reaches 
Goold’s Ci'oss in time for the letters that g‘o to Clonmel by the down mail; then 
a car takes on the letters from Dublin and Fermoy for Dungarvan. 

2651. What is the circuit it makes? — I cannot tell. 

2652. One hundred miles? — The circuit it makes is all by night ; something 
about 120. 

2^53?' Chairman.] Does a letter from Tallow to Dungarvan go the same route ? 

— Yes; they are travelling all night ; a letter posted in the evening is delivered 
next morning, which we consider the best postal arrangement we can make. 

2654. Mr. Grogan.] Then the witnesses appear to be in error in believing 
that the letters went to Dublin ? — Yes. I was rather surprised that a man living 
in Dungarvan should be in error upon that subject. 

2655. Is there a separate bag made up at the town of Fermoy for Dungar- 
van? — No; the bag is made up from Fermoy to Mallow. 

0.62. X 4 2656. It 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




i68 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE talcenhefore SELECT COMMITTEE 



J. Trollope, 2656. It is at Mallow they are sorted ? — Yes. 

2657. -A-t Mallow there is a bag made up for Goold’s Cross dowa to Clonmel? 

20 July 1855. — Yes. 

2658. Mr. Maguire.'] Do you positively state, that a letter written from Dun- 
garvan to any of the towns I have mentioned would arrive there the next morn- 
ing r — Yes. 

2659. Are you positive of that ? — Yes. 

2660. Is it not a curious thing that a person engaged in commercial transac- 
tions should state the contrary? — The car running from Clonmel to Dungarvan. 
has not been very long on the road. I have not the exact date of the contract, 
but it is very lately ; within the last twelvemonth ; and previous to the establish- 
ment of that car, the circulation was as described by a gentleman here. 

2661. The line is changed? — It has been changed. 

2662. A letter now written from Dungarvan is dispatched at what hour in the 
evening? — A letter dispatched from Dungarvan at four o’clock in the evening is- 
exactly in the same position as a letter dispatched from Clonmel. 

2663. It comes to Cappoquin in the morning? —It comes to Cappoquin in the 
morning, and it therefore does not make a circuit by going to Goold’s Cross ; it- 
would only go up as high as Cashel and come down to Cahir. 

2664. A letter written from Dungarvan on Monday evening is received next 
morning at Cappoquin; at what time is that delivered at Cappoquin? — -It 
readies Cappoquin at 7.35 a.m, 

2f)b5. At what time is it delivered? — At eight. 

2 ( 156 . To what time can an answer to it be posted at Cappoquin ? — Up to four 

p.m. 

2667. At what time would that letter be receivable in Dungarvan? — It would 
be receivable in Dungarvan on the arrival of the morning mail at 7.45 a.m. the 
next day. 

2668. Between the town of Cappoquin and Lismore, suppose a person wrote 
on Monday from Cappoquin, at what time would it be received in Lismore ? 
— If a person wrote a letter in Cappoquin on Monday evening at four o’clock it- 
would be received in Lismore at five o’clock the same evening. 

2669. Is there a direct communication between the two towns ? — Yes. 

2670. Is there a direct communication between Tallow and Lismore? — No;, 
there is, by night. 

2671. A letter written would arrive the next morning? — A letter written 
would arrive the next morning ; in point of fact, the witness, in giving his evi- 
dence upon that subject, had forgotten that the extra car put on between Clonmel- 
and Dungarvan accelerated the correspondence between the county of Cork and 
the western part of the county of Waterford as well as from Dublin. 

2672. At what time do letters from Youghal to Dungarvan reach Dungarvan 
in the morning? — A letter posted in Youghal at five o’clock on Monday evening 
would reach Dungarvan the next morning at 7.45 a.m. 

2673. When are those lettei'S delivered? — They are delivered to the letter- 
carriers at 8.15 ; • the delivery takes from 8.15 to 10 . 

2674. At what time does the mail go out from Dungarvan to Youghal ? — The 
direct mail at 2.45 p.m. 

2675. So that there is a possibility of answering letters the same day, is there ?•- 
— Not only a possibility, but as great a practicability as can exist. 

2O76. Are you quite certain of that? — I am quite certain of that. 

2677. When was that established? — Ever since, the car was put on from 

Dungarvan to Clonmel ; the mistake arose in this way ; there is a direct mail-car 
from Youghal to Dungarvan, but that direct mail-car does not carry the bulk of 
the letters between Youghal and Dungarvan. A letter posted in Youghal in 
time for the evening dispatch at 5.30 p.m, goes to Cork, from Cork to Goold’s 
Cross, from Goold's Cross to Clonmel, and from Clonmel to Dungarvan, and the 
effect of that night circulation is to give much more accommodation than is 
given by the direct post between the two towns. ? 

2678. A letter posted at five o’clock at Youghal, after having made that circuit, 
arrives at a quarter after seven in the morning in Dungarvan ? — Yes. 

2679. That is delivered at 10 ? — I believe 10 is the probable finish ; a letter 
going to youghal, if posted in time for that car, would be dispatched at 2.45 p.m.; 
there is a mail-bag going by that car. 

2680. Does the car from Youghal to Dungarvan take the mail-bag ? — It does. 

2681. Mr. Wilson.] Both ways ? — It takes the mail both ways. 

2682. Mr.- 
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2682. Mr. Maguire.~\ At -what time does it arrive in the morning? — It arrives 
at about a quarter to ten. 

2683. Is there any mail leaving Dungarvan for Youghal at nine in the morn- 
ing ?— No, the direct mail car leaves at 2 . 45 , but there would be a dispatch 
from Dungarvan to Youghal at night. 

2684. 1 wish to draw your attention to a letter which I received this morninf>-, 
containing this statement, from a gentleman named Francis P, Tydd, residing m 
Clonmel : “ Sir, — As you appear to take an active part in endeavouring to remedy 
the very defective state of the postal arrangements in the South of Ireland, I 
take the liberty of mentioning the state of the postage communication between 
this and Dunmore East, county Waterford. The distance between this and 
Dunmore East is 31 miles, and I found that a letter posted here on Saturday did 
not reach Dunmore until Monday. I this morning received a reply, but knowing 
that my letter in answer could not under the existing arrangements be received 
at Dunmore until Thursday, I posted my answer immediately on receiving the 
letter vid Dublin, by which route I expect it will reach Dunmore to-morrow 
(Wednesday) morning, so that to save the delay of a day, I had to cause the 
letter to travel 269 miles, the distance which ought to be traversed being 31 
miles. I understand that the car which leaves this for Waterford at four o’clock 
a. m. does not reach there till eight o’clock a. m., and the car to Dunmore leaves 
the office at Waterford at half-past seven a. m., so that a letter posted at Clonmel 
takes two days to reach Dunmore, and remains 23 hours and a half in the 
Waterford office.’’ Is that the state of things ? — 'At the present moment a letter 
leaving Clonmel by the early mail at 3.50 a. m. reaches Dunmore the same morn- 
ing at 10 a.m. 

2685. Chairman.'] In that case, the Dublin letters for Dunmore are delayed, 
waiting the arrival of the Clonmel letters, and they go together? — They go 
together ; the car now leaves at 8. 1 0 in the morning. 

2686. From Waterford? — From Waterford. 



2687. For Dunmore? — For Dunmore. 

2688. Mr. F. Scully.] Does that convey the morning mail from Clonmel ? — 
It does. 

2689. Since when was that arrangement made ? — We have made inquiry about 
it, and it seems the arrangement, which I do not think was a very good one, was 
made as follows, that a car should be dispatched at eight o’clock, and should take 
the letters coming from Clonmel, in the event of their being sorted ready by 
eight; but in the event of their not being so ready sorted, that it should go 
without them ; and the effect has been great uncertainty in the post, as to 
whether the letters would go on or -would not go on. 

2690. Chairman^ Besides the inconvenience to the Dublin post? — That was 
the arrangement made at that time. Now, hy fixing the hour of departure at 
8.10, instead of at 8, we are able to carry on such letters as have been alluded 
to ; and that arrangement has been made. 

2691. Mr. F. Scully.l The case just referred to from Clonmel, only occurred 
last week ? — I believe the date of the letter is the 1 7 th of July ; the new arrange- 
ment commenced on Monday. 

.2692. Mr. Grogan.] That was in consequence of the grievance being called 
to your attention ? — Decidedly. 

2693. Mr. Maguire.'] I observe that you so pointedly contradict -^’hat a 
witness here stated, that I must quote one or two answers he gave, for it seems 
very strange to me how a reasonable man -who has constant communication with 
those towns can make a mistake of that sort ? — I cannot account for it. 

2694. The witness was speaking of those towns to which I drew your atten- 
tion, Cappoquin, Lisraore, Youghal, and so on. I asked the question, “ Are you 
prepared to state that the greatest inconvenience results from the present im- 
perfect delivery?” meaning the present imperfect delivery of those letters to 
persons largely engaged in the corn trade. “ Are the commercial people there 
often obliged To have recourse to sending letters as parcels, either by hand or 
some other conveyance? — Very frequently; I very generally, myself, send a 
letter to a person by Bianconi’s car, and I have oftentimes been obliged to send 
a special letter with a messenger to any of those places, that he may bring back 
a reply.” Do you mean to state that that answer is quite inapplicable to the 
])iesent state of things? — It appeared to me that the whole of the evidence 
given by that gentleman was quite inapplicable to the present state of things ; 
wholly so. 

0.62. Y 2G95. You 
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A. Trollofe, Escj. 2695. You mean, that delay does not exist ; that it is possible to write a letter 

and get an answer within 24 hours from every one of those towns ?— Not to get 

20 July 1855. an answer in 24 hours, but in two nights and one day. 

2696. Instead of four nights and four days, as he said ? — As I said before, it 
seemed to me that every statement he made was made in error, except that one 
as to the delivery of the day mails in Dungarvan at six o’clock ; beyond that, it 
occurred to me that every statement he made was made in error. 

2697. Would you obtain any advantage by. employing Bianconi’s car, which 
runs between those two towns ? — No ; he was as much in error there as in the 
other case. He said he understood that Bianconi would carry the mail for 5 /. 
or 10?. I do not think he stated that Bianconi ever said so, but that he had 
learnt it from his agent. 

2698. Did you ever inquire about it r — No ; but I am quite sure that no 
agent of Bianconi’s in Dungarvan would be able to give any statement as to 
what Mr. Bianconi w’ould do his work for ; none except the agent at Clonmel. 

2699. Did not the witness say, that Mr. Bianconi would do the work for that 
sum ? — I think he did not state that he had any com-munication from Mr. Bian- 
coni ; he stated he wouhi possibly do the work for such a sum. 

2700. Have you inquired into Mr. Bianconi’s intention upon the subject? 
— No, because ]iow there is no reason for it ; but sometime ago when there was 
an evil I made an inquiry, not of Mr. Bianconi, but of another contractor who 
then ran over that road, and wlio made what I considered a very low offer to 
convey the mails between Dungarvan and Cappoquin for 30 1. a year ; and when 
the correspondence and the sum demanded were brought under the notice of the 
Postmaster-general, he refused to sanction any such outlay, because the cor- 

* respondence did not warrant it ; at that time, as the Committee will remember, 
there was a grievance as to the time the letters took between Dungarvan and 
Cappoquin ; at present that grievance has been altogether remedied ; and, there- 
fore, if at that time the Post-office would not expend the sum of 30 1. a year, of 
course they will not expend it now. 

2701. Can you say, that that grievance has been altogether remedied, if in 
order to write a letter and get an answer there must be a lapse of two nights 
and one day ? — Yes. 

2702. Would it be possible, by employing Bianconi’s car, to write a letter in 
the morning from any of those towns and get an answer in the evening ? — No. 

2703. Are you quite positive of that?— Quite ; because the car to which the 
witness alluded ran out of Dungarvan in the evening to Cappoquin and Lismore. 

2704. Suppose a letter written in the morning from Cappoquin, is there any 
car to convey it ? — There is a car runs in the morning from Lismore to Dun- 
garvan. 

2705. At what time does it start? — At about five o’clock. 

2706. At what time does it arrive at Dungarvan ?— It starts from Lismore 
at 5.30, and arrives in Dungarvan at 8. 80. 

2707. That would bring a letter dropped into the post-office at any hour the 
night before, would it not ? — If there chanced to be one, it would. 

2708. I assume that fact ; if it did carry the mail, of course it would take any 
letter dropped into the post-office during the night?— If there chanced to be a 
letter posted there it would carry it. 

2709. That letter would reach Dungarvan at nine o’clock, or he delivered at 
nine o’clock? — Yes. 

2710. There is another conveyance then going out from Dungarvan and back 
to Lismore at somewhere about six o’clock in the evening? — Yes ; it arrives in 
Lismore about eight o’clock in the evening. 

2711. Therefore a letter that is dropped in the Lismore post-office the night 
before might be delivered in Dungarvan at nine o’clock, be disposed of in the 
meantime, and an answer be received in Lismore at eight o’clock in the evening ? 
— Yes. 

2712. Would that, be something of an improvement upon the present system ? 
— I suppose it would be an improvement to have a direct communication of that 
kind between any towns ; but when you speak of a very small town like Lismore, 
and take any letters which would be posted for Dungarvan after so late an hour 
as five o’clock in the evening, the accommodation is so inconsiderable as almost 
to am&unt to nothing. 

2713. Mr. JVilson.'] So small as not to justify the expense ? — The probability 
would be that the car would go six days without a letter and the seventh would 
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have one ; I think it must be evident that a communication of that kind cannot 
be justified ; it is impossible to say that it would be no accommodation. 

2714. Mr. Maguire.'] Then you give a point blank denial to every thing that 
gentleman has said as to the time occupied in the transmission of letters? — I 
admit the non-delive^ of the day mail at Dungarvan, and I admit that he had 
ground of complaint in that respect. 

2715. But that, you say, has been remedied ? — It has been remedied. As to the 
other matters he spoke in error. 

2716. I think you said something about the mail from Mallow to Cork being 
stopped on some occasion; for how long was that? — Two days, I think. 

2717. I believe nothing of that kind was ever heard of before ? — No ; and we 
never heard of such obstructions from snow as we had in the south of Ireland 
last year. 



Lunce, 23 ° die Julii, 1855 . 
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Mr. Meagher. 
Mr. Wilson. 
Mr. Wickham. 
Mr. Lowe. 

Mr. Maguire. 



Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. F. Scully. 
Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. S. Ricardo. 
Viscount Monck. 



THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq., in the Chair. 



Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in, and further Examined. 

2718. m.Wilsonr] SOMETHING was said about the inconvenience which 
Lord Huntingdon experienced in receiving his letters ; have you any observations 
to make upon that ? — The letter alluded to was, I believe, a letter from Lord Stuart 
de Decies, whose post town is at Cappoquin, to Woodstown, Woodstown being 
served by the Dunmore mail. It was stated that four days were taken in that 
circulation, whereas, in point of fact, the circulation is made by direct post now 
in one night. 

2719. Has that alteration taken place lately? — A portion of that alteration 
has been effected by a change in the Dunmore car, but the larger portion of the 
time stated to be taken in the circulation of such a letter was so stated in error by 
the witnesses. 

2720. Then there is no such delay as has been stated ?— There is no such 
delay as has been stated. 

2721. When was the change in the Dunmore car made?— Since the Com- 
mittee began to sit. 

2722. Before that change was made, was the statement made in this commit- 
tee-room correct ?— No ; the statement which was made was incorrect. Woods- 
town is not a post-town, but is in the delivery of ‘W'aterford, and therefore 
should be looked upon as a part of Waterford. A letter from Lord Stuart de 
Decies would leave Cappoquin on Monday evening, and would reach Waterford 
on the Tuesday morning. 

2723. You have been asked a great number of questions about the car from 
Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, and about certain irregularities which have taken place 
there, by which there was a loss of the bags ; have you any explanation to make 
upon that now which you could not make a few days ago ?— I am able to explain 
to the Committee now the circumstances to which allusion was made. It was 
stated by a witness here, that these accidents took place during the last J 8 months, 
and if I am not mistaken, it was stated to the Committee at the last day of sitting, 
that one of those accidents occurred during the last winter. The accidents 
alluded to took place in April and in August 1853 . 

2724. About two years ago ’—About two years ago ; it was also stated, if 
I am not wrong, that the accident which took place last winter was attribfltahle 
to the fact that the Post-office employed an improper contractor during last 

0-62. Y2 winter; 
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A. Trollope, winter; whereas the contract has been in Mr. Bianconi’s hands since October 

1853 . I may also state that the delays of the mail to which allusion has been 

23 July 1855. made were very seriously noticed ; that the contractor who then had the contract 
was fined, and that he was also denied permission to hold the contract beyond 
the 5 th of October 1853 , although his tender was at the time the lowest. 

2725. In short, you discharged him of his contract, and did not renew the 
contract, although he tendered the lowest price? — We did not discharge him, 
because it so happened that at that time he was under notice already ; notice 
given by himself, he intending to put in at a higher sum ; and he did put in at 
a higher sum. Though he put in the lowest tender, that tender w'as rejected, 
upon the ground specially of the accident that had occurred. I may also say, 
that the driver through whose negligence the first accident occurred was drunk, as 
I suggested to the Committee on the last occasion ; he was dismissed for being 
drunk, and the contractor then employed another man, who was not fit from 
want of competence, and the second accident occurred through that. 

2726. Since that period you are not aware of any accident r — Since that 

period there is no record of any delay to be found either in the Dublin or in the 
London offices. ^ 

2727. It was stated by a witness that in the south of Ireland railways are 
sparingly used for the purposes of the Post-office ? — That has been stated. 

2728. Is that your opinion ? — Certainly not; we pay a very high rate for 
railway accommodation in the south of Ireland, and we pay more money for 
railway accommodation in Ireland than we do in Scotland. 'I'he dearest railway 
used in Ireland is now used expressly for the accommodation of the counties 
which are now under the consideration of the Committee. 

2729. Speaking of the south of Ireland and the communication between 
Waterford, Limerick and Cork direct to Dublin, is it your opinion or not that as 
much accommodation is given, and as much money expended with a view to rail- 
way accommodation to those parts of the country, as to any other with which you 
are acquainted? — Certainly ; Mr. Page, who is here, will give the exact figures 
and prices paid. 

2730. Is it not the case that the direct line of railway from Dublin to Cork, 
which is used at a very high expense to the Post-office, has a very essential and 
material influence in giving accommodation to all the parts of the country through 
which it passes, right and left, including the branches to Waterford and 
Limerick ? — Certainly ; so much so, that if the use of that line were discontinued, 
and the Waterford and Limerick lines were used, all the towns which are now 
served would be injured instead of being benefited. 

2731. It has been stated by a witness as if it were a desirable thing that the 
letters should all arrive at Waterford so as to have but one delivery in a day ; 
do you consider that would be any advantage in regard to Waterford? — Cer- 
tainly not) it is a singular statement to be made by a mercantile man, because 
the mercantile men have, during late years, expressly pressed upon the Post- 
office the use of day mails ; Mr. Blake it was who stated that. 

2732. Of course, if you have a day mail and a night mail a single delivery is 
impossible ?— Yes. 

2733. And therefore to have a single delivery is to presume either only a 
night mail or only a day mail ? — Exactly. 

2734. A complaint has been made by one of the coroners of tlie county of 
Waterford, that he could not receive a letter from Kilmfeaden in time to allow of 
his holding an inquest; did you hear that statement? — I did. 

SZS,*)- What observation have you to make upon that? — It entirely depends 
upon whether the county coroner received his letters at his office in Waterford 
or at his residence in Tramore ; if he lived in Tramore, of course he would not 
be as well off' as if he lived in Waterford. If he was at Waterford, a letter posted 
at Kiimeaden on Monday morning would reach him in plenty of time to answer 
it so that the answer should be at Kiimeaden on Monday evening, so that, in 
point of fact, no po.stal arrangements could give more accommodation. 

2736- What you mean to say is, that if a gentleman is at his office, Iiis ])lace 
of business, he can receive his letters in full time to answer them for all the 
objects tl'.at his business requires? — Exactly. 

2737. But if he has a private residence some miles from his office, and he 
does not go to his office, of course his letters may be a long time in reaching him, 
and it may be impossible for him to avail himself of a reply by return of post ? — 

Exactly 
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Exactly so ; in this case the coroner stated that he had an office in Waterford, A. Trollope, "Esq. 
hut in all his complaints with regard to the post-office, he argued as though he • • 

received them at Tramore. s 3 -July 1855. 

273^* Suppose a letter be posted, on Monday at Waterford for Kilmeaden, 
when would it be received, and when can an answer be received back in Water- 
ford? — A letter posted up to one o’clock on Monday in Waterford would reach 
Kilmeaden the same evening ; and an answer posted early on Tuesday morning 
•would reach Waterford on the same day, and be delivered on the same'day. 

2739. therefore if he was in Waterford at his office on Monday morning, 
he would be able to answer any letter which arrived in the morning by the one 
^o’clock mail, and receive a reply to it on the following day ? — Exactly. ’ 

2740. But Tramore being a sub-office and some distance from Waterford, the 
delivery there would be too late for him to avail himself of that course of post? 

— There being but one course of post to Tramore, the letter would not go out to 
him till the morning. 

2741. Has Tramore a very limited correspondence? — The correspondence of 
Tramore is small ; in winter time it has about 600 a week, and in summer it has 
about 1,100 ; it is rather more than doubled in summer<> 

2742. It has been stated that the nearer the local post-office is to the city of 
AVaterford, the longer is the time taken in getting an answer to a letter ; is that 
so? — Certainly not; it can be shown that everyone of the offices named in 
connexion with the city of Waterford has a daily post to and from Waterford ; 

•there are two other small places in the county which have been named, which 
have a daily post in connexion with Carrick-on-Suir, but even those are not so 
•circumstanced as -was described ; for instance, it was said that a letter posted in 
Tramore on Monday would not reach Dunmore until Wednesday, whereas that 
letter would reach Dunmore on Tuesday, and so on. 

2743. There was a complaint that a newspaper published by Mr. Doudney 
once a month, at Bonmahon, is not duly carried by post ; he stated that there 
were no bags for the Bonmahon mail ? — There is a sealed bag for the Bon- 
•niahon mail, a bag fitted to a certain scale in accordance with the letters there ; 
if it so happens that 800 newspapers are posted on any day, of course the bag 
•which was appropriated to that given correspondence of Bonmahon would not 
be able to include all those bulky newspapers. 

2744. Of course you would not pretend in a postal arrangement to make an 
:arrangemerit, in a small out of the way country town, for the accidental or peri- 
odical publication on one day in a month of 800 or 1,000 newspapers ; you would 
not profess to do that ; you would say it was entirely beyond your duty ? — We 
should not profess to do it ; but we authorised an allo'W'ance of half-a-crown a 
•day, not half*a-crown a month, as was stated, whenever Mr. Doudney might 
have a number of newspapers to post, which would exceed the number which 
■the man would be able to carry. 

2745 -_ Then, in fact, you have made a special provision for this single monthly 
publication in a small village in the south ot Ireland ? — Exactly ; a special arrange- 
ment to_convey any newspapers posted there, presuming we get due notice. Of 
•course, if those newspapers are sent down once a month to the post-office at a 
little village like Bonmahon, a car would not be procurable without notice. 

2746. But if he publishes on a certain day of the month, or if he gives due 
notice that the publication will take place on a certain day, you agree to make on 
that day a special arrangement for his personal convenience? — Exactly; but as 
it appears that the matter has not worked well, it has been again referred to the 
•surveyor, in order that he may see what arrangement will suit Mr. Doudney. 

2747. _ When was this arrangement made by which you arranged for his' pub- 
lication in the way you have described, with reference to the half-crown a day? 

— I think it was in 1853 . 

2745. Then that has nothing- to do with this inquiry?— No ; but as Mr. Doud- 
ney slated that it did not suit him, we have again referred the matter, to see if 
an arrangement can be made more palatable to him ; but the arrangement was 
made when the accommodation was first asked for, and it was immediately on Mr. 

Doudney’s evidence having been given that the matter was again referred. 

2749. that was in consequence of his complaint here that that arrangement 
did not suit him, you say? — Yes. 

27.50. I think the same witness stated that the Bonmahon messenger walked 
25 h English miles a day; is that accurate ? — No; he walks 20 i English miles a day. 

^•62. Y3 ■ 2751.1s 
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A Trollope, Esq. 2/5 1. Is that an ordinary distance for a foot messenger r — A very common dis- 
~ “ tance in Ireland when the mails to be carried are hght ; in England we consider 

as July 1855. miles a day tlie best distance to appropriate to a man. 

27.52, Mr. Liddell] Do you mean by best, the most practicable ? — A full day’s 
work we consider 16 miles. 

275J. Is not that pretty nearly the outside of what any man does in England? 
— No, many do more ; but that we consider to be a full day’s work. Where 
some small village can be brought in by an additional mile, we have no hesita- 
tion in putting that additional mile upon him, 

2754. In putting the additional distance on do you increase his pay r — Yes. 
275,5. Mr. Wilson.] Are there not very many cases in England where a man 
w'alks fully 20 miles a day f — Yes, I should say a great many men walk 20 miles 
a day ; the walks are somewhat different in England ; the houses at which he 
delivers upon his road are so much thicker, and he walks in delivering up gentle- 
men’s avenues, but he walks 16 miles a day in addition to the distance walked 
in delivering at the houses ; whereas in Ireland he has no such distance to 
walk ; he walks the road merely, so that, in fact, the English walks are much 
harder. 

2756. Is it not the fact that the English rural messengers have much heavier 
weights than the Irish rural messengers have? — Much heavier. 

27,57. In Ireland are these walking posts considered unusually heavy work ? — 
No, certainly not. 

2758. When it is inferred that the work was so heavy that a man was killed 
by it, do you think there is any accuracy in that representation? — Oh no, 
because the fault we find is, that when we employ a man he too often employs 
some little girl or boy to do the work ; in point of fact, the work is so light that 
anybody can do it very often. 

27,59. In the case whei’e the runner died, I think it was the son of the post- 
master? — It was. 

2760. And he afterwards appointed asecond son to take the place ?— He did ; 
and I am able to say that the man is a very good father, and very unlikely to 
put his son into what he considered an unhealthy position. 

2761. Was he a delicate young man to begin with?— I cannot say ; I appointed 
the man who died, at his father’s request. 

2762. It is stated that a letter for Bonmahon must he posted at Waterford 
before 2 p.m., and that then an answer could only reach Waterford at the same 
time tlwit an answer would do from London ; is that true?— It is error all through ; 
a letter posted at Waterford up to 4 o’clock on the Monday would reach Bon- 
mahon on Tuesday morning ; the answer, posted in Bonmahon on Tuesday after- 
noon, would reach W^aterford on Wednesday morning, which is what we consider 
the best course of post between one town and another in its vicinity. 

2763. Therefore, in point of fact, the answer would he had in Waterford at 
the same lime that a letter would be delivered in London ? — It would be delivered 
in Waterford about the time that the letter would be delivered in London. 

2764. A complaint was made as to the circulation from Pilltown to Kilkenny ; 
what do you say to that? — The circulation from Pilltown to Kilkenny is direct, 
by the night mail ; a letter posted at Pilltown on Monday evening would reach 
Kilkenny in time for the early morning delivery, about half past seven on Tues- 
day, so that the circulation is by a direct night mail in that case also. 

276,5. That statement was a mistake? — That statement was a mistake. 

2766. Mr. Kennedy stated, with regard to the Clonmel mail, that letters 
arriving from Waterford could only he delivered during a quarter of an hour; 
that is to say, they arrive at a quarter before nine, and the post-office is kept 
open till nine? — That matter was answered on the first day of my examination ; 
it has been fully explained in my examination. 

2767. Since this Committee sat, you have instructed them to keep the post- 
office open till 10: — Yes. 

2768. 'I'he matter connected with the Clonmel day mail has been already gone 
through ? — Yes. 

2769. Is there not something in the very nature of great acceleration of main 
mails that must a little tend to throw out the bye mails; so that the greater 
accommodation of the great bulk of the important and large towns very often 
causes at least a comparative amount of loss to the smaller posts which cannot 
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be made to fit? — The acceleration of trunk mails will alw^ays interfere with, and 
to a certain extent injure, the bye communication between small towns. 

2770. Inasmuch as the mail passes much sooner both ways, so that the con- 
veyances from the smaller places are prevented from arriving in time ? — If any 
Member will make the figure Y on paper that will show' it very plainly. We will 
presume the bottom of the Y to be the metropolis, and the ends of the two 
branches two provincial towns, the length of the trunk and of the branches being 
equal. If the mail left the bottom of the Y and the two extremities, each at 
6 p. m., and arrived at the end of its journey at 6 a. m., each mail would pass the 
point of branching at 1 2, midnight ; and letters coming from the one provincial 
town by the one mail, would go down to the other by the other mail. But 
presuming the pace of these mails to be so accelerated that the journey should 
be performed in 9, instead of 12 hours, the departure from the metropolis repre- 
sented by the bottom of the Y would still be at 6 p. m., and the arrivals of the 
down mails at the extremities would be at 3 a. m. The dispatch of the up-mails 
from the extremities would be at 9 p. m. The down-mails would thus arrive at 
the point of juncture at 10.30 p. m., and the iip-mails at 1.30 a. m. And thus 
of course the circulation which had hitherto existed would be lost. 

2771. It was stated that the circulation of letters from Waterford to Limerick 
is unnecessarily slow; have you any observation to make upon that? — The 
amount of extra accommodation which would be given by the use of the night 
mail train from Limerick to Waterford has been stated; in my opinion it is 
trifling ; but a certain amount of accommodation would be given, no doubt. As 
regards Limerick, the letters w’ould not leave Limerick any later for any available 
purposes, nor would they arrive earlier for any available purposes. 

2772. From Limerick to Waterford there would be no available change? — 
No ; not in the dispatch from Limerick. 

2773. And from Waterford to Limerick there would be no advantage in the 
arrival at Limerick, but there would be an advantage in the departure from 
Waterford ? — Exactly. 

2774. Suppose that the half-past five o’clock passenger train were used which 
now runs, that would afford 1 h hour’s additional facilities, and in fact would 
include the whole of the business day at Waterford if the letters were sent by 
that evening train ? — Exactly ; that is, it would give an hour ; they leave at 
half-past four now. 

2775- would give an hour, which would in fact bring them to the close of 
the business day ? — It would give them up to the close of the business day to 
post letters at Waterford. 

2776. It was said that Rathkeale and Newcastle would gain much ; when are 
letters delivered at those two places by the present arrangement r — Letters 
already are delivered at Rathkeale at seven o’clock in the morning, and at New- 
castle at half-past seven. 

2777. Therefore any earlier arrival would be of no use there at all ? — No. 

2778. It was stated tliat a letter posted at Dunrnore on Monday would not 
reach Cashel till Wednesday? — That was a mistake ; it would reach Cashel in 
the middle of the day on Tuesday. 

2779. There has been a complaint made of the irregularity of the Kinsale 
mails ; at what time does the night mail arrive there ? — i'he night mail arrives 
in Kinsale at ten minutes past five in the morning. 

2780. Therefore, any earlier arrival would be of no benedt there? — No; an 
earlier arrival could be of no benefit; and as the dispatch is at seven in the 
evening- it may be said that a later dispatch could he of no benefit. 

2781. There has been a complaint made with regard to the quality of the 
horses used by the contractor upon that line ? — If any representation upon that 
subject were made either to the secretary or to the surveyor, and it should be 
found that an improper class of horse was really used, the horse would as a 
matter of course be changed. 

2782. That is, if the cai’ did not keep its time? — That is, if the car did not 
keep its time, or if the horse was in any way in a disgraceful state. If an unfit 
horse be used, the surveyor has full power to order the contractor to change 
his horse. 

2783. Mr. Lidddl.j Is it within your knowledge that remonstrances have 
been made by a Member of the House, Mr. Herbert, upon that very subject? — 
Not upon the subject of that car. 

0.62. Y 4 2784. Not 



A. Trollope, Esq. 
ss.July 1855. 
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A. Trollope, 2784. Not as to this particular car; but I am alluding to the question 

generally, that representations have been made by Mr. Herbert several times to- 

23 July 1855. the Post-office; 1 have not heard that that car is better managed than it was 
when he complained? — I think it is a good deal better managed than it was ;•• 
I think Mr. Herbert is prepared to admit that. 

2785. Mr. Wilso 7 i.'\ With reference to the night mail upon the Bandon railway 
from Cork, and the price which is required for that mail, would the convenience- 
be worth the price that is demanded? — Certainly not. 

2786. The convenience would be very small ? — The extra convenience would 
be very small. Taking the towns which are served west of Cork at present by 
mail-car, all of which would be served by this railway, the present cost is 639 
and the sum proposed to be expended is 1,449 1 . 

2787. And the number of letters to be facilitated very few? — The number of 
letters which would be wholly conveyed only gives a revenue of 2,700 1 ., and< 
twm-thirds of them would receive no advantage whatsoever by such a change. 

2788. That is to say, that though the mail by railway might arrive earlier, it 
would be still in the middle of the night, when no delivery could take place ? — 
Exactly ; so early in the morning, that no earlier delivery could take place than.- 
at present. 

2789. Then it has been suggested that the train could be used leaving Cork at- 
six o’clock in the morning?-— Yes. 

2790. Would that be of any material service? — No, but it would be a very 
material injury. The train leaving Cork at six o’clock in the morning could not 
bring the bag into Bandon sooner than seven in the morning at the earliest ; 
the mail is now in Bandon at five in the morning, and as Clonakilty, Koscarbery,., 
Skibbereen, and Bantry are served from Bandon, their mails would of course be 
detained for two hours by such an arrangement. 

2791. Therefore, instead of a facility, it would be a great inconvenience to 
those places to which you have alluded ? — It would be so great an inconvenience,- 
that it would create a great turmoil in the county, and ultimately the Postmaster- 
general would be obliged to discontinue such an arrangement. 

2792. Has there been any negotiation between the Postmaster-general and 
the railway company, with regard to the use of the day mail by the Bandon 
line ? — There has been a good deal of correspondence ; the company offered to- 
carry the day mail both ways for 100/. a year, and I believe the olfer made by 
the Post-office has been to pay them 40/. a year. 

2793- What would be the price that the Post-office would pay according tO' 
its calculation of the benefit to be received ? — £.40 a year. 

2794. But according to the usual scale for the letters which would he ac- 
celerated, for which 40/. has been offered? — About 27/. 10^. would be the 
sum. 

2795. What is the usual scale of calculation as to what it is worth paying 
for the use of a railway, for a use of a day mail in this way ? — If a town that does 
not have a day mail would receive letters giving a revenue of 100 1 . per annum 
by a day mail, we calculate that we may give a quarter of that sum for, and 
we may expend a quarter of that sum iu, securing such day mail ; of course it 
would be seen that those letters are in fact taken from the night mail. 

2796. Or the great bulk of them? — The whole of them at first; the first- 
time that the day mail ran into the town, the whole of the letters which would 
arrive by that day mail would have come by the night mail if that day mail had 
not been established. 

2797. Therefore in your calculation, when you say a quarter, it is a quarter 
of the 100 1 . that would be subtracted from tlie night mail ?— Yes. 

2798. Not a quarter of any new correspondence that might be supposed to 
arise? — No; a quarter of the whole letters giving the 100/. that would be so. 
conveyed. 

2799' Then it was stated that the Kinsaie mail was detained at the half-way 
house on the Bandon line without being in charge of any one; is that correct? — 
No ; that is an error ; there is a post-office at that half-way house at a place 
called Ballinhassig, and when the mails were obstructed by the snow, they were 
in charge of the postmistress at Ballinhassig. 

2S00. Irregularities took place during the snow, and were chiefly arising from 
the obstruction of the snow /—Exactly. 

2801 . That I believe was very great, was not it ? — Yes. 

2802. And- 
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2802. And great expense was incurred to get the mads forward ? — A great 

expense ; a great sum of money was paid by the Post-office in getting through 
those obstructions. ® 

2803. Mr. Kennedy complained that the correspondence between Clonmel and 
Kilkenny was very bad, and that that correspondence passes through Dublin; is 
that correct No ; that correspondence leaving Clonmel on the evening of 
Monday gets into Kilkenny on the morning of Tuesday, and does not go through 
Dublin; there is a car runs across from Thurles to Kilkenny ; a leSer leaves 
Clonmel, goes up to Goold’s Cross, and from Goold’s Cross it goes on the railway 
to Thurles, and goes by car to Kilkenny, and arrives there the following morning. 

2804. Arrives there on Tuesday morning ? — Yes. 

2805. It was stated, in reply to a question which I put to Mr. Kennedy, that 

the London five o’clock day mail was of very little use to Clonmel and the 
southern parts of Ireland ; what proportion of the letters does that mail carry 
from London ? — Mr. Kennedy appears to have been very much in error upon 
that subject ; if I am not mistaken, he said that not one letter in a hundred Mt 
by that mail, whereas the fact is that 50,400 leave London for Ireland by the 
express mail at five o’clock in the evening, and only 37,700 leave by the night 
mail. ^ 

2806. Is it not the case that even the larger proportion of those letters are 
letters which pass through Dublin, and which arrive in Dublin for the express 
purpose of leaving by the morning mail ? — I think that every town in Ireland 
receives an equal proportion of them according to its number of letters. 

2807. But separating the Dublin letters from the country correspondence, the 
Dublin letters leaving by the night mail arrive still about 10 or 11 o’clock in 
Dublin, in time for a tolerably early delivery ; but the country letters that leave 
London, if they do not go by the five o’clock mail, lie in Dublin all day till the 
evening; and therefore the five o’clock mail is put on almost expressly for the 
letters that pass through Dublin, and not that remain in Dublin ? — It was put 
on for that object ; but I think the effect in Dublin is as beneficial as upon the 
provincial towns. 

28f'8. But of the 30,000 which leave by the night mail, a much larger pro- 
portion would be Dublin letters as compared with the country letters, than of the 
50,000 which leave by the five o’clock mail? — I do not think so. 

2809. But there is a difference in the proportion in relation to letters received 
in Dublin and those received in the country ?— If the provincial towns receive 
three-fifths of the express mail, I think it will be found that they will receive 
three-fifths of the night mail. I have no reason for assuming there would be any 
difference in the proportion of the letters. 

^ 2810. Would there not be a much stronger inducement to write a letter bv the 
five o’clock mail, which had to go through Dublin, than to write a letter which 
had to remain in Dublin, because, if a Dublin letter goes by the nine o’clock 
mail, it is still delivered in Dublin before 12 o’clock the next day? — It is not 
delivered before 12 o’clock ; and the object of the earlier delivery in the morninfr 
IS, to serve all those letters. The express mail is as beneficial to Dublin as it is 
to the minor towns ; in point of fact, the five o’clock mail has been of the greatest 
possible benefit as regards the postal communication to the whole of Ireland, 
because the proportions which are given here are greatly increased before the 
mail reaches Ireland ; all the Liverpool and Manchester letters, and a portion of 
the Scotch letters, and indeed the whole weight of the correspondence from the 
north of England falls into the express mail. 

2811. That goes on by the five o’clock mail from London? — It catches the 
express mail upon its route, and, therefore, the numbers which I have given do 
not show even any fair proportion of the advantage of the express mail. 

2812. fhen^ if I had formed an opinion from the evidence of Mr. Kennedy, 
that this five 0 clock mail was of little use, and might be discontinued, I should 
have made a great error? — A great error. 

.iSi3. When does that mail close in London? — Three o’clock, in Lombard- 
street, and half-past three at the General Post-office. Mr. Kennedy, I think, 
said that not one m a hundred of the letters that left London went by that mail. 

2814. Chairman^] That 60,000 does not include letters from Liverpool ? — No: 

It includes all letters that go by the London bags. I thought Mr. Kennedy’s 

^ argument 



A. Trollope, Es^. 
553 July 1855. 
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A. Trollope, Esq. argument went to show that very little had been done for Ireland by putting on 
— the express mail. 

23 July 1855. 2815. Mr. JVilson.} It has been stated by the Solicitor-general for Ireland, that 

the Dublin mail reaches Ennis at seven in the morning ; when does it reach 
Ennis ? — It reaches Ennis at 30 minutes past five in the morning. 

2816. And, therefore, so early as to be of no service for any possible delivery ? 
— So early, that an earlier arrival can be of no use to the town of Ennis. 

2817. He also stated, that delay arose in consequence of the mail to Ennis 
being sent round by the Western Railway via Oranmore, instead of being sent 
direct by the Limerick and Waterford line ; what observation have you to make 
upon that ? — In the first place, no earlier delivery at Ennis could be accomplished 
by any route, as the delivery is already at seven o’clock in the morning ; and in 
the next place, there is an arrival from Limerick in the morning at Ennis. The 
Solicitor-general, I think, stated his opinion, though he said he was doubtful 
upon the subject, that the mail arrived at 10 in the morning ; but it does in fact 
arrive at 5.55 in the morning, and, therefore, the letters coming by the one mail 
and by the other are both delivered together at seven o’clock in the morning. 

2818. Both arrive in time for the earliest practicable delivery? — Exactly. 

2819. Therefore no greater speed or quicker arrangement could be of any 
benefit, as far as Ennis is concerned ? — Exactly. 

2820. A complaint has been made that there is no day mail to Ennis; have 
you any observation to make upon that complaint : — There has been consider- 
able correspondence respecting the application for a day mail to Ennis, and it 
was found that the letters applicable to the expense to be incurred for such a 
purpose gave a revenue of 25 1 . 

2821. What would the expense be? — The Solicitor-general stated that the 
mail would be run for 70 1 . a year, to which we should add another 10 L as the 
additional expense of delivery, which would make a total of 80 /. ; and I have no 
doubt that his evidence was correct, and that a day mail could be run into Ennis 
for 80 1 . a year. 

2822. There would be an expenditure of 80/. in order to obtain a revenue of 
25 /. ? — No ; in order to expedite the delivery of letters which give a revenue, 
of which 25/. would be applicable to such a purpose. 

2823. Mr. Liddell.] Would not the number of letters be probably increased 
by such an additional accommodation ? — We should expect it would he increased, 
hut to give a revenue of 25 1 . it would be many years before they came to such 
an extent as that; nevertheless we look to such an increase. 

2824. Mr. Wilson.] Was the Solicitor-general correct in his calculation as to 
the circulation between Barren and Clare Castle ?• — I think the statement was not 
made by the Solicitor-general, but that it was suggested to him ; but, however, 
the statement that letters from Barren to Clare Castle went up to Dublin is not 
correct. 

2825. Mr. O’Brien stated, that Dungarvan had been so affected by the use of 
railways for postal purposes in the south of Ireland, that it was infinitely worse 
off than before the railways were introduced ? — Yes, that was another statement 
which was very surprising; before the use of railways, Dungarvan received its 
one mail a day at 12 o’clock, and dispatched one mail a day also at 12. 

2826. At the same hour? — At the same hour. 

2827. Tiierefore there could be no reply until the following day ? — Therefore 
there could be no reply until the following day ; there was no other mail came into 
Dungarvan at all, and Dungarvan at that time w'as certainly circumstanced very 
badly with regard to its mail. At present the mail arrives at 7.45 in the morning. 

2828. Which used to arrive at 12? — Which used to arrive at 12, and the 
mail is dispatched at 4.30 in the evening, which used to be dispatched at 12 ; 
in addition to this, there is a day mail which arrives at six in the evening, which 
is dispatched at seven in the morning ; that is all additional accommodation. 

2829. Therefore, so far as regards the direct postal communication to Dungar- 
vaii, the convenience is much greater than formerly ; but supposing that the 
witness’s opinion was based upon the circulation with the nearer towns of 
Waterford, Tallow, Fermoy and all those towns and Cork, would the observation 
apply in that case? — It would be impossible that he should name any town in 
which we could not show that the circulation was greatly improved. 

2830. I suppose the opinion expressed was based upon the error which has 
been since pointed out, namely, upon the assumption that the letters went to 

Dublin, 
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Dublin, and came back in many cases, instead of the circulation which you 
described the other day ? — Some letters used to circulate slower, from Dungarvan 
to Cappoquin, for instance ; but even at that time, or at any time since the railways 
have been used, the postal accommodations have been so much better than they 
■were, that the statement is unintelligible to me. 

2831.^ But it the statement was made founded upon the general statement as 
to the circulation from Dungarvan, it would not be true after the explanation 
■which you have given as to the error into which the witness has fallen with 
regard to that circulation r — No. 

283^2. Your explanation as to the circulation of all those towns, is that an error, 
had been made by the witness in supposing that the letters had gone up to 
Dublin ?~Yes ; but even presuming he had been right, and even presuming I 
had had the same opinion which he had with regard to such circulation, I should 
still be prepared to say that the postal arrangements of Dungarvan were much 
better than they were before the use of the railway. 

2833. Then, neither with regard to the postal communication between Dungar- 
van and Dublin, and that distant part of the country, nor with regard to the 
circulation of the immediate towns, is it correct to say that the convenience is 
less, but on the contrary in every case it is much greater ?— In every case much 
greater. 

2834. There has been a decrease in the number of letters at Dungarvan, and 
that has been said to be occasioned by the bad arrangement of the post, chiefly 
with Clonmel ; is that so ? — Such a statement was made ; the revenue at Dun- 
garvan has been continually on the decrease, and it was stated that that decrease 
was probably owing to the fact that the mode of communication ■with Clonmel 
and with other towns was very injurious, and that letters were sent by hand; 
but it was also owned by the same witness that the communication with Clonmel 
had been so improved that the heavier part of that injury had been done away 
•^nth. However, it can be shown that the revenue at Dungarvan has continued to 
decrease notwithstanding that, and that from a calculation based upon a return 
made up to the 2lst of May last, the revenue is still less than it was in the 
previous year, and in point of fact the revenue of Dungarvan has decreased from 
year to year during the last six years. 

2835. In spite of all the increased accommodation ?— In spite of all the 
increased accommodation ; and that decrease has continued even though that 
cause for sending letters by private means to Clonmel, to which the gentleman 
alluded, has been done a^way with. 

2836. Mr. Liddell.'] Is Dungarvan declining in its trade generally • — I should 
take this as strong evidence that it was so declining. 

2837. Mr. Wilson?^ Mr. Herbert has complained very much of the slow com- 
munication from Mallow to Tralee : have you any explanation to make as to 
those complaints ? — I believe Mr. Herbert stated that he did not think he had 
any ground to call upon the Post-office for the use of a night-mail train to Kil- 
larney, or even for the use of a day-mail train to Kilianiey, and therefore, 
although something was said upon the subject, it may be unnecessary to go into 
that. 1 think the Committee understood from Mr. Herbert that he was not pre- 
pared even to recommend the Postmaster-general to use such trains, and there- 
ibre I presume what Mr. Herbert said may reduce itself into a complaint made 
by him as to the late arrival of the cars at Tralee. 

2838. Has anything been done in order to accelerate that arrival? — A good 
deal has been done ; when Mr. Herbert first made his complaint, letters were 
sorted at Mallow for many small places between Mallow and lYalee ; in order to 
prevent that delay the Post-ofiice has, at a considerable expense, put on what we 
call a travelling post-office, which travels over the line from Dublin to Cork by 
night, so that those letters which were formerly sorted at Mallow, are now sorted 
upon the railway, and therefore the 45 minutes which were consumed in sorting 
those letters at Mallow are now saved to Tralee. There has been great ground to 
complain of the state of the road over part of the distance from Mallow to Tralee ; 
through the whole of last winter the mails were delayed from 20 to 30 minutes 
daily by those bad roads ; an application on the subject has been made by the 
Postmaster-general to the Board of Works, and under those applications the 
roads have been repaired ; the Post-office thinks there is fair ground for hoping 
that no such delay ■will take place even on the recurrence of ■winter. 
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2839. Viscount Monck.'] Mr. Alexander has stated that before the use of the 
Southern and Western Railway, letters posted at Waterford on Monday night, 
would reach Milford, his residence, by mail-coach, on Tuesday morning, and that 
now he cannot get such letters till Wednesday morning, unless he sends a private 
messenger to Carlow ? — Before the use of the railway in question, and when the 
Waterford mail-coach was running through Carlow, there was no post-office at 
Milford at all, and therefore whatever letters Mr. Alexander got he got from the 
Carlow post-office. 

2840. By special messenger? — I do not know what means he used ; Carlow 
was his post town ; there was no post-office at Milford. The facts of the case, as 
regards Waterford and Carlow, are as follow : when the coach was used, a letter 
leaving Waterford on Monday evening at 4 p.m. was delivered in Carlow the 
next morning at 7 a.m.; and now, a letter leaving Waterford at 7.20 p.m. does 
not arrive in Carlow till 11.15 a.m. There is therefore at present a later dispatch 
from Waterford, and a later ai-rival at Carlow. 

2841. Mr. GroganJ] Are you quite correct with regard to the second delivery 
in Carlow r — ^The delivery is at 11 .45, which would be giving 30 minutes for the 
sorting by the letter-carrier of the day-mail letters. 

2842. Viscount Moiicki] Mr. Alexander, in his evidence, gave the Committee 
an estimate of what the letters of the Milford post-office were ; can you give the 
exact state of facts ?—-I can ; Milford receives 153 letters a week. I believe 
Mr. Alexander’s object was that a bag should be dropped at the Milford station 
by the railway passing by. To effect this Milford should be made a post town, 
and should make up bags for all the different towns upon the line, including 
Dublin and Waterford ; the salary of the office would, in such case, be equal to 
the whole revenue of the letters arriving at Milford, leaving nothing for the cost 
of conveyance whatsoever. 

2843. Mr. Alexander also mentioned, in support of his case from Milford, 
that the Gowran and Goresbridge postage would be affected by the use of the 
railway ; will you explain what the present state of the postal communication 
between Gowran and Goresbridge and Waterford is, and how it would be affected 
by lhe use of the railway ? — I think Mr. Alexander was alluding to a dispatch of 
a night mail from Waterford to leave that town at 7 or 7.80 in the evening ; at 
any rate, to leave Kilkenny at 8.30. The mail at present leaves Goresbridge at 
7.37 p.m., and Gowran at 8.7 p.m.; and if such an arrangement as is alluded 
to were made, the dispatch from each of those towns would necessarily be one 
hour and 40 minutes earlier than at present, so far as regards the dispatch. 
The arrival at Gowran is now 5.13 a.m., and the arrival at Goresbridge 5.43 a.m., 
and therefore, as regards arrival, no change could give any benefit. 

2844. With respect to the evidence of Mr. Fletcher, with reference to that 
plan of his for carrying the Wexford mail down the Great Southern and Western 
Line, and so leaving an opening for the employment of the Waterford and Kil- 
kenny Railway for the purpose of carrying the night mails, have you any obser- 
vation to make r— Mr. Fletcher’s anxiety very naturally was to accommodate 
the towns in the locality with which he is more immediately connected, and 
perhaps as naturally to get the conveyance of the mails for his line, and there- 
fore he regarded lightly the convenience of the town of Wexford; but if we 
were to do what he suggested, we should have to dispatch the night mail from 
Wexford, which now leaves that town at 5.30 in the evening, at 3.45 
in the afternoon, and I may say, that if there were no other ground against 
it than that, such a plan is altogether out of the question. Wexford for many 
years has had a dispatch of its night mail, at any rate as late as 5.30 p.m., 
and it would be quite preposterous to take its mail away at 3.45, merely for 
the sake of enabling the Postmaster-general to use the cost of the Wexford 
night mail-coach towards paying for the train on the line of railway between 
Waterford and Kildare. J^resuming, therefore, that the Wexford night mail 
were maintained, there would only be a sum of 1,120^. towards paying for this 
night-mail train from Waterford to Kildare ; and the question, therefore, resolves 
itself into this, whether the company can afford to convey the mails over their 
line at any rate of payment similar to that, or nearly similar to that ? 

2845. That is 1,120^ ? — £. 1,120 ; the statement of Mr. Fletcher was, that 
this work could be done by them without increased, or considerably increased, 
expense to the Post-office. 

2846. Without 
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2846. Without putting on a night staff? — That he could do it without putting 
on a night staff, and that by so doing it would not cost the Post-office more than 
4t does at present, and therefore I am making my answer with reference to his 
-assertion. By such a train more inconvenience than convenience would be given, 
as I have shown with reference to Gowran and Goresbridge, and the sum of 
money would be so small, there being three railway companies concerned, that 
I imagine those railway companies could not entertain such a proposition. 

2847. Assuming that taking the night mail off from the Wexford and Gowran 
line is a serious objection, would there be any counterbalancing advantage with 
-reference to expediting letters on the other line ; how would it affect the pay- 
ment of those railways ? — That depends upon what hours might be selected ; 
Mr. Fletcher named certain hours, and those certain hours would give no advan- 
tage to any town at all, but would give, as I have shown, a certain disadvantage, 
I am taking it for granted that his arrangement as regards Wexford could not be 
.entertained for a moment ; the inconvenience that would be occasioned by it to 
Wexford, and to all the towns up from Wexford to Dublin, would be so great 
that I do not think the Postmaster-general could entertain it. 

2848. So that, according- to your view, the result of Mr. Fletcher’s plan would 
be a great disadvantage to the town of Wexford, and no counterbalancing advan- 
tage at all to the towns on the other line ? — Exactly so. 

2849. Supposing his plan to be carried out? — Supposing his plan to be car- 
jied out ; but I look on it as quite impossible that his plan could be carried out 
as regards Wexford. 

2850. One of the suggestions of Mr. Fletcher was, that the trains should 
leave Waterford at seven o’clock in the evening ? — I do not think he quite fixed 
that hour ; but I think seven was mentioned. 

2851. That would be earlier than it leaves now ? — It would be earlier than the 
present dispatch; I think he afterwards suggested it might be later than that ; 
in fact, the great object was to effect a dispatch from Waterford which would 
enable the company from Kilkenny to Carlow to run over their line not at a late 
hour at night. 

2852. With reference to the transmission of the post between Clonmel and 
Kilkenny, there was a statement made here by Mr. Wilson Kennedy, that a letter 
leaves Clonmel at half-past eight in the evening, goes toGoold’s Cross by a one- 
horse car, thence to Dublin by rail, down again, and is delivered at Kilkenny at 
12 o’clock the next day; the distance between Clonmel and Kilkenny being 31 
English miles ; is that correct ?— No ; the statement made by the witness has 
been repeated in the newspapers in Ireland. 

2853. In what respect is it incorrect? — The letter, instead of going up to 
Dublin and coming down from Dublin to Kilkenny, arrives at Kilkenny at a very 
early hour, and goes out for delivery at seven o’clock ; so that a letter posted at 
Clonmel, and leaving that town by the mail at 8.45 p.m. on Monday, is delivered 
in Kilkenny by the letter-carrier at 7 a.m. 

2854. By what route ? — By Thurles. 

2855. Chairman.'] As to Waterford ; the mail from Dublin arrives at about 
five o’clock ill the morning? — At 4.45 in the morning. 

2856. And the delivery commences when? — At seven. 

2857. And the correspondence from Limerick, Clonmel, and so on, comes in 
at a later hour ? — Yes. 

2858. And there is a second delivery in the morning ? — The letters so arriving 
•are so sent out by the second delivery. 

2859. ^ think you stated in your examination to-day that there was no incon- 
venience ill a second delivery to merchants, and that they rather desired it ? — 

I stated that second arrivals of mails were very much desired by merchants. 

2860. Second arrivals ; that is, the night and day arrivals, but not two morning 
arrivals, surely ? — Yes. 

2861. Take the present case; do you think it is more convenient for merchants 
to have their correspondence from Dublin delivered an hour before their corre- 
spondence from Cork and Limerick ?• — That depends upon which way you look at 
it. I think It is more convenient to merchants to have their Dublin letters 
delivered before their Cork letters, than to have them detained for their Cork 
letters ; but I think it would be also much more convenient to them to have their 
Cork letters delivered as early as their Dublin letters, if that could be done. If 
the arrival is necessarily a late arrival, merchants would sooner have those letters 
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■ A. Trollope, "Esci. wliicli can be delivered earlier, so delivered, than to have them detained and 
delivered with the second arrival. 

Z3 July 1855. 2862. The object of my question is of course to elicit an explanation of what 

your evidence is intended to convey ; I think you stated to-day that it was rather 
to be desired by merchants that there should be two arrivals and two deliveries 
of mails ? — I did not mean to say that merchants would not sooner have the 
identical letters which come in the afternoon brought to them in the morning ; 
if it were practicable, of course they would desire it ; of course if a merchant, or 
any person else, could get a letter which is now delivered by the day mail 
delivered to him in the morning, he would prefer it ; but he would prefer having 
the letter delivered by the second delivery by the day mail, to having it detained 
to the next morning delivery. 

2863. Let us confine ourselves to a case which actually does arise in Water- 
ford ; do you consider that a merchant would prefer having things as they are 
at present with regard to the arrival of the Dublin letters, and with regard to the 
Clonmel, Cork, and Limerick letters? — Certainly not. 

2864. Then they do desire to have the delivery of two mails at the same time? 
— They certainly desire to have their Cork letters delivered with their Dublin 
letters in the morning. 

2865. Do not you think that the delivery of the Clonmel, Limerick, and Cork 
mail at Waterford at the same time as the Dublin mail is quite practicable } — 
Quite practicable as regards the possibility of doing it ; but not practicable as 
regards the proposed expense of doing it. 

28t'6. Let us leave out the question of expense for one moment; it is quite 
practicable by the use of the railway to accomplish that object ? — -I do not think 
I can answer that question without reference to expense. 

2867. Surely you can answer as to the practicability of it ; could not you say 
it was possible ; suppose a railway company said, “ we will give you the use of 
the railway for nothing ” ; then the question of expense would not arise ? — 'In. 
that case of course we could do it. 

2868. Then there is a possibility of your doing tbis by the use of the rail- 
way r — Certainly there is, and we should do it if the company would carry it 
for nothing. 

2869. What time does the mail take going from Clonmel to Waterford by 
the present mode of conveyance ? — Three hours and 53 minutes. 

2870. Can you inform the Committee what time the railway takes to perforin 
the same journey ? — One hour and 15 minutes. 

2871. Then there are two hours and a half or more difference between the 
time occupied by the railway and by your postal conveyance r — Including the 
time that we should take in conveying mails from the stations to the post-office, 
there might be twm hours and ten minutes. 

2872. Those two hours and ten minutes would enable you to give an hour 
earlier arrival at Waterford, and an hour later dispatch from Clonmel, or two 
hours earlier arrival at Waterford, if it were necessary? — The alteration in the 
dispatch from Clonmel would not be of any consequence. 

2873. The fact is, is it not, that there would be two hours saving of time by 
the use of the railway from Clonmel to Waterford? — The journey would be 
done in two hours less time. 

2874. And by that means the arrival of the Clonmel mail could take place in 
Waterford so as to have the delivery at the same time with the Dublin mail r — 
Yes ; that same fact has been admitted and slated in evidence by me in answer 
to questions from the Committee already ; if a night-mail train from Limerick 
to Waterford were used, the . letters from Limerick, Cork, and Clonmel would 
reach Wateiford in time to be delivered together with the Dublin letters. 

287,'). Besides saving the second delivery in the morning at Waterford of 
those letters, it would accommodate the bye-post served from Waterford without 
occasioning the delay which occurs at present by keeping the Dublin correspon- 
dence waiting for the Cork, or dispatching the Dublin without the Cork?— .It 
would not so benefit one of the sub-offices under Waterford, wffiich receives the 
greatest number of letters; but it would so benefit most of the other sub-offices; 
it would not so benefit Tramoie, but it would so benefit Dunmore. 

2876. Why would not it benefit Tramore? — Because we are obliged to use 
trains at the hours at which they run for the passenger traffic. 

2877. Is there not a train that leaves earlier, so as to take out the Dublin 
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•correspondence to Tramore at present without waiting for the Cork? — I do not Trollope, Esq. 
think there is such a train through summer and winter. 

2878. Mr. Groga 7 i.'\ What is the present mail train from Waterford in the 
morning? — There is a train now running in the week daj'S at 6.45 a.m. 

2879. That could take the Dublin letters now? — It could do so ; I presume 
that train does not run through the whole year; I do not know how that is. 

What I mean to explain to the Committee is, that we should not have the power 
of altering the dispatch of the mails to Tramore as we have the power of altering 
the dispatch of the mails to Ounmore and Passage and other towns, because we 
must take the time of the trains as fixed by the company. 

2880. Chairman.'] What is the hour of the dispatch of the mails to Tramore? 

It appears to be 8.40 by the bills. 

2881. Do you personally know the hour at which the mail is dispatched from 
Waterford to Tramore? — 1 do not know beyond the statement of the time-table. 

•2882. With regard to the dispatch from Waterford to Clonmel, it is now at 
4.30, I believe ? — It is. 

2S83. Of course, that car takes the same time going to Clonmel as the car 
does coming from Clonmel to Waterford ? — Yes. 

2884. It arrives at the post-office at a quarter before nine? — It arrives at 
8.23 p.m. 

2885. And the delivery takes place at the post-office to those persons who go 
to the post-office at a quarter before nine ? — Yes. 

2886. And since the Committee commenced its sitting you have extended the 
time for the delivery at the post-office from 9 until 10? — Yes. 

2887. I suppose the Post-office considered that really there was a case made 
out against them upon that point ? — The rule in that case is, that all post-offices 
shall be kept open till 10 p.m. ; that is the general time or hour named, unless 
there be some peculiar reason w'hy the rule should be departed from ; and it is 
in accordance with that general rule that the order was given. 

2888. Mr. Grogan.] When was the rule made? — More than 10 years ago* 
more than 15, I should imagine. 

2889. Chairman.] Why was not it applied to Clonmel before now ? — I am not 
prepared to say why the office was not kept open immediately previous to this ; 
some time ago, I presume, there was no necessity for it. 

2890. Perhaps you are going back to the time of mail-coaches, before the rail- 
way ? — The hours of the mails have been altered very much in and out of Clonmel, 
from different circumstances ; it can be easily understood that when the departure 
from Clonmel of the night mail was earlier than it at present is, say at 7.45 
instead of 8.45, there would then have been time for such a delivery after the 
dispatch of the mail, and before nine. 

289]. You say the use of the railway would give you two hours more time 
for the dispatch at Waterford, or for the arrival at Clonmel ; would not that be 
a great accommodation to the public, whether it was effected either at Waterford 
or Clonmel, or at both places ; would it not, for example, be a great convenience 
to Waterford if the time of the dispatch of the Clonmel letters were later ? — 

No, it would not be a great convenience. 

2892. Why not? — -I can hardly say why it would not ; a dispatch at 6.40 instead 
of 4.40 of bye correspondence from such a town as Waterford is not a great 
advantage ; in the first place, the number of letters so to be dispatched is small ; 
and in the next place, business hours are for most purposes over. 

2893. I think you stated in your evidence, on a former day, that there was 
very great intercourse between Waterford and Clonmel? — I am prepared to 
state so. 

2894. The only time which they have at present, and the only mode they 
have at present for a direct postal communication between the two towns is this 
dispatch at 4.30 in the afternoon ? — It is. 

2895. Do not you think that a later dispatch, giving another hour or two for the 
correspondence, would be a great convenience ? — It all depends upon the mean- 
ing of the word “great;” if it could be done at a trifling expense, I should 
be prepared, if Waterford were my district, to recommend the Postmaster-general 
to do it ; if the expense was great, I should say I should not recommend it ; I do 
not think it would be a great advantage. 
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A. Trollope, Esq. 2896. If the merchants themselves at Waterford, and if the public of Water- 

ford, and the merchants and public at Clonmel, think otherwise, do not you' 

23 July 1855. think that their opinion, founded upon their knowledge of their own con- 
venience, ought to have great weight as against your own speculative opinion ? 
— I think their opinion should have some weight, but I do not think my own 
opinion is a speculative opinion. 

2897. Must it not be a speculative opinion, as compared with their practical* 
knowledge of their own convenience?—! think not; because my attention^ 
during almost all my life, has been peculiarly drawn to postal matters, and it 
has been my peculiar duty to do what I can to improve postal accommodation ; 
and therefore I think my own opinion as to what would improve the town is not 
a speculative opinion. 

2898. Do you mean to say that the merchants of Waterford do not understand 
their own business better than you can by possibility, without having the same 
practical knowledge of their business which they have themselves ? — If one 
man wanted to post a letter at six o’clock instead of five, he would probably, 
think that he received a great advantage by being able to do so ; but if the com- 
munity only looked at his want, they would think it was a very small advantage. 

2899. Is it the fact that there is only one individual in Clonmel, and only one 
individual in Waterford, to double the number you put ; if it were the case, as- 
you put it, that there was only one individual in Waterford, and one in Clonmel, 
who would he convenienced by this change, would there be memorials and 
deputations to the Lord Lieutenant and to the Postmaster-general upon the 
subject ? — There might be such deputations, if a company in which they were 
interested were to receive 6,000 /. for carrying that letter. 

2900. Do you desire to convey to the Committee the impression that all the 
efforts that have been making in Waterford and Clonmel for some time past,, 
have not been at all for the public convenience, but merely for the benefit of the 
railway ? — No, I do not wish to do that at all. 

2901. Do not you think your former answer would tend to leave that impres- 
sion upon the Committee ? — I hope it will not have that effect ; but I think it is 
very natural that men should have a bias in their minds, and that without any 
intention of misrepresentation upon a subject, and that they should be led to 
wish for one object, when their reason for wishing it is connected with another 
object. 

2902. Then I understand that if your former answer left that impression you 
wish to withdraw it ? — I do not wish to withdraw the words I used. 

2903. But your words I fear will convey that insinuation to the public? 

I certainly intended to make no insinuation against any one. 

2904. Did you get any official knowledge of those memorials which were sent, 
to the Post-office upon the subject? — I know there are such memorials. 

2905. Do you know the contents of those memorials ?— I cannot say that I 
know them verbally. 

2906. Are you aware that one of the facts stated in those memorials was this 
very complaint, that there was an early dispatch, which was found an inconvenient 
one r — Yes, I am aware of that. 

2907. Independent of the inconvenience which I assume there is to the public, 
from this early dispatch of the Clonmel mail from Waterford, is there not some 
inconvenience from that suffered by the bye-posts ? — There is. 

2908. Would not all those inconveniences be remedied by the use of the rail- 
way to Clonmel? — The bye-posts which now send letters to Cork, so that they 
arrive at that place by the day mail in the afternoon, would send those letters 
so that they should arrive in Cork for the first delivery in the morning. 

2909. That would be some convenience, of course? — It would be some con- 
venience. 

29 1 0. Now we will go to Clonmel ; by the present mode of conveyance there 
is a very early dispatch of the mail from Clonmel to Waterford ? — A very early 
dispatch ; so early that it is tantamount to a very late dispatch ; it is a night 
dispatch. 

2911. It might be as well at 10 o’clock at night ? — A dispatch at 10 o’clock 
at night would be perhaps not just as good, because at present a man posting a 
letter at 11 o’clock at night, in answer to one which he had received at nine, has 
a delivery of his letter the next morning in Waterford, and if the dispatch, were 
at 10 o’clock he could not so post the answer. 

2912. Even 
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2912. Even in that case he must go to the post-office to see if there is a letter 
for him ?• — He must go or send to the post-office window for that letter. 

2913. I think you have stated already with regard to a day-mail to Limerick, 
that an advantage would be derived by the use of the railway instead of the 
present conveyance by Goold’s Cross, with regard to Cahir, Clonmel and Tipperary? 
— Yes, I did; I stated that so much additional time would be gained by those 
towns. 

2914. Supposing the railway were used instead of the present mode of con- 
veyance from Waterford, could there not be a later dispatch from Waterford 
and an earlier delivery at Clonmel, so as to save the post-office from keeping 
open till 10 o’clock, and in fact to afford a delivery through the town? — If there 
were a despatch by railway at 5.80 in the evening from Waterford, those letters 
would reach Clonmel in time to be delivered by the carrier the same evening 
througli the town. 

2915. Would not that be a great convenience r — It would. 

2916. I think you stated in your former evidence also, that before the railways 
were opened there were two mails in the 24 hours passing between Waterford 
and Clonmel?— There were two mails in the 24 hours passing between Water- 
ford and Clonmel. 

2917. And now there is but one?- — And now there is but one. 

2918. And that, as it appears, at an inconvenient time of dispatch from 
Clonmel and from Waterford, and at an inconvenient time of delivery at both 
places ? — I would hardly say that ; but there is but one instead of two. 

2019. Have you any knowledge, except that which you have derived from 
hearing the witnesses here, as to the use of other modes of communication than 
the Post-office affords ; I mean by pai-cels, by railway and by car? — No, I have 
no knowledge of it other than what I have heard in the Committee in this pecu- 
liar locality ; but I am certain that some amount of communication of that kind 
takes place in all districts. 

2920. 1 think you stated that the Portlaw service was so well performed that 
it could not be possibly better ? — I think I said it was so well performed that the 
use of the railway could not improve it. 

2921. Then it can be improved without the use of the railway ; are we to 
understand that? — If we were to run a direct mail-coach into Portlaw from 
Mullinavat with the day mail, the mail-coach would go quicker than the foot 
messengers go, and we should improve it certainly. 

2922. Is there no other way of improving it than by a mail-coach? — Mr. 
Malcomson does not seem to like a mail-car ; I do not know of any other 
means. 

2923. Did he apply his dislike of the mail-car to that particular route? — 
I understood Mr. Malcomson to object to such mail-cars as are used in the 
South of Ireland. 

2924. Do not you think that the communication to Portlaw would be improved 
by the use of a one-horse car, that is supposing it were a good one, from Mul- 
linavat to Portlaw and to Garrick ? — It would. 

2925. Then it is possible to improve the communication without using a mail- 
coach ? — It is possible to improve the communication by using a mail-car for 
the day mail in the same way as we do for the night mail ; I should not be pre- 
pared to say that it was impossible to improve any communication in the whole 
kingdom. 

2926. Do not you think that your former answer conveyed the impression 
that Portlaw was so well served that it could not he possibly better served ? — 
The impression which I intended to convey was this, that Portlaw receiving a 
very small number of letters, and having been till lately served once a day by 
an inconvenient mail, had now two mails running to it at very convenient 
hours. 

2927. If your answer is that Portlaw is much better served than it was before, 
I do not think 1 need ask another question upon the subject ; but when you 
conveyed the impression that Portlaw was so well served that it could not be 
better seved, that induced me to ask the question ?— It is us well served as it 
could posibly be, taking into account the nature of the correspondence and the 
amount f its revenue. 

2928. Viscount Mo?icL] Do not you think that it is much better served than 
the majority of similar places in England, Ireland and Scotland ?— Much better 
served. 

0.62. A A 2929. Chairman.] 
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A. 'Trollope, Esq. '2929. Chairman.'] What is the class of foot messenger conveying the corre- 

spondence of Portlaw, Mullinavat and Carrick ? — I cannot say ; I thinfe it is 

23 July 1855. conveyed by a messenger appointed by Mr. Malcomson. 

2930. Is it any part of your duty to inspect those messengers or runnei-s ? — 
In my own district it is. 

2931. Who inspects them in Waterford? — If a man did not keep his time, it 
would be Mr. Kendrick’s duty to see that he was removed. I cannot say that 
Mr. Kendrick inspects the men. The postmaster of the town at which he lives 
should complain if he is late. 

2932. In fact you are not ahle to say as well as Mr. Kendrick could say, if he 
were here, how that postal service is performed? — I think I am as able as Mr. 
Kendrick would be, because if you were to ask me about any messenger in my 
own district, presuming that no complaint had reached me about him, I probably 
could not say what sort of man he was. hir. Malcomson made no complaint as 
to late arrival of the foot messenger. 

-933- Viscount Monck.] It is no part of the duty of the surveyor to see those 
messengers, unless some complaint is made as to want of punctuality? — As I 
have before stated, it is not. When we make periodical snrveys of towns we 
inquire into the competency of all the people employed. 

2934. Chairman.] Who has the appointment of those messengers ?— The Trea- 
sury has the appointment. 

2935. Then they are Government ofRcers? — Yes; they are appointed by 
Members of Parliament generally. 

2936. You never heard of any one of them being appointed by my inter- 
ference ? — I should not call it an interference ; when the Members do not make 
the appointments, the surveyors generally make them. 

2937. But you cannot say of your own knowledge that a Member made that 
particular appointment? — Certainly not. 

2938. For aught you know, in fact, this man might be an old woman? — I 
should not say that a man might he an old woman. 

2939. But this messenger that you speak of might be an old woman ; a sugges- 
tion of that sort has been made? — I think that was an allegorical statement. 

2940. You know so little about this matter of which you are giving evidence, 
that you cannot tell whether the foot messenger is a man or a woman, or a boy 
or a girl ? — I am certainly not able to state what the foot messenger is, but it is 
not from any want of knowledge of the district that I am not able to do so ; if 
it had been necessary to prove that, probably the best person to have summoned 
would have been the postmaster of Portlaw ; I should be sorry to induce the 
Committee to understand that I could give information as to the sex of all the 
people who carry bags in my own district; it would be impossible that I could 
do so, or that any person in my position could do so ; no complaint was made of 
late arrival at Portlaw ; 1 think Mr. Malcomson said, that at one time it was a 
boy, and that there was an old woman. 

2941. Mr. F. Scully.] Did not he write a letter to the Post-office authorities 
in Ireland, stating that he was anxious to get a car instead of a foot messenger ? 
— I dare say he did; but if Mr. Malcomson makes complaint of the unfitness of 
any foot messenger, I undertake to say that it would be attended to ; T do not 
mean to say the man should be changed, because it would be very hard if we 
were to change all the messengers upon a complaint being made of them, but 
an inquiry would be instituted into the circumstances. 

2942. Did not he make a complaint of time being lost? — I do not think he 
•made anv complaint of the time not being kept by the foot messenger; I have 
no doubt he complained of the messenger being a long time coming, and that a 
car would come quicker. It was not, however, a complaint made against the 
foot messenger, but as to the means of conveyance ; this man to whom Mr. 
Malcomson alludes only came from Fiddown. 

2943. Cha'irman.] He is in connexion with another man. who comes from. 
Mullinavat to Fiddown ? — Yes, he is allowed one hour coming from Fiddown to 
Portlaw. 

2944. The illustration of the letter Y, of which you spoke, will answer the 
purpose here ; there is a postal messenger leaves the station at Mullinavat and 
comes to Fiddown ? — Yes. 

2945. And he meets two messengers there to whom he gives- the bagSj one 

for 
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for Carrickj and one for' Porfilaw, just, making the letter Y we. were talking A- Trollope, Es<^. 
about? — Yes. 

2,946. Can you tell what is tbe time allowed by the Post-office for the per- 23 July 1855. 
forraance of that duty by the Mullinavat man ; what time is. he allowed to, bring 
those bags from Mullinavat to Fiddown ? — Two hours and 25 minutes. 

2947. What is the distance? — I believe the distance to be 8| miles, but ido 
not speak positively. 

2948. From Fiddown to Portlaw’, what is allowed ? — One hour. 

2949. Then three hours and 25 minutes is allowed for the whole distance ? — 

Three hours and 25 minutes is allowed ; there has been a change lately ; it did 
come by Dunkit very lately ; it now comes from Mullinavat.. I believe I have 
given the- hours correctly., 

2950. Do you suppose they keep that time the whole year through ? — I do. 

2-951. The whole year, summer and winter? — The whole year, summer and 

winter ; the Irish messengers keep their time very accurately. I do not mean to 
say he has never been late any one day, but as a rule 1 believe the time is very 
correct. 

2952. You left the impression upon my mind (I do no-t know whether you did 
upon the minds of other Members of the Committee) that the Post-office waited 
until they received a complaint before they looked into any service that was per- 
formed, however incorrectly,, by the Post-office servants?.— If I left such an im- 
p-ression I made a great mistake. We have a time-bill made out of every mail- 
car daily, which comes to. the surveyor every week; every day’s time-bill is 
checked by the surveyor’s assistant, and therefore we check the arrivals and 
departures of all mail-cars daily; and there is. also a time-bill kept of every 
runner’s or messenger’s work, which is checked by the postmaster,, and in tbe 
event of there being delay and irregularity, then that is referred to the surveyor ; 
the surveyor does not see the time-bills as to the bags carried by the foot mes- 
sengers unless there be irregularity.. 

2953. Mr. Liddell.'] Does the local postmaster keep the time-bills of those 
various messengers? — Of the foot messengers the local postmaster keeps the 
time-bill. 

2954. Mr. F. Scully-^ In this case was the messenger the son of the local 
postmaster ? — No ; that was the man who carried the bag from Kilmacthomas. 

2955. Chairman.'] I allude not only to the service by foot messengers, but to 
the service generally, as to inconvenience felt by the public from the Post-office 
arrangements generally r — If you will refer to any particular kind of incon- 
venience, I can answer ; with reference to late arrivals of mails, I have stated that 
we have time-bills every day. 

2956. You say you do not wait for complaints from the public to remedy any 
inconvenience ? — No. 

2057. Ihen as to tbe hours of dispatch and delivery, do you wait for repre- 
sentations from the public as to the inconvenience of those hours, before you 
attend to the matter ? — No ; what we do is this : when any circumstance occurs 
to alter the hours of the post, such as the opening of a line of railway, say from 
Dublin to Maryborough, the surveyor, before the measure is carried out, has to 
consider all the circumstances of the case, and to report to the Postmaster- 
general what steps can be best taken for the accommodation of the public; he 
uses his best discretion, and if the proposed expense be not too high, the Post- 
master-general sanctions it, and then the measure is carried out. 

2958. How long was the inconvenience of having but a quarter of an hour 
for the delivery of Waterford letters at Clonmel, and that at the post-office 
window only, in existence, before the Post-office became aware of it ? — Some 
considerable time ; two years perhaps. 

2959. And they became aware of it only by means of the statements made 
before this Committee ? — Yes ; • I am not prepared to say that the Post-office is 
infallible, and that inconvenience cannot occur to the public in any instance 
which the Post-office does not of itself remedy ; 1 only speak to what the prac- 
tice is. 

29.60. In tliis particular case, where the inconvenience existed for so long a 
time, and in vi'hich they have now given five times the amount of time the public 
had before,, it did not come to the knowledge of the Post-office, until their atten- 
tion was awakened to it by the evidence before this Committee? — So far from 

0.62. AA2 there 
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JI-; Trollope, Esq. there being any previous complaint of it, a complaint has been made to me by a 

gentleman, since the Committee sat, of the alteration which has now been made ; 

23 July 1855. he has expressed to me his great regret that we should have made the change. 

2961. Mr. F. Scully. 1 On what ground? — I believe he grounded it upon the 
fact that it would cause trouble to the persons employed in the Post-office. 

2962. Did he give it as his opinion, that it would be beneficial to the per- 
sons in the town ? — He expressed to me his great regret that we had done it ; 
that was Mr. Wilson Kennedy. 

2963. Are any records kept in the post-offices in Ireland as to the arrangements 
of the postmasters in their several offices ? — There is such a record kept in large 
towns ; in Clonmel such a record is kept. 

2964. Mr. Grogan.'] Does that answer of yours apply to all the post towns? 
— No ; it depends upon the nature of the town, and upon the number of persons 
employed ; if there is a regular staif of postmaster and clerks, such a record 
is kept. 

2965. Chairman.] Had this quarter-of-an-hour grievance at Clonmel been 
made a subject of complaint, by memorial, before this Committee sat? — No. 

2966. You did not see the memorials that were presented to the Postmaster- 
general, and to the Lord Lieutenant, by the people of Clonmel and Waterford ? 
— I do not think that any complaint was made, even in those memorials, of the 
fact that only 15 minutes were allowed; but I do not speak with certainty. 

2967. I am sorry to be obliged upon that subject to say that you have no 
knowledge of the memorial? — Ido not pretend to have a knowledge of the memorial. 

2968. Then you cannot state whether this matter has been already complained 
of to the Post-office by memorial ? — Inquiry has been made at the Post-office 
whether such complaint existed, and we have found no trace of such com- 
plaint, and therefore we say it has not been made, but I have never read that 
memorial. 

2969. Mr. Grogan.] Then how could you say that you do not think the 
particular point we are now inquiring into was contained in it ?— Because I made 
inquiry, and I could find no trace of such complaint ; if the point had been 
brought forward I should probably have heard of it. 

2970. You are not aware of the details of the memorials ? — I am not aware 
verbally of the details of the memorials. 

2971. Are you aware of the purport of them generally ? — I should be sorry to 
state in evidence that I am aware of the details ; I am aware of the general 
facts. 

2972. If you are not aware of it, how can you give an answer to a matter of 
detail r — I can give an answer to the general effect. 

2973. Mow can you give an answer to a matter of detail contained in a 
memorial as to the purport or details of which you profess ignorance? — I do not 
profess to give such an answer. 

2974. If I understand your former answer, you have said in reference to the 
particular complaint as to its being kept open only a quarter of an hour, you did 
not believe it was in the memorial? — I did say so. 

2975. How can you give such an answer with reference to a matter of detail 
being or not being contained in a memorial upon the details of which you pro- 
fess an entire ignorance ? — Because I made an inquiry as to whether any such 
complaint had been made to the Post-office, and though I do not mean to say it 
is a positive fact that no such complaint has been made, I cannot ascertain that 
there was any trace of such complaint, and therefore I say to the best of my 
belief I do not think such complaint has been made in the memorial. 

2976. Mr. F. Scully!] With respect to these memorials, before whom are they 
laid? — If it was a memorial merely as to the arrival and delay in Clonmel, 
it would be immediately referred to the surveyor. 

2977. If it was made to the Postmaster-general, to whom would it be referred 
for investigation ? — It would probably go the surveyor, but that would depend upon 
the circumstances connected with it ; it might not be necessary to send it to the 
surveyor at all. 

2978. Mr. Grogan.] Was it of their surveyor or the local postmaster that 
you made inquiry as to the memorial r — I did not make inquiry as to the purport 
of the memorial at all. 

2979. I understood you to say, in an answer which you gave a short time ago 
as to the quarter-of-an-hour, that though you had not yourself seen the memorial 

and 
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and were ignorant of its details, still you had made inquiry at the Post-office, and 
that, in consequence of the answer you had received, you did not think that 
particular grievance was alluded to in the memorial ; from whom did you make 
the inquiry which led you to form that opinion?— I should explain to the Com- 
mittee, that I do not know even what memorial they are alluding to. t did not 
intend to say to the Committee that I had inquired into the contents of any 
memorial ; though I am aware that memorials have been sent from Clonmel and 
from different parts of the South of Ireland for greater postal accommodation, I 
am not aware of any express memorial. 

2980. Then to what did you refer in your answers ? — I referred to the fact, 
that inquiries were made at the Post-office as to whether there were any traces of 
•complaints. 

2981. Of this particular fact ? — Of this particular fact. 

2982. From whom at the Post-office were the inquiries made ? — We searched 
for papers upon the subject. 

2983. Where? — In London, and I also wrote to the Secretary’s office in 
Dublin for information upon the subject. 

2984. The answer you got from Dublin went only to this, that there was no 
evidence of such complaint ? — I got an answer from Dublin, to say that there 
was no record there of any complaint having been made upon the subject, and I 
learnt that no trace of any complaint upon the subject was to be found in Lon- 
■don ; but in making my inquiry 1 made no allusion to any memorial. 

2985. Viscount J/owc/c.] There is no allusion to that particular point in the 
memorial? — I am aware that if a memorial contained such a point as that, the 
.point would have been referred to separately from the rest of the gist of the 
memorial. Perhaps you will allow the fact to appear in the evidence, that that 
point is not referred to in the memorial, because otherwise it will be collected from 
the evidence that it is in the memorial. 

2986. I have not yet seen any memorial in which it is made a ground of com- 
plaint ? — I think it should appear in the evidence that there is no ground for 
saying that the Post-office has neglected such a ground of complaint. 

2987. I understood the last answer which you made to Mr. Grogan to be to 
this effect, that in the Post-office records are kept of all complaints from the 
■several districts with regard to postal arrangements ? — A register is kept of all 
papers, complaints, and other things. 

2988. In that register you have yourself searched for this particular 
grievance of a quarter-of-an-hour being too short a time for the delivery at the 
post-office in Clonmel? — Yes. 

2989. And you have found no trace of such complaint having been made? — 
I have found no trace of such complaint having been made ; and upon reference 
to the Dublin office I was informed by letter from thence that no such complaints 
•can be found on record there. 

2990. Mr. F. SctcUy.'} You have not seen the memorials yourself? — I have 
■not. 

2991. To whom would the memorials he referred? — That depends upon what 
is in the memorial. 

2992. Do all the memorials go over to the Post-office authorities in England? 
—If any complaint was made as to non-delivery at any town, it would go imme- 
■diately to the surveyor ; but if a memorial was presented to the Postmaster- 
general, praying him to use a certain railway at a certain expense, it might not 
-go to the surveyor. 

2 . 993 ' Have you seen a memorial complaining that the arrival of the mail in 
Clonmel is so late in the evening, that there can be no delivery till the next 
<morning ? — No. 

2994. To whom would a memorial of that kind be referred inlreland?— I am not 
aware that there is any such memorial ; if there be any such memorial, it would 
the referred to the surveyor of the district, and the ground of complaint, I have 
no doubt, would be remedied. 

2995* Was any memorial forwarded to Lord Canning a few months ago? 
— -I cannot deny that such a complaint has been made. I merely state the facts 
within my knowledge. 

2996. C/miVniaw.] This inconvenience has existed for a long time, according 
to your own statement, and the Post-office took no trouble to remedy the incon- 
venience till after this Committee sat ; and then the mode in which they remedied 
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the inconvenience -was to extend the time from a quarter of an hour to an hour 
and a quarter? — Exactly. 

2p97. Of course you are not accountable for their not having taken any notice- 
of the memorials, and not having referred them to you. Now, with regard to- 
the 900 1 . revenue which you say is obtained from letters which would come by 
the day mail as proposed, does that include the letters coming and going? — As- 
to the day mailf rora Dublin, it only includes the letters coming to Cahir, Clonmel, 
Carrick and Pilltown. 

2998. Not the letters going back by the return day mail?— Not the letters' 
going back by the return day mail. With regard to the other letters, such as 
the letters from Cork to Waterford, or from Waterford to Cork, it includes both. 

2999. But it does not include return letters from Clonmel ?— No ; our habit is- 
only to take the letters one way, because otherwise we should count the letters 
twice over. 

3000. When you state the cost of 1,022 I, is that the cost both ways, both 
going and coming ? — That is the whole cost. 

.3001. Both the cost of the mail going to "Waterford and coming from Water- 
ford r — The whole cost of the mail going both ways. 

3002. But you only take into account half the correspondence ?— -Ihave taken, 
into account a great deal more than half the correspondence. 

3003. Not the correspondence both ways ?— All the correspondence both in 
and out of Limerick that would be benefited. 

3004. From Clonmel tn Waterford, or from Waterford to Clonmel ?— Yes ; 
I have taken into consideration all the letters which would be benefited from. 
Clonmel to Waterford and from Waterford to Clonmel both ways. 

3005. I thought you stated just now that it was not your practice to take into 
account more than the one receipt of letters ? — We have taken into consideration 
all letters which would gain both ways, that is, which would gain an entirely 
new circulation, but we have not taken into consideration those letters which 
would only gain an hour’s increase of acceleration both ways ; those which 
would gain an entire new dav circulation we have taken in both ways. 

300b. How do you make out that 900/. revenue?— We have taken letters, 
going by the day mail from Dublin, and other places, to Cahir, Clonmel, 
Carrick and Pilltown, which are all towns which would receive an accelerated 
mail ; then we have taken into consideration all letters from Cork, irom Mallow, 
from Buttevant, from Charleville, from Kilmallock, from Tipperary, from Cahir,. 
from Clonmel, from Carrick-on-Suir, from Waterford, from PaUas Green, from 
Limerick, from Thomastown, from Kilkenny, from Atby, from (^arlow, and from 
Boss, which would be accelerated by the use of the proposed day-mail train. I have, 
taken all the letters which could fall into such a circulation going in both directions ; 
I have taken cdl letters posted, for instance, from Clonmel for the town of Water- 
ford, for the town of Limerick, and for the town of Cork ; I have taken them 
both ways going from Clonmel ; then I have taken those going from Waterford 
to Clonmel and Limerick ; and therefore of course, if I have taken them from 
Clonmel to Waterford, and from Waterford to Clonmel, I have taken them both 

^^3007 I understood you to say that the 900 I included only the amount of 
correspondence going one way, and not the return correspondence going the 
other way ?— 1 think I said, or intended to say, that it included all the corre- 
spondence going by the Dublin day mail in one way only for the towns of Cahir, 
Clonmel, Carrick and Pilltown. , , , , .... 

3008. Mr. F. Scully.] Would Tipperary be benefited?— It wou.d be benehted 
only half an hour, and that amount of benefit would in point of fact be nothing 

Then that 900/, actually includes the whole of the corre- 
spmidence going to and from all those places?— It includes the correspondence, 
goino- to and from all those towns which f have named, the correspondence cir- 
culating between each other; but it does not include the correspondence going 

to Dublin. , i 

3010. With reference to the cost of 1,022/., what number of miles do you 
make out Mr. Page will give evidence as to the cost of the railways, that 
being under his control ; 9d. a mile, is the cost for the distance from Umerioh 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 191 

to Waterford, deducting the present sum which is paid between the junction and Trollope, Esa. 
Limerick, which I believe is Is. a mile. 

3011. I think you said in your evidence that some one had stated to the Com- 23 July 1855. 
Tnittee that there was an improper contract from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, last 

winter r — I said there was no such improper contract last winter ; I said I con- 
-ceived that an erroneous statement had been made to the effect that there was 
such a contract last winter, but the contractor to whom allusion was made, held 
his contract only from the 21 st of February 1853 to the 5 th of October I 853 -. . 

3012. Who made that statement, that there was an improper contract from 
•Goold’s Cross to Clonmel ? — I think it was made before the Committee. 

3013. You cannot say who made it ?— I think Mr. Scully stated it as his 
•opinion that it was so last winter. 

3014. I ask this question, because as I understood the answer which you 
gave to the question, there would be an impression left upon the minds of *the 
Committee and upon the minds' of the public, that it was alleged by some one 
in evidence here, that there was an improper contract from Goold’s Cross to 
-Clonmel last winter ; whereas, as far as I can remember, I do not think there 
W'as any such statement made? — It was certainly said that the two accidents 
alluded to, and by the effect of both of which the mails were left either upon 
the road or in a field, occurred within the last 18 months; that was certainly 
^stated before the Committee. It appears that of the two accidents referred to, 
neither occurred within the last 18 months. I think it was also stated that the 
mails were very irregular last winter, and it was conceived that those two 

. accidents were a part of that irregularity ; I think if the evidence he read, it 
will be found that that is the inference to be drawn. Mr. Bianconi was the 
•contractor for both cars for the last -winter ; a man of the name of Corcoran 
was the contractor from the 21 st of February 1853 to the 5 th of October 1853 , 
and although at the time of the change, his tender for the service was the 
•lowest, he was not allowed to continue the contract, because of those accidents 
to -^vliich reference has been made. 

3015. Without at all throwing any blame upon the contractor, the impression, 
as I take it, of the evidence was this : that there was an unsuitable mode of con- 
veyance for such a length of way used by die Post-office, and that though the 
•contractor might have done the best he could 'wdth the sort of conveyance he 
was hound to give, yet the public were inconvenienced by the Post-office making 
a contract with any contractor for such a mode of conveyance? — ^That was not 
the impression left upon my mind ; and if that impression was left upon the 
mind of the Committee, I think I may remove the impression so left upon their 
minds ; because this contractor, who unfortunately held the contract for those 
seven months, was very irregular, and the contractor who held the contract 
before, namely, Mr. Bianconi, was not irregular, and the same contractor who 
has held the contract since has not been irregular since. 

3016. Mr. F. 8cully.'\ But as to the irregularity ; you have given no evidence 
as to whether the contractor was irregular or not last winter ? — I can find no 
record of such irregularity existing, but I immediatfely found a record of those 
two instances referred to ; v.'e found all the papers concerning it, that an inquiry 
had been made, and that the matter had been gone into at very great length in 
both instances. 

3017. Are there any records of complaints of the time of arrival of the mail- 
•car in Clonmel for the last 12 months ? — I cannot find any ; but if no complaint 
is made of any irregularity, and if the officers of the Post-office are not aware 
'of any such irregularity, it may be supposed that none such exist. 

3018. Chairman.l You stated in your evidence on a former day, that if one 
irregularity occurred you were sure to hear of it ; but if there was a uniform 
irregularity it was passed over as a matter of course, and there was no complaint 
-made of it ? — N 0 ; I think hardly that. I said it would sometimes occur that a 
continued irregularity existing, as the normal condition of tlie mail-car, would 
■not he complained of by the public, and that a regular car which might happen 
to be late upon one particular day, might become the subject of complaint ; but 
I did not say that such things always happen ; I say that such circumstances 
may occur, and do occasionally occur. 

3019. There is no record, or, at least, you have no record to which you can 

•refer, showing •whether in this particular case, with regard to the car from 
■Goold’s Cross to Clonmel, the arrival is regular or not ? — It may be possible that 
' 'O.62. , AA4 such 
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such a return can be given by the postmaster of Clonmel, but I cannot say that 
he can do so. 

3020. Suppose it was late half an hour every day for half a year, that is passed 
by by the Post-office unless complaint is made by the public to the Post-office 
authorities r— Certainly not ; I have stated before that that cannot be the case, 
because the time-bills of every car are examined from week to week ; in point of 
fact, if a car were half an hour late, the time-bill would be sent by the next 
post to the surveyor. 

3021. Then there is a record of those delays kept? — Those time-bills are 
not kept except where the cars are always irregular ; if a car is regular the time- 
bill is not kept. 

3022. Suppose there was irregularity in this case, nevertheless you cannot 
tell whether there was or not ?— 1 think there is very strong evidence that there 
was not irregularity ; if there had been irregularity there would have been com- 
plaints ; the non-existence of complaints would seem to prove that there has 
been no irregularity. 

3023. But has there been any record kept to show that there have been those 
irregularities, or that there have not ? — ;If there had been irregularities there 
would be a record. It is possible that an accurate return may be made j I should 
not like to promise it of the arrival of all the mails at Clonmel. 

3024. Can you tell whether there is a record or not ? — A record could cer- 
tainly be given of such irregularity if any evil had resulted to Clonmel from 
such irregularity, because the hours of dispatch of the letter-carriers at 
Clonmel, from day to day, are stated, and if the arrival was so late as to prevent 
the dispatch of the letter-carriers at the regular hour, that can be stated, because 
the time of the dispatch of the letter-carriers every day is stated in a book. 

3025. Can you state whether there have been irregularities in the arrival of 
the cars there, or not ? — I cannot. 

3026. Not from any records in the post-office? — No. In looking at the 
documents in the post-office I find a record of those accidents stated by Mr. 
Kennedy, but none others ; those two accidents, in one of which the driver was 
drunk, and in the other of which the driver seems to have been physically unfit 
for his 'work, and to have gone to sleep. 

3027. Mr. F. Scully. Are you quite positive that no accident of a similar 
nature has occurred since that time in the last twelve months ? — No, I cannot 
say that 1 am positive that no accident has occurred ; I dare say delay occurred 
during the snow. 

3028. That the bags were left in the road, or anything similar to what 
Mr. Kennedy stated in his evidence? — I think I may state, that no accident of 
that description has occurred at all within the last 18 months ; I do not positively 
state that. The peculiar circumstances alluded to by Mr. Kennedy^ are detailed 
so particularly in the papers in the post-office, that I am quite sure those were 
the accidents to which Mr. Kennedy referred. 

3029. Chairman.'] Are the Committee to understand from your having no 
knowledge upon the subject, and from there being no record kept, that the 
Goold’s Cross car has been to time every day for a whole year past ? — I can only 
state my belief that they have kept their time fairly, I cannot state of my own 
knowledge that they have done so. 

3030. And that there has been no delay of any kind during the whole year? 
— I should be very sorry to say that ; I am sure that the snow gave cause for 
delay. 

3031. In fact you do not know of your own knowledge anything at all about 
the matter? — Yes, I do. 

3032. What do you know ? — I know that there are no records of any delay. 

3033. Mr. F. Scully.] Mr. Wilson Kennedy, in question 1273 , was asked by 
the Chairman, “ Is it any loss to people to have their letters and money delayed 
for 24 hours ? — I do not think that it is any advantage, especially with people 
who have banking transactions ; it is not a very satisfactory thing I think. 
Although during the snow the whole of the trains arrived regularly, yet for three 
or four days there was no communication by that one-horse car, and I know on 
one or two of those days the mails were in a cabin on the side of the road for 24 
hours.” I wish to know whether there was any record of that kept at the post- 
office in Dublin ? — I cannot say what delay may have taken place during the 
snow ; I have no doubt there are records of it. 

3034. Could 
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3034* Could we have those records by a return moved tor in the House of 
Commons? — ^Yes, I imagine so, if the Committee choose to ask for a return 
of any such delay as that during the snow. 

303.5* Giving the arrivals of the mails in Clonmel for the period, including 
the snow, and before and after ? — I can only say, if the Committee will ask me 
for it, I will do my best to furnish it as correctly as I can, taking the last 
12 months. 

3036. Chairman.'] I think Mr. Hill stated that upon one occasion during the 
last winter the mail by the Waterford and Limerick Railway was late, owing to 
the snow r — There was one occasion on which, so I have been informed, and 
I have made particular inquiry upon the subject, the day mail, which is con- 
veyed the whole way by railway, did not go into Limerick at all ; and there was 
no occasion during the winter on which the night mail, which is conveyed to 
Limerick by coach from the junction, did not go into Limerick at all. 

3037. You were able to discover one lapse during the winter by the railway, 
but you could not discover whether there was one lapse in the mail from Goold’s 
Cross during the same time ? — I'hat is not a fair inference, because I am ready 
to admit that the mail-cars were more impeded than the railways were. I have 
never said anything to the contrary. 

3038. You are able to furnish the only one instance which occurred of a lapse 
on the part of the railway, but are not able to furnish any one instance of a 
lapse upon the part of the car ? — So far as the Limerick car is concerned I furnish 
the information as I have it, but I admit it is notorious that the mail-cars over 
Ireland were impeded by the snow. 

3 *^ 39 *^ search to find out if the railway was at fault, but not Vr’liether the 
car was i — It being the line of evidence of those witnesses who were summoned 
by the Committee to prove that the mail-cars were impeded by the snow, it 
becomes equally our line of evidence to show that the mail by railway was 
impeded by the snow. 

3040. You found out that the mail was in fault on one occasion? — I have 
found that on other occasions the railway between Mallow and Cork was blocked 
up by the snow. 

3041 . I am speaking of the Waterford and Limerick Railway. You have made 
out this one case of the railway, but you cannot make out a case at all as against 
the car ? — I do not deny a case against the cai-. 

3042. How many cases? — I am not prepared to say; very probably there 
may be some, but 1 doubt whether there was any case in which the night mail 
did not get into Clonmel at all. 

3043. Have you examined into that at all ? — No, I have not. 

3044. But you have examined into the other?— I merely made inquiry. 

3045. You inquired about the railway, but j-^ou did not inquire about the car? 
— I think you are wrong in that ; I made inquiry as to Limerick, both as to 
the mails which arrive by the coach and by railway; the night mail arrives by 
coach and the day mail by railway, and therefore the town of Limerick became a 
fit town for making inquiiy upon that subject, having one mail one way and one 
mail the other: that was the reason why particular inquiry was made with 
reference to Limerick. 

3046. I think it is pretty clear that you inquired whether the railway was in 
fault, and you found it was on one occasion, and you did not then inquire, or 
did not discover that the car from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel was in fault at all ? — 
I cannot admit that ; the fact being, that Limerick receives two mails daily, one 
by railway and one by coach; I inquired as to the comparative regularity of 
those mails into Limerick ; and I found that the one by the coach reached 
Limerick every day, and that the mails which arrived by the train failed to 
reach on one day. 

3047. Did you extend that inquiry to the mails to Goold’s Cross ? — No. 

3048. Then you did not make inquiry as regards the car from Goold’s Cross 
to Clonmel ? — No ; I made no inquiry as to the amount of delay. 

3049. Viscount Monck.] Because there was not the same means of comparison 
between the railway and the car there ? — Exactly. 

3050. Mr. Grogan.] There would be no difficulty in instituting the inquiry? — 
I imagine there can be no difficulty in giving the Committee a return showing 
how far the mails into Clonmel were delayed by the snow. 

3051. Cfiairman.] Why were there not the same means of making an inquiry 
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into this car as in the other case ?— I have not said that there were not the same 
means. 

3052. Have you not the same means of inquiry as to Goold’sCross as you have 
with respect to Limerick? — We have the same means of inquiry; whether the 
same means of satisfying that inquiry exist or not I am not quite prepared to 
say ; the Limerick time-bills are all what we call mail-coach time-bills, and are 
longer preserved than the mail-car time-bills. 

3053. Must not inquiry precede comparison always ? — I have made no com- 
parison between Clonmel and Limerick ; I only wish to give the Committee, as 
far as I am able, a comparison of the effect of coach communication and railway 
communication into a town which receives both. 

3054. Mr. F. Scully.'\ Are you aware of any stoppage on the Limerick and 
Waterford Railway from the junction to Clonmel ? — No. 

3055. Did you discover any delays r — I have not discovered any. 

3056. Are you aware whether there was any interruption? — I have no know- 
ledge upon the subject. 

3057. Mr. Groga 7 i.‘\ It has been stated in evidence here that the mails from 
Dublin to Clonmel were for several days unable to get to their destination, and 
were preserved in some cabin, would such a matter as the non-arrival of the 
mails at Clonmel be reported to the post-office? — Certainly. 

3058. And, I presume, would be the subject of special consideration by the 
inspector? — Certainly, during the snow the inspectors’ time was probably taken 
up in remedying such evils as far as they could. 

3059. Would letters and papers concerning that transaction be preserved for 
any greater length of time in the Post-office than the ordinary time-bills ? — I 
am not aware that the time-bills would be preserved ; but papers connected with 
the subject w^ould be preserved. 

3060. Consequently, is there any difficulty is ascertaining the fact? — I cannot 
say what record there may be. If the surveyor, as might be very likely the 
case, happened to be at Clonmel at the time, there would be no such record; 
he would take all necessary steps to remedy the evil, and there would be no record 
kept of it. 

3061. You have informed us that the circumstances attending the two acci- 
dents, as the word has been used, meaning thereby the loss of the mail in one 
instance, and the mail coming in, in the second, without the driver, were 
investigated by the inspector, and that the circumstances were easily accessible 
the moment you made inquiry? — Immediately. 

3062. Was that inquiry instituted at the time in consequence of the time- 
bills, or of complaints of the parties, do you know?— It w'as instituted upon a 
quicker cause than either. Complaint was immediately made to the surveyor 
by the postmaster himself. Both the postmaster of Cashel and the postmaster 
of Clonmel wrote to the surveyor upon the subject. 

3063. Then there can be no doubt that those gentlemen must have written to 
the surveyor on the non-arrival of the post by reason of the snow? — Delays in 
consequence of snow are different from delays in consequence of fault. No 
doubt if the surveyor was not there, (I do not mean to say that he was,) a letter 
would be written to him on each day that the mail was late ; but a great many 
such letters are written during the snow; of course the snow is not anybody’s 
fault, and those letters would not, as a matter of course, be kept. In point of 
fact, I last winter received a great many such letters, but I did not refer them to 
the Postmaster-general, nor did i keep them; when the snow was over they 
were destroyed; we did what we could to remedy the inconvenience, and then 
destroyed the letters, wliich became very bulky. 

3064. Do you consider that no effort on the part of the contractor to carry the 
mails during the snow should be made, on the ground that he is not liable to it 
by his contract, and that his non-attempt to do it is no person’s fault ?— In some 
cases it is utterly impossible for the contractor to do anything ; in other cases 
the contractor may do a good deal, and does do a good deal ; and, no doubt, in 
some cases the contractor could do more than he does do, and does do very 
little, and it is doubtful whether we could enforce upon the contractor any 
penalty for not carrying the mails through a road which might be said to he 
fairly blocked up by the snow ; he contracts to carry the mails under certain 
circumstances, and the' circumstances being altogether changed, a question may 
arise. This would be a question for the solicitor. 

3065. Chairman.'l 
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3065. Chairman?^ Does not tins afford an argument for the use of railways ? — 
It may form one of the arguments which maybe adduced for using railways 
instead of one-horse cars ; there are many arguments. 

3066. Would it be an improvement if, instead of one-horse cars, there were 
two-horse cars in a long road, such as that, especially in winter ? — It would. 

3067. They would overcome difficulties which one-horse cars could not over- 
come ?— They would travel faster. 

3068. I think you said that some one had stated in evidence that there was a 
sparing- use of railway accommodation in the south of Ireland r — Yes. 

3069. Who made use of that expression ?■ — I do not remember who used that 
expression. 

3070. From your evidence to-day, there was an impression left upon my mind 
that some one wanted the Waterford and Limerick Railway to be used, and the 
Great Southern and Western not to be used. I wish to know, if that be so, 
who made that statement ? — Nobody ; it was stated by one of the witnesses that 
an unfair advantage had been given to the railway company on the line from 
Dublin to Cork, and that a large sum was paid to them, whereas half that sum 
was refused to the company running from Waterford to Limerick. What I 
wanted to explain was this, that the towns in question, Waterford, we will say, 
and Clonmel, positively received more advantage from the use of the line from 
Dublin to Cork, than they would do if the line from Limerick to Waterford were 
used, and the line from Dublin to Cork were not used. I mean to say, that in 
the use of that line, in preference to the other line, their convenience has been 
consulted as much as the convenience of Cork has been consulted. 

3071. I am not aware that any one attempted to prove in evidence here that it 
would be an advantage to use the Waterford and Limerick Railway instead of 
using the Great Southern and Western?— It was attempted to prove the 
advantage in this way, that if we paid a less sum to the Great Southern and 
Western line it would enable us to use the Waterford and Limerick line ; it was 
said that that railway was very unfairly treated. 

3072. I think you stated on a former day that the use of railways has been of 
most important service in Ireland ? — ^Yes. 

3073; If railways were used entirely, would not the service be greater ? — Yes. 

3074. You stated in answer to some questions put by Mr. Wilson with regard 
to the evidence of the coroner for Waterford, that he might get his letters sooner 
at his office in Waterford than at Tramore ? — Yes. 

3075. Did not it come out in his evidence that he was the coroner for the 
county of Waterford ? — Yes. 

3076. And that Tramoi-e was his official residence as the coroner for the 
county? — It came out that Tramore was his residence. 

3077. His official residence as coroner for the county of Waterford i — I am 
not aware of that ; it may be his official residence. 

3078. Are you aware that the city of Waterford is not in the county of 
Waterford? — lam. 

3079. And that the coroner for the county of Waterford, residing in Water- 
ford, would not be residing in his district ? — I am aware that the gentleman, 
stated that he thought he could reside in Waterford. 

3080. You stated the time at which a letter may be dispatched from Kilmeaden 
to Waterford ? — Yes. 

3081. What time was that? — Aletter maybe posted at Kilmeaden at 9-45 a.m. 

3082. When is that delivered in Waterford ? — It arrives in Waterford at 11 . 5 , 
and is delivered at about half-past two in the afternoon. 

3083. When does the mail go out from Waterford to Kilmeaden ? — At two. 

3084. Then how could an answer to a letter not delivered till half-past two go 
at two o’clock ? — I was speaking of the correspondence which the gentleman who 
gave the evidence had with Kilmeaden, and he expressly stated that he sent to 
the office for his letters. By sending to the office for his letters he could get 
them, and answer them with great facility. 

308.5. You stated that he could do so ? — I did. 

3o!;' 6. By sending to the office ? — Yes. 

3087. Could he do that if he did not keep a box there ?— Yes. 

3088. Are you quite sure that is the practice ? — Quite sure. 

3089. Does everybody go to the office to look if there is a letter for him . 
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4. Trollope, Esq. No, everybody does not ; but the gentleman in question said he was in the habit 
; of getting his letters from the office. 

?3 July 1855. 3090. What time would he have to answer a letter coming from Kilmeaden to 

Waterford, supposing he sent? — He might get his letter at half-past eleven, and 
if he posted his letter at half-past one it would do ; that would be two hours. 

309 1 . I think you stated, with regard to foot messengers, that they go 20 miles 
a day in Ireland, and go but 16 miles in England ? — I did not state that they go 
20 miles, as a rule, but I stated that in many cases they go 20 miles ; in this 
instance the man does, go 20 miles. 

3092. What pay does he get for that? — Eight shillings a week. 

3093. What pay do they get in England for 16 miles ?— That depends upon 
the district in which they are; they get different pay .in different districts, but 
generally from 12 s. to 14 a'. 

3094. Then they get considerably more than they do in Ireland f—Consider- 
ably more. 

3095. Mr. G?'o^an.] Is 12 about the lowest rate of pay you give English 
messengers? — No; we have English messengers at 10 5. the whole rural 
posts in England have been just revised, and in any place wffiere the revision has 
been carried out, I should think that any messenger going the full 16 miles 
would get 12 s. 

3096. Viscount Mowc^.] I think that the Post-office authorities, with regard 
to this question, act just like any other employer of labour; they are regulated 
by the rate of wages in the district ? — Precisely so ; if we went upon any other 
principle we should not get our work done. 

3097. Mr. Liddell.] Do you find a great difficulty in filling up the vacancies 
as they occur ? — No, no difficulty ; but the Committee may, perhaps, remember 
that I have already stated that I do not think the rate of pay, of the rural 
messengers in Ireland is high enough, and that I am about to bring the question 
forward, with the object of increasing the pay to some extent. 

3098. Chairman.] 1 think you stated, in your evidence to-day, that the accele- 
ration of the mails by trunk lines impedes the dispatch by the smaller portions ? 
— I say that it has a tendency to do so. 

3099. Where does that happen in this district under our notice? — It has 
happened in the circulation between Cork and Waterford. 

3100. Betw’een Cork and Waterford the dispatch of the mails is thrown back 
by reason of the use of the trunk line from Dublin to Cork, is it not? — Before 
the use of the railway a night mail leaving Cork in the evening used to arrive at 
Waterford in time for the first delivery in the morning, and the acceleration of 
the mails over the trunk lines from Dublin and Cork, and from Dublin and Water- 
ford, has rendered tlie circulation less perfect, so that the arrival at Waterford is 
in time only for the second delivery. 

3101. Would not that be remedied by the use of the railway the entire way? 
— It ■would. 

3102. Mr, F. Scullyi] What is the time occupied by the railway from W’ater- 
ford to Cork ? — It is two hours and 35 minutes to the junction and 2^ hours 
for the rest ; under five hours. 

3103. Chairman^ You were asked some questions with regard to the Kinsale 
case, which Mr. Heard gave evidence upon. Have you any record in the Post- 
office, or have you referred to any record in the Post-office, of the delays w'hich 
occurred last winter in the conveyance of the mail there. Mr. Heard stated, 
that on several occasions the mail was stopped owing to the snow, and there 
being only a one-horse car provided ; that he himself, the contractor not being 
in a position to provide a second horse, provided for the conveyance of the 
mail ?— I did make inquiry into the fact, and I ascertained that Mr. Heard’s 
statement was in some cases correct, and in some cases a little incorrect. I 
think he stated tiiat the mails were left without care at the half-way Iiouse ; 
instead of that, they were left in the care of the postmistress; it is true that 
Mr. Heard sent a cai* for the mail, and brought the mail through the snow, 
and that the Post-office paid him for that service, he having expended the money 
in the first instance. 

3104. Did he do so by using two horses instead of one ? — I am not aware of 
that ; 1 think he did it with only one horse. 

3105. That makes it still stronger against the Post-office service ; if one horse 
provided by a gentleman could do the service which one horse provided by the 

Post-office 
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'Post-office could not do, there must be some deficiency in the horse provided by 
the Post-office ? — It appeared that the postmaster of Kinsale had been only 
recently appointed, and omitted to use the discretion which was vested in him. 

3106. 1 think you stated to-day that if there was a day mail used where there 
was no day mail at present, the letters sent by that day mail would be abstracted 
from the night mail in the first working of it? — I said so. 

3107. Are those calculations of an arbitrary character, or guess work, or have 
you any given data for that statement?— It is not a calculation of an arbitrary 
•character to say that the mails which would come by the day mail are subtracted 
from the night mail, because it is a matter of fact that they must be sq. If you 
post a letter from here to Clonmel, and there is no day mail to day.' that letter 
will arrive to-morrow by the night mail; but if we put on a day mail, which car- 
ries it, of course that letter is taken from the night mail, and goes intp Clonmel 
by the day mail. 

3108. But does it follow that there would be no new correspondence by the 
day mail, if that day mail was established ?— No, I think I stated tliat ue always 
calculate that there will be some new correspondence. 

3109. Then, in fact, experience is rather against speculation to the contrary? 
— No, experience is not against speculation; experience proves that the letter^ 
do increase in time, but at first, suppose there are ,100 letters go down by the 
dayman, if there were no day mail those 100 letters would'go ‘down by the 
night mail. 

3110. I think you stated with regard to the case of Tralee, that a great deal 
of the inconvenience stated by Sir. Herbert, arose from the bad. state of the 
road ? — Yes. 

3111. Has not the Post-office the power to order the repair of those roads ?— 
The Post-ofilce has the power to call upon the Board of Works to repair the 
roads, hut it is a slow process. 

3112. And being slovv, it would be slower if they did not begin soon to make 

the call ? — Of course. • 

3113. With regard to letters from Waterford to Wexford, speaking- of the 
evidence of ilv. Fletcher, what is the time of dispatch now from Waterford to 
Wexford?— 7.21. p.m. 

3114. And how does, the mail go? — It goes to Thomastown, and from 
Thomastown through Ross, to Wexford. 

311,5. When does it arrive in Wexford? — At 9.8. a.m. 

3116. The following morning? — The following morning. 

3117. When does the mail leave Wexford for Waterford? — At 3 p.m. 

3118. Taking the same route, I suppose r— Taking the same route, and 
coming into Waterford in time for the early morning delivery the following day. 

3119. Mr. Liddell.'] Is there no direct communication between Waterford and 
Wexford ? — No. 

3120. Chairman!] There was a direct communication some time ago.?— There 
was a direct communication between Waterford and Wexford, running by Ross. 

3121. By means of a mail-coach ? — By means of a mail-coach. 

3122. How long is it since that was taken away ? — ’About 10 vears. 

3123. As much as that? — Yes, it is as much as 10 years, at least I 
imagine so. 

3124. Viscount Can you tell the Committee what the arrangements 

were by that line of communication, and wiiat additional postal convenience was 
afforded to the two towns? — It was not nearly so good as at present; the mail 
left Waterford at a later hour, and got into Wexford at a later hour. Tlie present 
communication is much better. 

3125. Chairman.] But is it much better than it might be? — It is not much 
better than it might be. 

3126. Mv. Liddell.] Is it not fully three times the distance to go round by 
Thomastown in order to go to ^V’exfo^d? — Not nearly three times, nor twice I 
imagine, because you cannot go from Waterford to Wexford without going to 
Ross; there is an estuai*y of the sea which runs up there ; you must go up as far 
as Ross to get round. 

3127. Chairman.] If there was a more direct route than the present one to 
Waterford, the mail could be dispatched much later from Wexford, and arrive 
<juite as early in Waterford ? — No, not so ; I presume you mean to leave 
Waterford in the morning. 

0.62. BB3 • 3128. Could 
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3128. Could there not be an arrangement by which the mail could be 
dispatched much later from Wexford than it is at present and arrive at Water- 
ford quite as early as it does now, going through Ross ? — If you had a direct 
mail running during the night, of course there might. 

3129. Mr. Grogan '.X You stated that Mr. Heard’s evidence was in part cor- 
rect, and in part incorrect ; and tliat the incorrectness consisted in this, that 
Mr. Heard had stated that the mails were left at Ballinhassig in charge of no 
one ? — Yes. 

3130. Whereas they were in charge of the Post-office.'' — The postmistress. 
{fiue>itions and Anmers 976, 977, and 978 were read.') 

3131. After the evidence which has been just read to you of Mr. Heard, dcr 
you see any reason to qualify or correct the answer which you just_ gave, in 
which you stated that his evidence was incorrect ? — If I stated positively that 
Mr. Heard made an incorrect statement I have been wrong in so stating.. May 
I read the Questions 983 and 984, with the answers ? The question was, “ Do 
you mean the Committee to understand that for a portion of the six days the 
mail-bags from Cork to Kinsale were lying in the office to take care of them- 
selves ?” ; the answer is, “ So I heard.” The next question is, “ There was no 
person ostensibly in charge of them ? — I believe not. Now I think the impres- 
sion to be derived from those questions and answers is, that those mails were 
left at this place without any person to take charge of them, and my intention 
was to make the Committee understand that such was not the case. 

3131 .* After the evidence that has just been read, do you see any reason to 
correct or alter the answer you first gave ?— No, I do not. 

313-2. Viscount il/owcA.] You have already stated that you do not mean to 
impugn the truth of any of Mr. Heard’s statements or his belief of them ? — 
Certainly not ; I have not the slightest intention of doing so. 

3133. Having heard Mr. Heard’s evidence, and having had an opportunity of 
seeing the impression that that evidence made upon the Committee, you were 
desirous of removing what appeared to you to be an incorrect impression arising 
from his evidence? — Exactly so. 

3134. Namely, that the bags were left without anyone in charge of them in 
the halfway-house for two days Exactly ; no doubt Mr. Heard behaved very 
kindly by the Post-office, and no doubt he had reason to suppose that the mail 
bags were left without charge. 

3135. Mr. Maguire.'] As to the change which you said has taken. place in 
Dung'arvan, what mails will be delivered by that second delivery r Letters 
which arrive from London and Dublin by the day mail, and Liverpool, and also 
the letters which arrive from Waterford and from the north of Ireland. 

3136. With respect to Youghal, Mr. O’Brien left the Committee under the 
idea that the Youghal letters arrived in Dungarvan after the delivery had gone 
out? — Yes. 

3137. Was be correct in that?— He was correct in that as regards the letters 
which go in the bags from Youghal to Waterford by that direct car ; but he was 
incorrect as regards the bulk of the correspondence between Youghal and Dun- 
garvan, because the'bulk of that correspondence goes round by Cork and Goold’s 
Cross, and gets into Dungarvan in time for the first delivery ; that is to say, if ^a 
letter was posted at Youghal at eight o’clock in the evening it would arrive in 
Dungarvan too late for the first delivery, but if had been posted before five, it 
would arrive in Dungarvan in time for the first delivery. 

3138. At what time have the Post-office ordered the second delivery? — As- 
soon as it can be effected after the arrival of this car at six. 

3139. Have you added to the pay of the letter-carrier upon imposing addi- 
tional labour upon him ? — It is necessary to have the sanction of the Poslmaster- 
o-eneral for any additional pay. We ordered the surveyor to commence the 
delivery at once, and to report upon what increased pay he would recommend. 
I understand the pay will be 10^-. a week instead of In. 

3140. There is no doubt that the duties of the postmaster will be increased, 
too, by that ? — No, the duties will be decreased of the postmaster, because the 
delivery which takes place by the letter-carrier will save him from the trouble of 
standing at his window and giving out the letters to people who call for them. 
The letters in the town will now be delivered by carrier. 

3141. But as to letters for the country? — ^Those will he delivered from the 
■window, but the delivery of the country letters is not very laborious, so that the 

• effect 
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effect •will be very trifling one way or the other ; if it is to be taken into account Trolhpe, Esq, 
at all, it would rather decrease it ; it certainly is not heavier than it w'as. 

3142. Whatever increase there is in the duties of the postmaster must con- .23 July 1855. 
duce to the public advantage? — Yes. 

3143. 1 believe the duties of that postmaster have been very much increased, 
have they not, within the last two or three years by the improvements carried 
out by the Post-office ? — Certainly, they have been increased. 

3 J44. Do not you think, when there is a positive increase of duty, that there 
should be an increase of payment ? — Not always ; in some towns we settle a rate 
of salary which may be too high for the number of letters which are transmitted, 
but which we think is only sufficient to get the services of a respectable person, 
but we do not find it always necessary to increase the salary if the duties ai*e 
increased, and if those duties were very light before that. 

3145. if the duties are increased twofold, is it not necessary to increase the 
salary ? — Certainly ; but the duties at Dungarvan have not been increased two- 
fold. If, however, the postmaster of Dungarvan makes an application for an 
increase of salary it will be a subject of inquiry, and will be forwarded to the 
Post-office. 



Veneris, 27 ® die JuUi, 1855 . 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Mr. Meagher. Mr. Liddell. 

Mr. Barrow. Mr. Wilson. 

Viscount Monek. Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. F. Scully. Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. Wickham. Mr. De Veie. 

THOMAS MEAGHER, Esq.., in the Chair. 



Anthony Trollope, Esq., called in; and further Examined. 

3146. Viscount Monek.] Mr. Rowland Hill stated, in answer to a question Trollope, Esq. 

that was put to him, that he could give a return of the towns of this district 

where the postal accommodation has been diminished by the recent establish- 27 July 1855. 
ment and employment of these railways ; have you any observation to make 

upon that? — Yes; on reading through Mr. Hill’s evidence, it appeared that 
though such a return was hardly promised, yet perhaps it may have been under- 
stood that it would be given. I may state that we can make no such return, in 
point of fact, because, in point of fact, there is no town that has been so 
injured. The only town that was named was Mitchelstown, which is a sub-post 
under Mallow. We have only to state with regard to that, that though Mitchels- 
town has lost its day mail, it liow’ receives a night mail, which leaves Dublin on 
Monday night, at the same hour at which it heretofore received letters leaving 
Dublin by the day mail on Monday morning ; and therefore the loss of the day 
mail has been no possible injury to Mitchelstown. Heretofore, the night mail 
which left Dublin at seven iu the evening, did not reach Mitchelstown till five 
•o’clock the next day ; whereas it now reaches Mitchelstown iu time to have the 
letters delivered at seven o’clock in the morning. Mitchelstown is a sub-office, 
and therefore is not inserted in the map ; it is the only place which has been 
named before the Committee as being injured ; that is why I name it. 

3147. The correspondence with regard to which this return 'vas promised 

was the correspondence with Dublin ? — -1 think the return suggested was of the 
towns injured in their correspondence by railway ; there is no town injured in 
its correspondence. , . • • j • 

3148. Mr. Liddell.] Do you mean, when you talk of its being injured m its 
correspondence, that the correspondence is not so rapid as formerly ? — It was 
stated that the postal accommodation of some towns was worse than it was 
before the use of some railways, and Mr. Rowland Hill was required to put in 
a return as to what towns were so injured ; we cannot say that any towm is so 
injured; Mitchelstown did lose its day mail; but, as I have stated, though 
Mitchelstown has lost its day mail, all its correspondence comes as early, or much 
earlier, than it did before it was discontinued. 

0.62. B B 4 3 H 9 - Viscount 
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A. Trollope, Es(\. 314Q. Viscount With reference to the complaint made as to closing 

' tile post-office at Clonmel at nine o’clock, you -were not able to say whether any 

27 July 1855. complaint had been made upon that subject at your last examination? — It was 

suggested that a complaint had been made in a certain memorial which had 
been sent up from the town of Clonmel to the Postmaster-general ; I stated 
my impression that no such complaint had been made ; it seemed to be the 
impression of the Committee that such a complaint had been made in this- 
memorial, which at the time I stated to the Committee I had not read ; 

I now’ wish to put in a copy of that memorial, in order to show that no- 

such complaint is in that memorial, and, therefore, that I was correct in 
saying that no such complaint had been made {handing in ths same). If I 
may be allowed, I also wish to state generally the result of inquiries I have 
made since the last meeting of the Committee regarding the arrival of the car 
from Goold’s Cross at Clonmel ; I then stated that I had been informed that no 
irregularity had taken place in the arrival of that car ; I felt very desirous, in 
consequence of the contrary opinion entertained by some Members of the 
Committee, that no possible doubt should remain upon that point, and 
that the information 1 gave to the Committee should be strictly accurate 
I have, since the last meeting, written to Ireland, and it is due to the Committee 
that I should mention the result. I find that the car which is dispatched from 
Goold’s Cross to Clonmel has arrived late in Clonmel for a period varying 
from 10 to 20 minutes ; but this late arrival has in no way affected the town 
of Clonmel, or in any way caused a later delivery of letters there than would 
have taken place if the arrival had been regular. I have endeavoured to ascertain 
the cause of this want of punctuality, and it appears, as far as 1 am able to 
state at present, that it has arisen mainly from a want of sufficient time (or a 
sufficient margin, as we call it, in Post-office arrangements) being allowed 
between the arrival of the mail-train at Goold’s Cross and the dispatch of the car ; 

I may also state that the pace of this car as at present fixed is very fast, being 
somewhat over eight miles an hour, and that therefore some few minutes have 
been absolutely lost by the car on the road. I had hoped to be able to put in a 
return showing the absolute hours of delivery at Clonmel both of the night and 
day mail ; such a return has been furnished by the postmaster of Clonmel, but 
it has been found absolutely necessary to return it to Ireland, in order to make 
it more efficient. 

3150. 'Mr. F. ScuttyJ] What period of time does that extend over?— From 
the 1 st of October last to the 30 th of April last. 

3151. Can you give a return of the arrival of those mails for any subsequent 
period ? — We took the time during which the greatest amount of irregularity 
existed ; that return can be brought down in the same way to a later period, 
indeed to any period. 

31.52. Can you give a return of the arrival of the car in Clonmel? — No, I am 
speaking of a return of the delivery of letters in Clonmel ; I was stating that 
the car has been late for different periods, varying from 10 to 23 minutes ,* 

I think 23 has been tbe outside, as far as I can learn ; but I cannot give a return 
of the absolute arrival every day. 

3 * 53- Did you not state just now, that you bad seen a return giving the hours 
of arrival of those cars ? — No ; I said inquiry having been made in Ireland, a 
report has been made to the effect I have now described to the Committee. 

3 1 54. Then, have they made their report without having any ground for it ? — 

I presume the report has been founded upon inquiries at the Clonmel office ; the 
clerks at the Clonmel office would be able to say exactly what the arrivals are, 
and know what the time is ; and it appears that the car has always been, at 
least I presume always, 10 minutes late, the late arrival having been stated at 
from 10 to 23 minutes, 23 being the outside. 

3155. Is it from memory that the clerks are speaking, or from any data in the 
office? — I presume that the absolute number of minutes lost has been stated 
trom memory, because the time-bills are not foi’thcoming. The return which I 
hope to be able to give to the Committee will give the absolute hours of delivery, 
because they are entered daily in a book. 

3156. For what months ? — It can be given for any months. I took the winter 
time, as being the most irregular. I took the period from the beginning of winter, 
and, subsequently, to the end of winter, thinking that that would at any rate be 
an ample test. 
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3157. You, have spoken about accidents occurring; to the mail car between 
Clonmel and Goold’s ( 5 ross within the last 23 months ? —I said that they occurred, 
one on the 28 d of April 1853 , and the other on the 10 th of August 1853 . 

3158. Before you made that statement, had you seen Mr. Kennedy’s corrected 
evidence? — I have never seen his corrected evidence yet, and in point of fact, 
my inquiries were necessarily made, not upon the printed evidence, but upon 
minutes of evidence taken at this table, because, in order to enable us to 
answer the evidence given to the Committee on the previous day, we are obliged 
to write off to Ireland even before the sitting of the Committee is closed, before 
four o’clock in the day, otherwise we should not have time to answer the ques- 
tions asked ; in point of fact, the inquiry made by us was not made upon Mr. 
Kennedy’s corrected evidence, but upon the evidence given here. 

3159. I think Mr. Kennedy, in giving his evidence, was speaking from 
memory; he said that it might be 18 months ; since that time he has corrected 
liis evidence ; not being aware of the exact day he has extended it over a period 
of two years ? — I am not aware of that. 

3160. You stated just now, in answer to Viscount Monck, that there has 
been no injury done to towns in the south of Ireland by changes occasioned by 
the use of railways? — Exactly ; if I might use an illustration, I would say, if 
half-a-crown was taken from a person, and a pound was given to him, no injury 
would be done to him ; I cannot say that no injury h^ been done to a single 
letter, but upon the balance, an immense benefit has been conferred. 

3161. Before the use of the railways, w'ere there not a day mail and a night 
mail between Waterford and Limerick, and all the towns between those points 
of Waterford and Limerick? — There was only one mail between Waterford and 
Limerick. 

3162. Between Waterford and Clonmel, were there not two mails? — There 
were two mails which ran over the whole distance of road from Waterfoi*d to 
Limerick, but they were so timed, and for such purposes, that they did not give 
any second communication to Waterford and Limerick. 

3163. Was not there a delivery in Clonmel the same evening? — Yes. 

3164. Are those mails delivered now? — No. 

3165. Is not that an injury and loss to the people of Clonmel?— It is. 

3166. Then they have suffered by the change ? — No, they have not. 

3167. Have they not lost the advantage of getting their letters the same 
^evening? — But if a man loses a half-crown and gets a pound, he cannot be said 
to suffer. 

3168. How do they gain in Clonmel? — They have gained a day mail from 
Dublin and London, whereas they had none heretofore at all. 

3169. What have they lost on the other hand? — They have lost a certain 
amount of accommodation, and gained a much greater amount of accommodation. 

3170. By the recent changes, has not Clonmel suffered by the loss of the 
day mail to Cork and Limerick, which it had before ? — No, I think the com- 
munication altogether from Cork to Clonmel and Limerick is as good as it was; 
there were more means of communicating from Cork to Clonmel, but a letter 
could not be written in Clonmel on Monday morning and be delivered in Cork 
or in Limerick on Monday. 

3171. Are you not aware that letters dispatched from Clonmel now are 
dispatched too late in Clonmel to arrive in time for the up and down day mail, 
to and from Cork, whereas formerly they used to go by that mail, and arrive in 
Cork the same evening ? — No ; there w'as no such communication from Clonmel 
to Cork. 

3172. Was not there a day mail between Clonmel and Cork ? — If the Com- 
mittee will allow me, I will explain what the communications from Clonmel to 
Cork were ; and I think it will he seen that though there were nominally two, 
in fact there was only one. A night mail left Clonmel, we will say at 10 o’clock 
in the evening, I will not be precise as to the exact hour, carrying letters posted, 
we will say, up to 9.30 p. m. on the Monday ; it reached Cork in time for the 
morning delivery on Tuesday. Then there was a mail-coach left Clonmel for 
Cork at about six o’clock in the morning ; the dispatch was something before 
six, I think, I should say 5 . 30 , which arrived in Cork some time in the middle 
of the day ; but the Committee will, I think, see, that there being a dispatch of 
letters posted up to nine o’clock p. m., a mail dispatched at 5.30 a. m. could not 
be of any use. 

0.02. C c 3 i“ 3 * Did 



A. Trollope, Esq. 
27 July 1855. 
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27 July 1855. 



3173. Did not a letter leave Clonmel by the morning day mail for Cork ?— 
There seems to be some confusion with regard to the terms day and night mail. 
The mail which left Clonmel for Cork at 5.30 a. ra. was a night mail coach. 

3174. I am not speaking of the mail-coach; I am speaking of the alterations 
made within the last month ? — I thought we were alluding to the advantage 
which existed before the railway was established, as compared with the present 
time. What I stated -was, that Clonmel had received no balance of injury since 
the railways were brought into use. 

3175. Mr. JVichham.'\ You were stating, that though nominally there were two 
mails, there was only practically one dispatch of letters r — Yes ; I stated that 
that was so before the use of railways in Ireland. 

3176. Mr. F. Scully.'] I speak of the change of the mail recently in Clonmel; 
what was the cause of that change ? — In consequence of the expression of a wish 
for that purpose from Clonmel, the day communication from Clonmel to Cork 
has been broken off, so as to enable the Post-office to give an accelerated arrival 
of the day mail from Dublin, in Clonmel. 

3177. Are you speaking of the recent alteration? — The last answer I gave 
refers to arrangements made a short period ago ; the former answer I gave 
referred to the time previous to the use of the railway. 

3178. As it stands at present, Clonmel has no day mail with Waterford, 
Cork or Limerick ?— Clonmel has only one mail with Cork, one mail with 
Limerick, and one mail with W^aterford in the day. 

31 79. Those are night mails ?— Yes ; they are conveyed during the night. 

31 80. So far as Clonmel is concerned it has not gained much or anything by 
the change since the use of railways, compared with what it had before the use 
of railways, by four-horse coach ? — It has gained a very great deal by the 
changes since the use of the railway in place of the four-horse coach ; it has 
gained a day mail with England and Dublin, and also with Scotland. 

318). But as far as the south of Ireland is concerned in its communication 
with Cork, Limerick and Waterford, it has not gained ? — It has neither gained 
nor lost. 

3182. It had a day mail to Waterford formerly? — The communication 
between Waterford and Clonmel is less perfect than it was before the use of 
railways, which I think has been admitted all through. 

3183. With respect to the night mails to Cork, Limerick and Waterford, I 
think you stated in the former part of your evidence that the receipt of the Cork, 
post-office was something like 9 , 300 1. for all letters received from Clonmel ? — 
£. 9 , 300 . 

3184. Those letters are conveyed by railway all the way to Cork? — They are. 

318'). The receipt of Limerick is 7 , 200 ?.? — £. 7 , 200 . 

3186. Waterford, 3 , 200 /. ?— Waterford 3 , 290 /. 

3187. Clonmel, how much? — £. 2 , 200 . 

3188. Tipperary, 700 /. ? — Tipperary 710 /.; I am giving the nearest decimals 
in each case. 

3189. Carrick-on-Suir, G 80 /. ? — £. 680 . 

3190. Cahir, 400 /. ?— Cahir 400 /. 

3191. Making in all those towns 14 , 480 /.? — I have no doubt that that sum 
is correct. 

3192. You convey the letters by the rail to Cork from the junction, paying 
4 s'. 6 a mile for the use of the railway ? — We do. 

3193. You convey the letters to all the other towns I have mentioned by 
one-horse cars, and not by the railway? — To Limerick, Tipperary, Clonmel, 
Cahir, Carrick-on-Suir, and Waterford. 

3194. With the exception of what you bring by the day mail from Dublin to 
Waterford, and by the railway from Kilkenny ? — We do not bring the mail into 
Waterford on a one-horse car ; we bring it either on a pair-horse car or a coach. 

.3195* There is no use of the railway?— It is a car, but a very different kind 
of conveyance from a one-horse car; it is a larger conveyance; it is a faster 
conveyance, and it is accompanied by a mail-guard. 

3196. From the junction to Cork you convey all those letters by railway, for 
which the Post-office receive the sum” of 9 , 300 /. ? — The Committee will perhaps 
allow me to state the revenue of the towns, the mails of which are conveyed from 
the junction to Cork, as the revenues of the other towns have been stated; 
Kilmallock 1 , 020 /., Charleville 440 /., Buttevant 500 /., Mallow 1 , 160 /., Kil- 

larney. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS (WATERFORD, &c.) 203 

larney ], 000 Z., Tralee 1 , 160 Z. We carry the Tralee bags from the junction to 
Mallow on the line. 

3197. You do not convey them beyond Mallow by railway? — No, we convey 
them as far as Mallow on that line ; we have assumed in your case that we have 
taken the revenue of all the towns which are served upon the line from Limerick 
to Waterford ; we have not taken all those towns as it happens, but I will give 
you the towns we have not taken; of course in the same way, we must take all 
those towns vphich are served by the line from the junction to Cork, and therefore, 
I take Killarney and Tralee as well as the others. 

3198. You convey those letters a considerable distance by car? — Killarney 
receives its letters in time to be delivered at an early hour before breakfast, and 
could not receive its letters at anything like that hour if they were not forwarded 
on the railway. 

3199. At all events they do not amount to anything like the revenue from 
the towns which! have mentioned? — I imagine that they amount to much more, 
though we have not stated them all yet. 

3200. Killarnev you have stated was 1,000 1. ? — Yes ; Fermoy 1 , 280 1. 

3201. How far is it from the railway to Fermoy? — ^Twenty miles. 

3202. From what station is it taken ? — Mallow; Tallow 180 L 

3203. That is in the county of Waterford ? — It is served in the same way from 
Mallow, although in the county of Waterford. 

3204. I do not think that is a fair way of judging it ; I want to compare the 
towns where there is a railway running direct, situate like Mallow on the line of 
railway; I speak of towns on the lines of railway? — Of course in making any 
such comparison we must take all towns, the bags from which would be conveyed 
by the night mail train from Limerick to Waterford, and all bags which are con- 
veyed by the night mail train from the junction to Cork. I think that is the 
only fair way of making the comparison. 

3205. I think you ought to confine yourself to towns along the line which are 
benefited by the railway? — I am quite ready to give you those; I think you will 
be convinced afterwards, that the comparison leads to nothing. I think I shall 
be able to explain that the comparison has not the effect which you put upon it ; 
but at any rate, if we are to take any of them, we should take all of theirs, because 
tlie town of Fermoy receives just as much benefit from the line as Mallow does ; 
letters are delivered in Fermoy just as early as at Mallow, and therefore the use 
of the railway is just as much benefit to Fermoy as to Mallow. 

3206. Are you not setting up the revenue against the expense ? — That is not 
the only ground on which we object to the use of the railway ; we object to 
the use of the railway not entirely on the ground, but on the ground, that 
the use of the railway would give no extra accommodation to the towns in 
question, or a very little ; whereas the use of the railway to Cork gives very 
material extra accommodation, the places served from Cork being a ranch 
greater distance from Dublin or London than the places which are served from 
Limerick are. 

3207. Confine yourself to the question of expense; as to the revenue on the 
^ one hand, and the expense on the other. The revenue from the towns you 

have mentioned amounts to nearly 14,500 1 . ; in the other cases I will admit 
that the expense may be the same? — We can show it would be much more.- 
‘ 3208. I want to know, when you convey those mails by an expensive 
mode of conveyance, at 4 ^. Qd. a mile, from the junction to Cork, why you 
could not have a postal communication by the railway to Limerick on the 
one hand, and to Waterford on the other, and convey the letters by that 
railway at one-half the cost at which those letters are conveyed to Cork? — If 
that comparison were carried out, it should show that the letters which go to 
towns wdiich would be served by the night-mail train from Limerick to Water- 
ford, are equal or greater in value than all those served from the junction ; but 
it would not show that the advantage given to them by such an outlay was so 
great, 

3209. But as to the cost? — As to the cost, undoubtedly the Limerick and 
Waterford line will run a night mail train for half the price which we have been 
compelled by arbitration -to give to the Dublin and Cork line. • 

3210. Would there not be a speedier arrival at Limerick by the use of the 

V 0.62. c c 2 train 
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A. Trollope, Esq. train instead of the car or coach ? — A speedier arrival at Limerick would be of 
no use. 

27 July 1855. 3211. Would it not be of any use to other towns which lie beyond Limerick ? 

— It would be of some use to towns beyond. I have stated, that it would be of 
use to some sub-offices under Limerick ; it would be of some slight use to New- 
castle, but so slight, as not to be appreciated by the town; it would be of no use 
to Ennis, which is the main town served by Limerick ; and it is a doubt whether 
it might be or might not be of any use to Kilrush, because it would be hardly 
judicious to dispatch that mail arriving at Ennis on to Cashel without the 
mail which comes from Galway and the North of Ireland, as by doing so we 
should expedite the letters from Dublin by half an hour or 40 minutes, and 
detain the letters coming from other parts 24 hours. 

3212. Are there not other towns in the county of Limerick that would be 
benefited by that change ? — No. 

3213. V/ould not the Dungarvan mail be benefited, and gain something by 
the change in the earlier arrival at Clonmel ? — It would gain an earlier delivery by 
30 minutes. 

3214. Carrick-on-Suir would gain, would it not ?— No, Carrick-on-Suir would 
gain nothing by the arrival of that night mail. 

3215. All towns beyond would gain, would they not ? — There are no towns 
beyond Waterford to be served in that way. 

3216. Kilmacthomas ? — Kilmacthomas is a sub-office served from Carrick-on- 
Suir. 

3217. Would not Kilmacthomas be improved r — It would be improved. 

3218. You say the towns beyond Waterford would not be improved The 
sub-offices beyond Waterford would be improved. 

3219. If the night mail was used would there not be an increased accommo- 
dation for the conveyance of letters from Waterford and all the towns along the- 
line to all the towns south of the junction, such as Limerick, Cork, Charleville, 
Mallow and Killarney ? — Undoubtedly. 

3220. They would be all improved by the night mail trom Waterford ? — Yes ; 
the communication to and from Waterford with all towns, such as you describe, 
would be improved. 

3221. To come back to the car or coach to Maryborough; I think in your 
evidence you said, that taking off that car or coach would injure the communica- 
tion with Kilkenny ? — Are you talking of taking off that car or coach in connexion, 
with the use of the Waterford and Limerick Railway, or taking off' that coach 
in connexion with the use of the railway which runs through Carlow and Kil- 
kenny from Kildare to Waterford ? 

3222. I am speaking of the use of the night mail train from Waterford to- 
the junction and to Limerick ? — It would be quite impracticable to take off the 
conveyance alluded to, if a night mail train were used to the junction from Water- 
ford, because it would leave Kilkenny and Thomastown and Ross without any 
means of getting their night mails. 

3223. You stated the other day that letters posted at Clonmel in the evening 
are delivered in Kilkenny in the morning? — ^Yes. 

3224. Could not the same night mail taking letters from Waterford by Clonmel, 
be delivered in Kilkenny in the morning?' — The mail to which you allude reaches- 
Kilkenny at 6.10 in the morning. 

3225. Mr. Grogan.'] What mail is that?— The mail car which runs from 
Thnrles, taking in the letters for Kilkenny, which circulate from Cork by the up 
night train. The persons employed in the Kilkenny office have, on the arrival, 
of the mail from Dublin, to dispatch cars to various sub-offices, including. 
Gowran and Goresbridge, and letters to Callan, and other places which are 
now dispatched at 4 a. m. The letter-carriers have then to sort their letters,, 
and go out for their delivery, and though it is quite practicable to send out 
letter-carriers at seven o’clock with tlieir letters arriving from Cork and 
Limerick at 6.10, it would not be practicable to send them out at seven 
o’clock from Kilkenny, if the work which 1 have described had to be done 
after 6.10; and of course, also, in speaking of the accommodation of 
Kilkenny, I speak of the mails both ways. That car which leaves Kilkenny for 
Thurles, leaves Kilkenny at six o’clock in the evening, whereas the present night 
mail going out from. Kilkenny to Maryborough does not leave till 10.51 p. m., 
therefore it will be seen that most grievous injury would be inflicted upon 

Kilkenny 
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Kilkenny, and the neighbourhood round it, if it were made to depend for its 
mails upon the car from Thurles. 

3226. At what time does the Waterford mail arrive from Waterford in 
Kilkenny?— It arrives in Kilkenny at 10.51 in the evening-. 

3227. Then is it delivered in Kilkenny that evening? — No, the next morning. 

3228. At what time does the mail leave Waterford?— 7.21 p. m. 

3229. At what time is it delivered in Kilkenny ? — At 7, next morning. 

3230. The Thurles car, you say, arrives at 10 minutes past 6? — Yes. 

3231. Could not the letters be delivered in Kilkenny as early by that commu- 
nication as they are now ?— The letters from Waterford could be so delivered ; 
but I was not speaking of the arrival of the mail from Waterford at Kilkenny’ 
I was speaking of the dispatch from Kilkenny of the night Dublin mail 
carrying letters for Dublin, London, and all other places. I was not alluding 
at all to the arrival from Waterford ; 1 would explain, that the same letters from 
Waterford could not reach Kilkenny vid Thurles under the present arrange- 
ments, though undoubtedly they might do so if a night mail train on the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway were used ; of course the letters posted at 
live o’clock in the evening would not circulate by Thurles at present. 

3232. At what time are the letters dispatched from Waterford to Kilkenny 

— 7.21 p. m, ^ ' 

3^33' If that night mail were used to the junction, at what time would it be 
necessary to leave Waterford in order to meet the up night mail train from Cork 
at the junction ’—The company, I believe, intend to use the luggage-train if such 
an arrangement were made, and therefore I cannot state accurately ; but I made 
a calculation that it would be dispatched at 9 p. m. from VVaterford, presuming 
they run at the average pace at which they now run. 

3234. That would give a longer time in Waterford for the dispatch of letters 
by an hour and 40 minutes than there is at present ? — It would. 

3235. With respect to a question which I asked the other day of Mr. Kennedy, 
with regard to the transit of letters from Clonmel to Kilkenny, I think he stated 
in his answer that he was under the impression that the letters went round by 
Goold’s Cross to Dublin, and hack to Kilkenny ? — Yes. 

3236. Since then I have had a communication from Mr. Kennedy upon the 
matter ; he says that he was under that impression, because some time ago they 
did go that way r — Yes, and not a long time ago. 

3237. Then some short time ago there was a change made?— Yes, within 
12 months. 

3238. Then his impression would have been correct' 12 months ago ? — Yes. 

3239. How are letters conveyed from Dublin to Carlow?— They are conveyed 
to Maryborough by railway, and by car from Maryborough to Carlow. 

3240. At what time do they arrive in Carlow ? — At 2.47 a. m. 

3241. How far is Carlow from Kilkenny?— I think it is 21 English miles, 
counting by road. Referring to the old road, I think the old mail-coach road 
was from 21 to 22 English miles. 

3242. Supposing that this coach or car from Waterford to Maryborough were 
given up, you stated, I think, that Kilkenny would lose in its communication 
■with Dublin, and would suffer materially? — I named, I think, all the towns, 
Kilkenny, Thomastown, Ross and Wexford. 

3243- Are they sub-post towns to Kilkenny? — No, they are not. 

3244. Are they not post towns, the letters for which are dispatched from 
Kilkenny ? — No, they are not dispatched from Kilkenny, any more than they 
may be said to be dispatched from Kilkenny by the fact of the mail going 
through Kilkenny before it gets to them. 

3245. Do not the mails go through Thomastown ? — Yes. 

3246. So far as the mail would be later or earlier at Kilkenny, so far it would 
be later at Thomastown? — Yes. 



3247. Suppose a coach were used from Carlow to Kilkenny to convey the 
mails from Dublin which arrive at 2.40 at Carlow, at what time would they 
arrive in Kilkenny ? — That depends upon the pace j presuming that we went 
nine miles an hour, or a little less than nine miles an hour, you might say two 
hours and a half. 

3248. At what time does the Dublin mail now arrive in Kilkenny in the 
morning ?— 1.15 a. ra. 

b.62. c c 3 3249. Where 
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A. TroUope, Esq. 3249. Where does that come from ? — By coach from Maryborough: it branches , 
from Maryborough. 

37 Juiy 1855. 3250. How far is Maryborough from Kilkenny? — Twenty-nine miles. 

325 1 . How far is Maryborough from Carlow r — Twenty-seven miles. 

3252. Then bow does it happen, that it arrives in Carlow at 2.40 and in 
Kiikenny at 1 . 15 , the distance being greater? — Because we have a quicker 
communication ; I mean to say it runs at a quicker pace. 

3253. Could not the pace from Maryborough to Carlow be increased if neces- 
sary ; could not the mail arrive at Carlow at 1.15 if it arrives at Kilkenny at 1 . 15 , 
the distance being nearly the same ? — It could do so. 

. 3254. What is the distance from Maryborough to Kilkenny? — Twenty-nine 
miles. 

3255. And from Maryborough to Carlow, what is the distance? — Exactly 27 
miles and one furlong. 

3256. If necessary you could increase the speed of the conveyance from Mary- 
borough to Carlow so as to arrive in Carlow at 1 . 15 ? — VVe could ; I should 
explain, that the later arrival in Carlow is for the most part owing to the fact that 
Carlow does not make up bags for all towns along the line ; that the letters are 
Sorted at Maryborough ; it would be very inconvenient if we were to make up bags 
from every town to every town. The line from Maryborough to Waterford being 
a direct mail line, Waterford and other towns, such as Kilkenny, make up bags 
with Newbridge, Naas and the towns up to Dublin. As Carlow is served by a 
branch mail, it sends all such letters to Maryborough, where they are sorted. 

3257. At what time are the letters despatched from Kilkenny for the towns 
of Callaii and Thomastown ?~To Callan at four in the morning. 

3258. Supposing the mails to arrive in Carlow at 1 . 15 , what time would 
they arrive in Kilkenny by the coach from Carlow to Kilkenny? — At about 
a quarter before four. 

3259. Then so far as letters from Kilkenny for towns like Thomastown, would 
they lose more than half an hour or so in the dispatch of the letters ? — 
i'homastown and Ross would lose a great deal more, because the mails are 
dispatched to Thomastown and Ross at the same hour as the arrival at Kil- 
kenny from Dublin ; I mean by that, that there is no delay at Kilkenny ; 
the mail goes on at once to Ross, which is an important town, and arrives 
there at 5.4 in the morning, and the arrival there would be two hours and 
three quarters later. 

3260. How is that possible? At what hour is it dispatched from Kilkenny ; at 
four o’clock, is it not ? — The dispatch from Kilkenny to Ross is at the hour at 
which the mail arrives from Dublin at Kilkenny ; Ross is not a branch from 
Kilkenny. 

3261. I thought you said that the letters which arrived in Kilkenny at 1.15 
were dispatched for Thomastown and Ross at 4 ? — No, I said they were dis- 
patched for Callan, and Goresbridge, and Gowran, at 4 . 

3262. Then what is the conveyance to Thomastown? — One communication 
runs from Maryborough to Kilkenny, on through Thomastown to Waterford ; 
you will see that the dispatch of the mail from Kilkenny to Thomastown must 
be at the same hour as the arrival of the mail at Kilkenny from Dublin ; the 
mail does not stop there, it goes on. 

3263. At what hour are the mails dispatched from Kilkenny to Thomastown? 
— At 1.15 a. m. 

3264. IIow are they conveyed? — They go by the Maryborough and Water- 
ford car. 

3265. At what time do they arrive in Thomastown ?-- -They arrive in Thomas- 
town at 2.30 a. m. 

3266. At what time are they delivered in Thomastown ?— At 7 . 

3267. Then they are lying in Thomastown three or four hours? — Till 7 . 

3268. If the coach was dispatched from Kilkenny to Thomastown at 4 , 
would it not be just as useful as the time it is dispatched now ?— For the Dublin 
mail which goes into Thomastown to have the letters sorted for delivery at 7 , 
'the arrival would be as good as it is now. 

3269. Would not that be the case if they were dispatched from Kilkenny at 
■4, instead of at 1 . 15 , as now? — Certainly it would, as far as Thomastown is 
concerned. I think I could make the matter clear and intelligible, if I may be 

edlowed. 
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allowed. If you take the mail otF the road from Maryborough to Kilkenny, a. Trollope, Esq. 
and put it on the road from Maryborough to Carlow, and thence to Kilkenny - 
and Thomastown, of course the only amount of delay would be the extra ay July 1855. 
distance ; but then you would save no money by that. 

3270. Would yoia not save the full cost, or a great portion of the cost, of the 
car or coach from Waterford to Maryborough, which is a very large expense ? 

— No, you would not ; 5^ou would only run over another road ; you would have 
to maintain a conveyance equally expensive, because we are presuming that the 
pace must be as fast, and therefore, in point of fact, you would gain nothing by 
such an arrangement 

3271. Mr. lMddl."\ You would have rather a longer distance to perform ? — 

You would have a longer distance to perform; you would have to run from 
Maryborough to Carlow and Kilkenny. 

3272. Which they do at present? — No, they do not. 

3273. I thought you said that the night mail is delivered by the communi- 
cation from Maryborough to Carlow; is it not so ? — Yes. 

3274. But that is quite independent of the coach or car from Maryborough to 
Waterford ? — Yes. 

3275. Mr. F. Scully 7 \ Then, if you took off the Waterford and Maryborough 
coach or car, you still would have the Maryborough car running, without any 
additional expense, to Carlow ? — No, certainly not, because the Honourable 
Alember has presumed that we should get into Carlow at a much earlier hour, 
and therefore should run at a much faster pace ; and we should have to pay per 
mile as much for that communication as we now have to pay for the communi- 
cation which we should take off. In point of fact, I cannot see that it would 
make any difference as to the expense whatever, whether you run by one road 
or the other. If you run to Kilkenny round by Carlow, you have to maintain a 
short car as far as Ballyraggett from Maryborough. If you run from Mary 
borough to Kilkenny, as at present, through Ballyraggett, then you have to 
maintain a short car from Maryborough to Carlow. 

3276. Do not you maintain a car from Maryborough to Carlow at present? 

— Yes. 

3277. Is it a one-horse car? — ^Yes. 

327$. What is it from Maryborough to Kilkenny r — The contractor has the 
option of using a coach or car, as best suits him, provided be keeps his time. 

3279. What is the mileage you pay from Maiyborough to Carlow at present ? 

— We pay 300 Z. a year for the car from Maryborough to Bagualstown ; that car 
goes beyond Carlow, and goes on to Bagnalstown. 

3280. What is the mileage ? — I can calculate it ; about 'll. 10^. per mile per 
annum. 

3281. Bagnalstown is on the road from Carlow to Kilkenny ? — No ; it is not. 

32S2. Is it not one of the railway stations on the Waterford and. Kilkenny 

Railway ? — It is ; but it is not on the road to Kilkenny. 

3283. What distance is Bagnalstown from Kilkenny, by the coach road? — 

Speaking from memory, I think it is 11 miles. 

3284. That would he a portion of the new car conveyance which I suggest? — 

No ; it would not go through Bagnalstown. 

32S5. Is there not a communication now from Bagnalstown to Maryborough r 
— There is. 

3286. If you wanted to get the miiils from Kilkenny, would not Bagnalstown 
be very little out of your way ? — If we were making such a change as yon propose, 
our object would be to get to Kilkenny as quickly as we could, and we should go 
over the old mail-coach road from Carlow to Kilkenny, which did not go through 
Bagnalstown. Bagnalstown is a very small place, and it would be served by a 
foot messenger from Leigblinbridge, from which it is one mile distant. 

3287. Supposing you were to use the coach or car by continuing that car on 
to Kilkenny from Carlow, through Bagnalstown, or near to it, and to Thomastown. 
and Ross, would not the only new contract to be entered into, supposing you did 
away witli the Maryborough and Waterford car, be from Bagnalstown to Kilkenny, 

Thomastown and Ross ? — There would be no new contract touching Bagnalstown ; 
there would be a new contract from Carlow to Kilkenny, and there would be a 
new contract from Maryborough to Ballyraggett, through Abbeyleix. 

0.62. c c 4 3288. Why 
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3288. Why should there be a car to Ballyraggett ; could it not be served 
from Carlow ?— Ballyraggett is on the present line from Maryborough to Kil- 
kenny, and it is proposed to discontinue that line ; but we could not leave a 
town like Ballyraggett without any mails. 

3289. Could it not be served from Carlow like other places which are served 
in the same way, from other towns?— If we did that it would be a dearer 
arrangement; ^'3 should have to run a mail car from Carlow to Ballyraggett, 
and another from Maryborough to Abbeyleix. In point of fact, the mileage 
would in such case be higher than the present arrangement, and the accommoda- 
tion would be less. 

3290. Viscount Moncki\ Is there any mail communication now at night 
between Carlow and Kilkenny ? — None. 

3291. Supposing Mr. Scully’s proposal to be carried into effect, the present 
communication would still continue between Kilkenny and Waterford. Mr. Scully 
does not propose to get rid of that ?— I do not know whether he proposes to get 
rid of it or not. 

3292. Mr. F. Scully.'] You spoke of Ballyraggett ; does not the mail car from 
Thurles to Kilkenny go through Freshford? — It does. 

3293. How far is Freshford from Ballyraggett ? — We have never had any 
postal communication from Freshford to Ballyraggett, but 1 should think it is 
about five Irish miles. 

3294. It is not a very large place, I believe ?~No. 

3295. It could be served from Freshford, the same as other places are, by a 
foot messenger? — It could be served from Freshford, if the distance is as I 
presume, but it would be very much injured by being so served. 

3296. The additional contract (if you were to enter into a new contract for 
the conveyance of the mail from Dublin to Kilkenny, Thomastown and Ross, 
and supposing that you were to do away with the coach or car from Mary- 
borough), would be simply for about 1 1 miles to Kilkenny, and from Kilkenny 
to Thomastown and Ross ? — A new contract would have to be entered into the 
whole wav from Maryborough to Carlow and Kilkenny. 

3297. It does not go from Kilkenny to Bagnaistown at present? — No. 

3298. Then the additional contract would be for that distance? — I presume 
we are speaking of expense ; you would have to ruu a pair of horses at a fast 
pace from Maryborough to Carlow, and on to Kilkenny, instead of a one-horse 
car at seven miles an hour. 

3209. By the one-horse car which runs at present, at what time does this mail 
arrive at Bagnaistown ? — At 4.57 a. m. 

3300. That is about 1 1 miles from Kilkenny ? — It must be 12 . 

3301. That would arrive in Kilkenny before seven o’clock ?— Before seven. 

3302. So far as Kilkenny is concerned, it would practically be as useful as the 
way in which they are carried now?— By no means ; the letters are now delivered 
at seven ; the letters have to be sorted and sent out to Callan, Gowran and 
Goresbridge ; that occupies some time ; the delivery would be retarded till 

^^^3302. It might be made to arrive earlier at Kilkenny if you increased the pace ? 
— If you increase the pace, you might get round from Maryborough to Kilkenny 
in time to deliver at seven o’clock in the morning. 

3304. Can you inform the Committee what is the mileage you pay for that 

one-horse car from Maryborough to Bagnaistown? — I think it is 8/. _ 

3305. Are you quite certain that is a one-horse car ? — I am not quite certain 
that it is not worked by a pair of horses ; any contractor contracting to carry a 
mail by a one-horse car is allowed to use two if he pleases, or four. 

330b. But you only pay for one ? — We advertise for one, and if the contractor 
knows it would be cheaper for him to work the road with a pair of horses, as con- 
tractors occasionally do, he would put in his tender at a rate which would enable 
him to run a pair of horses ; but our practice for such mails is to have them 
conveyed under one-horse contracts ; Mr. Bianconi very constantly runs a pair 
of horses where he only contracts to run one. 

3307. Do you ever advertise for a two-horse contract ’ — We do occasionally. 

3308. But in the majority of cases it is for one horse ?— In the majority it is for 



one horse. 



3309. What 
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3309. What is the contract mileage you pay on the other line from Mary- 
borough to Waterford ? — We pay 950/. for the whole distance. 

3310. Do not you pay something in addition to that ? — No, I think we pay 
nothing in addition ; we convey guards, which cost an additional sum. 

3311. Do not you pay for two guards 269/. Is. 6d. and tolls 30/. 8^. 4d., the 
total sum being 1 ,245/. 17 s. 10</, ? — £.260 for guards ; it is stated that the tolls 
have ceased; but that conveyance is in no way under the surveyor of the dis- 
trict ; 260/. is certainly paid for the guards. 

321 2. Do you pay for the guards on the cars ? — Not on the car to Carlow ; 
but we should have to put a guard on if we ran the mail round from Carlow to 
Kilkenny and then to Thomastown, as you propose. 

3313. Do you do that on anyone-horse car in Ireland? — A one-horse car 
would not go at the pace at which you propose to run this car ; this car would 
have to run faster than the mail from Maryborough to Waterford ; we have cal- 
culated we could get over the ground at nearly nine miles an hour. 

3314. Why would you put on a guard; why make an e.xception in that 
case ? — Because it would carry very heavy bags, and because it would run at 
a very fast pace, and would be a pair-horse car ; the same ground would exist 
for putting a ^ard upon that car which now exists for putting a guard upon the 
car to Waterford ; for though we should not have the Waterford sack to carry, 
we should have the Carlow sack to carry as well as the others ; the car going 
away from Maryborough would carry as heavy a mail as that car now does, and 
any necessity which now exists for the mail guard would then exist. 

33^5- You convey the mails on other important lines in Ireland without any 
mail guard ; Clonmel for instance ? — Yes, but Clonmel is the only heavy bag 
that is conveyed upon that car. 

3316. You now pay 1,200/. a year for the coach and car ; if you were to give 
up that line you wotild have an additional contract to enter into from Bagnalstown 
to Ross and Kilkenny? — Not so ; we should have to make an additional contract 
the whole way ; there would be a contract for a conveyance from Maryborough 
to Waterford round by Carlow, because we could not break oif the communication 
between Thomastown and Waterford. 

3317. Then you would give up the communication from Maryborough to Bag- 
nalstown I suppose ? — Yes, the present car would be given up. 

• 3318. What is the present cost of that car? — £.300. 

3319. What would be the cost of the car from Maryborough to Ross? — 
There would be no contract from Maryborough to Ross, but from Maryborough 
to Waterford. 

3320. Why ? — Because it would be still necessary to maintain the communi- 
cation between Waterford and Kilkenny, and Waterford and Thomastown ; all 
the letters from Waterford to Ross, and Waterford to Wexford, are carried by 
that conveyance, 

3321. Did you not say, some time ago, that the letters would arrive from 
Waterford in Kilkenny as soon by the use of night-mail train from ^i'^aterford as 
at present ? — ■! did say so ; but still it will be seen that the communication will 
have to be kept up from Waterford to Thomastown, and again, Thomastown 
•would require to have a communication from Kilkenny, which is, I believe, a 
part of the suggested plan. 

3322. Is there not a day mail communication now between Waterford and 
Thomastown ? — Yes. 

33-23. Is Thomastown so very important a town, with respect to Waterford, as 
to require two mails? — No; but the communication between Waterford and 
Wexford must be preserved. All letters that go from Waterford to Wexford 
now go over this night mail-car line from Waterford to Thomastown ; they have 
to pass through Thomastown, and if that communication was interrupted, the 
communication from Waterford to Wexford would be interrupted. 

3324. Would not a car between Waterford and Ross be sufficient to keep uj) 
that communication? — A car from Waterford to Ross would be as expensive as 
maintaining a communication from Waterford to Thomastown- 

3325. Is there a daily communication between Waterford and Ross by car; 
does Mr. Bianconi’s car run from Waterford to Wexford by Ross? — There are 
communications from Waterford to Ross by steam-boat. 

0.62. D D 3326. And 
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- 4 -- Trollope, Esq. 3326. And by car ? — I am not aware of that ; but there is communication 
from Waterford to Ross by steam-boat. 

27 July 1855. 3327. Would the saving be very considerable between the expense of convey- 

ance from Maryborough to Ross by the w'ay I have mentioned and what it is 
at present? — 1 do not think a shilling would be saved, I think that my evidence 
goes to show that there would not be. 

3328. You conceive there would be no saving in having one line entirely 
abolished ?— One line would not be entirely abolished ; my opinion is, that the 
whole line from Maryborough to Waterford must be maintained ; the difference 
would be, that that line would pass round by Carlow instead of going by the 
direct route by Abbeyleix, and that a conveyance running at such a pace as 
would be necessary to get into \Vaterford at the present hour would cost so 
much, that nothing would be saved ; indeed I do not see what the saving could 
be, and my strong opinion is, that it would be more expensive. 

3329. Do you mean to tell me that it would cost more than the present price 
you pay for the car from Waterford to Maryborough through Kilkenny, which is 
1,200 1 . a year?—! mean to express a very strong opinion that it certainly would 
cost as much, and I think that, if anything, it would cost more ; the pace would 
be faster than the present pace, and the distance which the car would run from 
Maryborough to Waterford would be considerably greater than the distance 
which the car now runs from Maryborough to Waterford. We should have to 
supply a one-horse car from Maryborough, at any rate, to Abbeyleix, and probably 
to Ballyragget, instead of the present one-horse car from Maryborough to 
Carlow. 

3330. You pay 8 L per mile at present ; what would be the increased cost 
per mile for the additional speed you speak of? — That depends upon the speed 
required, and the nature of the conveyance. 

3331. You go seven miles an hour by the one-horse car now ; suppose you go 
nine miles an hour, what would it cost? — No contractor who knew anything of 
his business would attempt to work nine miles an hour with one horse, nor should 
we ever make a contract for one horse at nine miles an hour. 

3332. What do you pay in the contracts now existing for the pace of nine 
miles an hour ? — We can give no fixed sum ; it depends always upon the circum- 
stances of the case, whether there is any traffic, and whether it is night or day 
work ; but 1 should think that for such work as that we might pay 10 /. 10 s. 
the double mile. 

3333. 'i'hat is 2 L per mile more than at present ? — Yes ; 2 /. 10 s. 

3334. What is the distance from Maryborough to Waterford? — Sixty miles 
five furlongs. 

3335 ‘ What is the mileage you pay at present ? — -We pay 950 1 . 

3336. V'hich amounts to 1,200/., including guards, who might be saved upon 
the other line ? — The guards could not be saved upon the other line ; the guards 
would be wanted as much upon the other line as they would be upon this, there 
being, practically, no difference in the service whatever ; the bags would be as 
heavy, and the pace would be somewhat faster, and if a guard be necessary now, 
a guard would be necessary then. 

3337. You must be paying either a great deal too little upon the road from 
Maryborough to Bagnalstown, or you must be paying a great deal too much 
upon the road from Maryborough to Waterford? — I cannot say that, because 
upon the road from Maryborough to Bagnalstown, slow pace is sufficient, and 
the bags being light, the driver is able to take charge of them. 

3338- With respect to the use of the railway from Waterford to Limerick as it 
would affect towns beyond Waterford, for instance, Dunmore and Tramore, and 
places upon the Great, Southern and Western line, such as Cashel; I asked 
a question of Mr. Kennedy as to the delivery of letters which left Dunmore or 
Tramore for Golden, a sub-post from Cashel, and in your answer upon a 
former day you alluded to the arrival of the letters in Cashel ; whereas I asked 
Mr. Kennedy as to the arrival of letters at Golden ; I think he stated that the 
arrival at Golden would not be until the second day after the dispatch from 
Tramore ? — A letter posted at Tramore on the Monday would reach Golden on 
the Wednesday morning. 

3339. But the answer you gave was that it would arrive on Tuesday ? — I gave 
no such answer. 

3340. You 
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3340. You were asked upon the subject by Mr. Wilson ? — If you refer to 
Mr. Wilson’s question to me, I think you will find he asked no question with 
respect to Golden. 

3341. But Mr. Kennedy’s answer was with respect to Golden.?— I do not 
doubt it, but I think you will find that ray answer was as to Cashel. 

3342. Then Mr. Wilson did not understand the question I had put, because 
it was with respect to Golden? — I think it will be seen with reference to Mr. 
Kennedy’s evidence, that Mr. Kennedy is reported to have said that a letter 
posted at Tramore on Monday did not reach Cashel till Wednesday ; he may 
Lave also given evidence as to Golden, but I think on reference to his evidence 
it will be found that the other also was stated. 

3343- I will read the answer which Mr. Kennedy gave ; he is asked, “ You 
are acquainted with Cashel, and the neighbourhood of Cashel, I believe ? Yes. 
— At present, what is the time it takes to convey a letter from Tramore to 
Golden, in the neighbourhood of Cashel? I should say to Golden a letter 
posted in Tramore during the day would reach and be delivered in Golden 
the second morning by. the day mail from Dublin ; it would travel to Dublin, 
go clown by the day mail to Cashel, be there all night, and be delivered in 
Golden the second day. — That is 45 miles? Yes. — And railway nearly the 
whole way ? Yes.” Mr. Wilson asked you a question as to its arrival in Cashel ; 
I wish to know whether as to its arrival in Golden, Mr. Kennedy’s evidence is 
not^substanrially correct ? — Mr. Wilson Kennedy’s answer to Question 1292 is 
perfectly correct. 

3344. Mr. Grogan.] Mr. Scully was questioning you about the advantage to 
be derived from the establishment of a night train by railw'ay from Limerick to 
Waterford, and vice versa ; I understood you to say that such a train would be of 
great advantage and convenience to all the towns along the line, and southward 
of it, in the delivery of their letters?— I think what 1 said was that the city of 
Waterford would receive great accommodation as regards its correspondence with 
all those towns, not that those towns would receive any accommodation. 

3345. Would not the accommodation be proportionate and reciprocal ? — To a 
certain extent, it would be reciprocal, but by no means proportionate. I think it 
will be easily seen that if Waterford received all its letters from Limerick, Cork, 
and Clonmel, by a morning delivery, instead of an evening delivery, the extra 
accommodation would be considerable to Waterford; whereas the extra accom- 
modation to Limerick of having letters posted at Waterford, say two hours later 
than at present, wouldnot be considerable to Limerick, certainly. In. point of fact 
the merchants at Limerick, and the persons resident there might very probably 
never ascertain that such a. change had been made, it could affect them so little ; 
whereas in Waterford it could not be made without affecting very many persons 
in the town. 

3346. You said that the people of Limerick would not derive a reoipiocal 
advantage, as they would only gain two hours in the dispatch, which in your 
judgment was not of importance? — I said they would only gain the advantage of 
having letters for them dispatched from Waterford, say, two hours later. 

3347. How would it be only two hours later ? — I said “ say two hours later;” 
there seems to be some doubt at what hour the mail train would leave Waterford. 
Mr. Wilson proposed half-past five. A calculation is made, I perceive, that tiie 
train would leave at nine. If it left at nine it would be four hours and half later. 

3348. With respect to Mr, Wilson’s hypothesis of using the present day train 
at baif-past five from W^aterford, does that go to Limerick r — No. 

3349* Wilson’s question, with reference to that train, in any manner 

apply to Limerick? — It certainly did, because the letters which would, under such 
circumstances, leave Waterford at half past five, would arrive in Limerick at the 
same hour that letters arrive which now leave Waterford at half-past four, and 
therefore it would affect Limerick. 

3350* Does that train which leaves Waterford at half-past five go beyond 
Clonmel ?— I believe not. 

33,51. Then how could it apply to Limerick? — It would apply to Limerick in 
this way; the dispatch from Clonmel to Limerick now takes place at 8.45 p. m,, 
and tlie train which V'ould leave Waterford at half-past five could get into Clon- 
mel iu time for that dispatch, and therefore those letters would go on from 
Clonmel to Limerick at the same time they now go on. 

o.b2, D D 2 3352. You 
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A. Trollope, Esq. 3352. You seem to be in doubt as to the hour at which the night-mail train 

leaving Waterford for Limerick would probably be dispatched, but we will argue 

27 July 1855. upon the supposition that the night-mail train leaves Waterford time enough to 
catch the down mail from Dublin at the junction? — That was the calculation I 
made. 

3353- What would be the gain to the merchants of Waterford in the dispatch 
of their letters, if such a train were used? — If that train travelled at the average 
pace at which trains over that line do now travel, the Dublin mail would be 
dispatched at 9 p.m. instead of 7.21 p. m., and therefore in that dispatch a 
gain would accrue of one hour and forty minutes ; the gain in the dispatch to 
Limerick and Cork would be four hours and a half. 

3354. We will take a letter dispatched now at 7.20 to Dublin and going to 
Limerick? — It does not go to Limerick at 7.20 ; the dispatch to Dublin is at 
7.20, and to Limerick at 4.80, if you mean the direct dispatch to those places. 

3355. I am taking the night mail? — There is a dispatch to Limerick by the 
night mail, vid Dublin, at 7.21. 

3356. Begin at half-past four first ; the direct night mail from Waterford to 
Limerick arrives at Limerick at what time? — Three a.m. 

3357. And at what lime does a letter dispatched by the 7.21 mail, via Mary- 
borough, get to Limerick? — 12.25 p.m. ; in the middle of the day. 

3358. The middle of the next day ? — Yes. 

3359. If the night mail, as we assumed, were run on the railway at 9 o’clock, 
what would be the time of arrival of letters sent by that mail in Limerick ? — 
Those letters would arrive in Limerick at 3 a.m., in time for delivery at 7 a.m., 
instead of the middle of the day. 

3360. Embracing the important hours of business ? — Embracing the important 
hours of business. 

3361 . At what time would the delivery of letters arriving in Limerick at half- 
past 12 be completed? — The delivery in Limerick is long; it would not be 
completed, I should think, till 3.15 or 3.20. 

3362. That is after the closing of the banking-houses? — I am giving the per- 
fect completion of the delivery. I am not prepared to say that the delivery 
would not be completed before the banking hours were finislied. 

33^3- I’o 3'11 intents and purposes, therefore, letters dispatched in that way 
by a nine o'clock train from Waterford would gain au entire day for business 
objects ? — No, I do not think that is a fair way of patting it. I have said that 
all the letters might not be delivered, and probably some letters would not be 
delivered in the outskirts of the town till after three o’clock ; but no doubt the 
great bulk of the letters, and I may say all the business letters, would be deli- 
vered a great deal before that, because the delivery would begin at one. 

3364. I think we have shown that in the case of the night mail being 
dispatched at nine o’clock direct to Limerick, the letters for business and 
banking purposes would nearly gain, as between those towns, an entire day ? — 
You have shown that, as regards the letters which would be posted between four 
o’clock in the afternoon and eight o’clock in the evening. 

3365. Dispatched at nine? — That is to say, presuming the trains ran at the 
present pace. Since I gave that answer I have been informed that an intimation 
has been made by the company that they would do the work for 2 s. 3 c?. a mile, 
but that the offer was made conditionally on a low rate of speed. 

3366. 1 did not ask anything about the pace? — But the hour of dispatch de- 
pends upon the pace. 

3367. What is the distance between Waterford and the junction? — The 
company will require three hours and a half to do the work ; at least so it is 
understood. 

3368. And twelve o'clock at night is the time at which they must catch the 
trains at the junction ? — They must be at the junction, I think, something before 
that; they must be at the junction at ten minutes before twelve. 

3369. That would require the dispatch from Waterford at half past eight 
instead of nine, as was supposed ? — At 8.20 ; that would give up to 7.40 to post 
letters. 

3370. At present they must be posted at what hour ?— At four ; therefore it 
would give the people in Waterford an additional three hours and forty minutes 
to post their letters. 
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337^- Now take the line at the other end ; begin from Limerick, and assume 
that the night mail be put on, and the correspondence from Limerick to Water- 
ford meeting at the junction at twelve o’clock, what alteration would that make ; 
in the first place, at what hour would those letters arrive in Waterford r — They 
■would arrive in Waterford in time to be delivered at seven o’clock in the 
morning. 

3372. Which was the first delivery of letters, until very recently ? — That is 
-the first delivery of letters in Waterford at present; the letters would fall in for 
•the first delivery. 

3373* At what time are letters coming direct from Limerick to Waterford 
now dispatched from Limerick?— At 9-15 p.m. from Limerick. 

3374. And at what time, supposing the night-mail train should be used direct, 
would they be dispatched ? — About 10.35. 

.3.375- Then there would be a slight gain in the dispatch? — I do not think 
-that would be a gain for the town ; I think the dispatch at 9. 1 5- is as good as the 
•other. 

3376- Take the case of letters posted at Waterford for Cork ; they now leave 
Waterford at half-past four ? — Yes. 

3377. And arrive in Cork, when? — In time for the delivery at seven the next 
^morning. 

3378. Are any of the letters for Cork ever dispatched by the Dublin mail from 
Waterford ? — In the same way that letters are dispatched via Dublin, for 
Limerick ; they are dispatched via Dublin for Cork. 

3379. Tijat is, those posted too late for the first dispatch ? — Those posted too 
late for the first dispatch go up to Dublin and come down to Cork by the day 
'.mail. 

33S0. And when do they arrive in Cork ? — At three o’clock in the afternoon. 

3381. I suppose the delivery of those would be completed about half-past 
four ? — Not so soon as that ; the delivery at Cork is very long, and would not 
Le completed before half-past five or six. 

3382. Then a letter of that kind which should chance to he late in Waterford 
for the four o’clock dispatch going to Cork, must of necessity be nearly a day 
late for business purposes ? — Those letters would not be delivered in Cork, under 
.any circumstances, in time for banking hours. 

3383. Now, take the delivery from Cork to Waterford, assuming the employ- 
ment of the night-mail train meeting at the junction 1 — The dispatch from 
•Cork would not be altered from what it is at present, which is 10.15 p.m. 

3384. When would it arrive in Waterford? — In time for the first delivery, 
now it arrives in time for the second delivery ; those letters to which we are 
jiow alluding are the letters which have been stated in evidence as being those 
which would be improved by the proposed acceleration. 

3385. The first delivery is completed now in Waterford by what time ? — The 
letter-carriers go out on their second delivery immediately on the completion of 
their first delivery, and I find that the average dispatch is about ten minutes 
before nine. 

3386. At what time does the day mail to Dublin start from Waterford ? — 
At 11.45. 

3387. By what time must a letter be posted for that ? — 11.15. 

3388. The first delivery is completed in Waterford about nine o’clock : — Say 
.a little before nine. The second delivery begins at nine. Nine is the latest hour 
at which it begins, therefore the first delivery is completed a little before nine. 

3389. That would afford a merchant, who might have occasion to do it in a 
hurried manner, an opportunity to communicate with his Dublin correspondent 
on the business with respect to which he had received intelligence from Cork that 
morning ? — He might do so at present. 

3390. If it arrived in time for the first delivery? — ’No, if it arrived by the 
second delivery, even. 

3391. When is the second delivery completed? — A man living at the last 
house in the delivery could do so. The deliveries in Waterford do not take 
very long. The first delivery takes an hour and 40 minutes, and I suppose the 
second delivery takes the same time; therefore, beginning at nine, it would be 
over at 10.40. Even in that case a letter received at the completion of the deli- 
very might be answered, because that delivery which begins at nine would be 
over at 10.40, and the dispatch is at 11.45 ; and therefore the possibility exists, 
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though I should think it is very rarely taken advantage of ; it amounts only to a 
possibility. 

3392. Is 11.15 the hour at which the mail leaves the post-office? — No,. 
11 . 45 . 

3393. 11.15 is when the post-office closes? — Yes. 

3394. There can be no doubt that if a letter were received in Waterford from 
Cork' by the first delivery, there would be an opportunity of answering it; but 
by the second delivery it is barely possible ?— That is a way of putting it ; the 
early delivery would be an undoubted gain ; but the amount of correspondence 
with Dublin, which springs out of letters from Cork, must be very small. 

3395. It would be a gain? — Yes. 

3396. I have been asking some questions as to the advantages which would 
accrue from the establishment of a direct night mail from Limerick to Waterford, 
and vice versa. I understood you to say, that in the views of the Post-office in 
regard to establishing any of those new modes of communication there, were two 
elements; that the first and important consideration was the convenience and 
accommodation of the public, and that the second would be the cost ? — I do not 
think I put it in that manner, but if I did, ]>erhaps you will refer to the questions 
and answers; I have read through the evidence, and do not remember it. 

3397. I am alluding to your evidence of this morning ? — I do not think I 
said so, because I could never have intended to say that the expense was so 
secondary, that it bore no proportion to the public advantage. If the public 
advantage derived from an early mail could be proved to be of any greatness, the 
Post-office, without higher orders than the Post-office is able to give, could not 
incur an expense altogether out of proportion to it. 

3398. You must not understand me as meaning to convey that in your answer 
the word “ secondary,” was meant to be used in a large sense, but that your first 
consideration was the accommodation of a town, and that you would not refuse 
railway accommodation to a town where the expense was found not to be out 
of proportion large ; that was the meaning? — Of course, if any application for 
increased accommodation is made to us, we consider both the advantage to tiie 
public, and the expense which it would involve; I cannot say wliicl) would be 
the first or the second consideration, because they form part of one consideration ; 
they are coupled together, and are made to balance. 

3399. You have stated to Viscount Monck, that the expense of establishing 
such a night-mail communication as we have been discussing, would run away 
with the whole surplus revenue of Ireland? — I said, I think, that Mr. Hill had 
made such a statement. 

3400. What do you say yourself upon that subject ? — I do not know what 
the surplus revenue of Ireland is ; I think Mr. Hitl stated it, and I think in my 
evidence 1 said that that statement had been made by Mr. Hill. 

3401. Am 1 to take it that your answer merely has reference to Mr. Hill’s 
statement?' — Merely as intimating that any statement made by Mr. Hill upon 
that matter must be correct, and that I should be guided by it. 

3402. Of course in that sense of the word, 1 am also to take your answer 
and Mr. Mill’s with the glossary he has put upon it, that it is almost impossible 
to draw any correct conclusion as to the cost of these changes ; that he could 
not divide the expense ?— Upon any matter of that description, I should think 
Mr. Mill should guide you, and not any evidence which 1 give. 

3403. Then you are not giving specific evidence yourself, but are only referring 
to Mr. Mill’s answers ?~Exactly ; I am giving no specific evidence as to the 
whole postal revenue of Ireland. May I correct an error which I made ; we 
were speaking with reference to the arrival of the day mail at Limerick; there 
is a clerical error in the paper which I have had drawn out ; I said that the 
arrival was at 12 . 25 , whereas the arrival of the day mail at Limerick is 1.55 ; 
therefore the deduction is, that letters could not be delivered in time for banking 
hours. 

3404. That is letters posted late in Waterford ? — Speaking of letters whicli 
circulate from Waterford via Dublin to Limerick, it goes to show that thuse- 
letters could not be delivered in time for banking hours. 

3405. We have clearly established this fact, that supposing a night-maii 
communication established from Waterford to Limerick and vice versa, letters 
posted at Waterford for Limerick would gain for business purposes a day, but. 

that 
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that in return there would he no great gain in the way of dispatch? — A letter 
posted between 4 p.m. at Waterford, and the hour of dispatch by the night- 
mail train, would for banking purposes gain a day in Limerick. 

3ito6. And a considerable additional time for posting their letters in Water- 
ford? That is the same thing; the information I gave as regards Waterford 
and Cork I gave correctly. 

3407. As between Waterford and Cork, a letter posted at Cork for Water- 
ford would, by the use of the supposed night mail, gain considerably in its 
•delivery in Waterford ?— A letter posted at Waterford for Cork at the same 
hour as that to which we were alluding as to letters posted for Limerick, would 
gam the same advantage in Cork as the letters would gain in Limerick. 

3408. An entire day, and the return letter from Cork, on its arrival in Water- 
ford, would be delivered in time to enable a merchant to write to his corre- 
spondent in Dublin by the day mail to Dublin, which by the present arrange- 
ment could not be done ? — No ; I think we saw that it could be done, but it 
would he done with more facility by the use of the proposed mail. 

3409- With regard to sub-post towns served from Waterford, {hey would be 
advantaged in very much the same proportion, or even a greater proportion?— 
Yes, they would be advantaged either in the same proportion or in a greater 
proportion. ° 

3410. The sub-towns served from towns on the line between Waterford and 
Limerick would also gain t — No ; none of the sub-towns served from towns on 
the line would gain anything like so great an advantage. A letter for Passage 
would gain 24 hours, whereas a letter for Portlaw, a sub-office under Garrick 
would not. 

341 1. A letter from Cork for Passage would gain 24 hours in delivery? — Yes. 

3412. And how many hours in dispatch, that is to say, in the time at which it 
would be necessary to post the letters ? — A letter now posted at Passage for Cork 
goes to Dublin, and reaches Cork by the day mail at 3 p.m, ; whereas it would 
reach Cork at 2 a.m. by the night mail. 

34 * 3 ' It would gain an entire day? — It would gain the difference between a 
delivery at 7 a.m. and a delivery at half-past 3 p.m. 

3414. What would be the case of Tramore; I presume the gain, with respect 
to a letter from Cork to Tramore, would be equivalent to the gain in a letter for 
Waterford I was not enabled to speak positively as to the Tramore mail before, 
but I have received a communication since. If the night-mail train leaving 
Waterford at 8.20 p.m. were to run, the departure from Tramore might be by 
the train which leaves that place at 6.30 p.m., and now the mail leaves Tramore 
by train at 4.30 p. m. 

3415. But that mail now leaving at 4.30 is too late for the 4.30 dispatch from 
Waterford, of course ?— It is. 

3416. Is Passage the place where the ships stop? — Passage is a place down 
the river from Waterford, where some ships lie, but the shipping there is very 
trifling. 

341 7_. That in fact is the place from which the captains would send notice of 
their arival ? — I think practically the captains do all their business in Waterford ; 
they come up at once, 

341 8. I think you stated that a letter posted in Youghal before half-past four 
for Waterford, would go through Cork ?— It is posted at Youghal at 5 p.m., and 
circulates to W'aterford by Cork. 

3,^119. It comes into Waterford in time for the present second delivery? It 

comes into Waterford for the present second delivery. 

3420. And would under the proposed arrangement come in for the first 
delivery ? — And would under the proposed arrangement come in for the first 
delivery. 

3421. Now that letter goes from Youghal to Cprk; is it sorted there? — It goes 
from Youghal to Cork, and is sorted there. 

3422. Where does it go from there? — It goes from Cork, up the line of rail- 
way to Goold’s Cross. 

3423. I understood you to say it went to Mallow? — No, not a letter from 
Youghal ; a letter from Fermoy or Tallow goes to Mallow, but not a letter from 
Youghal ; that goes to Cork and up the line to Goold’s Cross. 

3424. Is Mallow a sorting office for any letters except those for itself.^ — Yes, 
a letter going from Cork to Tralee would be sorted at Mallow. 
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A. Trollope, Esq. 3425. But not going to Clonmel ?— No, a letter going from Cork to ClonmeF 

would not be sorted in Mallow. We were talking of Youghal and Fermoy one- 

27 July 1855. after the other ; Fermoy letters would be sorted at Mallow. 

3426. Has any proposal ever been made, or has it ever been in the contem- 
plation of the Post-office to submit a proposal to the railways to take the mail' 
by railway, and on what terms ?— I do not think a proposal of that kind was ever 
submitted to this railway ; but Mr. Page will give you much better evidence 
than I can on that subject. 

3427. Mr. Scully asked you several questions with regard to the mail-cav 
from Waterford to Maryborough, proposing to send it round by Carlow instead 
of by its present route ; you are of opinion that there would be no saving of 
expense, and that there would be a loss of time in that way ? — Yes. 

3428. The railway from Cork to Dublin is at present under contract with the 
Post-office? — It is. 

3429. Any increased number of bags sent by day or night upon that line wilP 
not, therefore, increase their expense? — No; any number of bags sent by the 
existing mail trains will not increase the expense. 

3430. You stated in one of your answers that, in some degree, the objection- 
of the Post-office to give this increased railway accommodation arose from the 
very heavy sum you were obliged to pay the railway for the service of the mails ? 
— I did say that we paid a very heavy sum for the service of the mails ; but I do 
not know that T said that the heavy sum we paid one railway prevented us from 
paying to another. 

3431. You alluded to the sum which the Post-office were compelled by 
arbitration to pay to the Cork Railway for the service of the Post-office ? — 
Yes. 

3432. Why do you use the word “compelled’’? — Because we came to no 
agreement with the company; we submitted the matter to arbitration, and, 
having so submitted it, we were compelled, if we used the line, to pay the sum- 
awarded. 

3433- When was that ? — Mr. Page will tell you, and give you any information 
upon that subject which you want. 

3434. Did you hear Mr. Hill’s evidence that your contract or contracts were 
made for a period of three years with those companies, and that any alteratiom 
of them as to the time of dispatch of the mails as well as other matters would 
depend upon their termination r — I have no positive knowledge of my own as-- 
to the nature of the contracts entered into between the Post-office and the rail- 
way companies for carr}dng trunk mails ; it does not come under mv notice or' 
my surveillance at all. 

3435* Therefore you are not yourself personally cognisant of these transac- 
tions ; if it should appear that this arrangement between the Post-office and this 
particular railway was altogether a voluntary one, the words “ compelled to 
give by arbitration” would not apply? — if it should appear that the arrange- 
ment on the part of the Post-office was so far a voluntaiy one that we were able 
to use cheaper trains, of course it would not apply ; but it is clear we are not able 
to get cheaper trains, and therefore, of course, it does apply. 

3436. Would you consider that any arrangement which a party voluntarily' 
enters into, even though he cannot get it on better terms, is a compulsory 
arrangement? — If I am obliged to buy an article, and I buy it at the cheapest 
price at which I can get it, it is compulsory upon me to give that price. 

3437. If there is no other article such as you want to he had ? — If I cannot 
get the article I want at a cheaper price it is compulsory ; in this case there is- 
none other to he had ; the only article in the market is the one going from 
Dublin to Cork. 

3438. In those districts where trains run alongside the road you have used/ 
other means of comninnication ; consequently there are other articles to be had 
in this particular district besides the railway ? — But they are articles of a very- 
different description ; I believe the Committee think they are of a very different 
description indeed. 

3439. You are aware of the increased accommodation which this railway has 
given the Post-office authorities recently by means of the travelling post-office ? 
— Yes. 

3440. Are you aware' that in the event of an arbitration having taken place 
between those two bodies, the Post-office and the railway, there would have been- 

a demand 
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a demand for an increase of payment upon the part of the railway for that 
accommodation ? — No ; I think there would have been no increased demand, 
and no decreased payment 

344]. Then the present arrangement under this award was a voluntary 
arrangement between the tw'o parties ? — The arrangement under which the 
extra accommodation by means of the travelling post-office is afforded, is a 
purely voluntary arrangement. 

3442. Of course you were connected with the Post-office at the time this 
arrangement was made originally? — Yes. 

3443. Were you sub-surveyor of the district at the time ? — I was. That is, at 
the time the railway was first used. 

3444. I presume you were consulted by the Post-office as to the arrangement 
for that accommodation ? — Yes ; I drew up the reports which were to be sub- 
mitted to the Postmaster -general, showing the different amounts of accommo- 
dation which that use of the railway would give to all the different towns, but 
not as to cost. 

3445. Is it within your knowledge that the Post-office authorities, when sub- 
mitting this question to arbitration, brought forward the best evidence, and the 
ablest advocate to support their case before the umpire ? — I do not know at all 
what steps the Post-office took. 

3446. Have you any doubt whatever that they did so ? — I do not know at all 
what was done, but I have no doubt that the best steps were taken ; but as to 
what the steps were which were taken I am perfectly ignorant. 

3447. From the remarks which were made in this room by Mr. Hill and 
others, the Post-office authorities appear to consider the present price of 4^. Qd. 
a mile for the night mail as very exorbitant ? — I think any questions about 
that had better be asked of Mr. Page ; I had nothing to do with it j I should not 
be consulted in any way, nor v'ould the surveyor of the district, as to the price 
which should be paid, or the price at which the mails should be worked. 

3448. Mr. Fletcher submitted a proposition to you for the working of a night 
mail between Dublin and Waterford; and I wish to call your attention to 
Question and Answer 2844, in your evidence, as to that ? — I have got it. 

3449. Mr. Fletcher’s proposal to you was for working the night mail between 
Dublin and Waterford all through by the rails, instead of by the present mode ? 
— It was. 

3450. He stated that the expenditure at present incurred by the Post-office 
for that service would, with a slight addition, be equivalent for making an 
arrangement of that kind ? — I think he expressed that opinion. 

34.51. Yon seem to doubt it very much in your answer, as given in 2844? — 
I do doubt it very much. 

3452. You stated, in answer to Mr. Scully, that the sum which you pay 
Mr. Bianconi for that mail-car is about 8 1. per annum per mile ? — Not 
to Mr. Bianconi. Do you mean the Carlow car ? 

3453. The car between Waterford and Maryborough ? — No ; the 8 /. per mile 
per annum was the sum paid for the car from Maryborough to Carlow, and to 
Bagenalstown. 

3454. What is the sum paid per mile for the car from Maryborough to 
Waterford ?^ — I think it is about 15 a mile. 

3455. We may take that as the average, running over the entire distance ? — Yes. 

3456. You pay the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway, which runs alongside 
the road traversed by that car, at present the sum of 6 d. per mile for the day 
mail ? — We pay the sum of 485 1., that being at the rate of 6 i/. a mile for the 
day mail. 

3457. If they ran a train to suit the hour of the present dispatch of the mail 
from Waterford at 1 a mile, and you were able to remove thereby the existing 
car, would not that very much work out Mr. Fletcher’s calculation? — No; it 
would be very far from working out Mr. Fletcher’s calculation. If we were to 
pay them at the rate of 1 ^. a mile, instead of 6 d., we should pay them 030 1. a 
year for carrying the mail from Waterford to Kilkenny and back ; at present we 
pay 950 1., which is 20 1. more, for carrying the mail from Waterford to Mary- 
borough and back. If we were to adopt Mr. Fletcher’s proposition, we should 
have, besides paying to his company the sum of 930 1., to pay some sum for the 
conveyance of the mails from Kilkenny to Carlow, over that line which is called 
the South Eastern, and we should have to pay some further sum for the 
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conveyance of the night mail from Carlow to Kildare over that line; and 
therefore the sum whicli we should have to pay to Mr. Fletcher’s line would be 
but a small proportion of the sum we should have to pay for the whole work. 

3458. Take it from Dublin to Kildare ; what extra expense would be entailed 
U;[>-on the Post-office by running the night mail wliich leaves Dublin at half-past 
seven, with the Waterford letters, as I believe they go at present to Kildai-e by 
that train ? — None. 

3459. ,It arrives at Kildare at what hour r — At 8.50 p. m. 

3460. Do you consider a train running at that hour a day -or a night train, 
according to Post-office calculation ? — That train is a night train ; but if a train 
ceased to run at 8.50, it would be a day train. 

3461. Then we will take it up to 8.50 at Kildare ; what time would that train 
m due course reach Carlow? — In 54 minutes; that would be at 9.44. ' 

3462. Would you call that a night or a day train ? — I would call a train 
ceasing to run at that hour a day train. 

3463. You pay a day service to that company r — We do pay to that company 
at a certain rate for day service. 

3464. One shilling a mile ? — One shilling a mile. 

3465. Therefore I have brought you down now from Dublin to Carlow, which 
would be a day train in reality, without any extra expense .? — T think not. 

3466. From Dublin to Kildare what extra expenditure would be imposed upon 
the Post-office by dispatching letters by the half-past seven train ? — None. 

3467. From Kildare to Carlow, what extra expense would be incurred r — If 
the company agreed to run at this hour for 1^. a mile, or for the same price 
as we now pay for the day mail, which goes over that line in the morning, 
it would amount to a considerable sum per annum; between 900/. and 
1 , 000 /. 

3468. To ran the train from Kildare to Carlow? — Yes ; with a mail timed at 
Kildare to suit the present arrival of the night mail from Dublin. 

.3469. That is, if the company charged you at the rate of 4 6 d. a mile? — 
No, if they only charged us at the rate of 1.?. a mile. 

3470. You have stated, that according to the Post-office calculation, a train 
starting at the time I speak of, and running to Kildare, would be a day train ? — 
I have made no calculation that the company would carry mails at that hour at 
the rate at which they at present carry the day mail ; I have made no calcula- 
tion ; I am of opinion they would refuse to do so. 

347:1. I asked as to the train arriving in Cai'low at 9.45, would you in Post- 
office estimation consider that a day or a night train, and you said you would 
consider it a day train ? — I said, in my own estimation, I would consider a tr ain 
running at that hour a day train, hut I do not think anybody employed by the 
Post-office as referee in such a case would consider that the company should be 
bound to carry the mail at that hour at the same rate as they do now the day 
mails. 

3472. Are 3'ou not of opinion that it is going beyond your province to calcu- 
late what would be the estimate of a referee ^ — 1 "think it is what I am obliged 
to do to meet your question. 

3473- I 2,sk whether, in your estimation, a train arriving at Carlow at 9.44 
would be considered a day or a night train? — I should say it was a train running 
during what are commonly called day hours. 

3474. Mr. Liddell.'] Have you any precise definition in the Post-office of what 
is and what is not a day train? — We have a very precise definition of what is 
and what is not a day mail, but no definition of what is or what is not a day train ; 
day mails very often travel by night, and night mails very often travel by day. 

3475- What is the latest hour in the night that the day mail may arrive ; may 
it be at any hour ? — I think I had better explain what the Post-office mean by 
night and day mails; those mails are always intended to express mails running 
from the metropolis, and not cross mails ; we never call cross mails, as a gener^ 
rule, day or night mails ; those terms are applied to mails running to and from 
the metropolis. From every metropolis there is a mail running out at night 
after the business of the day is over; from Dublin it goes at 7 p.m., and from 
London it goes at 8 p. m. ; that is called a night mail, and that term is carried 
through as far as that mail goes, and it may, therefore, clearly be seen, that when 
the London night mail gets into Scotland, "that night mail is travelling during the 
day. The day mails in the same way are so called, because they leave the 
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metropolis early in the morning, and, therefore, a day mail which leaves London 
early in the morning will be travelling in Scotland during the night. 

.^476. Mr. Barrow.\ Then your answer, with respect, to the cost to Kildare, 
arose from the circumstance, tiiat your arrangement with tins railway is to pay 
a certain sum for trains running at the postal hour? — Exactly; but 'the Com- 
mittee should bear in mind, that some time ago we were positively paying to- that 
company 4^. 6tZ'. a single mile for trains running at those very hours ; and if this 
mail from Kildare to Carlow were run by the railway in the way suggested, and 
at the time suggested, we should pay the same price as for the conveyance of the 
mail to Cork. 

_3477- Grogan."] When the Post-office authorities were satisfied to pay 
this sum- of ‘is. Qd. a mile for the conveyance of the mail from Kildare to 
Carlow, are you at all surprised that the company were willing to take it? — Not 
at all but the Post-office authorities were very unwilling to pay it. 

347S. Have you recently entered into a new contract with the company, or is 
it only provisional arrangement? — There is no new contract. 

3479. Does any contract at present exist with the company ? — I believe not ; 
it seems that the arrangements made under arbitration are not contracts, 

_ 3480. Will you be surprised if I tell you, that if a contract were entered into 
■with that company at their- present prices, and for the present postal accommo- 
dations, they are willing to give mails by any other branch line belonging to 
them for no extra charge r — I should not be surprised if they were willing to 
do sc. 

3.48?. Then you will assume for argument’s sake that the price now paid to 
this particular company is the price mentioned by Mr. Hill, which I think was 
32-, 000 1 . a year, and that this company is willing to enter into a contract with the 
Post-office authorities to give them all the present facilities, and also to carry 
the mails on the branch lines without any additional remuneration ? — It may be 
that the company would be very glad to bind down the Post-office to pay them 
that sum if the Post-office be not bound, but I am really at sea in answering 
questions relative to the rate of pay to those companies. 

3482. You stated to me that with regard to the service of the Cork to Dublin, 
the Post-office really had no choice ; that there was only one article in the 
market ? — Yes, I said so. 

3483. And you have also stated as being positive that the Post-office have not 
considered it either necessary or useful to re-opeii the present arbitration, by 
holding a fresh arbitration ? — It seems they have not done so yet. 

3484. What objection therefore under the circumstances can the Post-office 
reasonably entertain to making a contract with this company, if they are to get 
the advantages of running on the branch lines for nothing ? — I cannot answer 
for what the views of the department might be upon such a matter; it may be 
that the Postmaster-general is of opinion that he could now get much lower 
terms than 4^. 66?. a mile, by arbitration, and it may be his intention to go to 
ai-bitration. 

3485. If that he his impression, do not you think it is his duty as a public 
officer to try it by arbitration ? — Certainly it will be his duty to do so at the period 
when he thinks it can be done availably. 

3486. I was endeavouring, before I put that question to you as to obtaining 
the service of the branch lines for nothing, to show you that according to my 
estimation you could bring the mails down to Carlow without any additional 
expenditure ? — I do not think even if they would do it for nothing that your 
position is proved, because it would be very clear that they would be carrying 
the night mail from Kildare to Carlo-w for nothing in order to induce the Post- 
master-general to continue to pay 4^. 6<:^. a mile for the whole line down to Cork.. 

3487. Which they are at present receiving? — Which they are at present 
receiving, but of which they have not a long tenure, and therefore it would be 
clear thatwe should be giving themacertain amount of value for their service down 
to Carlow ; they would give us the service to induce us to continue the large sum 
which we pay now down to Cork, and if you presume that, you must also presume 
that we think we can get the service down to Cork at a less sum, and therefore it 
would not be that we should get the mails carried for nothing. 

3488. You have stated already that the Carlow bag was a heavy bag ; it is at 
present transmitted by one-horse car without any guard? — It is so. 
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Trollope, Esq. 3489. Would the accommodation -which we are now supposing, be an advan- 

tage in point of security and in point of dispatch to the Carlow communication? 

27. July 1855. — It would be no advantage to Carlowin point of dispatch or in point of arrival ; 

■whether it would be an advantage in point of security dipends upon the way in 
which the evidence respecting these mail cars is received by the Committee. 

3490. Take it now with regard to the point of arrival : you said it would arrive 
in Carlow at about 9.45 in the evening ; at what time would it arrive in Kilkenny ? 
— 10.44. 

3491. Too late to be delivered that night ? — Yes. 

3492. And to be delivered in the morning at much about the same hour as it 
is at present ? — Yes. 

3493. Then as to the dispatch ? — I have a return here which I am going to put 
in, when rayevidence is concluded with regard to the hour at which the mails would 
be dispatched from Kilkenny and Carlow, in the event of this line being used; 
I have said that it would depend upon what arrangement might be made be- 
tween the Post-office and the railway company. Mr. Fletcher was not quite 
decided as to the hour at which he would propose to start the mail train from 
Waterford. 

3494. V^e are speaking now of the payment ; what price are you paying at 
present to the Irish South Eastern line for the transmission of the day mail? — 
We pay them at the rate of 4 if. a mile, 263 1. 8 s. 10 d. 

3495. And you pay the Kilkenny and Waterford 6 i/. a mile? — We pay the 
Kilkenny and Waterford 6 d. 

3496. My supposition to you was, that you paid 1 s. for this night mail ; what 
W'ould be the total expenditure then between Waterford and Carlow ? — About 
1,500/. ; the present sum at O d. a mile is about 760/., therefore double that 
would be 1,500/. 

3497. About 1,500/. to run the night mail upon those lines ; in that event, 
what expense of cars would be saved? — The car from Maryborough to Bagenals- 
town would be saved. 

3498. What would that amount to ? — £.300 a year. 

3499. Am I to take it that 800 /. a year would be saved from that line ? — 
Yes; the whole of that car would be saved, and the car or coach from Mary- 
borough to Waterford would be saved. 

3500. What would that be ? — £.950. 

3501. Does that include the tolls we heard speak of before? — The tolls were 
only 30 /. a year ; I am not able to say that they have ceased. 

3502. That is 1,250 /. a year? — Yes. 

3503. Would there be any economy, in point of guards, in the event of your 
running upon that line ? — No, they would cross on the road ; there must 
be two. 

3504. Would there be any economy effected in the transmission of the mail 
which at present goes to Ballyraggei by the means which Mr. Scully has 
referred to ? — No, there would be no saving of expenditure ; but you must 
deduct from the 1,250/. the cost of serving Abbeyleix and Ballyragget from 
Maryborough, and you must also deduct the cost of communications between 
the stations and the post-office at Athy, at Carlow, at Bagenalstown, at Kil- 
kenny, at Thomastovvn, and at Waterford ; and you must also deduct the 
expense of a foot-messenger, who would have to go from Bagenalstown to 
Leighlinbridge. 

3505. Can you form an estimate of what would, be the total of that cost? — 
The probable cost of serving the post towns from the stations might be put down 
at 15/. for each station. 

3506. Take for instance the transmission from the railway station at Bagenals- 
town to the post-office at Bagenalstown, you put down that as an annual sum of 
15/. ? — No, 1 do not put that down as an annual sum of 15 /. ; it would vary 
very much ; it might be less at Bagenalstown and more at some other places ; it 
varies according to the distance, and it of course depends somewhat upon the 
hour; if the man has to get up in the night to do it, which he has in some 
instances, of course he would be paid more. At Waterford it would probably 
cost 40/. a year, as the mails would have to come in on a car. 

3507. At what time would they come into Waterford? — In the middle of the 
night ; I had made my calculation that they would arrive at Waterford at 1 a. m. ; 
it depends upon the rate of speed that would be maintained. 

3508. Will 
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3508. Will you give me the estimate upon which you have made out the sum 
•of about 1 . 5 /. per station? — I was asked to do it very quickly; as a general rule 
it will cost that average. At Carlow, at Waterford and at Kilkenny the commu- 
nication would be not that of a foot messenger, but a mail car would be neces- 
sary ; the bags would be too heavy to be carried by a foot messenger ; at those three 
places it might come to 40 Z. a year. At Ihomastown, Athy and Bagenalstown it 
would come to a good deal less than 15 /. j I am sure I am under the mark when 
I average them at 15 /. a year throughout. 

3509. It appears to me, when you get bags carried 20 miles in a day for 7 s. per 
week, you make a large estimate in putting 15 /. per station ?— It is the difference 
between night service and day service, and a mail car and a foot messenger. 

3510. It is impossible at present to go into those calculations with any degree 
of accuracy; but what do you say would be about the cost of such transmission from 
the railway station to the post-office, on the line to which we are referring ? — I 
think I may safely say, that it would certainly exceed 120 /. to serve the towns 
from the stations. 

351 ]. Then what do you put down as the expense of the postal car between 
Maryborough and Abbeyleix, which appears to be the centre of several small 
towns ; what is the distance ? — It is eight miles six furlongs. I will say 60 /. 
I am almost sure it would be more than that, but I put it at the lowest. The 
'Committee must remember, that, in point of fact, the Postmaster-general would 
send that car on to Ballyragget. 

3512. What is the number of letters delivered at Ballyragget? — ^The number 
of letters is 1,028 in the week, amounting to 277 /. of revenue per annum. 

35 • 3- Could not that be carried on by a foot messenger from Freshford ?— It 
could not be carried on by a foot messenger from Freshford. I do not think you 
have a right to take a town and throw it over, for the purpose of giving some 
benefit to another town. My opinion is, that the mail car would be carried into 
Ballyragget from Abbeyleix. 

3514. Mr. Liddell.'] Is there any particular stipulated number of letters which 
regulates the transmission by foot messenger? — No, there is not ; but from my 
knowledge of the place when I was in the district, and from my knowledge of 
such matters, I am prepared to say, that the Postmaster-general would serve it 
•by a mail car. 

3515. Mr. Grogan.] What is the population of Ballyragget? — I have no 
means of knowing the population of any places ; probably the population of a 
town having a large number of letters may be very small, but the number of 
letters may be large, because of the district around it. 

3516. Is Ballyragget a post town? — It is. 

3517. How many places are served from it? — Castlecomer, which is a much 
larger place. 

3518. How is the post carried between Castlecomer and Ballyragget? — By a 
foot messenger. 

3519. Is there any extensive commercial establishment in Ballyragget? — 
None. 

3520. Or at Castlecomer? — Not to my knowledge. 

3521. Are there any coals at Castlecomer? — There are coal-mines in the dis- 
trict of Castlecomer; but the coal districts do not get their letters from Castle- 
comer-, they get their letters from a place called Crettyyard. 

• 3522. I understood you to say that Castlecomer is a larger and more impor- 
tant place than Ballyragget ? — It is. 

3523. And it is served by a foot messenger from Ballyragget? — Yes. 

3524. Why do you say so positively that it would not be advisable to serve 
Ballyragget from Freshford? — Because it is necessary to send the letters on 
beyond Ballyragget to Castlecomer. 

3525. Would there he any difficulty in doing that?— If we had a foot mes- 
senger coming into Ballyragget, and the letters had to go on to Castlecomer by 
another messenger, the delay would be excessive ; it might be that instead of 
running the mail car on from Abbeyleix to Ballyragget, we might run it on to 
Castlecomer; then Ballyragget would be made a sub-office under Castlecomer, 
instead of Castlecomer being a sub-office under Ballyragget. 

3526. What would be the expense that you think would be occasioned in 
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consequence of that arrangement? — The mail-car would probably cost 160 /. 



per annum. 

3527. Viscoant MonckI\ In addition to the 60 /. for Ballyragget ?— No^ 
including that ; for the mail-car, whether it went to Ballyragget or Castlecomer. 
I think the effect of that would be, that we should have to deduct something 
like 280 /. from the 1 , 250 /., which would be saved, and that would leave us 
970 /. to pay for the conveyance by railway ; and it will be seen that we already 
pay to this railway, for the conveyance of the day mail by train, 750 1 . ; and the 
presumption of the Honourable Member is that the night mails would be carried 
for double that sum, which is 1,500 /. 

3528. Mr. GroganJ] I took the figure from yourself? — I think the evidence 
would have been given much clearer, if Mr. Page had given it. The conveyance 
of the mail, at the rate of Is. a mile for the whole distance, would be 1 , 953 /. 

3529. Instead of 1 , 250 /. ?— No, not instead of 1,250 /. ; we should only have.' 
applicable the sura 970 /. towards paying that 1 ,950 1. 

3,')30. I cannot follow your calculations as you make them, but it does not 
appear to me that they tally with the other evidence ? — We at present pay for the 
two conveyances running to Maryborough the sum ot 1 , 250 /. per annum. We 
presume that that amount would'be saved by the discontinuance of those cars ; 
we have then to deduct from that saving 280 /. additional expense, which leaves 
970 /. Then the sum which has been named as the probable charge for the 
conveyance of the night mails from Waterford to Oarlow is 1,953 1. ; and it will 
therefore be seen that we shall have 970 /. to pay 1,953 /. 

3531. Viscount MtmeJi^ Would you not have to add something to that for 
the conveyance of the mails from Carlow to Kildate ?-—The Honourable Member 
has thrown that out of question. I cannot say that we should not. I think we 
should have to pay ; but we are making a calculation now for conveying the mails 
up to Carlow. 

3532. Mr. Grogan.'l You make the calculation on the supposition that no 
charge is made for the conveyance of mails from Carlow to Kildare ? — Exactly ; 
that is your supposition. 

3533. Now we will take the dispatch, if you please. The mail would be 
dispatched from Waterford, we will say at half-past seven in the evening, by 
train? — Yes. 

3534. It would arrive in Kilkenny, when.' — I think that Mr. Fletcher said 
that the dispatch from Waterford was to be at half-past eight. 

3535. Then take it at half-past eight, or eight, if Mr. Fletcher said so ?— If it 
left at half-past seven it would be better for Kilkenny. 

3536. Take it at half-past seven, it would arrive at Kilkenny at what o’clock? 
— At 15 minutes past nine. 

3537. That would be too late for delivery there ?~That would be too late for 
delivery there. 

3538. Would it be too late for merchants to get their letters, if they chose to 
call at the office for them ?— I do not think that we ever give a delivery of letters, 
arriving after 9.15 ; if a point were made of it, it might be done. 

3539. It would arrive at 9-15 ? — It would arrive at 9.15 at the station ; there 
would be 15 miles to get to the post-office, and 15 minutes to sort the letters ; 
we close all the offices at ten. 

3540. If it were a great object the public could get their letters at that time, 
those who chose to send for them?— I think it might be d.one._ 

3541. By the present arrangement letters would arrive in Kilkenny at 10 . 51 ; 
that is nearly two hours later ? — Yes. 

3542. They cauld not possibly be received that night?— No, they could not 
possibly be received that night Tin point of fact they would not be received in 
either case, bv one arrangement or the other. 

3543. Take Thomastown ; Thomastown would receive its letters something 
before a quarter to eight, I suppose ?— Where from ? 

3344. Suppose the night mail left Waterford, as we said, at half-past seven? 
Thomastown would receive its mail from Waterford at a quarter to nine. 

3545, Those letters could not be delivered that night?— Not by the letter- 

carrier; they might be got from the window. 

3546. At what time do those letters arrive by the present conveyance ?— At 



9.36 p.m. 



3547. Can 
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3547- Can they be got from the window? — I imagine not. 

354S. Ihen Ihomastown is the turning point upon your line, down to Ross ? 
— Yes. 

3549. Assuming the night mail to be used, at what time will the Dublin down 
mail reach 1 homastown ' — At 1 1.17. 

3550. Would it be dispatched the same night on to Ross ?— Yes ; the dispatch 
on to Ross must wait for the arrival from Waterford; it could be dispatched as 
soon as the two arrivals had taken place at Thomastown, the one fi-otu Water- 
ford, and the one from Dublin. 

35.5 The one from Dublin would necessarily be subsequent to the one from 
Waterford Starting at that hour it would. 

3552. Then Benneltsbridge ? — Rennettsbridge is a little village, served by a 
foot runner from Kilkenny. 

3553- Do you know the district of Bennettshridge ? — Yes. 

35.54- Are you aware there are very large milling establishments there ?— I 
know there are. 

3555- Of considerable importance? — Yes. 

3556. And as a matter of course, facility of postal communication must be an 
object to them ? — It would not affect Bennettshridge in anv way at all ; Bennetts- 
hridge at present gets its mail at 7.40 in the morning, and it would still get its 
mail at 7.40 in the morning ; it dispatches its mail at 5 ,p. m., and it would still 
dispatch its mail at 5 p. m. 

3557 - Would it be necessary to dispatch at five if you had a mail at half-past 
seven from Waterford ?— It would not alter the circumstances under which it is 
so dispatched.; whether it is necessary to dispatch it so earlv or not, is another 
question, but it would not alter the ground of dispatch at all ; it is served by a 
foot messenger. 

3558. By a foot messenger from where? — From Kilkenny. 

3559. It is a sub-post ? — It is. 

3560. Is Bagenalstown a sub-post or a post ?— Bagenalstown is a sub-office* 
having the advantage of a direct bag from Dublin by the day mail ; it has most of 
the advantages of a principal office, without being a principal office. 

3561. In the event of this night-mail being run from Bagenalstown, it then 
probably would have a bag to itself?— In the event of the train being used, 
Bagenalstown would have to be made a principal office. 

3562. The population of Bagenalstown is not very considerable ? — No, it is a 
small town. 

3563. But there are very extensive milling establishments there ?— There is a 
good deal of milling through all that part of Ireland. 

, 3564. Are you aware of the number of letters which go to Bagenalstown, 
or of the income of the office ?— No, it is a sub-office ; 1 am not able to state 
that. 

3565. But you are aware of the fact that there are very large milling establish- 
ments there ?— There are large milling establishments there. 

3566. And it would be a great accommodation, of course, to the gentlemen 
concerned in those establishments to have facilities of that kind? — They would 
get no increased facilities ; when I say no increased facilities, they would get 
the same facilities that Mr. Alexander, who gave evidence, would get with refer- 
ence to the letters from Waterford ; but they would not got their letters any 
earlier than they do now. 

3567- What is the facility you allude to ? — A letter posted in time for the 
night dispatch from W aterford would reach Bagenalstown the next morning ; now 
it only reaches Bagenalstown by the day mail in the middle of the day for 
delivery about noon. 

3.568. With regal’d to Bagenalstown and to Carlow, the advantage'which you 
allude to would be attained in both those places? — An acceleration of letters 
between Waterford and those towns would be given. 

3569. I pass over the smaller .places, Gowran and so on, and merely confine 
the question to Bagenalstown and to Carlow ? — It would not affect Gowran at all ; 
Gowran has its letters from Waterford direct at present, but Bagenalstown and 
Carlow, which now receive their Waterford letters in the middle of the day, 
would receive them in the morning. 
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3570. Then with regard to the facility of answering those letters, a letter 
would he delivered early in Bagenalstown on the morning after it was written in 
Waterford ?— Certainly. 

3571. What opportunity would there be then of replying to that letter ? — 
That letter might be replied to by the dispatch of the day mail to Waterford. 

3572. And would be received in Waterford at about half-past one or two? — 
Yes. 

3573. Supposing a letter were now written in Waterford on Monday evening, 
and dispatched by the present mode of conveyance to Bagenalstown, when could 
a reply to that be sent? — The reply to that from Bagenalstown would reach 
Waterford in the middle of the day on Wednesday, but from Carlow it would 
reach by the first delivery on Wednesday. 

3574. That is, to a letter posted at Waterford on Monday evening, an answer 
would be received in the middle of the day on Wednesday from Bagenalstown by 
the present arrangement? — Yes; by the present arrangement, that would be 
the circulation. 

3575- To a letter posted in Waterford, by the proposed employment of a train 
for the night mail, an answer would be received by the middle of the day on 
Tuesday? — Yes, it might be so. 

3576. In Carlow the advantage would be somewhat analogous ? — No, the advan- 
tage would not be analogous, because Carlow has a direct communication by 
railway which would enable it to answer its letters a post earlier to Waterford ; 
the answer from Carlow would reach Waterford in time for the first delivery in 
the morning, instead of in time for tl)e third delivery, at two o’clock. 

3,577. How would that letter travel ; would it goto Maryborough ?— Yes, it 
would go to Maryborough ; there is a bag made up at Carlow by the train 
leaving Carlow ai)out 7 p. m., which is carried to Kildare ; the letters so sent 
come down from Kildare by the night mail train. 

3578. Is there a day-post from Carlow ? — There is. 

3579- The advantages, such as they are, are obvious to Bagenalstown ; but as 
to Carlow, as between Carlow and those places, they could only be attained at 
the expense of about 950?. a year?— The increased expense would be about 
900?. a year, but in making the calculation, which has just been given, we have 
calculated the advantages, but have not calculated the disadvantages. 

3580. Now will vou be kind enough to speak to the disadvantages ? — The 
dispatch, I think, has been stated to be from Kilkenny at 9.15 p. m., that is to 
say, from the Kilkenny station, and the dispatch, the Kilkenny post-office would 
be at 9 p. m., and letters would be posted up to 8.30 p. m. ; at present they are 
posted up to ] 0 p.m., but the disadvantage in this respect would be felt more 
severely at other places. 

3581. What is the extent of the disadvantage entailed upon Kilkenny by the 
substitution of the one for the other, for all purposes of business ? — Not a very 
heavy disadvantage ; and in the same way the advantage to Bagenalstown would 
not be a verj’’ heavy advantage. 

3582. You said there were some towns that would be more inconvenienced 
by such an arrangement than Kilkenny ; what are they ? — Gowran and Gores- 
bridge, which at present dispatch their mails at 8.7 and 7.37, would have to 
dispatch them an hour earlier; Callan, which now dispatches its mail at 8.7, 
would have to dispatch its mail an hour earlier. 

3583. Can you tell me the extent of the correspondence of any or all of those 
places.^ — I cannot state the correspondence with those places, but I am going on 
in the list ; I can state the correspondence of Ross, which would be incon- 
venienced in a similar manner ; I think the arrival at Thomastown was calculated 
to be at a quarter before 9, we will call it at 9 o’clock, at. the post-office. 
The dispatch from Ross would have to take place at 6.20 instead of 7 p.m. 
The revenue of the Ross post-office can be stated ; it is 853?. per annum. 

3584. Is that revenue derived from letters traversing across the country from 
Waterford ? — It is derived from letters traversing from Ross to all parts of the 
country, and those letters are letters which would go by the mail to which we 
are alluding, which is a mail traversing to all parts of the country. Letters from 
Ross to London and Ross to Dublin would be affected by this change. 

35S5. Is it the only communication from Ross to all parts of the country, 
including Dublin, and to London by 'i'homastown ? — The only communication 

from 
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from Ross to Dublin is by Thomastown. Letters from Wexford to Cork, which 
now leave that town at 3 p. ra., would have to leave at '2,20 p. m. 

3586. Would those letters arrive earlier by such an improved line than they 
do at present ? — Those letters would not arrive earlier at any town by such an 
arrangement. The accommodation would be increased as regards letters from 
Ross to Carlow, in the same way as it would from Waterford to Carlow. 

3.587. Are those the whole of the inconveniences that you consider would arise 
from this substitution of the rail for the present mode of communication ? — I 
think I have named them all. 

358S. Will you sum up briefly what you consider to be the advantages and 
disadvantages of that mode of conveyance r — I consider that the advantages are 
the increased communications between the county of Carlow, and Waterford and 
Wexford. 

3.589. Would there be a gain of a day?— No, not of a day ; but there would 
be an increased facility between those towns, and, as far as I am aware, that is 
the only advantage which would arise from the use of this railway. 

3590. Will you specify what that increased facility would amount to? — A 
letter posted at Waterford on the Monday for Carlow, would reach Carlow in time 
for the first delivery on Tuesday, instead of only being in time for the second 
delivery on Tuesday, and the answer to that letter might reach Waterford on 
Tuesday evening in time for the afternoon delivery, instead of reaching Water- 
ford on the Wednesday morning in time for the first delivery. 

350 1 . Now for the disadvantages ?— The disadvantages I have given. 

3592. The same remark applies to the district generally with regard to Carlow, 
Wexford, and Waterford? — Yes, the county of Carlow with those districts. 

3593. The disadvantages you have already enumerated ?— The disadvantages 
I have already enumerated, and in my opinion, irrespective of the expense, the 
disadvantages are more considerable than the advantages. 

3594. Mr. De Fere.'] The Dublin and English mails which arrive in Limerick 
go on from there to the west of the county of Limerick r — Yes. 

3595. They go on as far as the town of Newcastle, 1 believe ? — They do. 

3596. They are carried as far as Newcastle by car ? — They are. 

3597. I believe that goes no further than Newcastle ?— It does not. 

3598. How far is it from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale, which is further west ? 

Speaking from memory only, I think it is 14 English miles. 

3599. it is stated to me as 10 miles ; it may be 10 Irish miles? — I think we 
used to consider it a 14 English miles stage when the mail-coach was running ; 
I may be wrong ; I am only stating it from memory. 

3600. At what hour do the mails reach Newcastle ? — At 7.10 a. m. 

3601. At what hour do the letters reach Abbe5Teale ? — 1.30 p.m. 

360-2. Are you quite sure that that is correct? — 1.30 p. m., that is the hour 
stated, and I am quite sure it must be that or something quite close to it ; 1 have 
no doubt as to the correctness of it. 

3603. How are the mails brought to Abbeyfeale ? — By a runner from Listowel. 

3604. At what hour would they arrive at Abbeyfeale if the car which stops at 
Newcastle was carried on to Abbeyfeale ? — Presuming I am right as to the dis- 
tance, they would arrive there at half-past nine. 

3605. They would then have from half-past 9 to 3.30 p. m. to answer their 
letters ? — No, not to 3.30 p. m. ; 2.30 p. m. 

3606. That is to allow for the closing of the post-office ? — No ; 2.30 would 
be the dispatch of such a car. The dispatch at Newcastle is at 5 p. m. We 
must allow time for the sorting of the letters at Newcastle. I presume that the 
journey from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale would take fully two hours ; it is a very 
hilly road. 

3607. Then there would be a very considerable saving of time by carrying on 
the letters by car from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale, instead of making Abbeyfeale 
depend for its service upon Listowel and Kerry? — No doubt. 

3608. People at Abbeyfeale cannot now answer letters bv return of post? 
—No. 

3609. Is it not the fact that Newcastle is the business town of Abbeyfeale j 

the market towm, and the great shopkeeping place of business, in fact, of Abbey- 
feale r — I should imagine it to be so, from the fact of Abbeyfeale and Newcastle 
• 0.62. F F being 
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being in the same county ; Abbeyfeale and Listowel are in different counties ; 
but I am not aware of it upon any other ground. 

3610. Suppose a person wrote a letter at Abbeyfeale for Newcastle, which is 
14 English miles off, and suppose that letter posted at Abbeyfeale at 9 o’clock 
a. m. on Monday, I believe it would remain in the Abbeyfeale post-office until 
Tuesday? — Yes; there is only one dispatch at Abbeyfeale, which takes place 
at 7.40 in the morning. 

36 n . Then that letter, though written early in the morning, and posted that 
day, will remain in the post-office at Abbeyfeale till the following day, Tuesday ? 
— It will, 

36 1 2. It then goes to Listowel by a foot messenger ? — Yes. 

3613. From there it goes to Tarberl, in the county of Kerry.: — No; it cannot 
be said to go to Tarbert. The mail-car from Tralee to Limerick passes through 
Listowel and Tarbert ; and this letter being placed upon the mail-car at Listowel, 
would go through Tarbert, but it does not go into the Tarbert post-office. 

3614. Then this letter, after reaching Listowel, goes through Tarbert and 
through Gliu, in the county of Limerick, to Limerick ?— The letter, when it 
reaches Listowel, is put into the bag there, which is taken up by the mail-car, 
and that mail-car on its road to Limerick passes through Tarbert and Glin. 

3615. Then that letter will remain that night in Limerick? — It will. 

3616. And will go out by the mail-car to Newcastle the following day? — It 
will. 

3617. Then a letter which is posted on Monday morning in Abbeyfeale for 
Newcastle, a place 14 miles off, does not reach Newcastle until what hour on 
Wednesday? — 7,10 a. m. 

3618. The distance between the two places being 14 miles ? — Yes. 

3619. Can you tell me what is the cost of the conveyance of the mails from 
Listowel to Abbeyfeale by the runner of whom you speak ? — £,. 20 per annum 
is paid to the runner. 

3620. Can you inform the Committee what would be the probable cost of 
continuing this Limerick and Newcastle car on to Abbeyfeale, which would 
afford such great postal convenience r — £. 70 per annum would probably be the 
cost. 

3621 . It is stated to me that it would be from 40 L to 50 /. per annum ; you 
think that would be too little? — I made the present contract with the man, or at 
least I saw the present contractor who runs the mail-car from Limerick to New- 
castle at the time he was taking the contract ; I had a conversation with him 
respecting the arrangement, and at that time I am sure he would not have gone 
on for such a sum. 

3622. Then supposing it would cost 60 /. or 70 you would have to deduct 
from that the sum now paid for the runner, and the balance would be the cost of 
the additional conveyance ? — The balance would be the additional cost for serving 
Abbeyfeale, and that balance would equal the whole revenue of the post-office of 
Abbeyfeale. 

3623. Can you state what is the revenue of the post-office of Abbeyfeale ? — 
1 cannot state it accurately ; but at the time at which Abbeyfeale was made a 
sub-office of Listowel, it did not exceed 50 /. per annum. 

3624. When was that ? — I think it was on the 6th of July 1851. 

3625. Are you aware that Abbeyfeale is a very rapidly improving town, and 
that it is the outlet to a great extent of mountain country, which is under a very 
rapid process of reclamation ?— -1 certainly am not aware that Abbeyfeale is an 
increasing town ; it certainly was not so four years ago, I have no personal 
knowledge of it since that time. 

3626. But even four years ago its revenue was 50 L a year ? — I am not .speak- 
ing accurately ; but that was about the revenue of it. 

3627. Do notyou suppose there is likely to be considerably more than that 
now ? — I am inclined to think it is very little more than that now. 

3628. Why do you suppose that ? — I do not think there have been any causes 
at w'ork which would increase it to any great extent. 

3629. I think you stated just now, that you are not aware of what has been 
the progress of the town for the last four years, or the progress of the country 
around it ?— I am not ; but I think I may say that any improvements which have 
taken place in the neighbourhood of Abbeyfeale must be agricultural improve- 
ments ; 
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merits ; and agricultural improvements do not greatly increase the number of 
letters ; besides, such improvements must have taken place in a very poor class 
of land, and therefore they are the least likely to do so. 

3630. The postal circle around Abbeyfeale 1 believe is of very considerable 
extent ; if you look at the map you will see there is a very large blank space 
represented upon it, without any lines representing postal cominunications f — 
That arises chiefly from the fact that the country round Abbeyfeale is a very 
poor thinly inhabited country ; a mountainous district ; there is a very large 
quantity of mountainous district round Abbeyfeale. 

3631. Are you aware that that mountain district has been lately undergoing 
a very rapid process of reclamation and improvement? — I was not. aware of 
that. 

3632. Mi. Maguire.] Just one question with reference to those guards who 
have charge of the mail on the Great Southern and Western Railway ; I believe 
there is a very great trust and confidence necessarily reposed in them in that 
situation ? — Not any extraordinary trust and confidence. 

3633. Have they not tire sorting of the letters, and are they not in fact post- 
masters to all intents and purposes tanto r — No. 

3634. Do they ever sort the letters ?— No. they never touch the letters at all, 

3*^35" ^I'hat do they do ? — They wait upon the clerks who travel in the railway 

post-office, hand out the bags and tic and seal them, and do the coarser part 
of the work. 

3636. Are there clerks in charge ?— There are clerks who travel in that rail- 
way post-office. 

3637. And in fact, in the department allotted to them, they discharge all the 
duties of postmasters ? — All the sorting duties. 

3638. Is not the labour rather severe? — Those men are under Mr. Page’s 
control altogether ; he will be able to tell you exactly the state of things I 
should think the labour was severe. 

3639. If 1 mistake not, those men are compelled to have lodgings in the two 
county towns, Cork and Dublin ? — I believe they must do so. 

3640. Lodgings in both frequently? — I presume so. 

3641. Is there any proportionate remuneration for that service? — The men 
you are alluding to are all under Mr. Page’s control, who is going to be 
examined. 

3642. Chairman.] As to the memorial which you produced to-day from Clon- 
mel; it complains of the inconveniences suffered in the postal communication 
with Waterford? — It complains in this way: “Your Lordship is especially 
requested to notice the hardships which this town, in common with Garrick and 
Cahir, suffer by the present system of communication with Waterford, the 
place of import and export for this part of the south of Ireland. It now takes 
36 hours to have a re[jly, which might be had in half a dozen hours. 

3643. If this memorial had been referred to you, would you have felt it your 
duty to inquire what those inconveniences were? — I presume that this refers to 
the inconvenience in the circulation of letters ; I certainly should have inquired 
into that. 

3644. Then you would have found out the circumstance about the quarter 
before nine ? — No, I do not find that that is alluded to at all. 

3645. It is not specially alluded to ; but do not you consider that that would 
be regarded as one of the inconveniences in the postal communication ? — Ido 
not think it w’as so regarded by the persons who signed this memorial ; it will be 
in your remembrance that 1 stated I had some conversation with one of the 
most influential gentlemen in Clonmel, who had signed this memorial, and he 
stated positively, that so far from thinking- that this extension ought to be given, 
he was sorry it was so given. 

3646. But when that memorial speaks of the inconvenience of the postal com- 
munication between Waterford and Clonmel, if it had been referred to you, would 
you have thought it your duty to find out that there w’as only a quarter of an 
hour allowed for the delivery of letters at the window, and would you not have 
considered that an inconvenience ? — If this memorial had brought to my know- 
ledge such a circumstance, I certainly should have been disposed to rectify it, but 
1 should not have considered that it was alluded to in the memorial; 1 sliould 
have thought no allusion w'as made to it in the terms of the memorial. 
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A. Trollope, Esq. 3647. Does not the memorial speak of a number of inconveniences, and is 

not that among them ? — The memorial does not speak of the inconvenience of 

27 Joiy 1855. having only a quarter of an hour. 

3648. Surely that paragraph admits of a number of inconveniences ? — No, 
I think not. 

3649. Mr. Maguire.'l Here is a statement made on the 20th of July ; a 
gentleman states, that a, letter posted at Tallovv or Lismore, and vice versa, has 
to be sent 130 miles, and to travel 17 hours or more; if I mistake not, you 
left me under the impression the other day, that it did not occupy the number 
of hours suggested ? — No, I think not ; I think what was stated, was this : that 
a letter posted at Tallow for Lismore went up to Dublin, and came down from 
Dublin, and took two nights and a day ; and I said, that the communication 
was of such a nature, that a letter posted at Tallow at 4.50 p. m. on the 
Monday reached Lismore at 7 a. m. on the Tuesday. 

3650. That is 15 hours; it takes 15 hours to go? — Fourteen and a half; 
the circulation being all during the night. 

365 1 . That is from Tallow to Lismore, or vice versa } — Yes. 

3652. This gentleman is a man of very great intelligence, and he states that 
it takes 17 hours and more; you say, it takes but 14^, and that that is all 
done in the night? — I state, that letters leave Tallovv at 4.50 p. m., and get 
into Lismore at 7.5 a. m. 

3653. That is 15 hours, is it not ? — Yes, nearly so. 

3654. That is what you say it is from one town to the other, and vice versa : — 
From one town to the other, and vice versd. 

3655. Mr. F. Scull^.l In answering a question put to you the other day, I 
think you said that it was stated by me that I was under the impression that 
Mr. Bianconi was not the contractor for the mail from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel 
last winter? — Yes. 

3656. I will just call your attention to question 2509 ; I asked you, “ Are you 
acquainted with the contractor for the car between Goold’s Cross and Clonmel r 
Who was the contractor last winter ? Was it Mr. Bianconi ? Mr. Bianconi has 
been the contractor ever since the car was on the road, I believe ; I do not think 
any other contractor has been on that road. — Are you certain of that? I see 
that there was one contract dated the 6th of October 1852 by Mr. Bianconi ” ? — 
We were then speaking, I think, with reference to the day mail, not to the night 
mail. 

3657. I ask, at Question 2522, “ Have you any evidence to show at what 
time the contract commenced with Mr. Bianconi for the two mails’’ ? — I said, 
“ There was one contract on the 6th of October 1852, and another on the 
nth of June 1855 ”; but I think you will find on referring to the evidence, 
I stated at the time I was not certain of it, but I afterwards corrected it, and 
gave the accurate date of the contract. 

36.58. Perhaps there was some little irregularity in the proceedi ng on my 
part ; I think I was standing up and you stated to me, at least so I understood 
you, that this other person had been the contractor during the last winter; and 
that Mr. Bianconi was not r — The impression I wished to convey to you was, 
that there was another contractor at the time the accident took place ; it is a 
misunderstanding upon my pai t. I wish to deliver in some returns which were 
promised by Mr. Hill. The first is a return, showing the number of letters 
received at the post towns in the counties of Cork, Waterford, Limerick, 
Tipperary, Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and Wexford, together with 
the revenue accruing therefrom for six years. The next is a return, showing 
the principal improvements recently effected as regards the postal arrange- 
ments in the south of Ireland, and the additional expense incurred thereby. And 
the next is a return, showing the revenue of certain towns in the south of Ireland, 
in the years 1846 and 1855 ; and also the arrival thereat, and dispatch therefrom, 
of mails in those years, as contrasted with each other, and with their arrival and 
dispatch, according to proposed use of railways between Limerick and Water- 
Vide Appendix. ford, and Kildare and Waterford {delivering in the same). 
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MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Mr. Barrow. 
Mr. Grogan. 
Mr. F. Scully. 
Mr. Maguire. 

THOMAS jVlEAGIlER, Esq., in the Chair. 



Edward Page, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

3659. Viscount A/owc/^.] WHAT is your employment in the Post-office ?■ — I am 
at the head of the Mail-office in London. 

3660. But you have also to do with the mails in Ireland too ? — With the chief 
mails in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

3661. Negotiations with railway companies for the carriage of the mails pass 
through your hands, 1 believe? — The greater part of them do. 

3662. Have you beard Mr. Hill’s and Mr. Trollope’s evidence : — I have been 
present in this room duiiug the greater part of the time that this Committee have 
sat, and I did hear their evidence. 

3663. Have you anything you wish to add with reference to the detailed 
account of posts in Ireland, or canyon add anything to Mr. Trollope’s evidence? — 
No, I am comparatively ignorant of much of the detail on wdiich be was examined, 
but I quite concur in what he has stated, so far as he has spoken on matters 
within my department. 

3664. Are you aware of the rates of jiayment made to railway companies in 
England and Ireland for postal services ? — I am. 

3665. What is the result of the comparison between the rales paid in England 
and those paid in Ireland ? — There can be no doubt that Mr. Hill has correctly 
stated that the rates paid in Ireland to the railway companies have been much 
higher than those paid in England and Scotland per mile. 

3666. Take the instance of the Great Southern and Western Railway. What 
is the annual payment to that railway? — I have confined my statement here to 
the payment for the night and day mail trains between Dublin and Cork, and they 
amount to 82 , 000 ?. a year. 

3667. Do you know of any somewhat similar line of communication in England, 
so as to give the Committee the means of compaiing the amount paid to each ? — 
The nearest comparison I can give is that of the line from London to Dorchester, 
which is the South-Western. The length of the railway from Dublin to Cork is 
164 miles, wliich is travelled over by night and day mail trains, and the length 
of the line from London to Dorchester is 166 miles, also travelled over by night 
and day mail trains. I find that while the whole of the payment which we make 
to the Great Southern and Western amounts to as much as 32 , 000 /. a year, the 
payment which we make to th(! South Western for services nearly similar amounts 
to only 13 , 000 /. a year. 

3668. Less than oiie-half? — Much less. 

3669. That is with regard to special trains. You have, got special trains upon 
both of those lines? — Yes; those are trains under special notice at hours which 
we fix. 

3670. Of what year are you speaking r — J. am speaking now of the present rate 
of payment ; the current rate of payment, made at the present moment. 

3671. Are they made by agreement, or under arbitration ? — Partly by arbitra- 
tion and partly by agreement, both of them. I cannot say that either of them is 
entirely by arbitration. 

3672. With regard to the conveyance of mails by the ordinary passenger trains, 
what is the result of the comparison between the amount paid for the service in 
the two countries? — Generally speaking we have failed to obtain such cheap 
terms from railway companies in Ireland for the use of ordinary jiassenger trains 
as we have in England or in Scotland. 
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Edward Page,'E.s(\. 3673. Have you ever made any application to the Waterford and Limerick 

Railway, to ascertain what they would perform that service for? — We have had 

30 July 1855. negotiations -with them, aild the particulars of the tei-ms which they demand have 
already been stated to the Committee. 

3674. Do you remember what the payment demanded was for the ordinary 
passenger trains ? — 'I'he train which was to have been the day mail was an ordinary 
])assongcr train, and for that they demanded a mile. 

3675. Do you know of any pretty nearly similar line of communication in 
England upon which you have mail service of that description, and if so, will you 
give the Committee a comparison betw-een the rates demanded by each 1 — The line 
Muth which I have thought it fair to make the comparison is the Newcastle and 
Carlisle ; the length of that line is 59 ^ miles. For some time we paid a 
considerable sum, 1 think somewhere about 900 Z. a year, for the use of one train 
daily in each direction ; that was up to about a year ago. 

3676. Do you know what was the rate per mile ? — That simi amounts to not 
quite 5 d. a mile; that was for the use of one train daily in each direction, the 
hour of which we fixed by notice ; but we used also one or two short trains at 
smaller allowances. W e had often applied to the company to give us the use 
of additional trains for the accommodation of that district, and the directors 
were induced to make us an offer to accept a sum of 1,000^. a year for the use 
of all their trains, but upon the understanding that the Post-office abandoned 
its claim to fixing the hour of any of those trains ; the present arrangement 
therefore is, that we pay for the use of all tlio trains which the company nin, (and 
I find they nm over 595 miles a day), the sum of 1 , 000 /. a year. 

3677. Mr. Grogan.'] You send a bag, in fact, by ever}’’ train you wish? — By 
every train -we wish. Comparing this with the Waterford and Limerick, the 
distance bet’W’ecn Waterford and Limerick is 77 miles ; the total number of miles 
run by all the trains in a day is 561 , and for the use of only one of those trains 
the payment asked by the railway amounts to 1 , 700 1 . a year. 

3678. Viscount Monck.] For a much less service than is performed for the 
1,000 1 . a year by the other railway? — For a less service, and for inferior objects, 
so far as Post-office purposes ai-e concerned, because the correspondence of the 
towns with which the Newcastle and Cai'lisle line is in immediate connexion 
is much greater than tliat of the tow'us upon the Waterford and Limerick line. . 

3679. But it is also a less service as regards the railway, because you have the 
right of using every tj-ain upon the Newcastle and Carlisle, whereas you ’would 
have only the right of using one train upon the Waterford and Limerick ? — Just so. 

3680. Have you any arrangements with other lines of railway in England of 
this character, namely, for a fixed rate of payment, using ordinary trains ? 
— We have similar agreements with several companies. I will name them. 
With the London and North- W'estern ; the Midland ; the Newcastle and Carlisle ; 
the East Lancashire ; the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire ; the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire; the London and Brighton ; the Stockton and Darlington; what 
is called the Little North-Western between Skipton and Lancaster ; and the 
Dublin and Kingstown, and I believe one or two others. 

3681. Mr. G rogan.] Does the table you have just read give the mileage or the 
length of each line ? — No, it does not. 

. 3682. Viscount ik/uKc/i.] Does it give the gross sums which you have paid — 

I have not named any sums, but merely the lines. 

3683. Do you pay them gross sums or a mileage ? — ^We pay them a fixed annual 
sura ; an unvarying amount, for a certain fixed service, including also the free use 
of all the ordinary trains. 

3()84. Is the amount in every case in England less in proportion to the service 
done than in Ireland ? — 1 have not made any comi)arison, I have only shown that 
the principle of making fixed payments to companies is adopted extensively in 
England. 

3685. You have not made any comparison between them ? — No; you cannot 
make a comparison between them. 

3686. Mv.Grogan.'] Can you give the number of miles run bet-weeu London 
and Liverpool, that would give a comparison of the mileage > — But we use every 
branch ; we have the power of using every train run upon that line, and its 
branches. 

3687. Viscount Jlfonc/c.] Have you any arrangement with lines in Ireland for 
similar services, at a cheaper rate than that demanded by the Limerick and 

Waterford 1 — 
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Waterford r — Yes; with several companies we have succeeded in obtaining better 
terms ; for instance, we pay to the Belfast and Ballymena Railway Company the 
sum of 240 /. a year for the use of one train daily in each direction ; the rate per 
mile would amount to about 3 d . ; we have also a service performed by the London- 
derry and Enniskillen Company ; they convey for us the day mail from Omagh to 
Derry, at the rate of 100 a year, which is at less than mile ; and the 

Dundalk and Enniskillen Railway Company convey the day mail in both directions 
between Dundalk and Ballybay for the sum of 1 50 a year ; that amounts also 
to the rate of 2 ^ rf. a mile. We pay the sum of 600 1 . a year to the I.ondon- 
derry and Coleraine Railway Company for the use of two trains daily in each 
direction: the distance is 33 miles and the mileage will come to about Z\d. 
Then again to the Ulster Company we pay 200 1 . a year for the use of a train in 
each direction between Belfast and Armagh ; that rate is less than 2 </. a mile. 

3688. Mr. Grogan.'] Is that a fixed amount ?— The terms are not fixed in a legal 

form, it is merely an interchange of letters between the railway and the post- 
oflice ; we ask them to do it and they do it. 

3689. Viscount Monck!] Have you any other kind of arrangement for the 
carriage of mails in England besides those two which you have mentioned, namely, 
that of a mileage rate and a gross sum, either using a special train or using an 
ordinary passenger train? — It is a very common thing with railway companies in 
England to allow us to send the Post-office bags without any Post-office messenger, 
but in charge of the company’s guard for an ordinary second-class fare; that 
applies not to the branch lines only, but to many main lines. 

3690. You pay the fare of a second-class passenger for sending the bags each 
time they go r— Yes; we pay a second-class fare for the service of conveying 
those bags. 

369 j. Including a messenger ? — Without a messenger. The bags go in charge 
of the company’s guard. I am reminded that all the first-class fares in Ireland 
are2<?., and the second-class fares about lid. a mile. 

3692. Can you tell the Committee the lines upon which that an-angement 
exists r — I have a list of the towns between which bags are conveyed at the second- 
class fare. Between Tiverton and the Tiver-ton Junction ; between Bristol and 
Exeter, Durston and Yeovil, London and Yai-mouth, Peterborough and Ely, Wis- 
beach and Ely, from Peterborough to Wisbeach, Cambridge to Huntingdon, 
Hitchin to Royston, Lowestoft to Reedham ; Colchester to Ipswich, Ipswich to 
Bury, Manningtree to Harwich, Ely to Lynn, Reading to Hungerford, Oxford to 
Woodstock Road, Cirencester to Stroud, Chippenham to Fromc, Westbury to 
Warminster, Bath to Bristol, Polegate to Eastbourne, Southampton to London, 
and a variety of other lines. 

3693. Mr. Grogan.] Are there any other lines similar to the London and South- 
ampton ? — The London and Yai-mouth. The Bristol and Exeter is a main-line ; 
it is the London day-mail to Exeter. Those three are the i^rincipal ones. 
There are also the lines from Southampton to Dorchester, and Bishopstoke to Salis- 
bury, Southampton to London (that is a second day mail), Woking to Guildford, 
Godaiming to Guildford, and Farnliam, &c. &c. 

3694. Then, with the exception of the three lines, the Bristol and Exeter, the 
London and Southampton, and the London and Yarmouth, all the other lines of 
which you are now speaking appear to be secondary and branch lines ? — The mails 
upon all the otiiers except those ai*o not heavy mails. 

369.5. You would not call them direct mails? — The majority of them are London 
day mails, but still they are not heavy mails. 

3696. Viscount Monde.] Are you sufficiently acquainted with the postal com- 
munication in the Irish Post-office to say whether there is such a thing in the 
country j)arts of Ireland as what is considered a heavy day mail? — I have no 
means of forming an opinion upon that point. Mi-. Trollope would best state 
that ; Mr. Hill made the statement, and I believe it to be correct, that the whole 
correspondence of Ireland is barely equal to that of the London district post. 

3697. What is the result of the comparison of the correspondence carried by 
the day mail train between London and Dorchestei', and tliat between Dublin and 
and Cork ? — I have no accounts, l)ut ray impression is, that that conveyed between 
London and Dorchester is infinitely greater than that between Dublin and Cork. 

3698. Mr. Grogan.] By the day mail ? —By both day and night mail. 

3699. Viscount Monck.] Are you aware of any to\vns of considerable popu- 

lation and correspondence in England wliich have railway communication, but 
' 0.62. r F 4 which 
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which arc not served as to their nig-ht postal communication by railway? — Yes; 
it by no means follows that because town in England has railway communication 
we convey the mails upon that railway. I have a list here of several towns of 
considerable magnitude, the letters for which are conveyed by mail carts, although 
railway communication exists there ; tliere is Brighton, Salisburj-, Hastings, 
Oxford, Chatham, Canterbury, and Maidstone ; the correspondence of Brighton is 
about C 4,000 lettei-s a week ; it receives its night mail by a mail car, I have put 
down a list of a similar number of towns in Ireland, the night mails for which are 
conveyed by mail cars, although railway communication exists to them ; they 
arc Limerick, Waterford, Clonmel, Carlow, and Kilkenny ; the town of the 
largest amount of correspondence in that list is Limerick, with a correspondence 
of 26,000 letters a week, whereas that of Brighton, as I have stated before, is 
64 , 000 . 

3700. With regard to the answer you made relative to the arrangement which 
has been entered into between the Newcastle and Carlisle Raihvay Company and 
the Post-office, do you think it is likely the Postmaster-general would be induced 
to make a similar an-angement with the Waterford and Limerick Railway, if he 
could get the service done upon the same terms ? — My own impression is, judging 
from the opinion I am able to form from former negotiations, that had the 
Waterford and Limerick Raihvay Company been willing to do so, and offei*ed to 
enter into an agreement at a fixed rate of payment of about 1,000 1. a year, 
although I should consider that large, I think the Postmaster-general might 
have been induced to assent to such an arrangement. 

3701. Is there any other observation you wish to make upon that? — In speak- 
ing of the terms we have obtained from railway companies in England, I should 
mention that one railway company has allowed us to send bags at parcel rates 
over a part of its line, viz., between Peterborough and Leeds and Wakefield ; the 
correspondence conveyed by that mail is important, although not large, being that 
between the corn-growing county of Norfolk and the corn market of Wakefield. 
We send in those bags as many letters as we like to send at the ordinary 
chai'ge of a pai-cel ; that is the line of the Great Northern Company. 

3702. Mr. Grogan^ That is, at the ordinary charge of a parcel sent by the 
same train? — Yes; and when an application is made for an additional bag upon 
that line, we look at what the charge would be, and what the estimated number of 
letters is, and if the one would pay for the other we put on the additional bag ; it 
is the parcel charge by the passenger train by which it goes, and not the charge 
by goods train. But for that offer*, w'e should have been comjrelied to refuse an 
accommodation which has given great satisfaction to the corn merchants of 
Wakefield. I think some Honourable Member asked me to produce a state- 
ment of what was formerly paid for the mail coaches in the south of Ireland. 
I have drawn up a statement which I believe to be as nearly as possible correct, 
and the following is a list of the coaches which ran in the south of Ireland in 
the particular districts to which this reference applies, in the year 1846 , before 
we commenced to use railways: there was the Dublin and Cork night mail; 
the Dublin and Limerick mail ; the Dublin and Waterford mail ; the Dublin 
and Cork day mail; the Limerick and Waterford mail; the Limerick and Cork 
mail ; the Limerick and Tralee mail ; the Cork and Bantry mail ; the Cork and 
Waterford mail ; the Cork and Kinsale mail ; the Cork and Clonakilty stage 
coach ; and the Dublin and Kilkenny day mail. 

3703. Mr. F. ScullgJl Was there the Cork and Youghal? — There w’as the Cork 
and Waterford, through Youghal. I can give the expense of any one mail you 
would like to knows the expense of the whole was 14 , 500 /. a year, including 
guards but not tt)lls; then sotting against that the following railway services, the 
Great Southern and Western, the Irish South-Eastern, the Waterford and Kil- 
kenny, and the Waterford and Limerick, I find that we pay for those services 
a sum of nearly 35 , 000 /. a year against 14 , 000 /. for the coaches; this state- 
ment w’as made in consequence of the impression that the coaches formerly 
running cost more than the railway services which liave replaced them now do. 

3704. Chairman.'] Are you quite sure you have taken in all the items of 
expense connected with the former modes of transmission ; were there not other 
modes of transmission at that time besides the mail coaches r — I have merely taken 
the coaches. 

3705. What other modes were there? — There were innumerable cars, as there 
are now ; I have not taken them into account, I have merely taken the main arteries. 

3706. Jlr. 
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3706. Mr. Grogan.l Is the 14 , 000 Z. a year the money actually paid by Eduard Page, 

Government ?— The money actually paid by the Government to horsing con- 

tractors, to coach-builders, and to guards. 30 July 18.55. 

3707. There was a very' heavy item of tolls, was not there ? — I do not recollect 
whether there were tolls paid upon any of those ; but I could not S2>eak -with 
certainty ; I have not considered the tolls in this statement. 

3708. Mr. F. Scully.'] Is there a coach from Dublin to Wexford now? — 

Yes. 

3709. What do you pay for that ?~I have no statement of the present 
cost of the Dublin and Wexford mail ; X have only taken what the cost was 
formerly; the Dublin and Wexford mail 1 have assumed to be common to both 
sides, and therefore I have not included it at all ; the Dublin and Wexford mail 
ran then, and it does now. 

3710. You have not a statement of the former cost* — No. 

3711. What is the present cost ? — I think the Dublin and Wexford mail costs 
us 1,600 1 . a year, including the guar-ds now. 

3712. What is the distance from Dublin to Wexford? — Ninety-two miles. 

3713. It would be very nearly double now what you paid for the mail coaches 
formerly ? — ^There is no doubt that generally speaking mail coaches cost now more 
than they did formerly. 

3714. Why is that? — Principally because there is less traffic generally now to 
support the coach ; there are scarcely any mail coaches ; there was formerly a case 
in England where a contractor paid us 200 1 . a year to be allowed to take the mails. 

37J5. Mr. Grogan.] What mail was that ? — The Lancaster and Carlisle. 

3716. Was that to save the tolls? — Partly, and j)artly for the prestige of con- 
veying the mails. 

3717. Is the Dublin and Wexford mail carried the whole way by'^ coach ? — 

It is. 

3718. Mr. F. Scully.] What was the cost per mile of coaches in 1846 ? — 

1 have not taken the mileage in each case, but I can prepare and put in a return, 
giving the mileage in each case, and I can also include the tolls, if it is desired. 

3719. I should like to know what the mileage was, including everything, for 
the carriage of mails upon those lines ? — It can be i-educed to mileage ; I will 
prepare and put in a statement of that kind. 

3720. Mr. Grogan.] Have you any other paper to put in ? — No. 

3721 . Chairman.] Were the mail coaches the only conveyances that were done 
away with after the railway was used ? — The mail car service underwent consider- 
able change. 

3722. You have not taken that into account? — No, I have not; but although 
we discontinued a great many cars, we also established a great many branch cars 
to the railways. 

3723. You cannot say whether that will increase or diminish the mileage of 
mails conveyed by cars ? — I believe we have increased the number of miles on 
which mails are conveyed by cars, but that is in Mr. Trollope’s department. 

3724. You are not able to give the figures? — No. 

3725. I think you have given us all the cheap railways; will you givens some 
specimens of dear ones in England or Wales ? — I believe the highest ijayment we 
have in England, is between Lancaster and Carlisle; that was until lately at the 
rate of half-a-crown a mile for the night and day mails. It was then reduced to 

2 5. ; as we paid half-a-crown a mile for all the mails, it is not possible to say how 
much of that you can apportion to the night mail, and how much to the day; but 
i have no doubt that the payment for the night mail there w-ould be very high 
indeed, probably nearly 4 s. a mile ; we also until lately have paid as much as S*-. 
a mile to the York, Newcastle and Berwick Company. 

3726. Mr. Groga?i.] What do you pay now ? -It will have to go to arbitration. 

3727. You say until lately; when did you cease to pay the 3 i‘. ?— 1 think we 
have ceased to pay that since the June of the present year. 

3728. The reason I ask the question is, that I hold in my hand a return printed 
by order of the House of Commons, of the lltli of August 1854 , and I do not 
see any entry of that 85. a mile there ? — Perhaps if you look at the North-Eastern 
line you will see it; that is the present name of the railway. 

3729. I do not see it at all ; just point out where it is, if you jfiease ?— During 
the period to which that return applies, 1 believe that the arbitration under which 
we paid that rate wa^ undetermined. 

0.62. G G 3730. I thought 
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Esq. 3730. I thought I understood you to say, that until the June of this present 
year, you were paying at the rate of 3^. a mile ? — Yes. 

30 July 1855. 3731- This return was made in 1854 r — Yes. 

3732. Consequently you must have been under the 3^. a mile payment then ? 
— Yes, but the payment had not been settled ; the arbitration had been pending 
for the service for a long time back, and when the award was made, we were 
ordered to pay 3 s. a mile ; but it does not foUow that the amount of payment had 
been settled; we had to pay by subsequent arbitration, which arbitration was 
pending then. 

3733. When was the subsequent arbitration to which you are referring ? —It 
was settled, I believe, in the latter part of last year, or the beginning of this year; 
there is no service mentioned here ; the payment I speak of had not then been 
settled, and therefore there is no entry of it. 

3734. Why does not this return give it; I understood your first answer to be, 
that until a recent arbitration of some month or two back you were in the habit of 
paying 3 s. a mile ; when I ask you for that return in this paper, you tell me there 
is no decision in the arbitration ? — No ; the two answers are quite consistent. 

3735- Was there any decision by arbitration ever made between the Post-office 
and those parties ? — Yes, and Lord Blandford was the umpire, and he awarded Ss. 
a mile ; that award was I believe given in the latter part of last year or the begin- 
ning of this year. 

3736. Within the last five or six months ? — Y es, as nearly as I recollect, without 
referring to my records. 

3737. Previous to that, what did you pay?— Previous to that, I believe, the 
highest payment we paid to that company was about Is. 7d a mile. 

3738. ^Vas that under arbitration or agreement? — Under arbitration. 

3739. Will you point out to me in this return the Is. Id. r — The award under 
which that 1 s. 7 d. was paid was not then settled ; therefore we could not enter it in 
that return. 

3740. When was that award settled ? — I believe it was settled the latter end 
of last year or beginning of this ; but at any rate, during the period to which this 
return applies, that payment had not been settled, otherwise it would have been 
included here. 

3741 . Then this return does not at all convey to the House of Commons the 
information of what payments were actually being made by the Post-office to those 
different railways at the time it was made ? — Certainly not, and I consider it ill- 
adapted for the purpose for which I presume it was intended. 

3742. Viscount Monck^ Was the payment made to this railway at the time of 
making this return unconcluded ? — It was concluded, but payment had not been 
made during the period to which this return applies. 

3743. Mr. Grogan^l What do you pay to that particular line now ?— It is again 
under arbitration. 

3744. 1 thought you said it was settled?— Yes, but the settlement has been 
again disturbed. An alteration was made in the service, and it must be sent to 
arbitration again. This return is as coiTect as we can make it, but owing to. the 
terms in which it was moved, it is a very awkwardly framed return, and my belief 
is that it is more calculated to mislead than to give information. 

3745. In looking into this return, are there any other lines of railway, to your 
knowledge, which ai’C either omitted or wrongly entered? — Two errors have been 
discovered in this return by the Honourable Chairman, and of those errors I have 
already furnished a correction; they apply to the South Wales, and to the Belfast 
and Bailyinetia. To be a correct return this I'eturii ought to show the rate per 
mile for each mail, for each year or portion of a year, but I would observe that 
there is only given one average rate per mile for all the years. It appears that the 
practice has been in preparing this return for some years past to give in some few 
cases the rate per mile for each particular service mentioned, but not to show the 
variation of rates from time to time. In doing so an error has been committed 
with the South Wales Company’s payment, which is put down there as 2 d. a mile. 
The fact is, that that 2 d. payment was made only for the cheapest service performed 
by that company. For the night mail service we paid as much as 25. lid. 

3746. Are there any other lines of railway to which the Post-office pay for the 
conveyance of letters which is absolutely omitced ? — I cannot answer that question 
off-hand ; but I think it is very probable ; I think the wording of the order might 
be so framed as to give a great deal more information than is given in this return, 

which 
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whicli has constantly misled, to my knowledge, and I should be very glad to see a 
more useful return furnished to The House annually. 

3747. Chairman.'] Perhaps you will suggest what form of return you think 
would be more complete ? — I think I could draw up a form of return which would 
give a great deal more infoimation. 

3748. Will you be so good as to draw it up r — I will ; the return is not however 
very incorrect ; I admit that a few errors have crept into it, but a very great deal 
of care lias been taken in drawing it up. 

3749. As to the North-Eastern, was there any payment to that company during 
those years for which this return was made; that is, the years 1850 to 1853 , 
inclusive ?■ — The ]>ayments made to the company are entered under the head of 
each year. 

3750. Where? — To the company who work the service between York, New- 
castle and Berwick. It will be seen in that return that the payments made for 
each particular service, that was paid for at all, are entered, and that the rate of 
mileage for each particular service is also entered in one column, but not for each 
year. 

3751. What is the name of that particular line? — The York, Newcastle and 
Berwick ; it is at page 8. 

3752. I thought you said that the payment on that line was not to be found in 
this return at all ? — That was a particular portion of it, for a period to which only 
a recent award applied. 

3753-4. The portion you spoke of as being under arbitration ? — Yes ; the service 
performed on another section of that company’s line is also under arbitration. 

3755. Was there any payment made to that branch during those years' for which 
this return is made ? — The whole of the payments actually made are mentioned 
at page 9 . 

3756. .Mr. Grogan.] Do the payments referred to in page 9 , for the years 1850 , 
1851 , 1852 , and 1853 , include that branch line? — They include that service, and 
the payment made for that service, at that pai’ticular time, was only lO^d. a mile. 

37 . 57 * What was it called? — It is now called the North-Eastern; it was then 
called the York, Newcastle and Berwick; the company entered here as the York, 
Newcastle and Berwick Company is now called the North-Eastern. 

3758. Under the head of the York, Newcastle and Berwick, are all the par- 
ticular branches put here included ? — ^They are ; all those branches were worked 
by the York, Newcastle and Berwick Company, now called the North-Eastern. 

3759. Are we to understand that when you were paying the 3 s. a mile it 
included those branches? — The service for which we paid the 36 ‘. a mile is the 
service entered here as having been paid for in 1 853 at 1 0 J a mile. 

3760. How did the lOM* come there ? — I think 10 id. was fixed originally by 
arbitration, but continued from time to time by agreement. 

3761. Did they swell the up. to 3 ^. ? — They did; it was 3 j. for thi’ee 

services out of four. 

3762. Chairman.] I thought you said something about 1 ^. 7 d.? — That was for 

an intermediate period, and also for the line from Normanton to York; it was 
not so much as 1 7 d. north of York, previous to 1853 ; I over-stated it; the 

service which I imagined had been paid for at 1 s. 7 d. appears to have been only 
Hid. ; it was some time ago. 

3763. Mr. Grogan.] Are the. York, Newcastle, and Berwick, the Midland, and 
the York and North Midland, all the same company? — They are three companies 
which were amalgamated; the York, Newcastle, and Berwick, the York and 
North Midland, and the Leeds Northern. 

3764. 1 understood the I s .7 d. to apply to the same line as that upon which 
you were paying 10 it/., and are now paying 3 s.? — Up to the date when the 
company called for a fresh arbitration, wo paid for the service between York and 
Gateshead, and Gateshead and Berwick, about 10 dt/. a mile ; a fresh arbitration 
was demanded by the company, and instead of 10 hd., they obtained first Is. 7 d. 
a mile, and then 3 5. a mile for three out of four daily services. 

3765. That is, you send a bag by every train ? — No; that is for the service 
performed under notice for the regular service, which is here entered as being paid 
for at 10 d<f., and which was paid for at \ 0 id. in the beginning of 1853 , that is, 
the night and day mails in both directions ; then that payment was raised to 3 i. a 
mile, continuing up to June of this year, and then another alteration took place, 
and a fresh arbitration is now pending for that altered service. 

0.6-2. G G 2 3766. What 
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3766. What is the 1 5. 7 cZ. for? — It -was for the service from Normanton to York, 
and for a short time north of York also. 

3767. The 3 s. a mile only applied to the line from York to Gateshead and 
Berwick ? — That is all, for the service under notice, both night and day; it did 
not apply to any of those small services. 

3768. Have any of those branches been varied in their sums?— Many of them 
were changed in the year 1853 , but not to any great extent. 

3769- I understood from the early part of your evidence upon this 

subject, that that line was omitted from this return, and now we have found it? — 
I do not think I said it was omitted ; I think the Honourable Member said it was 
omitted ; it has been subsequently found. 

3770. Mr. Grogan.'] In looking through the list of mails carried by railways in 
the return made on Sir Robert Ferguson’s motion, I do not find any entry of the 
North-Eastern lines to which you refer r — The services performed by the company 
entitled the North-Eastern are the services entered in this return as having been 
]>erformed by the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Company, and the York and 
North Midland Company. 

3771. Chairman.] But the rates of payment which you stated were made to the 
North-Eastern Company are 1 5. "7 d. per mile, and subsequently 3 s. per mile by 
arbitration, do not correspond with this return here r — The payments made for 
those services in the years to which this return applies were only d. and Hie?, 
respectively. 

3772. When did that 1 s. 7 c?. per mile commence which you spoke of some 
time ago ?• — The payment commenced on the 1 st of March 1853 , but was not 
determined by arbitration until about the end of 1854 . 

3773. After this return was made? — No, before this return was made, but 
after the period to which this return applies ; this return only extends up to 1853 . 

3774. And does not include the payment to that company of Ij'. 7 d. per mile, 
or the subsequent one of 3 s. ? — No ; but it will appear in the subsequent return 
next year. 

3775. Mr. GroganJ] Have not the companies called for a fresh arbitration in 
consequence of fresh services? — We have determined to go to a fresh arbitration. 

3776. Until that arbitration is decided you will pay 3 ^. ? — No ; until the arbi- 
tration is decided, we pay nothing at all. 

3777 - When was the fresh arbitration called for by the Post-office . ^The 
alteration took place on the 1st of .Tune. 

3778. Up to the 1 st of June you were charged 3 ^.? — Yes. 

3779. Chaivynan.] Will you proceed to state what other railways receive high 
rates of charge ?— I think the highest payment which I can quote to any company 
in England is that paid to the Chester and Holyhead, which amounts to upwards 
of bs. a mile for the night and day mail trains. 

3780. Mr. F. Scully.] What is the actual sum?— We pay an annual sum of 
30 , 000 1 ., which on calculation comes to nearly 5i9. a mile for each train. 

3781. '^r. Grogan.] Is that an ascertained fixed sum — That 30,000 ?. a year 

was a fixed sum to be paid for five years, which five years expired last March, and 
it will be continued or not according to what the earnings of the company have 
been. , . 

37S2. Am I to understand you that the 30 , 000 ?. a year paid to that particular 
company ran over the years 1850 , 1851 , 1852 , 1853 , and 1854 ? Yes. 

3783. What is the meaning of the variations in the sums paid to this particular 
company, as stated in this retum, if they were under agi’eement at 30,000 1 . a 
year for five years ? — Widiout having before me the materials from which this 
return is made up, I cannot answer that question ; but if you wish for an expla- 
nation of that, it can be given. 

3784. Is it the fact that a special contract for 30 , 000 ?. was made with the 
Chester and Holyhead Company to run over five years?— Yes, commencing from 
the date when the line opened throughout. 

3785. When was that? — March 1850 . 

3786. I perceive in this return, that different sums are stated as having been 
paid ; you are not able to give an explanation of that ? — This return gives the 
pavments actually made in the year, and probably the variation which you 
observe is caused by the different periods at which the accounts were sent in and 
paid ; the items mentioned here do not belong to the service performed in the 
vear. but they are the actual payments made within the year. 

^ 3787. Taking 
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3787 . Taking that explanation of the variations in the iigures to be correct, 
the average of the five years ought to be 30,000 1. a year ? — No, because it is quite 
possible that the total payments made in the five years do not represent payment 
for the service perfonned in the five years; supposing payments to be delayed, as 
they might be, they would be excluded from this return, and therefore it*^ would 
^appear in this return as if we paid less in one year for the same service than in the 
previous year. 

3788 . How are payments made ? — Quarterly. 

3789 . Would not that quarterly payment, instead of coming into the account of 
the year to which it belonged, appear under the return for the subsequent year ? 
— But this return finishes at the end of the year 1853, and supposing payments 
«of arreai's were made in 1854, those would not appear at all. 

3790 . Mr. Hill stated the difficulty of making an accurate return of the pay- 
ments made for the reason you have stated, but he said that the only correct way 
of getting at them was to take an average of three years ?— 1 do not think he 
•stated that as to payments to railways ; I think he was speaking of the estimated 
irevenue of a district. 

3791 . Have you Mr. Hill’s evidence before you in answer to Question No. 53? 
— Yes. 

3792 . Does not it appear from Mr. Hill’s evidence on that occasion, that in 
-consequence of the payments of one year being, as you describe, sometimes made 
in the subsequent year, and therefore the returns of those two yeai-s not showing 
<the exact exj)enditure of those two years, he represents the only correct mode of 
^ascertaining the expense to be to take the average of three years ? — No, I do not 
think he intended that to be more than a fair mode of estimating the revenue ; 
I do not think he stated that to be the correct mode of ascertaining the payment 
ito railway companies. 

3793- Will you read the question and answer ? — “ Mr. Scully.'] I observe that 
in 1852-53 the gross revenue was 196,298 I, and the gross expenditure 192,667 /. ; 
comparing that with the year ending March 1855, 1 find the gross revenue 200,904/., 
and the gross expenditure 181,616 1 . ; therefore it appears that the gross revenue 
lias increased by over 4,000 L, whereas the expenditure has decreased from 1 92,000 /. 
to 181,000/.; I wish to know in what way that saving has been effected? — I could 
not speak confidently in reply to that question without a very careful examination 
of the accounts ; all accounts of this kind should be received with some sort of 
■distrust, inasmuch as a statement of expenditure is a statement of actual jiayments 
within the year, but it may or may not represent exactly the service performed in 
the year ; as for instance, the Postmaster-general directs a railway company to 
mn certain trains ; the remuneration to the company is i-are!y settled immediately 
that the service commences, it is usually determined by arbitration, perhaps after 
the lapse of a year or two, or even three or four years occasionally ; then we have 
to pay up a heavy arrear, and the whole of that payment necessarily appears in 
the account of the particular year in which it is made. It was partly for that 
reason that I thought I should be conveying information more accurately to the 
Committee if I took a series of three years than if I rested the statement solely 
upon a single year.” “The account is still more striking in 1854-55, for, while 
in Great Britain I find the gross expenditure has increased as compared with 
1852-53, over 200,000 /. per annum, in Ireland it has decreased, as compared 
with the same period, about 11,000/. per annum? — Yes; probably very much 
■owing to circumstances of the kind I have mentioned.” 

3794 . Is he not referring there to the gross expenditure ? — Yes, but he is not 
referring to the payment to any particular railway. 

3795* Mr. Hill stated there as a proposition, that in order to get at an accu- 
rate average of the expenditure for the railw’ays in the country, it is desirable to 
take an avei*age of three years?' — Yes. 

3796 - Will the average of three years, as tr> this pai'ticular lino as returned to 
Parliament, give 30,000/. per annum? — No, I do not suppose it will ; Mr. Hill ’s 
mode of estimate might be perfectly coirect in the gross, but might not be so as 
to any particular line. In many cases we do not make any payment at all to a rail- 
way company for three or four years ; in that case the average of three years 
would be totally fallacious. 

3797. Chairma7i.] Will you state some more lines to which a high rate of 
payment is made?— I will quote some of the lines to which the highest payments 
are made, but it must not be presumed that I consider the payments excessive, 

0 . 62 . G G 3 or 
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Edward Page, Esq. Or that I am expressing any opinion upon them. Between Ely and Peterborough 

we pay 2 . s. Ik d. a mile, that is the Eastezm Counties; between Peterborough 

30 July 1855. and Grimsby we pay 2 s. Id. a. mile; to the North Union Railway Company, 
between Parkside and Reston, we pay 3 s. 6c?. a mile; between London and Dover 
we pay for the night mail 2 s. 3 <?. a mile ; to the Scottish Central Company we 
pay Is. 8c?. a mile; to the Dundee and Perth, 3 s. a mile; to the Caledonian, 
about Is. lOcZ. Those appear to be the highest payments we make for railway 
services. 

3798. Have you in South Wales? — As to the South Wales, I have ah-eady 
mentioned that we paid up to a certain date 2 s. 11 c?. a mile. That arbitration is . 
now again pending. 

3799. Mr. G 7 'ogan,'] To what date ? — I believe that payment of 2 s. 11 c?. 
ceased as long as a year and a half ago ; about the end of 1853 . That is the case 
which I mentioned as having been incoi-rectly returned ; here the mileage is stated 
at 2 d., it should be 2 d. for one particular service, and 2 s. lie?, for the London 
night mail ; it is an error of the clerk, and I at once admit it. 

3800. Where does it lam from ? — It commences a few miles west of Gloucester, 
and goes to Haverfordwest. 

3801. How many miles is that? — I imagine the distance to be about 150 
miles. 

3802. Are you able to state the number of letters transmitted by it? — I have 
not prepared any return of the number of letters coirveyed upon it, but the revenue 
of the principal places which it serves can be stated: Haverfordwest has 13,000 
letters a week ; Carmarthen has 13,000 letters a week; Newport has 21,000 
letters a w'eek ; Cardiff has 30,000 letters a week ; Swansea has 13,000 letters a 
week ; Chepstow hn^ 3,500 letters a week. 

3803. Does that South Wales line commence at Chepstow?— It commences 
between Gloucester and Chepstow ; those which I have named are some of the 
piincipal towns served. 

3804. Do- you know the number of miles run between Peterborough and 
Grimsby by the Great Northern?— It is a little short of 80 miles. 

3805. You pay 2 s. H/. in that case? — Tor the night mail train, under notice, 
we pay 2s. Iz/. a mile. 

3806. What do you pay for the night mail? — Seventeen pounds a day. 

3807. A gross sum ? — Yes ; those were the tenns of the award, 17 ?. a day. 

3808. What is the day mail per mile ?— The payment made for the day mail 
upon that company’s line is 6 c?. a mile. 

3809. And 2 s. 1 d. for the night mail? — Yes. 

3810. The distance is about 80 miles?— Yes ; we do not convey the day mail 
the whole distance over that line ; we only take the day mail as far as Boston on 
the Grimsby branch. 

3811. As far as you take it you pay 6 c/. a mile?— We pay 6c/. on the main line 
and most of the branches. 

381 2. Is that under arbitration ? — No, it is under agreement. 

3813. Can you state the number of letters by the night mail traversing that 
district? — No; it is impossible without preparing an account to state what the 
number of letters is by any particular* mail. 

3814. My object is to ascertain for what postal accommodation you pay that 
sum ?— I can give you the w'hole number of letters delivered in every town served 
by that line for a week; it will take some little time to prepare, and I should say 
that we pass over several companies’ lines in that route; I can give you the revenue 
of the towns upon the line between Peterborough and Boston, for which we pay 
25 . Id. a mile ; we do not take the day mail to Grimsby. 

381,5. Will you give the annual revenue of Peterborough ?— There are 10,000 



letters a week. . , , 1, i 

3816 What is the annual revenue ; I presume that includes ail letters from 
every ]iart of the kingdom?— The total number of letters delivered in Peter- 
borough is 10,000 a week. , , . ,i 

3817. That does not give the income ?— No ; this is the form in which the 
accounts 1 hold in my hand are kept ; but the income can be calculated. _ 

3818. Take the next town?— Spalding; the number of letters delivered is 
6,000 a week; Boston. 1 1,000 a week. 

3819. WTiat is Great Grimsby?— We do not send a day mail to Great Grimsby 

that wav. „ 

3820. Do 
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3820 . Do you take the night mail by that route ? — Yes. 

3821 . Will you give the number of letters in that case ? — Four thousand seven 
hundred. 

3822 . One subject of our inquiry has been the use of the Limerick and Water- 
ford Railway; it is 75 or 76 miles in length altogether; I want to institute a 
comparison between the revenue and expense of that line, and the line which we 
are now speaking of, because the one is 76 miles, and the ether is 80 miles in 
length ? — If I had known your object I could have shortly given that ; the way 
in which I put it was by taking the number of letters delivered in a week at New- 
castle, Gateshead, and Carlisle ; those being the only towns of any importance at 
all, the letters between which are conveyed upon that line. Newcastle has 58,000 
letters a week, Gateshead 14,000, and Carlisle, 20,000, giving a total of 92,000. 
Then I have taken the number of letters delivered in a week to the principal 
towns upon the Waterford and Limerick lines of railway. Waterford, has 
12,000; Garrick, 2,500 ; Clonmel, 8,000 ; Cahii*, 1,500 ; Tipperary, 2,600 ; and 
Limerick, 26,000 ; a total of 52,000 against 92,000. 

3823 . You have instituted a comparison between Newcastle and Carlisle, and 
now I want you to institute a comparison between Peterborough and Great 
Grimsby ? — But I instituted the comparison in order to show that the Post-office 
might be prepared to make a payment for tbe services between Waterford and 
Limei'ick, somewhat similar to that which was made for services between New- 
castle and Carlisle. 

3824 . I wish to institute a comparison between those particular lines, for this 
reason, that the one line is 80 miles in length, and the- other 75 miles in length ; 
the payment demanded on the Waterford and Limerick was 2s\ 3d. for the night 
mail, but it was said they would cany it for 2 s.; the payment made in this instance 
is 2 s. 1 d. for the night mail ; the payment demanded for the day mail upon the 
Limerick and Waterford was 9 c?. ; the payment actually made to this coinpauy, as 
far as it takes the day mail, is 6d. ; therefore I think the elements of comparison 
are more applicable between those two lines than any we have had under considera- 
tion ; it is for that reason I want to call your attention to those two lines, and I 
want to get the incomes as far as we can get them? — In the one instance we have 
a special mail train under legal notice, and in the other we have not. I do not 
state that 2s. 3 c?. is a very heavy payment for a special night train ; it may be in 
itself a very cheap payment, but, at the same time, the Post-office may not be able 
to afford to pay it for conveying a small amount of correspondence. 

3825 . Am i to understand that the objection made is simply one of revenue ; 
that the importance of the Waterford and Limerick line being used for a night 
mail is admitted ; you admit the importance of the line ? — No, I do not ; I think 
the objects to be gained by putting a night mail upon that line have been already 
stated, and have been shown to be almost valueless. It should be shown why the 
Post-office did use that line between Peterborough and Grimsby for the night mail; 
the reason that that line was ever used at all for the night mail was not to serve 
Great Grimsby, which is an unimportant town, but lo serve Hull, which is an 
important towu, and for many years the London hag for Hull was conveyed upon 
that line vid Great Grimsby ; the letters for Hull amount to 64,000 a week. 

3826 . How are the London letters now transmitted to Hull ? — They now go 
by the Jlidland line to Nornianton, and then from Normanton via Selby. 

3827 . They do not noAv pass by Great Grimsby r — No ; but up to January this 
year, they did go that w'ay. 

3828 . Ficf Great Grimsby ? — Yes; and there is no doubt that the night mail 
train upon that line would never have been used if its object had been merely to 
serve Grimsby. 

3829 . Viscount Monclc7\ I presume that the reason of its continuance is, that 
the contract remains in existence ! — ^There is no contract at all ; w'e might termi- 
nate it when we like ; but the Post-office liesitate to u'itlidraw an accommodation 
which has existed so many years without carefully considering whether they can 
provide for the service by some other means, without material injury to the places 
affected. 

3830 . Mr. Grogan^ Will you take the town of Great Grimsby, and the imme- 
diate towns of Peterborough, Boston, and Spalding, and make a return of the 
number of letters ? — Yes ; but I must include Hull. 

3831 . No; the towns of Peterborough, Boston, and Spalding r~There are very 

few towns upon that route. ^ 

0 . 62 . ® ® 4 3832 . But 



Edward Page, Esq, 



30 July 1855. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




240 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 

Edward 3832. But will you give the Committee the total number of letters weekly 
■ ■ transmitted to the towns along that line by the day and night mails, and the 

30 July 1855. revenue which the Post-office receives in consequence? — I will prepare the best 

statement in my power. 

3833. Viscount MonckP^ With refei’ence to that line of railway, you have no 
doubt now that if that line, merely as a means of communication to Great 
Grimsby, were brought before the notice of the Postmaster-general for the first 
time, he would not employ a special night train upon it for that purpose? — 1 am 
quite sure he would not; there is no doubt whatever about it. The train was 
set up purj)osely to serve Hull ; it has been discontinued between Grimsby and 
Hull, and for the present it has been continixed as far as Grimsby. 

3834. Mr. Grogan?\ Have you given any notice to discontinue the night mail 
upon that line r — No. 

3835. You liave mentioned that there are instances in which the mails are 
cairied by carts in England, there being railways in existence running parallel 
with the road ; you alluded to the Brighton case ; is there any other analogous 
instance ? — I mentioned some others. We convey the letters for Salisbury as far as 
the Redbridge Station by rail, and from there, a distance of about 30 miles, by cart. 
The letters for Maidstone go down to Rochester by rail, and from there by cart. 
1 am speaking of the night mail. Oxford is served by mail cart from the Steventon 
station with its night mail. 

3836. Chairman?^ Speaking of the night mail r — Yes. 

3837. Mr. Grogan-I Just take the Bi*ightbn case. The Brighton letters are 
dispatched from London by the Dover mail ? — Yes. 

3838. Which passes Reigate ? — Reigate Junction. 

3S39. At Reigate the Brighton bags are taken from the railway, and sent by 
cart down to Brighton? — ^Yes. 

3840. They arrive at Brighton when? — They arrive at Brighton about three 
o’clock in the morning. 

384 1 . Serving all intermediate towns ? — Whatever towns there are intermediate. 
I think there are three, Crawley, Cuckfield, and Hurstperpoint. 

3842. 'I'liere is the Brighton Railway continuous from Reigate into Brighton r — 
Yes. 

3843. Are the towns to which you refer 011 that railway ? — Close to it ; within 
a mile or two. 

3844. Will you explain the reason why the Post-office do not use the railway ? 
— Because the expense would he higher than any benefit which the district could 
derive would justify. 

3845. Has any proposal ever been made by the Brighton Railway Company to- 
carry the mail upon their line ? — I believe some years ago the question was mooted; 
I caniiot state the terms, but there never was any desire upon the part of tlie 
Post-office to establish a night mail upon that line, because there is clearly no 
necessity for it. 

3840. It was considered that the expense would be too large? — ^Yes, for the 
benefit derived. 

3847. 'Jltere never has been a night mail train there ? — Never. 

3848. Mr. Barrowi] The Brighton Railway Company do not run a train them- 
selves at the time of night wliich would suit you, I supj^ose r — They have no train 
at an hour which would suit our service. I thiuk the last train is at eight o’clock 
from London. 

3849. Mr. Grogan.'] You instituted a comparison between the line from London 
to Dorchester, a distance of 166 miles, and the line between Dublin and Cork, as 
analogous iustanccs ? — Yes. 

3850. I do not want to undervalue the importance of Dorchester, but is it in 
any respect an analogous town to Cork? — I think that is best estimated by the 
number of letters. I do not think I attempted to make any comparison between 
the town of Dorchester and the city of Cork ; what I said was, that the total 
number of letters for which those trains between London and Dorchester are 
available is very much higher than the total number of letters for which the line 
betNX'een Dublin and Cork is available ; Dorchester itself I believe to be a com- 
paratively luiimportant town. 

385 1 . It is not a shipping town ? — I believe not. 

3852. Have you ever been in Cork ? — Never. 

3853. Are you aware that it is an important shipping town? — I am. 

3854. Do 
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38.54. Do you not consider that the line of railway between Dublin and Cork 
is one of the best and most important, if not the best and most important line in 
Ireland — I have always considered the Dublin and Belfast line as being the most 
important. I have no doubt the Dublin and Cork line is also an important line 
for Ireland. 

3855* Can its importance for the south of Ireland be over-estimated? — That 
depends upon how you estimate it ; I estimate it by the number of letters it 
conveys. 

.3856. For postal accommodation and public convenience can it be over- 
estimated ? — I only consider the question in a Post-office point of view. I 
estimate the value to the Post-office of every railway by the number of letters we 
can or do usefully send upon it. 

3857. You have stated that the payment for the use of railways in Ireland is so 
very much more than it is in England r — Yes. 

38.') 8. On that particular line between Dublin and Cork, you pay 4 s. 6 c/. for 
the night mail r — Y es. 

3859. What do you pay for the same service between London and Dorchester? 
— Being a daily payment, it is not reduced to mileage, but 1 believe the mileage 
will be found in the return to which allusion has already been made; the rate per 
mile for the night mail train between London and Southampton is Is. 8<i. ; 
from Southampton to Dorchester, the payment stated in this return is Is. 6rf. ; 
but I think that must be the average for night and day mails ; the award gives the 
daily payment. 

3860. The Is. 6(/. applies only betw’een Southampton and Dorchester ? — That 
is so. 

3861 . Is that under arbitration ? — It is. 

3862. Are you certain it is under arbitration ? — The payment between South- 
ampton and Dorchester, I am quite sure, was originally settled by arbitration. 

3863. Have you reason to know whether both the Post-office and the railway 
jiarties are satisfied with that payment, or do you know anything at all about it r 
— I do not know what the company consider. 

3864. Does the Post-office consider Is. Qd. a reasonable price ? — If the Post- 
office considered it an unfair price they would probably reopen the award for that 
service, which it might do from lapse of time. 

3865. You j)ay 4s. 6 if. a mile upon the Irish South-Western? — Yes, for the 
night mail. 

3866. Is that under arbitration r — It was, but the 4 s. 6 <f. is continued under 
agreement now. 

3867. If the Post-office considered it unreasonable, I presume they would call 
for a new arbitration ? — They might or might not, but the Post-office, as Mr. Hill 
explained, obtained from the railway company a certain additional service, and in 
consideration of that additional service we agreed to continue that payment a 
little longer ; we did not state that we would continue it for ever, or for any 
particular time, but we continue it for the present. 

3868. Will it continue until you give notice for a change ? — Yes, or until an 
alteration in the service shall take place which will enable us to reopen the award 
if we think proper. 

38G9. If, therefore, no alteration shall be made in it, and the present service 
continues as it is, the Post-office are bound to pay the sum of 4s. Qd . : — I think we 
are, but the Committee must be aware that the Post-office may have to alter it at 
any time, and can alter the service at any moment when circumstances require it. 

3870. It is not the practice of the Post-office, I presume, to make an alteration 
merely for the purpose of getting a new arbitration ? — Certainly not. 

387 1 . Unless a change in the present service of the Great Southern and Western 
shall take place, which depends upon the Post-office, you will remain under pay- 
Jiient of 4.y. 6(/. a mile ? — Yes. 

3872. That is, not under arbitration, but by agreement r — Originally fixed by 
arbitration, but continued by agreement. 

3873. Consequently there can be no doubt in the mind of the Post-office 
authorities as to the importance of the lijio between Dublin and Cork, seeing that 
they continue to pay that price ?— I do not know that that consideration entered 
into the views of the Postmaster-general in agreeing to continue llie payment, 
but I Lave no doubt he felt justified, considering tlie additional accommodation 

0.62. H H given, 
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given, iu continuing the payment ■ upon the same terms, or he would not have 
sanctioned it. 

30 July 1855. 3874. Is it an imreasonahle assumption upon my part,- therefore, the line between 

Dorchester and Southampton being paid at the rate of I5. Qd. a mile for the mail, 
all parties being satisfied, and the line between Dublin and Cork being- paid at 
4 i. 6 c/. a mile, all parties being satisfied, if I estimate the one as three times 
important as the other r — I do not think you can correctly draw any such conclu- 
sion. 

3875. Do not you pay in proportion to the accommodation afforded? — No, 
not always. 

3876. Do not you endeavour to- do so ? — We should like to do so. In some 
cases we pay out of proportion to the value of the correspondence, but as far as 
we can we like to keep the payment in some degree proportionate to the benefit 
we derive from it. 

3877. When you are of opinion that you pay a sum out of proportion to the 
convenience for postal communication afforded by a line, do not you take steps to 
alter it ? — No, not necessarily. It depends upon a variety of circumstances. 

3.878. Is.it not the general practice to do so? — No, we. seldom withdraw an 
accommodation once-given, even although the result ha^.shown that we are paying 
more than, properly speaking, we think we ought to pay for the benefit derived;, 
that is shown with resjject to the line of .which we were speaking just now, the 
Grim.sby line. There can be no doubt whatever that Grimsby is not entitled to 
that night mail train, but having enjoyed that accommodation for many years, in 
consequence of being upon the line between Peterborough and Hull, the Post- 
mastei'-general has not withdi-awn it at present ; whether he will do so or not I 
cannot say ; I think it is very probable. 

3879. In regard to the particular line between Dublin and Cork, are you aware 
that not very long ago letters for (.,'arlow were transmitted by the night mail on 
that line r — Yes. 

3880. What did you pay for that? — The same as on the main line; 4 5. Qd. a 
mile. 

3881. Was that accommodation for some reason or other withdrawn? — The 
transmission of the bags by train was withdrawn, but the accommodation of Carlow 
was not injured by that withdrawal. 

3882. Viscount Monck.l The accommodation of Carlow was not diminished r 
— The accommodation of Carlow was not diminished. We have not the means 
of affording Grimsby the same accommodation it now has by train in any other 
way ; if we had those means we should take off the train directly. 

3883. Ml-. Grogan.~\ Would there be any difficulty in supplying that accom- 
modation to Grimsby by a one-horse cart ? — There would be difficulty in continu- 
ing as good accommodation as it now has. 

3884. At what time does a letter by the night mail arrive iu Grimsby now? — 
About half-past four in the morning. 

3885. I presume the Grimsby letters ai*e delivered about eight? — About 
seven, I believe. 

38S6. Is it not possible to have the letters iu Grimsbyin time for delivery at seven 
o’clock 'by another postal arrangement, by carrying the letters by cai-t ? — By none 
that I am aware of ; I know of no means of bringing them into Grimsby suffi- 
ciently early. 

3887. Where does the line at present turn? — The nearest point of railway 
communication to Grimsby upon any other line is PIull ; but then there is the 
Humber between them, which is a formidable obstacle. 

3888. However, the practical point is, that you pay I5. 6tf. a mile upon the 
Dorchester and Southampton line, and you pay 4 ^. Qd. upon the other, and yoii 
have not in either case reopened the agreement? — Up to the present time we 
have not. But in my statement in the early part of my evidetice, I compared the 
annual i-ates, and not the rates per mile, which I have not had an opportunity of 
calculating.- 

3889. You have explained to the Committee the reason why it is hard to give 
the annual expenditure connected with railways for Post-office purposes, by reason 
of the payments for one year not always being made within that year ; can you 
state, generally, what quarterly payments were due, but were not made, in the 
year for the years 1851 - 2 - 3-4 and 5 ? — -No, -it varied very enormously; we had, 
at one time, an arrear of payment to the Great Western alone of 150 , 000 /. 

5$gp. For 
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3i>90. For how many years was that running on ? — For about three and a half EdieardPa're Esh- 
yeai's. ' 

3891. When was that made? — I cannot tell what year it was made in, but a 30 July 1855. 
few years ago ; it was in 1848 , I think ; there is an entry made here of a payment 

in 1854 ; there is no payment appearing in 1850 - 51-52 and 53 ; there is no pay- 
ment to the Great Western for those four years, if you look at the return. 

3892. Have you recently, made an alteration of your arrangement with the 
Great Southern and Westeim of Ireland for tne transmission of mails? — Yes. 

3893- Have you 2^nt on a travelling post-oiEce? — We have a travelling post- 
office by the trains which carry the night mail. 

3894.. Is that the only alteration made? — No ; we have altered the day mail 
tiain ; it was altered in December last as to the hour of departure. 

3895. Are those the only alterations you have made? — The only alterations of 
any material importance ; there have been alterations of a few minutes in time, I 
believe ; but the only alterations of any material importance were first the esta- 
blishment of a travelling post-office, and an acceleration of speed between the 
junction and Cork ; that was as regards the night mail ; and secondly, as regards 
the day mail, an earlier dispatch from Dublin, and a somewhat later arrival in 
Dublin. 

3896. And in consideration of this additional accommodation given to the 
Post-office by this company, you have adhered to the price paid under the original 
arbitration ? — We have agreed for the present to adhere to that price, 

3897. Was it ever submitted to the company by the Post-office to take the 
mail bags by every train — No; the Post-office does not usually take the initi- 
ative in these cases ; I believe I may say almost every one of the arrangements 
now in existence have originated in offers made by the railway comiranies them- 
selves. 

3898. It is not cnstomaiy for the Post-office to make those proposals to the 
companies r — No, generally speaking. 

3890. In the case of the Newcastle and Carlisle yon were paying that company 
900 1 . a year for the transmission of one mail ? —The payment varied to that com- 
pany considerably, but I believe the last payment made to them was at the rate 
of nearly 900 1 . a year ; at one time it was only 600 1 . a year ; that was for day 
mails entirely for one train in each direction, the hours of which we fixed, and 
which hours were very inconvenient for their traffic ; they were trains which ran 
at those hours purposely to suit the Post-office. 

3900. You have now' arranged with that company upon their proposal to make 
a bag by every train for a lump sum of 1 , 000 1 . a year? — Yes. 

3901 . Do you carry the night mail by that means ? — There are no night trains 
upon that line ; we carry what we call the London night mail for the jjlaces upon 
the line, but there are no night trains. 

3902. How' are the night mails transinitted ? — By the time the London mail 
arrives at Newcastle the train becomes a day train. 

390,3- Ho you know the mileage between Carlisle and New'castle? — I stated it 
as 59 -|- miles. The total mileage travelled by passenger trains in a day, is 595 
altogether. 

3904. The distance betw'een the two towns is 59 ^ miles ? — Yes. 

3905- What is the mileage in the case of the Post-office? — I believe we use 
every train upon that line. 

3906. For the privilege of sending a mail by every train you pay 1 , 000 /. a 
year ? — Yes, 

3907. In the case of the Southampton and Dorchester line, is there a day mail 
upon that? — Yes. 

3908. Is that included in the 1 ^. Qcl. ? — The pa}Tnent which we actually make 
for the day mail betw'een Southampton and Doi'chester is a second-class fare. 

3909. It ought to be an addition to the I5. Qd. w'hich you pay for the night 
mail ? — It is in addition to the night mail. 

3910. Do you consider the sum of 1 , 000 /. ayear a fair payment to the Carlisle 
company for transmitting a bag by all their trains, the distance being- 59 s miles ? 

— I consider it on the whole a fair arrangement between the Post-office and the 
company, yielding to them a very fair jn-ofit, and to us fair accommodation. 

391 1. If the line had been 76 miles, would you have made a proportionate 
addition to the payment according to the mileage ? — No, I do not think so ; I do 
not think we take into consideration the actual length of the line ; we take into 

0.62. H H 2 consideration 
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Eixoard Consideration wh at are the actual services oifered, and of what value they would 

-{jg ^g . niore probably to the number of letters conveyed than to the 

30 July 1855. length of the railway. 

391 2. In considering the proposals of any railway company to you, do you take 
into account the inconvenience and the expenditure imposed upon that company 
by carrying the mails ? — That is a question taken into account by the arbitrator, 
and not by the Post-office. In establishing such an arrangement as this between 
Newcastle and Carlisle for the use of all the ordinary trains, we knew there was 
no inconvenience, because all we stipulated for was, that w’e should have the use 
of the trains which they themselves ran for their own purposes, the hours of which 
they entirely controlled themselves. 

3913. Have you formed any opinion whether such a sum would be in excess of, 
or under the sum, which in case of arbitration the parties might have got r — I 
know of no case in which we have gone to arbitration for fixing the sum to be 
paid to a comj')any for the use of all their trains. 

3914. When you were paying 900 1 . a year, was that under agreement or arbi- 
tration ? — Partly the one, and partly the other. 

3915. Would it not be in your opinion, as intimately connected and conversant 
with post-office business, an advantage if a letter-bag were transmitted by every 
train out of Dublin? — I question whether the merchants of a metropolis like to 
have so many communications as that ; I believe that all merchants of a metropolis, 
at any rate, prefer a single arrival in the morning of the whole of their letters, 
and I doubt if much facility would be given by using all the trains out of Dublin. 

3916. Are you acquainted with the particulars of the deliveries in Dublin at 
this moment ? — No, I am not ; they do not come under my cognizauce at all. 

3917. Chairman.'\ Are you aware of the arrangements with respect to London 
and Liverpool letters passing through Dublin during the day? — I am aware that 
letters from England arrive in Dublin twice a day. 

3918. Are you aware that in one case those letters for the country, which 
arrive in IDubiin, are detained there for several hours r — -Yes. 

3919. Would it not be convenient for merchants in the country to receive those 
by an earlier train than the night -train, by which they go at present ?™As regards 
letters intended for the few towns situate within a radius of .50 or 70 miles round 
Dublin, it would be so ; but if you went beyond that, .1 believe the arrival would 
be at so late an hour that the accommodation would be of little value. 

3920. Are you aware that the train which leaves here at nine o’clock p.m. 
airives in Dublin at half-past nine the following morning, and that there is a train 
leaving Dublin at 12 ? — Yes. 

3921. Would not that take letters, so that they might be delivered at an hour 
sufficiently early for commercial purposes in the evening ? — I think the tendency 
of the evidence of the witnesses before this Committee has been to show that 
the delivery of letters, unless finished before three o’clock in the day, is not of 
much value. 

3922. That is for banking purposes ? — For banking and general business. 

3923. Are there no other business purposes to be taken into account except 
banking purposes ?— I think the facility would perhaps be considered of some 
value by a few towns, but I think the majority of the merchants of the larger 
towns would not attach much value to a late afternoon delivery of those letters, 
and I think such an accommodation would not be one for which we could consider 
ourselves justified in making any large payment. 

3924. If letters dispatched from here at nine o’clock were to reach Waterford 
at six o’clock in the evening of the following day instead of at seven the succeeding 
morning, do not you think that would be a great advantage to the commerci^ 
community ? — I certainly do not think it would afford mi advantage worth paying 
mucir for. 

3925. "Why do not you think so ? — Because I think that most merchants finish 
their business before si.x o’clock in the evening. 

3920. Supposing it was an important communication, and they were enabled to 
reply that same evening by the return night mail ; would not that be an advan- 
tage? — Of course in a case of great urgency the facility of replying quicker than 
they can now send it would be of some importance, but all communications are 
not of that urgency; nor do I think if the mail were delivered at Waterford after 
six o’clock in the evening, and the facility of reply up to nine o’clock were 
given, more than very, few of those letters would be replied to. 

3927. Mr. 
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3927. Ml*. Grogan.~\ If that be correct, how do you account for the very large 
•income which the Telegraph Company receive ? — The Post-office does not and 
cannot attempt to compete with the Telegraph Company in the quickness of trans- 
mitting communications. 

3928. If your opinion be coiTect, that it would not be an object to individuals 
to receive letters as quickly as they possibly could be transmitted, how do you 
account for the large income of the Telegraph Company r — The telegraph is made 
use of in cases in which it must always beat the Post-office. 

3029. Would not the dispatch of letters from Dublin by the half past 12 o’clock 
train, instead of their remaining there till the evening, be an acceleration somewhat 
similar in value to the telegraph ?■ — No, I think it would only be valuable in a very 
few immediate cases. 

3930. Would not a letter be in Waterford on the same day, and indeed at an 
hour before it now leaves Dublin? — Undoubtedly it would. 

3931. Would not that be an accommodation to people there, and those resident 
all round about? — It would be an accommodation, but not a great accom- 
modation, or worth paying much for. 

3932. Mr. F. Scully.] If the conveyance of letters were accelerated' between 
London and Dublin, so that letters dispatched from here at night could be 
forwarded from Dublin by the day mail, would not that be a great convenience, 
arriving as they would at Waterford about two o’clock in the day? — Yes, but to 
: assume that you must assume a much larger amount of accelei-ation than the 
Post-office has as yet been given to understand that the railway and steam-boat 
companies are prepared to afford. 

3933. But is it not possible ?— I feel quite satisfied that it is not only possible, 
but that it will be done before many years are over. 

3934 - By increasing the speed of the trains to Holyhead, and by having larger 
•and more powerful boats across to Kingstown ? — Yes ; the mode of doing it has 
been already shown in a former Parliamentary Committee. I believe it to be 
perfectly practicable ; but at ])resent it appears that it would be attended with an 
•enormous outlay, far more than the Post-office can bear. 

3935 * Would it cost the Post-office much to improve the mode of sending 
.letters to Holyhead ? — That depends upon the terms which they are able to obtain 
from the railway compnies ; the question has been already very extensively con- 
-sidered, and I believe is at present under consideration. 

3936. Such an arrangement as that would be of great importance to large 
towns, like Clonmel and Waterford ?~The benefit of such an an-angement to 
those towns, as regards the London mail, would depend upon whether we could 
bring the London night mails into Dublin in time for the present dispatch of the 
day mails. The change hitherto proposed would involve a later dispatch of 
the day mails out of Dublin ; you cannot at the present time (and no proposal 
has ever yet been made which would do it) bring the mails into Dublin suffi- 
ciently early to admit of their going out at the present hour of the disjjatch of 
the day mails. 

3937. Suppose it were done, would it not be attended with great advantage ? — 
Undoubtedly. 

3938. Mr. Grogan.] Have you personally considered the subject? — I have. 

3939. Have you any doubt that the mails may be transmitted from London to 
Dublin in 12 hours? — I believe it has been offered to transmit them from Euston- 
square station to Westland-row station in 12 hours, but not from Post-office to 
Post-office. 

3940. Could they be transmitted, in your opinion, in llj houi-sr — I feel quite 
sure, by an improvement of the packets to a sufficient extent, it may be done in 
11 hours. 

394 i . Arc you aware that an Act passed this session for the purpose of improv- 
ing the postal communication chiefly by more powerful packets bet-ween Holyhead 
and Kingstown ? — I am. 

3942. When those packets are on the station, have you any doubt in your own 
mind that the conveyance of the mail from Euston-squai*e station to Westland- 
row station may be done in 11 hours? — I have no doubt it might be done in 11 
hours from station so station, or even less. 

3943. What time would be necessary to transmit the bags from the Post-office 
to Euston-square, and from the Westland-row station to the Post-office in Dublin? 
— You would require half an hour at the London end and rather less at the 

0.62. II H 3 Dublin 
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Bd’ward Page,'Esci. Dublin end, and you would require at least an hour as margin for casualties and 

delays; no arrangement of that kind should be tied up so closely without affording- 

.30 July J.855. a margin. 

3944. Does it take half an hour to transmit the mail bags from the General 
Post-office here to Euston-square ? — We could transmit the Irish bags only in that 
time. 

3945. What is the time allowed now? — Three-quarters of an hour ; not in the 
actual journey, but for packing the bags, &c. 

3946. There is a travelling post-office on the line between London and Holy- 
head ? — Yes, all the way. 

3947. VVould there be any difficulty in the letters intended for the interior of 
Ireland being sorted in that travelling post-office, so that on the arrival oi' the 
mail at Westland-row it could at once be dispatched ? — It would be possible to 
sort the letters upon the line, but not in the existing travelling post-office ; it 
would require an additional travelling post-office, and independent means for that 
purpose. 

3948. But you see no difficulty in their being sorted on the road? — I see no- 
difficulty in the letters for transmission through Dublin being sorted on the I’oad. 

3949. If that course were adopted, what difficulty would there be in the letters 
being at once dispatched on their arrival in Ireland into the interior of the country? 
They might at once be dispatched. The proper arrangement would be that you 
should take them first to the Post-office, to place them in the bags made up in 
Dublin for the interior ; but still it would amount to a transmission through Dublin 
without soi-ting. 

39,50. How long would that take ? — I should say about half an hour from the 
Wcstland-row station to the Midland station. 

395 1 . Under your arrangement with the railway between London and Holyhead, 
do you pay anything extra for dispatching the mails at any one hour in preference- 
to any other? — We have the power of fixing the hour, but the speed is limited. 

39, ■)2. Supposing the Irish letters to be dispatched from London at seven 
o’clock, p. m., they ought to arrive in the Dublin Post-office by about eight the 
following morning; could they not arrive there by that time? — It is utterly 
impossible to dispatch the whole of the night mail letters from London at seven 
o’clock in the evening. 

3953. Why? — It is with the greatest difficulty they are now got off at eight, 
and it is quite impossible, without depriving London of an hour for posting the 
whole of its letters, to dispatch them at seven. 

39,54. Then the Irish letters could not be conveniently sent from London at 
seven o’clock ? — It is impossible, in my opinion, to dispatch a mail containing the 
whole of the Irish letters at that time. 

3955. Can they be sent at eight ? — They are sent away from the Post-office at 
eight ; if you made the dispatch at seven, you might include a certain number of 
Irish letters, but you could not include all the letters which are now sent at eight 
o'clock. 

3956. Then you conceive it to be impossible to send all the Irish letters from 
London, even at the accelerated speed of 1 1 hours for the journey, in time for 
the present morning dispatch from Dublin ? — Yes, unless a greater S])eed were 
obtained than we have hitherto been given to understand can be effected, it 
would be impossible at present. 

39.57. Mr. F. Scully:] Is there not a difference of 25 minutes between Loudon 
and Dublin time ? — There is. 

3958. Would not that be in favour of the transmission of the mails? — In 
going over it would be in onr favour, but in coming back it would be against u s. 

3959. Mr. Groijan.] The Dublin morning mail, until recently, was dispatched 
at 10 o’clock ? — Until last December. 

3960. If the morning dispatch from Dublin were made 10 o’clock as before, 
would it not then be possible to transmit the letters to the interior of Ireland 
arriving by the night mail from London? — On the assumption that the journey 
between station and station w'as done in 11 hours, it would then be quite possible- 
I think. 

3961. In the event of letters arriving in Dublin from London being dispatched 
by the moniing mails, vliat line of railway would it be neeessaiy to use to forward 
those letters to Waterford? — Speaking of day mails.- 

3962. Yes. — 
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3962. Yes. — That is a subject for future consideration; the shortest line is 
through Kilkenny ; but I cannot say which would be used. 

3963. Is that line now used ? — Yes. 

3964. Have you any reason to suppose that it would be changed ? — That would 
depend upon the arrangement made. 

3965. Could you send letters from Dublin to Waterford by the Waterford and 
Limerick, with equal speed of conveyance as by the Kilkenny 1 — I do not think 
we could ; but at the same time if any arrangement should be made for using the 
Waterford and Limerick line for the day mail, I question very much whether the 
Post-office ought to use the Kilkenny line also into Waterford. 

3966. If an arrangement for the transmission of the day mail by the Limerick 
and Waterford Railway should be made, how would that accommodate letters 
going to Carlow and Kilkenny from Dublin?— It would not do so. 

3967. That applies to all towns between Waterford and Kilkenny? — No; 
I say we might not be able to afford the use of the line into Waterford ; we should 
have to send bags by it for Carlow and Kilkenny, and probably Thomastown ; 
but it is probable that we should not continue to use that line all the way into 
•Waterford: the correspondence conveyed upon it would be so reduced in value 
that I do not think it would enable us to afford the use of the line for the remain- 
ing bags if they took away the Dublin and Waterford day mail from it. 

3968. C/iai?vnan.J Was it in contemplation to take away the transmission of 
the Waterford day mail from Dublin from the Waterford and Kilkenny line, 
which is the direct line, and give it to the M^aterford and Limerick, which is an 
indirect line from Dublin ? — I understand that it is desired that the Waterford 
and Limerick line should be used for the day mail. 

3969. That is, for the day mail from Limerick to Waterford ?— From the 
Limerick Junction to Waterford. 

3970. But not from Dublin to Waterford ?— But it would be in connexion with 
the Dublin mail at the Junction, and therefore might be made the means of con- 
veying the Dublin bag to Waterford, 

3971. But surely it Avould not be thought desirable by the Post-office or the 
public that a conveyance ■ should be adopted for the transmission of the Dublin 
and London correspondence to Waterford, which would occupy two hours' more 
than the present mode ?— I can only say that I think the Post-office would not^be 
able to afford the expense of two day mails into Waterford ; that the correspondence 
is not sufficient to pay for two day mails. 

3972. We were proceeding with the question of rates to other Irish railways 
when the line of examination was interrupted ; will you state any other lines of 
railway besides the Great Southern and Western to which high rates of payment 
are made in Ireland? — The Midland Great Western is paid for at the rate of 3 s. 
a mile; the Dublin and Belfast Junction at the rate of 45. a mile; the Dublin 
and Drogheda 2 5. a mile in one direction, and 35. 9 d. in the other ; the Dundalk 
and Enniskillen line, between Dundalk and Castleblaney, at 3 s. 2 d. a mile ; the 
Ulster at 1 s. 3 ^d. a mile in one direction. Those are the most expensive lines 
that are used in Ireland. 

3973. The Belfast and Ball}Tnena ? — -The Belfast and Ballymena is paid for at 
the rate of 1 s. a mile in one direction, and 1 I a day in the other direction ; about 
7 d. a mile, I think, the latter amounts to. 

3974. Mr. Grogan.] Can you explain the return, as furnished to the House, 
under the head of the Midland Great Western of Ireland, as to the payments 
there ; it states Dublin and Mullingar as 2 5. 8 j c?. ? — Yes. 

3975- It rfates Dublin and Maynooth as 2 ^ d. ? — Yes. 

3976. What is the meaning of that ? — The Dublin and Maynooth service was a 
morning mail service, which we paid for at the fare of a passenger. 

3977. That was the day mail ? — Yes, it was. 

3978. Does that day mail stop at Maynooth? — No; we have now a day mail 
between Dublin and Galway, which we pay for at tiie rate of 500 1 . a year. 

3979. Is not the Maynooth bag dispatched by that? — Yes; but it was not so 
done in all the years to which this return applies. At the present moment, I 
believe, the Maynooth bag goes by the Dublin and Galway day mail train ; but 
during 1850 and 1851, it did not do so ; it was a separate train starting at an 
earlier hour. 

3980. Is there any special payment for the Dublin and Maynooth mail? — I 

o.(l2. H H 4 believe 



Edward Page, 'Esq. 
30 July 1855. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




248 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



.EdwnrdPage, Esq. believe it is now merged in tlie other. I have a strong impression that it has been.- 
merged in the other payment, that there is no separate payment now made. 

30 July 1855. 3q8i . Docs the same remark apply in tliis return to the mail from Maynooth to- 
Mullingar, ^ d. is charged for that? — That was an aiTang’ement which lasted only 
till the clay mail was extended to Galway. The arrangement was this ; we paid 
at the rate of 2 ^ d. a mile between Dublin and Maynooth, and the company 
carried the bags on from there to Mullingar for an additional allowance of 50 1 . a 
year, but this arrangement ceased when we established the day mail throughout to- 
Galway under the new arrangement. 

3982. They were merged under that new arrangement r — Yes. 

3983. Chairman.'] Are there any other lines in Ireland that you have to observe- 
uj)on as receiving high rates of payment ? —I think I have mentioned all the highest, 

3984. Mr. Grogan.] Is there any night mail at all between Kilkenny and 
Jerpoint? — There never has been a night mail train on that line, I believe. 

3985. Will you just look to the return of 1854 , and see how that is? — Tlie- 
reason why that is given there as 1^. is, that during a portion of the period to 
which this return applies the service was performed under contract with Mr, 
Fletcher, and he carried the bag by road between Maryborough and Kilkenny,, 
and by railway between Kilkenny and Jerpoint, and from there by car ; that 
arrangement lasted only for a short time, and it is that service to which this 1 s. a 
mile applies. 

3986. It docs not now apply? — It does not. 

3987. How’ever, in that instance Jerpoint was sewed by a mail train r —Jer- 
point is only a station on the route of the train to Waterford. 

♦ 3988. Chairman.] Have all those rates which you have been stating in Ireland 

been settled with reference to the amount of accommodation that is afforded, or tO' 
the amount of revenue derived from the letters ? — Each case was considered, and 
dealt with upon its own merits. The Dublin and Cork line was used as being the 
great artery of railway mail communication from Dublin to the south of Ireland ; 
we must use that line under any circumstances, whatever it might cost us ; we have- 
no other means of serving that district of country. 

3989. I thought you stated, in the early part of your evidence, that it was not 
certain that you would continue it on account of the high rate of payment ? — 
I think you must have misunderstood me. 

3990. I think you stated that in consequence of the terms you were only using 
it for the present ? — No, I do not think I stated that ; I stated we had agreed tO' 
continue that rate of payment for the present. 

3991. Have you to take into account other considerations besides the mere 
question of revenue ? — In dealing with the main-mail service upon a main line we 
are obliged sometimes to set aside questions of revenue. 

3991*. Do you consider the question of revenue as of primary consideration, or 
a secondary one in Post-office matters? — That is a question which I leave for the 
Treasury or Parliament to consider, as to whether the Post-office is to be made a 
source of revenue or not. 

3992. Are you aware that there are very high authorities in a direction contrary 
to that of revenue as a primary consideration, especially of late? — I give no opinion 
upon that matter. 

3993. But the tendency of your evidence to-day is very much to the effect, as 
are your comparisons, that your view's are mainly directed to the consideration of 
the revenue, and not to the accommodation afforded to the public ; that is the 
reason why I asked the question, or I would not have done so; I take it for 
granted that you are in a position in the Post-office in which matters are referred 
to you, and that your opinions upon them have great influence in guiding the 
Post-office authorities upon particular questions : if I am right in that it is impor- 
tant to the public that your views should he what are considered correct, accorffing 
to the best authorities ? — So long as Parliament decides, as it has, it is not a ques- 
tion for the discretion of the Post-office at all, whether it should he a source of 
revenue or not. If Parliament should decide that the Post-office is no longer to 
be made a source of revenue, the Post-office could no doubt afford to expend 
more money in increasing postal facilities. 

3994. Has not your evidence, and the evidence of other witnesses from the 
Post-office, gone very much to impress the Committee with the opinion that you 
are mainly directed in your consideration of these questions b}' the amount of 

revenue 
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revenue to be derived from those places for ■which the accommodation is sought r — Ediuard Page^ Est}. 

In dealing with branch lines, such as the one to which onr attention is particularly 

directed here, we are obliged to take into consideration wliether the corre- 3 ° July 1855* 
apondence conveyed upon that branch line is of sufficient importance to make the 
payment demanded by the company proper to be incurred. 

399, 'j. Do you apply the same rule invariably in Ireland, to other lines ?■ — In all 
similar cases .whether in England or Ireland ; but that question of revenue cannot 
be applied to main trunk arteries, which must be used. 

3996. Arc they all main trunk arteries upon which you have been giving- 
evidence here ? — The majority of them are ; the Dublin and Cork is a main 
artery ; the Dublin and Galway is a main artery, and the Dublin and Belfast is a 
main artery. 

3997. Are those the only lines of that character - — The Castleblaney line is a 
part of the main trunk line between Dublin and Derry. 

3998. Is not the Waterford and Limerick, in connexion with the Great 
Southern and Western, of as muclr importance as the line you have been speaking 
of now ? — No ; the Limerick and Waterford is not the direct line to Waterford. 

3999. Would it not be the shortest line to Clonmel ? — But Clonmel itself is a 
town situate upon a branch lino. 

4000. Is it not of as much importance as Castleblaney ? — Probably much more ; 
we do not use that rail-way to Castleblaney for the sake of Castleblaney itself, nor 
should we do so ; it is done in order to carry the Dublin and London letters on to 
Derry in sufficient time in the morning. 

4001. Mr. Groga^i.] Are there any alterations that suggest themselves to you, 
which would improve the communication in this district without being too 
expensive? — I think that an arrangement with the Waterford and Limerick com- 
pany for the use of every train would be a very desirable arrangement, pi-ovided the 
company would name some moderate sum which the corresjmndence ■\\'Ould enable 
us to pay. 

4002. Considering the time of the present trains, that would only apply to the 
day mail : — It would apply to clay and local mails ; it would afford the means of 
transmitting local mails between Waterford and Limerick, and between Water- 
ford and Clonmel. 

4003. It would still give but a day mail r — It would still give but a day mail. 

4004. Mr. F. Scully.'] From Clonmel to the junction? — From Clonmel to the 
junction ; the Dublin clay mail from Clonmel would go that way, and for Clonznel. 

Mr. Trollope has already shown that advantage would accrue to Clonmel and 
Cahir and Cashel from having the day mail conveyed upon that line. 

4005. Mr. Grogan.] Would the suggestion that Mr. Fletcher threw out, upon 
which I asked Mr. Trollope some questions about transmitting the night mail, if it 
could be cai-ried out upon the plan then suggested, be an improvement? — Not at the 
hour named by Mr. Fletcher; I believe Mr. Trollope has very correctly shown 
that the balance as regards accommodation, in the event of that offer being made 
and accepted, would be rather an injury than an advantage. 

4006. Mr. Fletcher named half past eight? — Lie named half past eight from Kil- 
kenny going northward ; he stated that it should leave Waterford at such a time as 
would admit of the train leaving Kilkenny for Carlow at half past eight ; I think he 
altered his mind a little afterwards ; he stated afterwards it might be modified. 

4007. If your objection applies to the hour named by Mr. Fletehei-, what hour 
would, in your opinion, suit the public convenience? — The hour that would be 
most convenient to the Post-office would be by trains running in direct connexion 
with the main night mail at Kildare ; but those of course would be very incon- 
venient hours for traffic. 

4008. Those would be night mails going specially ? — They would be night mails 
going specially, and would of course be very expensive. 

4009. Taking into account the cheap rate at which the mail was to be carried 
upon those lines, would any slight modification of Mr. Fletchei-’s hour give accom- 
modation to the public ? — I do not think that Mr. Fletcher’s arrangement could 
possibly be a permanent one ; I think, even if the company made such a proposal 
as that, and the arrangement were to be started, it could not long be continued 
for the payment which Mr. Fletcher stated the companies might be willing to 
accept. 

40 JO. Why? — So far as my experience enables me to judge, I should say that 
0.62. I I trains 
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Edviard Page, Esq. trains at those hours could not be run for the payment he demanded ; that the 
— payment was inadequate to the conduct of the service. 

3oJulyi855. .^011. You mean Mr. Fletcher’s proposition for transmitting the night mail 
from Dublin to Waterford, which I think he suggested should start at half past 
eight? — I saw Mr. Fletcher afterwards, and his first statement to me, as well as 
to the Committee, was that he should leave Waterfoi-d at such an hour as would 
enable the company to start a train from Kilkenny at half past eight. 

401 2. That would be leaving Waterford somewhere about a quarter past seven r 
—Yes. 

4013. Except for the cost of affording a late departure, there can be no ques- 
tion it would be a convenience ? — Setting aside the question of cost, there can 
be no doubt that night trains from Waterford hy both the Kilkenny and Lime- 
I’ick lines would be advantageous to a small extent, but would not be sufficiently 
advantageous to justify anything more than a small payment. 

40 14. Would a departure from Kilkenny at nine or a quarter past nine, instead 
of half-past eight, materially remove your objection ? — By every quarter of an 
hour you make the dispatch later from Kilkenny, by so much will you reduce the 
objection; but I do not think a dispatch at nine from Kilkenny would remove 
the objection as far as Wexford is concerned ; I think you must leave Kilkenny as 
late as half past ten, to avoid injury to W exford. 
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PAPER delivered in by Rowland Hill, Esq., 3 July 1855. 

J 1 i .y Appendix, No.l. 



GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 



Revenue and Expenditure of Great Britain and Ireland. 





Great Britain. 


Ireland. 




Gross 

Revenue. 


Gross 

Expenditure. 


Net 

Revenue. 


Gross 

Revenue. 


Gross 

Expenditure. 


Net 

Revenue. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


From 6 Jan. 1852V 
to 5 Jan. 1853 -/ 


2,246,027 


1,169,239 


1,086,788 


196,298 


192,667 


3,631 


From 6 Jan. ISSS"! 
to 5 Jan. 1854 -J 


2,394.132 


1,216,014 


1,179,118 


198,275 


203,665 


r Deficiency 
1, 5,390 


From 1 April 18541 
to 31 March 1855J . 


2,434,432 


1,324,679 


1,109,753 


200,904 


181,618 


19,288 


Average per) ^ 
annum -/ 


2,368,197 


1,232,977 


1,125,220 


198,492 


192,649 


5,843 




Equal to 
Gross Revenue. 


Equal to 
48 per cent, on 
Grosslteveuue.' 




Equal to 
97 percent, on 
Gross Revenue. 


Equal to 
3 per cent, on 
Gross Revenue. 



(signed) Frank Ives Scudamore. 



2 July 1855. 



Geo. E. Hide, 

Receiver and Accountant-General. 
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RETURN showing the Number of Letters received at the Post Towns in the Counties of Cork, 
IVaterford, Limerick, Tipperary, Kildare, Carlov}, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and Wexford, together 
•with Revenue accruing therefrom, during the Years 1S50 to 1855 inclusive. 



Appendix, No. 2. 





f EAR. 


Number 

of 

Letters. 


Amount 

of 

Revenue. 


Comparison witli previous Year. 


I860 




143,079 


£. e, d, 
38,750 11 3 




1851 


. 


142,210 


38,515 4 2 


J per cent, decrease. 


1852 


- 


177,137 


47,974 12 1 


25 per cent, increase. 


1853 




184,647 


50,008 11 3 


4J per cent, increase. 


1854 




197,891 


63,595 9 7 


7 per cent, increase. 


1855 


- 


212,426 


57,532 - 10 


per cent, increase. 



RETURN showing the principal Improvements recently effected as regards the Postal 
Arrangements in the South of Ireland, and the Additional Expense incurred thereby. 



On the 1st December last, an earlier departure from Dublin to the 
extent of one hour and 20 minutes of the day mail on the Great 
Southern and Western Railways was effected. In order that the 
English letters arriving early in the morning inight still be for- 
warded by the day mail, arrangements were made tor sorting them 
on the railway from Chester to Holyhead, in a travelling Post- 
office, so that they might arrive in Dublin ready to be despatched 
without any loss of time. 



A later departure of the up day mail to the extent of 30 minutes was 
at the same time afforded to Cork, and the other towns on the line. 



In order to extend the benefit of these arrangements to Waterford, 
it M'as necessary to make a considerable addition to the payment to 
the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway Company. 



The day mail to Waterford was first established in January 1852. 

On the 1st January last, the night mail train between the Limerick 
Junction and Cork was accelerated, and a travelling Post-office 
established throughout, betw'een Dublin and Cork. 

An acceleration between Dublin and Limerick would not have been 
beneficial, as most of the branch posts are fitted to the down as 
■well as to the up mails. 

The apparatus was used at the Buttevant, Charleville and Kilmallock 
stations, in order to avoid a stop of the train. 

This is the first instance of a travelling Post-office, or of the use of 
the apparatus in Ireland. 



The effect of the whole measure was to give an earlier arrival and later 
departure of the mail at all the towns in the south-west of Ireland ; 
the benefit to many of the towns west of Cork, such as Bantry, 
Kinsale, Skibbereen, Clonakilty, Dunmanway, &c., being one hour 
and five minutes in each direction. 



The towns west of Limerick also derived advantage from the establisli- 
ment of the travelling Post-office, but as the acceleration did not 
affect them, the gain was not so considerable. 



Additional 
Expense per Annum 
incurred. 



A mail 
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A mail car was established last year between Kilkenny and Thurles, 
for the purpose of connecting Kilkenny with the night mail trains 
on the Great Southern and Western Railway, and opening a direct 
night post between Kilkenny and the whole of the south-west of 
Ireland. 

The last evening train from Carlow and Athy to Kildare was employed 
last year for improving the communication from Carlow and Athy 
to all the towns in the south and south-west of Ireland, which 
receive their post by means of the Great Southern and Western 
Railway. 

In the latter part of 1853, direct posts were established between 
Tallow and Youghal, and also between Youghal and Dungarvan, 
thus connecting Dungarvan with Cork. 

Previous to last year Dungarvan had only a night mail to and fromDublin, 
which was sent by way of Waterford, and there was no direct com- 
munication with Clonmel. Arrangements were made for sending the 
night mail hy way of Clonmel, which afforded an earlier arrival and 
later departure at Dungarvan, as well as supplied the direct com- 
munication with Clonmel ; and at the same time a Dublin day mail 
by way of Waterford was given, which of course kept up the direct 
communication with Waterford, as well as established a second post 
with Dublin. 



In addition to the above annual payments, an expense of 2014 8s. 2c?. was incurred for 
erecting the apparatus for exchanging bags on the Great Southern and Western Railway. 



COPY of Memorial from the Corporation of Clonmel. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Canning, Postmaster-General. 

The Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of Clonmel, in the County ofTipperary. 

Sheweth, 

That your Memorialists beg to represent to your Lordship that the conveying the mails 
to and from this large and influential commercial town by one-horse cars is attended with 
much unnecessary inconvenience and delay. 

Your Memorialists trust that they may not be deemed tedious in pointing out some of 
the defects now existing, and their remedy. 

Your Lordship must be aware that, by the present system, letters for Dublin, Limeiick, 
and Cork must be posted in Clonmel for the morning despatch at 8.50 a. m., while, were 
the mails sent by railway, the office might remain open until 10.50 a. m., and that letters 
from the foregoing cities by the day mail, which are now delivered at 5 p.m., might be 
received at the office here three hours earlier. 

Carrick-on-Suir is about 11 miles east of Clonmel by road and rail, and it now takes 36 
hours to have a reply in course from that town, while six hours should suffice for that purpose, 

Cahir lies about eight miles west of Clonmel, and to have a reply in course takes 24 hours, 
and the letters travel about 40 miles. W'ere they sent by rail, six hours and 3 6 miles should 
be sufficient. 

Your Lordship is especially requested to notice the hardships which this town, in common 
with Garrick and Cahir, suffer by the present system of communication with Waterford, 
the place of import and export for this part of the South of Ireland. It now takes 36 
hours to have a reply, which might be had in half-a-dozen hours. 

Your Memorialists beg to call to your Lordship’s recollection that the Limerick and 
Waterford Railway passes through this and the several towns before-mentioned ; and they 
respectfully but firmly submit that this locality, contributing as it does, largely to general 
taxation, has a right to the advantage of the speedy transit of the mails, which the railway 
would afford for facilitating the intercourse and opening more effectually the natural resources 
of the country. 

Signed on behalf of, and at the request of the Council of the Corporation. 

(signed) Josh. Kenny, 

Mayor of Clonmel. 

* The i-ailway service was gratuitous, and tliis expense was for conveying tlie bags from the 
Post-office to the stations only. 
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C 


LONME 


,L. 










A Statement 


showing the Hours at which 


the Letter-carriebs 


commenced the Deliveries of both Day and Night Mails, 










during the ' 


Winter Months of 1854. 










Date. 


Night Mail. 


Day Mail. 


Date. 


Night Mail. 


Day Mail. 


Date. 


Night Mail. 


Day Mail, 




1854': 


A.M. 


P.M. 




1854: 


A.M. 


P.M. 




1854: 


A.M. 


P.M. 


1 


October - 


7.0 


— 


10 


November 


7.30 


5.30 


20 


December 


7.30 


4.20 


2 


_ . 


7.0 


5.30 


11 


— - 


7.30 


6.30 


21 


_ . 


7.30 


5.0 


3 


— - 


7.0 


6.15 


12 


_ - 


7.80 


— 


22 


_ . 


7.30 


. 4.40 


4 


— . 


7.0 


5.30 


13 


_ . 


7.30 


6.30 


23 


— - 


7.30 


4.30 


5 


— - 


7.0 


6.15 


14 


— - 


7.30 


5.20 


24 




7.30 


— 


6 


_ . 


7.0 


6.16 


15 




7.30 


5.0 


25 


_ . 


7.30 




7 


— - 


7.0 


6.80 


16 


— - 


7.30 


5.0 


26 


_ . 


7.80 


4.10 


8 


— - 


7.0 


— 


17 


_ . 


7.30 


5.30 


27 


_ - 


7.30 


4.15 


9 


_ - 


7.0 


5.15 


18 


_ . 


7.30 


5.30 


28 


_ - 


7.30 


4.30 


10 


— - 


7.0 ; 


6.30 


19 


— . 


7.30 


— ■ 


29 


_ . 


7.30 


4.30 


11 


_ . 


7.0 


5.15 


20 


— - 


7.30 


6.0 


30 


_ . 


7.30 


4.30 


12 


— - 


7.0 


5.30 


21 


— - 


7.30 


6.10 


31 


_ . 


7.30 


— 


13 


— - 


7.0 


i 5.15 


: 22 


— . 


7.30 


5.30 










14 




7.0 


5.30 


' 23 




7.30 


5.30 














7.0 
















— 




24 


— 


7.30 


5.25 










IG 


— - 


7.0 


5.15 


25 


— - 


7.30 


5.30 


1 


January - 


7.30 


4.30 


17 


— - 


7.0 


5.30 


20 


_ . 


7.30 





2 


— - 


7.30 


4.30 


18 


— - 


7.0 


5.0 


27 


— - 


7.80 


6.30 


3 


__ . 


7.30 


4.35 


19 


— - 


7.0 




28 


_ . 


7.30 


5.20 


4 




7.30 


4.25 


20 


— - 


7.0 


5.10 


29 


_ . 


7.30 


6.20 


5 


_ . 


7.30 


4.85 


21 


— - 


7.0 


5.30 


30 


_ - 


7.80 


5,30 


6 


_ - 


7.30 


4.15 




— • 


7.0 


5.0 


1 


December 


7.30 


4.10 


7 


- - 


7.30 


- 








5.30 


2 


— - 


7.30 


4.80 




— 


7.30 










5.30 


3 


— - 


7.30 


— 




— 


7.30 


4.30 








5.15 


4 


— - 


7.30 


4.15 






7.30 










5.80 


6 


— - 


7.30 


4.25 






7.30 










5.15 


0 


— - 


7.30 


4.85 


12 


— 


7.30 


5.0 










7 


— - 


7.30 


4.30 


13 


_ 


7.30 


4,26 








5.0 


8 


— - 


7.30 


4.15 


14 


— 


7.30 


— 


31 






6.30 


9 


— 


7.30 


4,55 


15 


— 


7.30 










10 


. 


7.30 


— 


16 


— * 


7.30 






7.0 


6.20 


11 


— - 


7.30 


4.15 


17 


— - 


7.80 


4.30 






7.0 


6.15 


12 


— - 


7.80 


4.40 


18 


— 
























7.30 
































7.0 


5.30 


14 


™ . 


7.30 


4.25 


20 


“ - 


7.30 






- - 


7.30 


5.0 


15 

16 


- 


7.30 

7.30 


4.20 

4.80 


21 

22 


_ - 


7.30 


4.30 








6.20 


17 





7.30 


— 


23 


— “ 


7.30 










5.20 


18 





7.30 


4.20 


24 


— - 


7.30 




9 


- 


7.30 


6.10 


19 


- - 


7.30 


4.30 


25 


— 


7.30 


4.35 
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1865: 

26 January - 

27 — 

28 — 



.1 February 
2 — 



7.55 

7.80 

7.30 

7.30 

7.30 



7.30 

7.30 

t 

P.M. 

1.20 

12.20 

11.60 

9.45 

8.30 
10.0 
10.45 

9.0 



4.40 

4.45 

4.30 

4.30 

4.30 

4.30 

4.35 



4.35 

4.30 

4.45 

4.30 

t 

t 



4.45 

6.0 



Date . 


Night Mail. 


Day Mail. 


Date . 


Night Mail. 


Day Mail. 


1855: 


A.M. 


P.M. 


1855: 


A.M. 


P.M. 


20 February 


7.30 


4.40 


30 March - 


7.0 


5.0 


27 ~ ■ 


7.30 


4.40 


31 — - 


7.0 


4.15 


28 — - 


7.30 


5.0 














1 April - 


7.0 


_ 


1 March - 


7.80 


5.0 


2 _ - 


7.0 


4.40 




7.30 






7.0 












3 — - 


7.30 


6.20 


4 — 


7.0 


4.50 


4 — - 


7.30 


— 


5 — - 


7.0 


4.40 


5 — - 


7.30 


4.40 


6 — 


7.0 


5.35 


6 — - 


7.0 


4,40 


7 — 


7.0 


5.0 


7 — - 


7.0 


5.0 


8 — 


,.o i 


— 


8 — . 


7.0 


4.45 


0 — 


7.0 i 


6.10 


9 — . 


7.0 


5.0 


10 — 


7.0 1 


4.30 


10 — . 


7.0 


6.0 


11 — 


7.0 


* 


11 — - 


7.0 


— 


12 — 


7.0 


4.45 


12 — - 


7.0 


5.10 


13 — 


7.0 


5.20 


13 — - 


7.0 


4.45 


14 — 


7.0 


5.20 


14 — - 


7.0 


5.0 


15 — 


7.'0 


— 


15 ~ - 


7.0 


6.30 


10 — 


7.0 


4.37 


10 — - 


7.0 


5.0 


17 — 


7.0 


4.40 


17 — - 


7.0 


6.0 


18 — 


7,0 


4.50 


18 ~ . 


7.0 


— 


19 — 


7.0 


4.50 


19 — . 


7.0 


4.30 


20 — 


7.0 


4.50 


20 — - 


7.0 


6.0 


21 


7.0 


4,50 


21 — - 


7.0 


* 


22 


7.0 


— 


22 — - 


7.0 


4.45 


23 — 


7.0 


4.60 


23 — - 


7.0 


4.45 


24 — 


7.0 


6.45 


24 ~ . 


7.0 


6.0 


25 — - 


7.0 


5.0 


25 — - 


7.0 


— 


26 — 


7.0 


4.60 


20 — . 


7.0 


4.40 


27 — 


7.0 


4.05 


27 — - 


7.0 


4.45 


28 — 


7.0 


4.50 


28 — . 


7.0 


5.0 


29 — 


7-0 


_ 


29 — - 


7.0 


6.0 


30 — - 


7.0 

i 


4-45 



* There is no record of the time at which the delivery commenced on the 3d February, the 21st March, and 
the 11th April. 

t No delivery ; no mail received, owing' to the severity of the weather. 

W. B. Cooper, 

for Postmaster, Clonmel. 
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STATEMENT, showing the Annual Payment and Rate peh Mile for the Conveyance of the undermentioned Mails, 
in the Years 1846 and 185-5. 



Dublin and Cork (Night Mail) : 
Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 



Dublin and Limerick : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors,-- tolls and guards’ 
wages - - - - - 

Dublin and Waterford : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors,— tolls and guards’ 
wages - 

Dublin and Cork (Day Mail): 
Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 
wages - 

Limerick and Waterford : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 
wages - - - - - 

Limerick .and Cork : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 



Limerick and Tralee : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 



Cork and Bantry : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 
wages ' 

Cork and Waterford; 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors,- -tolls and guards’ 



Cork and Kinsale : 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 
wages - 

Dublin and Kilkenny ; 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors,— tolls and guards’ 
wages - - - 

Cork and Clonakilty: 

Payment to Horsing Contractors, 

&c. . . . - - 

Dublin and Wexford ; 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 
wages - 

£. 



Payment in 
1846. 



£. s. d. 
2,690 16 3 

2,763 8 10 



Single 

Mile. 



s. d. 

- H 

- 



3 I - 7^ 






1,058 7 2 



1,902 9 1 



1,753 15 10 



1 -h 



Great Southern and Western : 
Payment to Company per Day 
Mail, including guards’ wages 
Payment to Company for Night 
Mail, including guards’ wages 

Irish South-Eastern : 

Payment to Company 

Waterford and Kilkenny: 

Payment to Company 

Waterford and Limerick : 

Former payment to Company, 
including messengers’ wages - 
(Present payment under ar- 
bitration.) 

Maryboro’ and Waterford (Coach) : 
Payment to Horsing Contractors, 
including guards’ wages 

Dublin and Wexford ; 

Payment to Horsing and Coach 
Contractors, — tolls and guards’ 
wages - - - 



Payment i 
1856. 



£. s. 
6,201 9 
27,201 2 



1,210 - - 



Rate 

per 

Single 

Mile. 



s. d> 
1 

4 6| 



I -s 



Edward J. Page, 

Inspector-General of Mails. 
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RETURN, showing the Peincipal Railways upon which the Mail Seevice is perfomed, under 
a Contract for the general use of all the Trains. 



NAME OF RAILWAY. 


Number of Single Mile 
over which Bags 
were conveyed Daily, 


PAYMENT 


Total Length 
of the 




the lstDecemberl854 
as an Instance. 


SERVICE. 


Contract has Reference. 


East Lancashire - 




484 


Fgs. Yds. 
4 60 


£. 

1,000 a year - 


Miles. Fgs. Yds. 
81 0 0 


Lancashire and Yorkshire - 


- 


707 


4 14 


3,800 „ 


195 1 0 


London, Brighton and South Coast 


454 


4 0 


464 „ 




50 4 0 


London and North-Western 


- 


4,421 


3 207 


49,000 „ 


563 4 0 


Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 


922 


6 130 


2,000 „ 


171 6 0 


Midland - - - - . 


- 


2,623 


2 190 


23,000 „ 


488 2 0 


Newcastle and Carlisle 


- 


489 


0 0 


1,000 „ 




59 4 0 


Stockton and Darlington - 


- 


156 


6 0 


1,134 „ 




43 2 0 


Dublin and Kingstown 


- 


66 


7 110 


500 „ 




6 0 160 


August 1855. 


Edward J, Page, 

Inspector-General of Mails. 


STATEMENT, showing the Total Amount of the 
Correspondence of all Towns for the Convey- 
ance of the London Bags to which the Peter- 
horoiigh and Grimtby Night Mail Train was 
established. 


STATEMENT, showing the Total Amount of the 
Correspondence of all Towns for the Convey- 
ance of the Dublin Bags to which the Water- 
ford and Limerick Railway would be available. 


NAME OF TOWN.. 


Number of Letters 
acconjiag 
to Accounts, for 
Week ended 
2lBt Maj 1855. 


NAME OF TOWN. 


Namber of Letters 

to Accounts, for 
Week ended 
21st May 1856. 


Boston - 

Horncastle .... 

Alford ..... 
Louth ..... 
Spilsby - 

Ulceby - - - - - 

Barton-on-Humber - 
Grimsby - 

Spalding .... 

Holbeach .... 

Hull 

Driffield - - - - - 

Beverley - - - - - 


11,214 

8,586 

2,557 

4,858 

2,831 

1,421 

1,932 

4,764 

6,038 

841 

64,732 

7,284 

7,641 


Waterford - 

Piltown - 
Carriek-on-Suir 
Clonmel - 
Caliir - 

Tipperary ... 

Pallasgreen - 

Limerick ... 

Dungarvan - 

Ennis - 

Kilrush - 

Ennistimon - 


■ 


12,173 

458 

2,527 

8,153 

1,471 

2,664 

687 

26,835 

1,627 

4,145 

2,460 

1,267 


Total - - - 


119,648 




Total - 


- - 


64,467 


Payment for the Night Mail'l 
Train between Peterborough 
and Grimsby, and for the Day > 
Mail Train between Peter- 
borough and Boston* - -J 


£. s. d. 
6,311 18 10 
a year. 


Payment demanded by the Wa-T 
terford and Limerick Rail- 1 
way Company for a Night [ 
and Day Mail Train - -J 


£. s. d. 
7,910 - ~ 



* There is no Day Mail beyond Boston. 



Edward J. Page, 

August 1856. Inspector-General of Mails. 

0.62. K K 4 
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ANALYSIS OF INDEX. 



ALPHABETICAL and CLASSIFIED LIST of tlie Principal Headings in the following 
Index, with the Paging at which they will be respectively found. 



PAGE 

Arbiiralion ------ 2G7 

BuNMAaoN {WaterJorS) : 

1 . Complaint in regard to the 

Postal Arrangements - 268 

3. Explanation on the part of the 

Post Office - 269 

Carloxn ------ 269 

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways - - 302 

Carrick-on-Suir ----- 270 

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303 
Circmious Jicules ----- 270 

Kilkenny ----- 283 

Waterford ----- 300 

Ci.omiEL : 

1. Complaint in regard to the 

present Arrangements - 270 

2 . Evidence on the pait of the 

Post Office - . - 270 

3 . Closing till lately of the Post 

Office at QAtj p.ii. - - 271 

4 . Returns laid before the Com- 

miiiee - - - - 271 

Kilkenny ----- 283 

Mail Cars and Coaches - - - 284 

Rrilways ----- 291 

Waterford ----- 300 

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303 

Cork - - - - - - - 271 

Cork and Bandon Railway - - - 272 

Coroiicr’i District {Waterford) - - 272 

Cost of Conveyance - - - - 272 

Guards ------ 279 

Revenue and Expenditure - - 292 

Day Mails ------ 272 

Great Southern and Western Railway 279 
Mail Cars and Coaches - - - 284 

Waterford ----- 300 

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways - - 302 

ll'aieford and Limerick Railway • 303 



PAGE- 

Detention {Winter 3 Lonihs) - - - 273 

3 Iail Cars and Coaches - - - 284 

Dublin Mails ----- 274- 

Duivgarvan s 

1. Complaint in regard to the pre- 

sent Arrangements - ~ 274 

2. Explanation on the part of the 

Post Office - - - 275 

Cappoquin ----- 269 
Waterford ----- 300 
Youghal 305 

Dunmore {Waterford) - - - - 275 

Waterford ----- 300- 

Ennis ------- 275. 

Extension of Accommodation - - - 276 

Clonmel, 2 - • - - - 271 

Mail Cars and Coaches - - - 284- 

Railways ----- 291 

Sub-posts ----- 293. 
Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 

South-Eastern Railways - - 302 

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303 

Foot Messengers - - - - - 27S 

Bunmahon ----- 268 
Portlaw ----- 290- 

Great Southern and Western Railway - 279- 
Travelling Post-office - - - 294 

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303 

Kilkenny ------ 283; 

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway - 301 
Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways - - 302 

Kinsale ------ 283 

Cork and Bandon Railway - - 272 

Limerick ------ 284 

Ennis ------ 275. 

Sub-posts ----- 293 

Waterford ----- 300 

Waterford and Limerick Railway - 303. 
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Lumore 

London Mails - 
Dublin Mails - 
Cars and Coaches : 

1. Complaints under this head: 
reference specially to the Car 
beiueen Goold's Cross and 



Clonmel - 


- - 


285 


2. Evidence generally 01 
of the Post Office 


the part 


285 


S. Explanation in the case of the 
Clonmel Car - - - 


285 


Bia 7 iconi, Mr. 


. 


268 


Detention [Winter Months) 


- 


273 


Fines - 


- 


270 


Kinsale - 


- 


283 


Maryborough Mail Car ~ 


- 


286 


Security of Mails - 


- 


292 


Tralee - 


- 


293 


Waterford . - - 


• 


300 


Mallow and Killarney Railway 


- - 


286 


Maryborough Mail Car - 


- 


286 


Abbeylcis - 


- 


267 


Ballyrngget - 


- 


268 


Goresbridge - 


- 


279 


Gowran - 


- 


279 


Thomastown - 


- 


293 


Waterford and Kilkenny, 
South-Eastern Railways 


and Irish 


302 


Wexford - 


- 


304 


Memorials and Complaints 


- - 


287 


Bunmahon - 


- 


268 


Clonmel - 


- 


270 


Dungarvaii - 


- 


274 


Ennis - 


- 


275 


Mail Cars and Coaches 


- 


284 


Porllaw - 


- 


290 


Tramore - 


- 


293 


Waterford - 


- 


300 



Waterford and Limerick Railrxay 
Milford 
Parcel Post ~ 

Porilaw - 

Foot Messengers 

Post Office, The .... 
JBunmahon - 
Clonmel - - - - 

Dungarvan - 
Extension of Accommodation 
Mail Cars and Coaches 
Memorials and Complaints 
Railviays - 

Revenue and Expenditure 
Tramore - - - - 

Waterford - 

M''aterford and Limerick Railway 
0.62. 



PAGE 

- 291 

- 267 
. 2G8 
. 268 

- 270 

- 272 

- 272 

- 273 

- 276 

279 

282 

286 

290 

301 



Arbitration - 

Belfast and Ballymena Railway 
Brighton - 

Chester and Holyhead Railway - 
Cork and Bandon Railway 
Cost of Conveyance - - - - 

Detention ( Winter Months) 

Extension of Accommodation 
Great Southern and Western Railway 
Irish South-Eastern Railway 
Mallow and Killarney Railway 
Parcel Post - 

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway 
Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways 
Waterford and Limerick Railway 
Revenue and Expenditure - - - 

Chester and Holyhead Railway - 
Cost of Conveyance - - - - 

Extension of Accommodation 
Great Southern and Western Railway 
Mail Cars and Coaches . - - 

Railways - - - - 

Wateford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways 
Waterford and Limerick Railway 
Security of Mails ----- 292 

Kinsale ------ 283 

Mail Cars and Coaches - - - 284 

Sub-posts - 

Bunmahon - 
Dunmore - • - - - - 275 

Lisniore - - - - - 284 

Port/aw ------ 290 

Tramore ----- 234 

Waterford, ----- 300 

Woodstown ----- 305 

Supplementary Mails - - - - 293 

Tralee - 293 



302 

303 

292 

270 

272 

276 

279 

284 

291 

302 

303 



293 

268 



303 

287 

290 

290 
278 

291 
268 

274 

276 

284 

287 

291 

292 

293 

300 

303 

L 



Tramore : 

1. Complaint in regard to the pre- 

sent Arrangements 

2 . Statement on the part of the 

Post Office - 

Golden 

Kilmeoden - 

Leamybrien - - - - - 

Sub-posts - 

Waterford - - - - - 

Waterford: 

1. Complaint 

sent Arr 

2 . Statement 0 

Post Office 
Bunmahon 
Carlow - 
Circuitous Routes 
Clonmel, 1 . 2 . 



294 

278 

283 

283 

293 

300 



’ regard to ikepre- 
•gements 

1)1 the part of the 



301 

300 

268 

269 

270 
270 
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fV ATERFOSD — continued. 

2. Statement, tf-c. — continued. 

Cork 

Com Trade - 

Coroners District (Waterford) 
Dungarvan - 
Ditnmore - 

Kilmeaden - - . _ 

Lismore - 

Maryborough Meal Car - - - 

Milford - 
Passage - 

Railviays ~ - - - . 

Soss - 

Sub-posts - - - - . 

Tramore - 

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway . • 
Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
. South-Eastern Railways 
Waterford and Limerick Railway 
Woodstovm - 

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway - 

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways 

Waterford akd Kilkehny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways: 

1 . Importance of a direct Mail by 

Railway from Waterford to 
Carlow and Dublin; Propo- 
sition hereon - - - ■ 

2. Sundry Objections urged against 

the foregoing Proposal s ex- 
tra Expenditure thereby 
Ragn.alstown - 
Carlow - 



I Waterford, Sfc., continued, page 

2. Sundry Objections, 4 -c.— continued. 
Goresbridge - 

‘ Gowran 280 

' Thomastown - 293 

5 H'exford 

, Waterford AND Limerick Railway: 

1. Proposition for a Night and 

Day Mail Train between 
Waterford and Limerick; 
Expense thereof to the Post 
Office - . . .303 

2. Disapproval of the foregoing 

Sroposition ; unjustifiable 
Expenditure thereby - - 303 

Abbeyleix 

Cappoquin 269 

Carrick-on-Suir .... 270 
Clonmel - 270 

Cork 271 

Dungarvan - - - . * 274 

Great Southern and Western Railway 279 

Limerick - - - . - 284 

Newcastle and Cai-lisle Railway - 287 
North-Eastern Railway - 288 

Parcel Post - ago 

Peterborough and Grimsby - - 290 

Poiilaw - 290 

j Sub-posts - 293 

Supplementary Mails ... 293 

Tramore 

Wexford 30^ 

Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways - - 302 

Youghal one 
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INDEX. 



iS. — In this Index the Figures following the Names of the Witnesses refer to the Questions 
of the Evidence ; and those following A‘pp. p. to the Paging of the Appendix.] 



A. 

ABHEYFEAL.E. Circuitous and slow comraunication between Newcastle and Abbey- 

feale, a distance of fourteen English miles, Trollope 3598-3618 Convenience^ to 

Abbeyfeale if the Newcastle car took the mails thither; objection thereto, as involving 
an extra expenditure of about 50 1 . a year, or as much as the whole postal revenue of the 
place, ii. 3604-3631. 

' Ahheyhix. Inexpediency of semng Abbeyleix by means of the "Waterford and Limerick 
Railway, instead of by the mail car from Maryborough, Trollope 2067. 2115, 2116. 2123 
Reference to the cost of serving Abbeyleix in the event of the present car from Mary- 
borough to Waterford being discontinued, ih. 3504. 3511. 

Alexander, Lorenzo. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Resides at Milford, five miles from Car- 

low, 1707, 1708 There is a railway station within a mile of Milford, 1709-1712 

Large milling and malting esiablishment carried on by witness, 1713-1715 — Veiy unsa- 
tisfactory postal communication between Milforrl and Waterford, a distance of fifty miles ; 
course of the post each way, via Dublin, 8cc., 1716-1719. 1 724-1745. 1777-1779. 1 S09- 

l8i8. 1891-1902 Much better postal communication from Waterford to Milford before 

railways were established, there having been a night mail arriving at Milford early in the 

morning, 1716. 1720-1723. 1773- 1876, 1877. 1888, 1889 Milfoid is a sub-post to 

Carlow, with but one delivery at mid-day, 1724, 1725. 1813, 1814. 1817, 1818. 

Very extensive corn and flour establishments at Milford, Bagnalstown, and other places 
in the district, adverted to, as showing the expediency of improved (lostal communication 
by railway direct, with Waterford, 8cc., 1746-1771. 1810. 1831-1857. 1873. 1880-1884 

Suggested remedy of the inconvenience complained of by the establishment of an 

evening mail train from Waterford to Carlow, so that letters may be delivered at Milford, 

&c., by nine a. m., 1772-1787. i863-)872. 1885-1887. 1891. 1896-1899 Expense of 

the proposed evening mail considered in connexion witii the amount of correspondence 
to be benefited thereby, 1484. 1838-1855. 1873-1884. 

Sufficiency of the present means of communication between Milford and Carlow and 
Dublin, 1785-1787 Very defective postal communication between Milford and Kil- 
kenny, a distance of eighteen miles, 1788-1797 Advantage if by an evening train 

from Waterford a mail bag were dropped at Milford Station ; extra expense thereby, 

179S-1803. 1S69-1871 Interruption during last winter to the car from Maryborough 

10 Carlow, 1804-1808 Means of communication between Carlow and Waterford, 

adverted to, 1819-1830. 1858-1862. 

Arltifraiion. Similar system of arbitration in regard to the charge fur railway mileage in 

Ireland as in England, iTt// 88-90.98-100 Uncertainty in the case of arbitrators’ 

decisions, very different awards being made under similar circumstances, (6. 170-173 

Advantage in the Postmaster-general liaving a lawyer as well as an engineer to assist 

in cases of arbitration, id, 174. 

B. 

Bagnalstown. Great inconvenience to Bagnalstown under the present defective postal 

arragements with Waterford, &c., Alexander 1758-1763 Remedy suggested, ib. 1772, 

et seq. 

Mode and cost of communication from Maryborough to Bagnalstown considered, 
Trollope 3279-3287. 3298-3306. 3337— — Bagnalstown is a sub-ofiice. having the advan- 
tage of a direct bag from Dublin, ib. 3560 Commercial impoitaiice of the place 

adverted to, ib. 3562-3565 Extent of convenience to Bagnalstown by the proposed 

mail train from Waterford to Dublin at 7-30 p.m., ib. 3566-3575. 3581. 

0.62. L L 2 BaUyragget 
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Report, 1 855 — continued. 



BaUyragget {Kilkenny). Necessity of a mail car for serving Ballyragget and Castlecomer, 
in the event of the aboliiion of the Maryborough car; amount of the expense, Trol- 
lope 3275- 3287-3290. 3504* 3512-3527 Objection to serving Ballyragget by foot- 

messenger from Freshford, ib. 3292-3295. 3524, 3525. 

Return of tlie number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom during the last six 
years, App. p. 254. 

Bandon. Return of the number of letters to Bandon, and revenue accruing therefrom 
during the last six years, App. p. 254. See also Cork and Bandon Railway. 

Banks. Propriety of the Post-office making arrangements to accommodate the bankino- 
interest, rather than of the latter altering their hours of business to meet the preseiu 
postal arrangements, AeHHer/y 1213-1223. 

Belfast and Ballymena Railway. Payment, according to a Post-office document, of 3s. 7|-<f. 
a mile for a mail train between Belfast and Ballymena, Fisher 4^5. 453-459. 

Error in a return to the House of Commons as to the rate of payment, Page 3745 

Payment, on an average, of about 7^. a mile to the Belfast and Ballymena Company, 
3973- 

Bennett’s-bridge. Important milling establishments at Bennett’s-bridge, Trollope 3552- 
3555 No additional convenience to this place, if there were a mail train from Water- 

ford to Carlow, &c. at 7‘30 ,p. m., ib. 3556-3559. 

Bianconi, Mr. Particulars as to the contracts with Mr. Bianconi for the day and night 
mails between Clonmel and Goold’s Cross, &c. ; annual payment for each service, Trol- 
lope 2509-2527 Impression that Mr. Bianconi has been the only contractor since 

6ih October 1852, 2509-2512. 2522-2524 Mr. Bianconi is a very good contractor, 

ih. 2514 Explanation relative to former evidence (Q. 2509. 2522) as to ihe contractor 

for the car between Goold's Cross and Clonmel, Mr. Bianconi not having been the only 
one since 1852, ib. 3655-3658. See also Mail Cars and Coaches. 

Blake, John Aloysius. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Is Mayor of Waterford, and commer- 
cially engaged there, 608, 609- Inconvenience and detriment suffered by tlie Waterford 

merchants, more especially by those engaged in the com trade, through the defective 

postal communications ivith Cork and Linterick, 612-625. 631-634. 639-642. 663 

Considerable inconvenience to the towns of Tramore, Dunmore, Passage, &c., under the 

present arrangements, 612. 658 Inconvenient operation of the mail from Waterford 

at 7-10 P.M., by which letters for the south or west are sent via Dublin, 612-616. 622- 

625 Inconvenience in the letters from Limerick, &c., and from Dublin not being 

delivered in Waterford at the .same time, 616-622. 

Instead of the mail at 4*30 and the indirect mail at 7*10, there should be one direct 

mail by railway at a later period, 625-627. 635-638. 646-648 Considerable use made 

hy merchants of the threepenny parcel system adopted by the Waterford and Limerick 

Company, 628-631 Want of proper opportunity and time at Waterford to answer 

by return of post letters from Limerick, 631-647 Route and mode of conveyance of 

a letter from Waterford to Limerick, and vice versa, 642-645. 649-653 Nearly 16 hours 

are taken to convey a letter from Waterford to Limerick, whereas it may be conveyed 
direct by railway in a little over four hours, 654-658. 

Inconvenience suffered by public authorities in the case of official communications 

inter se, 659-663 Letter from Lord Huntingdon, deputy lieutenant of Waterford 

county, to witness, dated 3 July 1855, complaining of the great inconvenience suffered 
under the present postal arrangements in Waterford, &c., and suggesting means of 

remedy, 659, 660 Complaint also by Lord Stuart de Decies in his official capacity as 

lord lieutenant of the county, 659 Complaint also by the high sheriff at Waterford 

in regard to the means of communication with the sub-sheriff at Lismore, 660-663. 

Brighton. Statement as to the correspondence of Brighton, which is very large, being 
conveyed by mail carts from Reigate, in order to save the expense of using the London 
and Brighton line, Page 3699. 3837-3848. 

BvNMAHoy {Waterford): 

1. Complaintinregardtd the Postal Arrangements. 

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office. 

1. Complaint in regard to the Postal Arrangements : 

Inconvenience suffered by the mining district of Bunmahon through deficient commu- 
nication with Waterford, 433, 434 Exceedingly inconvenient means of commu- 

nication between Tramere and Bunmahon, Delahunty 730, 731. 870-876. 

Complaint of great want of postal accommodation in the important mining district of 
Bumnahon ; evidence in illustration of the inconvenience now suft'ered, Dowefney 1004 

et seq Statement relative to the serious inconvenience in transmitting from Bunmahon 

two 
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Repprt, 1855 — continued. 



Bunmahon ( Wa T£RFord)— continued. 

1. Complaint in regard to the Postal Arrangements — continued. 

two local journals regularly stamped, one published monthly, and the other every two 

months, Boudney 1010-1051. 1059-1079 Great delay having been experienced in 

sending the journals to Kilmacthomas for transmission by post, they are now in tlie first 

instance sent specially to Waterford, ii. 1011-1013. 1021-1 03-2 The circulation of the 

monthly journal is about 2,250, 1017. 

Frequent complaints have been made. in regard to the foregoing grievance, the only 
redress offered being balt-a-crown monthly fur a car from Kilmacthomas to Bunmahom, 

which was declined, Doudney loig, loao. 1026. 1048, 1049. 1059-1066 Insufficiency 

of t!ie runner or foot messenger between Buumalion and Kilmacthomas to carry the 

correspondence of the districts, exclusive of the journals, ih. 1041-1043. 1051,16. 

The revenue received from the journal is between 7 Z. los, and SI. monihly, ib. 

1062-1070, The hill'd work for the fo'Ot-messengers drove one nian into consumption, 

and his brother, who succeeded him, was obliged to give it up, •i6. 1081 Letters from 

'Cairick toBunmahon are now received in one day, ib. 1121. 1124, 1125. 

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office : 

Bunmahon is served from Carrick-on-Suir, and receives 343 letters weekly, Trollope 

2066 Special arrangements marje by the Post-office in the case of the newspaper 

published by Mr. Doudney at Bunmahon; allowance of 2 s. 6 a day whenever there 
was a large number of newspapers for the post, ib. 2743-2748 — —Since Blr. Doudney’s 
evidence the matter has again come under the consideration of the Post-office, ib. 2748, 

27 49 

Statement that the distance traversed by the Bunmahon foot messenger is 20J English 

miles, the same not being considered too much, Trollope 2750-2761 Correction of 

evidence as to the time in corresponding between Waterford and Bunmahon, ib. 2762, 

2763 Exception taken to the statement that the- work caused the death of one mes- 

seniier, i6. 2758-2761. 

Barren, (.Clare). Very defective course of communication from the sub-post ofBurren to 
Clare Castle, the letters going round by Dublin ; letter hereon from Mr. Wm. Smith of 
Barren, -Fii2geraZtZ 1397-1408. 

Letters from Burren to Clare Castle do not go via Dublin, Trollope 2824. 



■ C. -• ' 

Cahir (Tipperary). Inconvenience to which Ca!ii,r- is exposed under the present arrange- 
ments, Kennedy 1324, .1325 Receipts of the Caliir post-office, Trollope p.\~j\ Ex- 

tent to which the proposed day mail train from Waterford ip Lirnerick would, be advan- 
tageous to Cahir; ih. 2233., 2313-2330., 2335. 

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom during the last six 
years, J-pp. 7?. 254. 

Return showing the'-fevenue in the years 1846 hnd 1855; also the arrival' and dis- 
patch of the mails in those years, as Contrasted with each other, and with tlieir arrival 
and dispatch according to the proposed use of the railway between Limerick and 
Waterford, App. p. 259. 

Cappoquin. Illustration of the slowness of the postal communication between Cappoquin 
and Dunmore, Fisher 242-246 — r-Inconveniencc as regards the Cappoquin correspon- 
dence with Dimgarvan, O' Brien 1467 _et seq., 1631-1642^ Course of a .letter from 

Dungarvan to Cappoquin, i6. I472ri478. 

Extent of benefit to Cappoquin by the use of a night mail-train on the Waterford and 

Limerick railway, Trollope 2061 Direct communication between Capjioquin and 

Lismore, i 5 . 2668, 2669. 

Carhw. Means of communication between Carlow and Waterford adverted to, Alexander 

1819-1830, 1858-1862 Nature of the accommodation -to Carlow in the event of a 

mail train as proposed between Waterford and Dublin, TroUepe 3488-3493. 3568, 3569. 
3576 - 357 «- 3586-3593- •• • • ‘ , 

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six 
years, App. p. 254. ' ' '• ... 

Return showing ihe ’ revenue in the years 1846' and' i8'55 ; also the arrival and dis- 
patch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with' each other, and with ilieir arrival 
•and dispatch according to the proposed use of the railway between Kildare - and Water- 
ford, App. p. 259. 

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways. 

0.6a. L L 3 Carrick-on-Suir. 
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Carrick-on-Suir. Sligiit postal communication between Carrick and Clonmel under the 

present arrangements, Malcomson 504-508 Exceeding slow communication between 

Tramore and Carrick-on-Suir, Delahunty 732-735. 

Receipts of the Carrick-on-Suir post-otEce, Trollope 2170 Extent to which the 

proposed day mail-train I'roii) Waterford to Limerick would be advantageous to Carrick- 
on-Suir, ib. 2233. 2238, 2239. 2333-2335. 

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six 
years, App. p. 254. 

Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855 ; also the arrival and dispatch 
of the mails in those years as contrasted with eacii other, and witli their arrival and 
dispatch according to the proposed use of the railway between Limerick and Waterford, 
App. p. 259. 

See also Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Cars. See Mail Cars and Coaches. 

Cashel. Inconvenience suffered under the present arrangements by the towns adjoinino- 

Cashel, Fisher 447 Return of the number of letters 10 Casiiel, and revenue accruing 

therefrom, during the last six years, App.p. 254 Return showing the revenue in the 

years 1846 and 1855; also the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those years, as con- 
trasted with each other, and with their arrivals and dispatch according to the proposed 
use of the railway between Limerick and Waterford, ih. 259. See also Golden. 

Chester and Holyhead Railway. Large expenditure incurred in England on account of 

Irish letters by the Chester and Holyhead Railway, Stc., Hill Opportunity 

shortly for terminating the present tirrangements with the Cliester and Holyhead Com- 
pany, ih. 78, 79 Opportunity for a revision of the existing arrangement, ib. 79 

Payment to the Chester and Holyhead Company for each oY the years 1850-54, of a 

• fixed sum of 30,000/., or upwards of 5 s. a mile for the night and day mail-trains; 
explanation as to apparent variations in the yearly payments. Page 3779-3796. 

Circuitous Routes. Circuitous route of letters leaving Waterford at 7-10 p.m., those for 
Clonmel travelling a distance of 250 miles via Dublin; consequent inconvenience, Jlis/ier 

230* 233. 275-278 ; Blake 612—616. 622-625 Circuitous route and slow delivery in 

regard to places round Waterford served by mail cars, Delahunty 823-830. 859-862. 

Iniiccuracy of witness’s statements in regard to the time taken in communicating 

between certain places round Waterford, Trollope 2645, et seq. Explanation that 

correspondence between certain adjoining towns is not sent a circuitous route via Dublin, 
ih. 2650-2657. 2830-2833. 5ee also Kilkenny. Waterford. 

Clare. Inconvenience suffered by the county of Clare generally under the present arrange- 
ments, Fitzgerald 1347. See also Ennis. 

Clonmel : 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements. 

2. Evidence on the part of the Post-ofjice. 

3. Closing till lately of the Post-office at 8‘45 p.m. 

4. Peturns laid before the Committee. 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements: 

Inconvenience in the letters from Waterford direct to Clonmel not being delivered in 

the evening of arrival, or in time for answers by return of post, Fisher 249. 219-295 

Postal coiimiunicaiion between Waterford, Clonmel, and Limerick, before the railway 
was opened, adverted 10, as having been much more satisfactory than the present com- 

nnmication, ^e»nec/y_i 128-1 137 Arrival at ^present in Clonmel at 8-20 p.m. of the 

mail which leaves Waterford at 4‘30 p.m.; considerable inconvenience of such late 

arrival, ib. 1138-1170 Since the later departure of the Dublin day mail, the day 

mail to Cork, Limerick, and all places south of Goold’s Cross, has been cue off, ib. 
1189-1191. 

Evidence in favour of using the Waterford and Limerick Railway for the Clonmel 

letters, Kennedy 1192 eL seq. Considerable business carried on in the towns of 

Tipperaiy, Carrick-on-Suir, and Clonmel, ib. 1279-1281 Witness, who is Mayor of 

Clonmel, fuli v coincides in all that has been stated by Mr. Keawedy, Kennedy 1339-1342 

Copy of tlie memorial to the Postmaster-general from the corporation of Clonmel, 

Ap. p. 258. 

2 . Evidence on the part of the Post-office ; 

As regards Clonmel, an hour only might be saved in the arrival and in the departure 
of the day mail if the railway to Goold’s Cross, 3tc., were used, Hill 135—149 Im- 

proved communication with Clonmel since the establishment of railways, Trollope 1998- 

2001 . 2004-2006 Advantage to Clonmel and some oilier places if a mail were taken 

by the train from Waterford to Clonmel at 5.30 p.m., ib. 2082-2097. 2111, 2112. 

2173-2178. 2193. 2914, 2915 Disadvantage to Clonmel if, instead of the present 

mail 
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Clonmel — continueil. 

2. Evidence on the part of the Post-office — continued. 

present mail train from Waterford at 4. 40 p. m., a mail were dispatched from Waterford 

in the evening, Trollope 2098-2103. 2179-2192 Opportunity at Clonmel for answering 

Waterford letters by return of post, ib. 2098-2101. 

Two deliveries daily in Clonmel after the arrival of the Dublin night and day mails, 
Trollope 2194' Obstacles to the delivery in Clonmel of Waterford letters, unless they 

can arrive as early as yso p.m., ib. 2195-2213 Extent to which the proposed day 

mail-train would be advantageous to Clonmel, ib. 2233. 2251, 2252. 2331, 2332. 2335 et 
seq. — —Extra convenience to Clonmel since the acceleration of the day mail some time 
since, ib. 2253-2257 Willingness of the Postmaster-general to make a fair arrange- 
ment for the conveyance of a mail to Clonmel by the passenger train from Waterford at 

5-30 P.M., ib. 2258-2260 Commercial importance of Clonmel adverted to, ib. 2382- 

2385- 

Opinion, as opposed to that of Waterford merchants, that a later dispatch bv two hours 
of the Clonmel letters from Waterford would not be a great convenience, Trollope 2891- 
2906 Time of dispatch from Clonmel to Waterford adverted to; how fm- incon- 
venient, ib. 2910-2912 Reference to the fact of there having been two mails daily 

between Waterford and Clonmel before railways were established, 2916-2918 

Examination to the effect, that though Clonmel has lost some postal accommodation 
since the establishment of railways, it has gained more than it has lost, ib 3161-3182. 

3. Closing till lately of the Post-office at 8*45 p. m. ; 

By sending to the post-office between 8-45 p.m. and 9 p. m. letters can be obtained ; 
opportunity thereby for answering by return of post, Kennedy 1139-1144. 1155-1157. 
1169, 1 170. 

Opportunity, by a recent arrangement, for receiving letters at the Clonmel post-office, 

by sending for them between 8’45 and 10 p.m., Trollope 2098-2101. 2203-2209 

Statement as to the arrangements lor keeping the Clonmel post-office open till 10 p.m. 
not having been made long ago, in accordance with the general rule, ib. 2885-2890. 

2958-2996 Considerable period for which the inconvenient closing of the Clonmel 

post-office at 9 p.m. existed before it was made known to the Post-office ihrout^li means 

of the present Committee, ib. 2958, 2959 Circumstance of Mr. Kennedy having 

expressed regret with regard to the extended opening till to p.m., ib. 2960-2962 

Though witness has not read the memorial from Clonmel he has full reason to believe 
from inquiries made, that tlie closing at 9 p. m. was not complained of therein, ib. 2965- 

2997 Further reference to the memorial from Clonmel, as showing that the closing of 

the post-office at 9 p.m. was not complained of therein, ib. 3149. 3642-3648. 

4. Returns laid before the Committee : 

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six 

years, p. 254 Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also 

the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with each other ; and 
with their arrival and dispatch according to the proposed use of railways between 

Limerick and Waterford and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259 Statement showino- 

the hours at wliich the letter-carriers commenced the deliveries of both day and night 
mails during the winter months of 1854, ib. 260. 

See also Kilkenny. Mail Cars and Coaches. Railways. Waterford. Water- 
ford and Limerick Railway. 

Coaches. See Mail Cars and Coaches. 

Complaints. See Memorials and Complaints. 

Connemara. Very slow communication from parts of Connemara to Limerick, &c., Fitz- 
gerald 1400. 

Cork. Postal arrangements between Waterford and Cork adverted to as being exceedingly 
inconvenient to Waterford ; every facility, on the other hand, being given to the Cork 
correspondence, Fisher 435-445. 448-452. 

Accelerated communication with Cork since the use of the railway, Trollope 1997. 

2004 High rate of payment for the mail train between the Limerick junction and 

Cork adverted to, 2150-2154 Income of the Cork po.st-office, t’6. 2152 More 

time taken in communicating Irom Cork to Waterford since the use of the Great Southern 
and Western line, ib. 3098-3102. 

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six 

years, .4pp. p. 254 Return showing the revenue in tlie years 1846 and 1855; also 

the arrival and dispatch of the mails in those \ears as contrasted with each other, and 
with their arrival and dispatch according to the proposed use of the railways between 
0.62. L 1. 4 Limerick 
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Cork — continued . 

Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, -4pp./). 259 — -StatPinent showing 
the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the mails from Cork to cer- 
tain places in the years 1846 and 1855, ib. 262. 

Cvrk and Bandon Railway. Great improvement if the Kinsale and Bandon letters were 
sent along the Cork and Bandon Railway by the train at 5 p.m-. Heard 886. 888-894 

Letter from Mr. Shaw, manager of the Cork and Bandon line, offering to take the 

mails by the ordinary trains at ’id. a mile, or loo^. a year for a train each way ; evidence 

thereon, ib. 886, 887. 900-918. 937, 938 How far expedient that the Posi-ofEce 

should pay 730Z. a year, or 1 d. a mile each way for a special night mail train along the 
Cork and Bandon line, such train having been offered by the company, ih. 889. 895-897. 

900-903. 910-925. 960-970 Large population and correspondence to the west of 

Bandon, f/i. 889. 998-1002 Complaint that ihe London and Dublin letters for 

Bandon, Kinsale, &c., are kept in Cork several hours instead of being sent on l>y the 

train at 5 p.m., ib. 889-892. 934-93^- 9?l Opportunity for using the railway to 

Bandon whenever the road may be stopped in winter, ib. 985-987. 996, 997. 

Statement showing the inexpediency of sending a night mail nr^day mail along the 
Cork and Bandon railway upon the terms proposed by the company, Trollope 2785-2794, 

Corn Trade. Inconvenience and detriment suffered by the Waterford merchants, more 
especially by those engaged in the corn trade, through the defective postal communica- 
tions with Cork and Limerick, Blake 612-625. 631-634. 639-642. 663. 

Coroner’s District {Waterford). Witness is coroner for the eastern district of the county 

of Waterford; resides at Tramore, Dalahunty 716-721 Statement that when witness- 

is officially informed by post of a casualty in certain parts of his district, his reply by 
post to the police cannot be received before the time when it is necessary to inter the 

body; instances in illustration, 26.722-735, 746. 791-793- 870> Inconvenience 

to which witness would still be exposed if he were to live in Waterford or elsewhere m 

his district rather than Tramore, ib. 736-745. 868, 869 The other coroner for the 

county resides near Yotighal, ib. 850, 851 Arrangements by witness for information 

by special messenger in case of the more important official matters, ib. 870-878. 

Inconvenience from the residence of Mr. Delahunty being at Tramore adverted to, 
Trollope 2735-2737. 3074-3079- 

See also Tramore. 

Cost of Conveyance. Table showing the mileage and the mileage cost by railway and by 

coach, &c. in Ireland, as compared with England and Scotland, Hill 83 Reference to 

a commission appointed in 1854 ^o report upon the mileage payment to railways, ib. 

i-<7_i6o Suggestions as made by witness on former occasions that the Legislature 

should to a certain extent fix the mileage rates generally, ib. 169, 170. 

Much hio-her rates paid for the mail service to railway companies in Ireland than in 
England ; cases in illustration, Page 3664 et seq. Mention of several lines in Eng- 

land to which high rates of payment arc made by the Post-office, i6. 3725 et seq. — ; — In- 
accuracy on some points of a Return to the House of Commons in 1854 of the mdeage 
rates paid by the Post-office to the several railway companies, ib. 3744*3748 State- 

ment that the yearly payments generally do not always represent the whole payment for 

the services performed, ib. 3786-3796. 3889-3891 Other lines in Ireland besides 

the Great Southern and Western to which high rates are paid, ib. 3972. 3996-4000. 

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile Cor the conveyance of the 
mails in the years 1846 and 1855, App.p. 262. 

See also Guards. Revenue and Expenditure. 

D. 

Day Mails. Extension of day mails to several towns in the south of Ireland since the 

establishment of railways. Hill% 10 Mode of calculation by the Post-office as to the 

propriety of granting a day mail to any place, Trollope 2795-2798. Siob-Siorj Sub- 

traction ofletters from the night mail when a new day mail is put on, 26. 2795, 2796. 
.3186, 3187-* — Definition by the Post-office of a day train or day mail, ib. 3461, 3462. 

■ 5ee also Great Southern and Western Railway . Mail Cars and Coaches. Water- 
ford. Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South Eastern Railways. Water- 
ford and limerick Railway. 

Delahunty, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.')— Coroner for the eastern district of the 

county of Waterford ; resides at Tramore, 716-721 Statement, that when witness is 

officially informed by post of a casualty in any part of his district his reply by post to 
the police cannot be received before the time when it is necessary to inter the. body; 
^ instances 
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Delahunty, James. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

instances in illustration, 722-735. 746. 791-793. 870, 871 Lapse of four or five days 

before a reply is received from Tramore to letters sent from places within 6, lo, or 12 
miles of Waterford, 723-735. 841-845. 

Inconvenience to which witness would still be exposed if he were to live in Waterford 

or elsewhere in his district rather than Tramore, 736-745. 868, 869 One cause of the 

inconvenience is the departure of t!ie mail from Tramore too late to catch the Waterford 

mail ; the same C(msidered, 747-750. 757-764. 766 775- Frequent representations 

and remonstrances made to the Post-office authorities as to the defective postal arrange- 
ments in the Waterford district, 751. 772-776. 799-804. 

I'he best remedy for the inconvenience would be a later dispatch from Waterford of 
the direct mail, such dispatch moreover being by railway, 752. 757. 824-823. 837. 861. 

862 Importance of the correspondence of Tramore, 753-756. 805-810 Witness 

does not complain against ihe means of communication with Dublin, except as regards 

the car to Maryborough, 758. 832-834 Several trains now running between Tramore 

and Waterfiird, all of wliich might be used by the Post-office lor a slight extra payment, 
759-764. 768. 810-813. 

Illustration of the delay in communicating between Fermoy and Waterfol'd, 764, 76.5. 

778-791 Detention of letters in the Waterford receiving-house adverted to, 775-777 

— — Dispatch of the Waterford mail for Tramore at 8-45 A. m., the Dublin letters arrivim - 

in Waterford at 5 a. m., 794-798 Importance of accelerating the arrival of the London 

and Dublin mails in Waterford, 816-818. 822. 861, 862 Circuitous route and slow 

delivery in regard lo places round Waterford served by mail cars, 823-830'. 859-862 

Importance of the correspondence of Waterford with the South and West, 831. 

840. 

Statement that the Waterford and Kilkenny Company are losing money by their 
special mail train, which is run under agreement, and that they contemplate giving it up, 

835 j 836. 863-866 Belief that the receipts would equal ihe expenditure if the 4'30 

p. M. mail were sent by railway, 838-840 Opportunities of witness for communicating 

•with Dunmore or Passage by sending his letters as parcels to Waterford, 842-846 ^ 

Considerable extent of the practice of sending correspondence parcels by railway, 847. 

854-858. 

Tramore is a sub-post 10 Waterford, 848. 852, 853 The other coroner for the 

county resides near Youghal, 850, 851 In other capacities, sis well as in that of 

coroner, witness is much inconvenienced by the postal arrangements, 867. 873 

Arrangements by witness for information by special messenger in case of the more 
important official matters, 870-878. 

Delay and Irregularity. Circuitous Routes. Clonmel. Detention {Winter Months). 
Mail Cars and Coaches. Waterford, 

Deliveries. See Clonmel. Dungarvan. Waterford, 1. 

Detention (Winter Months). Interruption by snow, 8cc. to the mail trains, though not per- 
haps to the same extent as 10 the mail cars or coaches. Hill 214-216. 220-223. 225. 

Great inconvenience caused in Waterford last winter by the delay of the mail cars 

by the snow at the period when the trains were keeping their time, Fisher 336-338. 

Stoppage last winter of the day mail train on the Great Southern and Western liiR- 

Trollope 2556-2558. 2716, 2717 Extra expenditure by the Post-office in consequence 

of the obstruction by the snow last winter, ib. 2800-2802 Inquiry by witness as to 

the detention of railway mails last winter ; result thereof ; circumstance of his not havin*'- 
made a similar inquiry as regards the mail cars, which he admits were often detained bv 

ihe snow, ib. 3036-3056 Probability of there being records of delays of mail cars 

through the snow, 3057-3063 Inexpediency of attempting to inflict a fine in the 

event of detention by the snow, ib. 3063, 3064. 

See also Mail Cars and Coaches. 

District Surveyors. Steps taken by the district surveyors in cases of irregularity, Trollope 

2389-2391. 2396, 2397 Witness was at one time assistant surveyor of the district 

under consideration, ib. 2446. 

Doudney, Rev. David D. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Resides at Bunmahon, in the 

county ol Waterford, 1003 Complaint of great want of postal accommodation in the 

important mining district of Bunmahon ; evidence in illustration of the inconveniences 
now suffered, 1004 Statement relative to the serious inconvenience in trans- 

mitting from Bunmahon two local journals regularly stamped, ^ne published monthly, 

and the other every two months, 1010-1051. 1059-1079 Frequent complaints have 

been made in regard to the foregoing grievance, the only redress offered boino- half-a- 
crown monthly for a car from Kilinacthomas to Bunmahon, which was declined, 1010, 
1019, 1020. 1026. 1048, 1049. 1059-1066. 

Insufficiency of the runner or foot messenger between Bunmahon and Kilmacthomas to 
carry the correspondence of the district, exclusive of the journals, 1041-1043. 1051 

0.62. M M The 
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Doudney, Rev. David D. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Tiie Post-ofRce authorities have been memorialised for a change of the present postal 

route between Waterford and Bunmahon, &c., 105*2 Very long time now taken in 

transmitting a letter from Waterford to Bunmahon, or vice versa, a distance of 15 miles, 

105Q. 1093-1120 Distrust as to the security of the Bunmahom post from Waterford, 

by which large sums of money are transmitted, 1052-1058. 1085-1087. 

The runner between Kilmacthomas, Bunmahon, anti Stradbally, has to go upwards of 

20 miles a day, for which he receives only about 7.?. a week, 1080-1092 Reference 

to a letter from Mr. Walsh, Lord Ormond’s agent, to witness, complaining of the delay 
in communicating between Bunmahon and Kilkenny, and between several other places 

in the counties of Waterford and Kilkenny, 1121, 1122 Letters from Garrick to 

Bunmahon are now received in one day, 1121. 1124, 1125. 

Dublin Mails. Earlier departure of the clay mail from Dublin to the south since 1st 

December 1854, Hill 26 Period in the morning when Dublin letters for the day 

mail to the south must be posied, ib. 42, 43. 

Satisfactory character on the whole of the postal arrangements between Waterford, 

&c. and Dublin, Fisher 382, 383 Large proportion of the Waterford correspcmdence 

which is carried on with Dublin, ib. 413, 414 Delay in Dublin in forwarding the 

London mails which arrive at 1 P. M-, ib. 432 Witness does not complain against the 

means of communication from Waterford, &c. to Dublin, except as regards the car to 

Maryborough, Delahunty 758. 832-834 Importance of accelerating the arrival of the 

London and Dublin mails in Waterford, ib. 816-818. 822. 861, 862. 

Mail from Clonmel to Dublin at 8.45 p. m. ; route of tlie same, Kennedy 1150-1153. 

1159, 1160 Deliveiy at present in Clonmel of the London and Dublin day mail, about 

4 I’.M., there being opportunity for replying up to 7.45 p.m., ib. 1180-1185 Recent 

change in regard to the Dublin day mail from Clonmel; letters can now be posted at 
9.45 A. M. instead of at 8.50 a. m., ib. 1186-1190'— Night mail and day mail from Clon- 
mel to Dublin and London further adverted to; use chiefly made of the former mail, ib. 

1234-1242 Witness does not make any complaint in regard to the London and Dublin 

communication with Dungarvan, O’Brien 1590, 1591 1629-1639. 

Main importance to the large towns in Ireland of the mail service to and from Dublin, 
Trollope 1995. 

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the 
mails from Dublin to certain places in the years 1846 and 1855, App. p. 262. 

DvndalTi and Castlehlaney Railway. Reason for the large rate of payment (3s. 2c7. a mile) 
to the Dundalk and Castlehlaney line, Page 3997-4000. 

Du^tGARVAI^: 

1. Complaint in regard to thepresent Arrangements. 

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office. 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements : 

Inconvenient working of the mail car between Dungarvan and Waterford, Fisher 274, 

Considerable importance of the town of Dungarvan, O’ Rrien 1414-1422. 1497, 

]^^g8 Very great inconvenience to Dungarvan in the mail from Waterford, Dublin, 

London, &c., not arriving till 6 p. m., and not being delivered till the following morning, 

ib. 1423-1430 Advantage if the Dungarvan correspondence were brought by the 

Waterford and Limerick Railway, so that it might arrive at 4 P. M., and be delivered on 

the same day, ib. 1423, 1424. 1506-1516. 1549, 1550. 1613, 1614 -Complaint on 

tlie score of there being bui one delivery daily in Dungarvan; very considerable incon- 
venience might be remedied at an expense of about 15/. a year for a second delivery, 
ib. 1424-1458. 1492-1495. 1506-1510. 

Opportunity for getting letters from the Post-office by sending for them, provided 

the same time one pays ll. a year for the privilege, O’Brien 1445-1458 Unfounded 

objection made by the Post-office to the delivery of a mail after daylight, ib. 1459-^4^*5. 

1^1 1-1516 Considerable inconvenience to Dungarvan in the slow and circuitous mode 

of communication with Cappoquin, Lisraore, Tallow, Fermoy, 8cc., ib. 1467-1478- 15^97 

1596. 1644-1648 ^Facility by means of one of Bianconi’s cars for carrying a mail 

between Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and Lismore, at an expense of 5 or 10 h a year ; 
neglect of the Post-office to grant this facility, considered, 1479-1489.1586-154^- 

1615-1628 Very inadequate remuneration of the postmaster and the assistant, who 

are greatly overworked, ib. 1499-1505. 

By u.sing the railway there could be asecond delivery at a time very convenient for men 

of business, O'Brien 1511. 1549, 155O Considerable decrease since 185210 the Post- 

office reveinie from Dungarvan ; evidence in explanation, ib. 1517-1535- 

Remedy, about a year ago, of great inconvenience in regard to the correspondence from 
Dungarvonto Clonmel, i6.'i5i9> I53i-1535- »554-i556- 1643- 1646-^Expedienc^jr^ 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SrransementiS.] DUN 



ENN 



275 



Report, 1 855— continued. 



Dvi^GARVAN — continued. 

1. Complaints in regard to the present Ai-rangements — continued. 

of the Post-ofRce grantinsj postal facilities to Dungarvaii and the neighbouring towns, at 
least equal to those which they formerly enjoyed, and the want of which, under the 
present arrangements has been duly represented and admitted, O'Brien 1643-1 650. 

2. Explanation on the part of the Post-office 

Improved communication to and from Dungarvan since the latter part of I853, Hill 26 

^Theve would not be any extra accommodation to Dungarvan by the prtiposed day 

mail on the Waterford and Limerick Railway, Trollope 2011-2013. 2235 Earlier 

arrival and delivery of the night mail if the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used, 

ib, 2011. 2013-2016 There are two mails daily between Waterford and Dungarvan, 

ib. 2603 Adequacy of the present arrangements for Dungarvan, ib. 2604, 2605. 

Objection to an acceleration of the mail car between Dungarvan and Waterford, on 
account of the considerable increase of payment that would be entailed thereby, Trollope 

2606-2608 Establishment since certain evidence before the Committee of a second 

delivery in Dungarvan at an additional expense of about 7 ?. a year, ib. 2629-2634 

Sufficiency of the present letter carrier there to deliver in the evening and the morning, 

ih. 2634-2644 The difficulty of want of light does not prevent delivery on winter 

evenings, in towns like Dungarvan, where the streets are not lighted by gas, ib. 2643, 

2644. 

Correction of Mr. C’Riien’s evidence as to the slowness of the communication from 
Dungarvan to Cappoquin or Lismore, &c., Trollope 2646-2648. 2658-2667. 2672-2683. 
2693-2696. 2714, 2715— -Previ<uis to the establishment, within the last twelvemonth of 
the car from Clonmel to Dungarvan, the circulation of the Dungarvan correspondence 
was, as described by Mr. C’Brien, to be at present, ib. 2660, 2661. 2671. 2677— — 
Remedy of the non-delivery of the Dungarvan daymail, as complained of by Mr. C’Brien, 

further adverted to, ih. 2696, 2714, 2715 Belief as to the inaccuracy of Mr. C’Brien’s 

statement, that Mr. Bianconi would take a mail between Dungarvan, Lismore, and Csp- 
poquin, for 5/. or to/, a year, ib. 2697-2703. 

Much greater accommodation to Dungarvan since the establishment of railways, 
rj’oZ/upe 2(525-1833 — ^Continuiiliy decreasing postal revenue of Dungarvan, the trade 

of the place declining also, ih. 2834-2836 Proportion of the Dungarvan letters which 

will be benefited by the second delivery, tA. 3135-3138 Increased payment of the 

Dungarvan letter-carriers for the additional delivery, ih. 3189 Non-increase of the 

salary of the poslmasier adverted to in connexion with the amount of his duties, 
ih. 3140-3145- 

Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, dui-ing the last six 

years, App. p. 254 Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; also 

the an-ivai and dispatch of the mails in those years as contrasted with each other, and 
with tlieir arrival and dispatch, according to the proposed use of railways between 

. Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259. 

See also Cappoquin. Waterford. Youghal. 

Dunmore {Waterford). Considerable inconvenience to Dtinmore under the present postal 
arran<^ements with Waterford, Pisher 239 et seq. 350-355— Distance of twelve miles 

fromlOunmore to Waterford, ib. 352 Period of about eighty hours taken for a letter 

and reply between Limerick and Dunmore, ib. 384, 385 Illustration of the incon- 

• venience now suffered at Dunmore, Blake 658. 

Amount of weekly correspondence of Dunmore, Trollope 2062-2064 The letters 

from Limerick and Cork for Dunmore are not now delayed at Waterford, ib. 2071, 2072 

Course of correspondence from Clonmel to Dunmore East; arrangements hereon 

since the silting of the Committee, ib. 2684-2692 Letters from Tramore to Dunmore on 

any day are delivered the following day, ib. 2742 A letter posted at Dunmore on 

• Monday would reach Cashel on Tuesday, ib. 2778. 

See also Waterford. 



E. 

Ennis. Complaint as to the postal arrangements between Dublin and Ennis, the com- 
munication by the Mildland Great Western Railway and Oranmore being very slow and 
defective, Fitzgerald 3343-1345. 1347- 1358- 1389-139'^--— for improved 
communication at a very slight expense by means of the day mail between Dublin and 

Limerick, ib. 1345-1348. 1359 et seq. Correspondence wiih the Post-office which 

ended in their refusing to incur the expense of the mail via Limeiick, ib. 1346, 1347 
— -Commercial importance of Ennis, ib. 1347. 1353- 

The proposed day mail by Limerick would arrive at Ennis about five p.m., which 
•would admit of answers being returned by the mail from Ennis at seven p. m., Fitzgerald 
0,62. MM2 1348. 
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Ennis — continued. 

1348. 1360-1363. 1368.1391-1396 Convenience of a morning mail from Ennis, though 

not so important as a day mail from Dublin via Limerick, 1349-1353— r— 

Objection to the grounds on which the Post-office calculated that the expense of the 
day mail via Limerick, though only yol. a year, was not justified by the circumstances of 

the case, ib. 1364“' 359-, ^374“1376- 1388 Means of communication by mail coach 

and otherwise between Ennis and Limerick, sJ. 1377-1387. 

Statement that no greater speed or earlier arrival can be of benefit to Ennis, Trollope 

2815-2819 Unjustifiable expenditure if there were a day mail to Ennis vi& Limerick 

as proposed by Mr. Fitzgerald, ib. 2820-2823. 

En.nislimon. Extent of benefit to Ennistiraon by the use of a night mail train on the 
Waterford and Limerick railway, Trollope 2061. 

Expense. See Cost of Conveyance. Revenue and Expenditure. 

Extension of Accommodation. Principles by which the Post-office are guided in regard to 
the extension of postal accommodation. Hill 5. 18. 20, 21. 161-168 If contem- 
plated extension be self-supporting it is at once granted, ib. 4, 5. 18. 20, 21 -If there 

be a doubt as to the additional convenience being self-supporting, the extension is never- 
theless generally carried out, and at least as often in Ireland as in England, ib. 5. 161- 

168 Enumeration of several arrangements within the last few years which provide 

for improved postal communication in the district under consideration, ib. 26 Though 

increased facilities of communication produce increased revenue, it is necessary to check 
the cost of such facilities, 189. 198-203. 

Increase of correspondence if increased facilities of conveyance were available, Fisher 

298-302; Malcomson 500. 512. 514-516 Statement that the Post-office in grantino- 

local facilities have not been governed by the rule of the receipts being equal to the 
expenditure, Fisher 445, 446. 453-459. 

Importance of the elements of cost in the case of consideration by the Post-office of 
extended accommodation, 2>oZ/ope 3396-3398 As a general rule, the Post-office con- 

sider tile amount of the correspondence as the data upon which to decide in regard to 
the amount of payment, Page 3855, 3856. 391 1 . 39 1 2. 3988-3995. 

Return showing the principal improvements recently effected as regards postal 
arrangements in the south of Ireland, and the additional expense incurred thereby Avv 
p. 257,258. 

See also Clonmel, 2. Mail Cars and Coaches. Railways. Sub-posts. Waterford 
and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways. Waterford and Limerick 
Railway. 

F. 

Fermoy. Illustration of the delay in communicating between Fermoy and Waterford &c., 

PeZaAunty 764, 765. 778-791 Erroneous evidence which has been given as to the 

course and period of communication from Fermoy to Clonmel, &c., Trollope 2650-2657. 

Return of the number of letters to Fermoy, and revenue accruing therefrom, during 
the last six years, 255. 

Fines. Reasons for not more often levying fines or penalties upon the contractor in cases 

of irregularity in the arrival of mail cars, Trollope 2398-2404. 2530-2546 Modes in 

which the contractor is sometimes punished; he is not fined or punished for any direct 
misconduct on the part of a driver, ib. 2534-2546. 

Fisher, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Resides in Waterford, 227 Has been 

acting as secreiary to a local postal committee, 228 Is proprietor of a local news- 
paper, 229 Description of the present postal arrangements between Waterford and 

Clonmel, &c., there being two mails daily, one by car direct at 4-30 p. m., and another 
chielly by railway via Dublin, the time occupied being 21 hours and 15 minutes, 230 et 

seq. iDconvenience to Tramore, Dunmore, Passage,'and Woodstown, in the letters 

flora those places to Clonmel, Cork, Limerick, &c., not arriving in Waterford till after 
the clis|iatch of the 4*30 p.m. mail; remedy suggested, 239-246. 306-311. 350-358. 
Sfii~379- 

The correspondence from Waterford to the places west and south-west of Clonmel 

goes by the mail car at 4-30 p. m., 242, 243 Illustration of the slowness of the postal 

communication between Cappoquin and Dunmore, 244, 245 Considerable incon- 

venience to Waterford in the direct mail being dispatched thence at so early an hour as 

4\30 P.M., 246-249. 286, 287. 315-330 Inconvenience in the letters from Waterford 

direct to Clonmel not being delivered on the evening of arrival, or in time for answers by 

return of post, 249. 289-295 -Inconvenience in the mail by car from Clonmel, &c., 

not arriving in Waterfurd sufficiently early to be delivered along with the Dublin mail. 
250-264. . ® " 

Inconvenience 
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Fisfier, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Inconvenience to the small towns round Waterford in the inails thither from Clonmeh 
&c. being detained inWaterfood nearly a whole day before they are dispatched, 255- 

260. 359 Considerable improvement if the mail via Clonmel to Watertorcl, &c. were 

sent by railway in the night, 258. 265-267. 288 Grievance in the letters to Water- 
ford from the adjoining towns not being delivered on the evening of arrival, 268-270 

Mode of conveyance from Waterford to the small towns, 270, 271 Statement that 

letters for Clonmel, &c., posted in the Waterford receiving house at 1 1 or 12 in the 
morning do not leave the mail at 4*30 p.m., 271-273. 

Prejudicial effect of the present postal arrangements upun the local press, 274 Incon- 
venient working of the mail car between Dungarvan and Waterford, 274, 275 Circuitous 

route of the mail at 7'io p.m., and consequent inconvenience further adverted to, 275— 

282. 361-379 Circumstance of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company having 

established a threepenny parcel post; convenience thereof, 282. 296, 297. 328. 415, 416 

Means ol direct communication by railway between Waterford and sundry places 

adverted to, as showing the expediency and economy of dispensing with the present mail 
cars ; suggestions hereon, 279 et seq. 

Better postal communication between Waterford and Clonmel, &c. before, railways 
were established, 288. 333-336. 474, 475 Grounds for anticipating increased corres- 
pondence if increased railway facilicites be afforded, 298-302 Communications between 

the Waterford Postal Committee and Lord Canning, 303 Liberality of the offer of the 

Waterford and Limerick Company to run a night mail train at 2 s. 3 d. a mile, 303. 349. 
388-396. 409, 410 Undue amount now paid to Great Southern and Western Com- 
pany, 303. 410. 445 Statement that the net increased expense of adopting the Water- 

ford and Limerick line, and dispensing with the mail cars, would be only 3,000 and 
not 7,000 L, as stated by Lord Canning, 303. 343-348. 

Opportunities of the Waterford merchants for receiving their letters before the general 

delivery, by paying a guinea a year for a box at the Post-office, 312-314. 379, 380 

Claim of Waterford, in a financial point of view, to a direct mail train in the evening 

to Clonmel and Limerick, 324-326. 329-336. 347-349. 445 Means for saving the 

expense (1,245 17 s. 10 d. a year) of the car fiom Waterford to Maryborough, at yio 

P.M., 331. 339-343 Great inconvenience caused in Waterford last winter by the delay 

•of the mail cars by the snow, at a period when the trains were keeping their time, 336- 

338. 

Representation made regarding the letters lying in the sorting house at Waterford, 

359,360. 460-462 Satisfactory character in the whole of the postal arrangements 

between Waterford, &c., and Dublin, 382, 383 Period of about eighty hours taken 

for a letter and reply between Limerick and Dunmore, 384, 385 Avdantage of a night 

mail train from Waterford to the Limerick Junction, further adverted to ; it should start 

about 8*30 P.M. 396-406 Advantage of New Ross and Wexford, if the Waterford 

and Limerick Railway were used as proposed, 396-401 Three deliveries daily in 

Waterford; only two deliveries under witness’s plan, 402. 407, 408 Hours at which 

the daily trains now start from Waterford for Clonmel ov Limerick, 411, 412. 

Large proportion of the Waterford correspondence which is carried on with Dublin, 413, 

414 Impression that if the proposed night niail were adopted the Waterford and 

Limerick Company would also convey mails by any of their trains for i d. a. mile, which 

at present they should not be expected to do, 417-428 Contemplated establishment 

of steamboat communication between Waterford and Milford, 429-431 Delay in 

Dublin in forwarding the Loudon mails which arrive at 1 p. m., 432. 

Inconvenience suffered by the mining district of Birmingham through deficient postal 

communication with Waterford, 433, 434 Postal arvaiu/ements between Waterford 

and Cork adverted to, as being exceedingly inconvenient to Wnterford, every facility on 

the other hand being given to the Coik corresp ndence, 435-445. 448-452 Statement 

that the Post-office, in granting local facilities, has not been governed by the rule of the 
receipts being equal to the expenditure, 445, 446. 453-459. 

Inconvenience suffered by the towns adjoining Cashel, 447 Increasing amount 

the correspondence conveyed and delivered by the Waterford and Limerick Company* 

463-467 Substitution of late years of slow and unsafe mail cars for mail coaches? 

468-475 Duty of the Post-office to adopt the quickest and safest mode of conveyance, 

4^6 Inconvenience to places beyond Limerick by not conveying the mails by rail- 

way from the junction to Limerick, 477-479. 

Fitzgerald, J. JD., Member of the House, and Solicitor-general for Ireland. (Analysis of his 
Evidence.) — Complaint as to the- postal arrangements between Dublin and Ennis, the 
communication by the Midland Great Western Railway and Oranmore being very slow and 
defective, 1343-1345. > 347 . 1358. is89-)392- Opportunity for improved communica- 

tion at a very slight expense by means of tlie day mail between Dublin and Liraerick , 

0 62. ' MM3 * 346 “ 
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Fitzgerald, 0 ., Member of the House, §-c. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

^345-1348. 1359 et seq. Correspondence with ihe Post-office which ended in their 

refusing to incur the expense of the mail via Limerick, 1346, 1347 Inconvenience 

suffered by the county of Clare generally under the present arrangements, 1347 

Commercial importance of Ennis, 1347- 1353- 

The proposed day mail by Limerick would arrive at Ennis about five p.m., which 
would admit of answers being returned by the mail from Ennis at seven p.m., 1348. 1360- 

1263. 1368. 1391-1396 Convenience of a morning mail from Ennis, though not so 

important as a day mail from Dublin via Limerick, 1349*1353 Objection to tlie 

grounds on which the Post-office concluded that the expense of the day mail via Lime- 
rick, thoueh only 70/. a year, was not justified by the circumstances of 'the case, 1354- 

1359 - 1374-1376. 1388. ‘ 

Importance to Kilrush of the proposed mail by Limerick, 1364-1371 Also to 

Kilkee, 1364-1367. 1372, 1373 Means of communication by m:iil coach and other- 

wise between Ennis mid Limerick, 1377-1387-— — V^ery defective cause of commmiica- 
lion from the sub-post of Butren to Clarecastle ; letter hereon from Mr. William Smith of 

Biirren, 1397-1408 Very slow communication from parts of Connemera to Limerick, 

&c., 1400. 

Fletcher, Henry Alcock. (Analysis of his Evidence. j~Traffic manager of the Waterford 

and Kilkenny Railway; resides in Kilkenny, 1903-1905 Payment of6rf. a mile by 

the Post-office for the dav-mail train belween Kilkenny rmd Waterford, 1906-1908 

Notice given by tlse company to discontinue tiie train, the Post-office terms not paying 

them, 1909, 1910 Advantage of llie Waterford and Kilkenny Railway over any 

other rout'-, for conveying the Kilkenny mail to Waterford, 291 1-1913. 

I’roposition made by witness to Lord Canning and Mr. Rowland Hill, whereby, at a 
slight additional expense, if any, the mail service for the south-eastern part ot Ireland 

would be considerably accelerated and im|>roved, 1915 et seq. Use proposed to be 

made of the South-Eastem Railway from Carlow to Kilkenny, 1915-1928 Contem- 

plated ve-arraiigemeiit of the present mail eoacli night service from Dublin to Wexford, 
ill order to meet the proposed improved service for the south-eastern district, 1923, 1924. 
1245-1953. 

Witness’s proposition contemplated a mail train from Duhlin at 7’3® p.m., direct 
through Carlow and Kilkenny, and to arrive in Waterford at 12 at night, which, not 

beingan actual nigiu service, would not entail much expense, 1924. 1928. 1935-1937 

The up-tnaii train for Dublin, as proposed, would leave Waterford at 7-30 p.m., passing 
tlu'ough Kilkenny, and thence by goods train to Dublin, to arrive at 4 a.m., 1928. 

1937-1944 Reason for the propos'itioii not having been laid originally before the Post- 

office, 1928-1930. 1971-1974. 1982-1984, 

Explanation relative to a proposition for a passenger mail train from Waterford to 
Dublin, to leave Kilkenny at 8'30 p.m., in lieu of the goods train from Kilkenny at 
9 P.M., and to arrive in Dublin at 12 at night; hesitation of the Great Southern and 
Western Company to accept lower terms for this service than ior the night-inuil services 

now pc.forim'd by ihem, 1954-1975 Rate of payment for the day mail to the Great 

Southern and Western Company, contrasted with the much smaller payment to the 
Waterford and Kilkenny and South-Eastern Companies, 1967-1969. 1976-1981. 

Foot-Messengers. Small rate of payment of the foot-messengers about Portlaw, who are 

very unequal to ihe labour required of them, Malcomson 543-563 runner between 

Kilmacthomas, Bunmahon and Stradbally has to go upwards of 20 miles a day, for 
which he receives only about 7s. a week, Doudney 1080-1092. 

With regard to the small remuneration of some of the Post-office foot-messengers, wit- 
ness is about to recommend an increase in their scale of pay, Trollope 2587-2592. 3097 
Distances travelled by, and rate of payment of foot-messengers in England and in Ire- 
land, ih. 2751-2758. 3091-3097 Nature of the supervision in regard to the efficiency 

of foot-messengers, ib. 2933. 2952, 2953 Foot-messengers are appointed by the Trea- 

sury; how recommended, ib. 2934-2936. 

i'ee also Bunmahon. Fortlaic. 



G- 

Golden {Tipperary). Very circuitous and slow communication between Tramore and G0I-- 

deii, near Cashel, Kennedy 1290-1296 Time taken in communicating from 'J’rauiore 

to Golden; concurrence w th Mr, Kennedy hereon, Trollope 3338-3343- 

Goold’s Cross {Tipperary). Inconvesiiciice of Goold’s Cross as a point of junction of the- 
mails wiih the railway, Kennedy 13^9-13'25* 1328. 

See also Clonmel. Mail Curs and Coaches, 1. 3. 
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Goresbridge. Great inconvenience suffered at Goresbridge in consequence of the defective 

postal arrangements witli Waterford, &c., Alexander 1765-1769. 1856, 1857 lie- 

meciy suggested, ib. 1772 et seq. 

Adequacy of the present postal arrangemenis, Trollope 2843 Earlier dispatch 

necessary from Goresbridge in event of a mail train, as proposed, from Waterford to 
Dublin, ih. 3582. 

Gowrari. Considerable inconvenience to Gowran, though on the railway, under the pre- 
sent means of cominunicaiion with Waterford, &c., Alexander 1766-1769. 1850, 1851. 
1856, 1857 Means for obviating the same, ih. 1772 et seq. 

The present postal arrangements of Gowran are not inadequate, TroZ/ppe 2843 — ^ — 
Earlier dispatclj from Gowian by a mail train, as proposed, from Waterford to Dublin, 
ih. 3582. 

Great Northern Railway. Arrangements between the Post-office and the Great Northern 
Company for sending letter bags at parcel rates over part of the line, Page 37OI, 
3702. 

Great Southern and Western Railway. Payment 10 the Great Southern and Western 
Company by renewed arrangement witliout arbitration, of 45. 6d. amile for the night 
mail, and 1 s. a mile for the day mail, Hill 94-104. 126, 127. 150-157. 

Undue amount now paid to the Great Southern and Western Company, Fisher 303. 

410.445. Opinion that the rate of payment is moderate, iVfa/co/msoK 518 Rate 

of payment for the day mail to the Great Southern and Western Compa^ny contrasted 
with the much smaller payment to the Waterford and Kilkenny and South-Eastern 
Companies, Fletcher 1967-1969. 1976-1981. 

Conditions of the contract nr agreement with the Great Southern and Western Com- 
panv adverted to; how far compulsory on the Post-office to accept such contract, 

Tircil/ope 3428-3447. 3477-3487- 

Payment of 32,000 /. a year for ihe night and day mail trains between Dublin and 
Cork contrasted wiih the payment of 13,000 L for similar services between London and 
Dorchester ; examination hereon, Page 3666-3671 . 3697. 3698. 3849-3878. 3888. 3907- 

Additional accommodation given by the Great Southern and Western Company, 

in consideration of which the Post-office have agreed to continue the arrangement made 

under arbitration, ib. 3865-3873. 3892-3B96 Necessary use by the Post-office of 

the Great Southern and Western Railway, the question of revenue not being applied 
as in the case of branch lines, ih. 3988-3995. 

Statement showing the annual payment, and rate per mile, for conveying the mails in 
the year 1855, App.p. 262. 

See also Travelling Post-office. Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Great Western Railway. Arrear of 150,000 1. in the case of the Great Western Company, 
adverted to as showing that the payments for the year are sometimes not made within 
the year. Hilt 55; Page 3889-3891. 

Guards. Practice as to the employment of guards whose services are not calculated in 

the cost of conveyance, Trollope 2141-2148 Payment now made for guards 

between Maryborougb and Waterford adverted to, ib. 3310-3315. 



H. 

Heard, Isaac, M. P. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Complaint of the insecurity and insuffi- 
ciency of the conveyance of the mail to Kinsale by one-horse car; detention of the 
. mails for six days in February last adverted to hereon, 879-885. 898, 899. 926-930. 973- 

007, Assistance afforded bv witness, in order to have the mails conveyed from bailin- 

hassio- to Kinsale; they were left for some days at the former place, seemingly without 

' any one in charge, 882-885. 976-984 Delivery of 2,000 letters weekly at Kinsale, 

8Hl. 925. 998, 999 Great improvement if the Kinsale and Baiidnn letters were sent 

along ttie Cork and Bandon Railway by the train at 5 p.m., 886. 888-894--— Letter 
from Mr. Sbaw, manager of the Cork and Bandon line, offering to take ihe mails by the 
ordinary trains for 2 d. a mile, or 100 1. a year, for a train each way ; evidence thereon, 
886, 887. 900-918. 937, 938.. 

How far expedient that the Post-office should pay 730 1. a year, or 1 s. a mile each 
way, for a special night mail train along tlie Cork and Bandon line, such tram having 
been offered by the company, 889. 895-897. 900-903. 919-925- 960-970— Large 
population and correspondence to the West of Bandon, 889. 998-1002 —Complamt 
tlvat the London and. Dublin letters for Bandon, Kinsale, Sic., are kept m Coik for 
several hours, instead of being sent on by the train at 5 p.m., 889-892. 934"93®- 97^- 

In point of time the present night mail by car arrives at Kinsale sufficiently early, 
931-949.971,972 Advantage if as well as a mail train from Cork to Bandon at 

r, fio M M d. 6 P* M., 
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Heard, Isaac, M. p. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

5 P. M., there were also a nroi-iiing mail from Kinsale to Cork, so as to prevent delay in 

answering letters 950-959. 964-970 Opportunity for using the railway 10 Bandon, 

whenever the road may be stopped in winter, 985-987. 996, 997. 

Herhert Henry Arthur, M.p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Member of Parliament 
tor the county of Kerry; is lieutenant of the county, 165c, 1650 Represen- 

tation made by witness, on the part of the merchants of Tralee, to the Post-office in 
favour of the conveyance of the Tralee night mail via the Mallow and Killartiey Rail- 

way, 1654 Inquiry into the matter by Lord Canning, which ended in witness being 

satisfied that the expense of a night mail train to Killarncy was more than could reason- 
ably be expected, 1655, 1656. 1673, 1674. 1701-1703. 

Complaint by the people of Tralee that the conveyance of the mail by one-horse car 
from Mallow to Tralee, is irregular and slow ; memorial hereon to tiie Posi-offlce 1656’ 

1057 Reply by Mr. James Kmdrick, district surveyor for ihe Post-office, to tlie 

Iralee memorial, 1656 Staieraent showing the right of the memorialists to complain 

the conveyance in questiun being ill-appointed, and very irregular and inefficient, 1656* 
1657.1704,1705. •/ o . o> 

Witness has no complaint to make in regard to the mails for Killarney 1658 1659. 
—Course of letters leaving London by the 5 p. m. mail for Tralee; no advanta<^e to 
Iralee m forwardmg these letters from Mallow to Killarney by a mid-day train, 1660- 
1662. 1666-1675. 1694-1700 — • — Explanation as to a day mail having been carried till 
recently on the Mailow and Killarney line for nothing, and subsequently discontinued 

altogether, 1663-1665. 1676-1683. J 

Convenience to Killarney and other places, if the mail were conveyed by an earlv 

train frorii Mallow as before, 1677. 1683. 1699 Reference to the discontinuance of 

Limerick (0 Tralee, since the opening of the railway to Mallow, 

i6«4-i68d. 1692, 1693 Inexpediency of conveying the Tralee mail by railway to 

Limerick, and thence on by coach, instead of conveying it by Mallow, 1687-1691- 

Expense of a mail train from Mallow to Killarney at a different hour in the day from 
that at which the trains now start, 1700. 

High Sheriff of Waleiford. Complaint by tlie High Sheriff of Waterford in re-ard to tfe 
means of communication with the sub-sheriff at Lismore, .Ulake 660-663. ° 

Hill, Rowland. (Analysis of his Evidence.) Has no local knowledge in regard to the subject 

of the present inquiry Principles by which the Post-office authorities are guided iu 

regard to the extension of postal accommodation, 4, 5. 18. 20, 21, 161-168 Con- 

siderable improvement of postal communicaiion in Ireland since the establishment of 
railways, 6-n Several towns within the district under consideration in which deliv- 
eries or letter-carriers have been established since the year 1841 ; 11-17 There is no- 

absolute rule in regard to additional letter-carriers, 17, 18. 

Establishment of 200 rural posts in the district since 1841 ; return containino- parti- 
culars hereon, 19 Rule which determines the establishment of a rural or subordinaie 

post, 20, 21. 23 Additional flicilities generally in regard to money-orders of late 

years, 24 Establishment during the last five years of several money-order offices in- 

the district, 25 Enumeration of several arrangements within the last few years, which 

provide for improved postal communication in the district, 26. 

Difficulty of stating the receipts at the several post towns, 29 Difficulty of accu- 

rately estimating the amount of increased correspondence consequent upon the increased 

postal fac! ities, 30, 31. 37 An account can be compiled allowing the total number of 

liters in the districi, at dales anterior and subsequent to the new arrangements since 

1852 ; 32. 36-40. 62 Means for calculating the profits of any particulur post-office 

33-36 Period in the morning when Dublin letters for the day mail to the south must 

be posted, 42, 43. 

_ Account of the Post-office revenue and expenditure in Great Britain and in Ireland 
m each of the last three yeais, 44, and App. p. 253 Impossibility of stating accu- 

rately the receipts and expenditure on account of the district in Ireland under considera- 
tion, or of showing whether the increase of revenue is greater there than in other 
disincls, 45-52 Explanaiion with reference to the foregoing account, that the pay- 

ments to railways, See. are not always made regularly, and that the annual expenditure 
may not represtmt the actual service performed, 53-61. 

Comparative cost to the Post-office of a letter in Great Britain and in Ireland, show- 

mg that the expense is 30 per cent, greater in the latter country, 63 More expensive 

nature of the service in Ireland than in England ; ihe average mileao-e paid to the rail- 
ways being nearly twice as much as in England or Scotland; tubular statement in- 

elucidation, 64-69. 83, et seq. Circumstance of some of the postage on letters to the 

United States being unduly but unavoidably credited to the English Post-office, 70-74 

Large expenditure, on the oiher hand, incurred iu England, on account of Irish 

letters, by the Chester and Holyhead Railway, See., 73-77 Opportunity shortly for 

terminating 
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Hill, Rowland. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

terminating the present arrangements with the Chester and Holyhead Company, 
78, 79- 

An account of separate expenditure cannot be given for Scotland as for Ireland, 80- 

82 Tabular statement, showing among other particulars the average expense per mile 

of the conveyance of letters in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 83 Similar system of 

arbitration in regard to the charge for railway mileage in Ireland as in England, 88-90. 
98-100 Payment by agreement of 6 d. a mile to the Waterford and Kilkenny Com- 

pany for the day mail, gi, 92. 

Payment to the Great Southern and Western Company by renewed avrangementj 
without arbitration, of 4 s. 6rf. a mile for the night mail, and i s. a mile for the day 

mail, 94-104. 126, 127. 150-157 Less rate of payment to the Midland Great Western 

Company than to tlie Southern and Western Company, 105-107 Increased expen- 

diture of 6,673 1 . a year, which would sweep away the whole net revenue of Ireland, if 
the offer of the Waterford and Limerick Company bad been accepted, viz. to carry the 
night mails at 2 s. 3 d. a mile, and ilie day mails at 9 d. a mile, 108-117. 

With regard to the cost of 4 s. 6 d. a mile demanded for the conveyance of the night 
mail from the Limerick junction to Limerick, the Post-office have no case of complaint, 

118-125 Benefit to places beyond Limerick, but not to Limerick itself, if the 

railway from the Junction were used, 128-131 Doubt as to any better arrangement 

of the mails to Limerick and Waterford, unless the cost of an additional mail be 
incurred, 132-134. 

As recrards Clonmel, an hour might be saved in the arrival and in the departure of the 
day mail, if the railway to Goold's Cross were used, 135-149 The Postmaster-gene- 

ral can order a train to take the mails at a certain liour, the rate of payment being 

setiled subsequently, 151-154 Reference to a commission appointed in 1854 to 

report upon the mileage payment to railways, 157-160 Suggestions as made by 

witness on former occasions that the Legislature should, to a certain extent, fi.x the 
mileage rates generally, 169, 170. 

Uncertainty in the case of arbitrators’ decisions, very different awards being made 

under similar circumstances, 170-173 Advantage in the Postmaster-general having 

a lawyer, as well as an engineer, to assist in cases of arbitral ion, 174 — ' — Arrangement 
sometimes made to send mails by any train, of a particular railway, for a fixed sum, 

1176 Comparative lowness (for Ireland) of the offer of the Waterford and 

Limerick Company to carry the night mail for 2^. 3<i. a mile, 177, 178. 

Reference to towns in the South and West of Ireland, which may have been put 

to inconvenience by the mails being conveyed by railway, 179-183. 187 Steady 

increase in the Irish postal revenue adverted to, 184-186 Though increased facilities 

of communication produce increased revenue, it is necessary to check the cost of 

such facilities, 189. 198-203 Explanation as to mail cars having been of late years, 

to a certain extent, substituted fur mail-coaches in Ireland, 204-207. 217-219. 

Slight use by the Post-office of the Waterford and Limerick line, 208, 209 

Safety,, generally speaking, of the mail bags, as conveyed by car, 210-213 Inter- 

ruption by snow, 8cc. to the mail trains, though not perhaps to the same exient, as 

to the mail cars or coaches, 214-216, 220-223. 225 Rule of the Post-office to 

take the cheapest conveyance, wiietlier coach or car, 217 Small size of the Irish 

mails, 218, 219 Increased facilities for postal communication, and consequent advan- 

tages, if the railways in the South of Ireland, could be made generally available by 
the Post-office, 220. 223-225. 

Huntingdon, Lord. Letter from Lord Huntingdon, deputy-lieutenant of Waterford county, 
to witness, dated 3 July 1855, complaining of the great inconvenience suffered under 
the present postal arrangements in Waterford, 8cc., and suggesting means of remedy. 
Blake 659, 660. See also Woodstown. 

I. 

Inconvenience. ■ See Abbeyfeale. Bagnalstown. Banks. Bunmahon. Cahir. 

Cappoguin. Cashel. CiTCuitoiis Routes. Clare. Clonmel. Cork. Corn 

Trade. Detention (Winter Months). Dungarvan. Bunmore. Kilmeaden. 

Mail Cars and Coaches. Memorials and Complaints. Milford. Farcel Post. 

Portlaw. Railways, Ross. Tramore. Waterford. 

Increase of Correspondence. Difficulty of accurately estimating the amount of increased 
correspondence consequent upon increased postal facilities, 30, 31* 37 — ; Antici- 
pated increased correspondence if increased railway facilities be afforded, Fisher 298— 
302; ik/a/comsow 500. 512. 514-516. 

See also Extension of Accommodation. 

0.62. N N Inquiry. 
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Inquiry. Tlie Committee consider that the importance of the subject under considera- 
tion jusiifies them in recommending that the inquiry be proceeded with at an early 
opportunity in the next Session, Rep.p. iii. 

Insecurity of Mails. See Kinsale. Mail Cars and Coaches. Porilaio. Securitu 
of Mails. 

Irish South Eastern Railway. Use proposed to be made of the South-Eastern Railway, 
from Carlow to Kilkenny, Fletcher 1915-1928 Statement showing the annual pay- 

ment to this railway, and rate per mile for the Conveyance of the mails in the year 1855, 
App. p. 262. 

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways. 

J. 

Jerpoint. With regard to Kilkenny and Jerpoint, there is now no night mail between 
those places, Page 3984-3987. 

K. 

Kennedy, Wilson. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Resides in Clonmel; is a director of the 

Tipperary Bank, 1126, 1127 Postal communication between Waterford, Clonmel, 

and Limerick, before the railway was opened, adverted to as having been much more 

satisfactory than the present communication, 1128-1137 Arrival, at present, in 

Clonmel, at 8.20 of the mail, which leaves Waterford at 4.30 p.m.; considerable 

inconvenience of such late arrival, 1138-1170 Mail from Clonmel to Dublin, at 

8.45 P.M.; route of the same, 1150-1153. 1159, 1160 Irregular arrival and occa- 
sional late delivery of the day mail to Clonmel, by car, 1171-1179 'Delivery, at 

present, of the day mail, about 4 p.m., there being opportunity for replying up to 

7.45 P.M., 1180-1185. 

Recent change in regard to the Dublin day mail from Clonmel ; letters can now be 

posted at 9.45 a.m. instead of at 8.50 a.m., 1186-1190 Since the latter departure 

of the Dublin day mail, the day mail to Cork, Limerick, and all places south of 

Goold’s Cross has been cut off, 1189-1191 Considerable advantage if, as regards 

Clonmel, &c., the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used for the conveyance nf day 

mails to and from the junction, 1192-1212. 1237. 1248-1264. 1329 Propriety of 

the Post-ofiice making arrangements to accommodate the banking interest, rather than 
of the latter altering their hours of business to meet the present postal arrangements, 
1213-1223. 

Complaint in i-egar<l to the one-horse mail car, which conveys the night post, between 
Goold’s Cross and Clonmel; insecurity of this car illustrated, 1224, 1225. 1264-1273 
Circumstance of there B-arely being any passengers by this car, though by a rail- 
way mail-ti'ain in the night there probably would be a good many, 1225. 1274-1283 

The London letters by the 5 p.m. mail, and the Liverpool evening letters, reach 

Clonmel about 3 p.m. on the following day; comparatively few London letters by this 

mail, 1227-1233. 1240. 12-42. 1245-1247. 1252, 1253 Night mail and day mail, 

from Clonmel to Dublin and London, further adverted to; use chiefly made of the 
former mail, 1234-1242. 

London letters, by the evening mail, reach Clonmel at 8 a.m. on the second day; 

time before answers are received in London, 1243, 1244 Considerable business carried 

on in the towns of Tipperary, Carrick-on-Suir, and Clonmel, 1279-1281 Very cir- 

cuitous and slow communication between Killenaule and Bailingarry, 1284-1289. 1297, 

1298 Similar complaint in regard to the course of communication between Tramore 

and Golden, near Cashel, 1290-1296. 

Description of the two postal routes from Waterford to Limerick, the one occupying 

about 11 hours, and the other 22 hours, 1300-1312 Letters might be taken, from 

Waterfoi'd to Limerick, dii-ect by railway, in from 3 to 3 J hours, 1308. 1313 Con- 

siderable improvement in regard to places west of Limerick, if the Waterford, &e. mail 

were taken by railway, 1314-1318 Advantage to several specified towns in the 

couBities of Waterford and- Tipperary if there were a tight mail-train between Waterford 
and the junction, 1317-1329. 

Inconvenience of Goold’s Cross as a point of junction of the mails with the rail- 

-way, 1319. 1325-1328 Inconvenience also of Maryborough as a junction, 1326- 

1328 Letter written to Lord Canning on 17th April last in favour of railway mail 

communication between Waterfoi’d and Limerick, 1329 Very defective postal com- 

munication between Clonmel and Kilkenny, the letters going round by Dublin, 1330-1334' 
Also between Clonmel and Thomastown since the establishment of the railway, 

1335-1338. 

Kenny, Joseph. — (Analysis of his Evidence.) Witness, who is mayor of Clonmel, fully 
coincides in all that has been stated by Mr. Kennedy, 1339-1342. 

Kildare 
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Kildare and Waterford. See Waterford and KUkemiy and Irish South-Kastern Railways. 
■Kilhee. Importance to Kilkee of the proposed day-mail by the Waterford and Limerick 

Railway, Fitzgerald 1364-1367. 1372, 1373. See also Sub-posts. 

Kilhenny. Very defective postal communication between Clonmel and Kilkenny, there 

being no direct mail, though the distance is only 31 miles, Kennedy 1330-1334 

- Letters for Kilkenny posted in Clonmel in the evening go round by Dublin, ii. 1332, 
1333- 

Establishment in 1 854 of a mail car between Kilkenny and Thuvles adverted to, St/Z 26 

Postal anano-ements between Dublin and Kilkenny adverted to, Tro/Zope 201 8- 

2024 Correction of Mr. Kennedy’s statement as to the Clonmel letters to Kilkenny 

going round by Dublin, ih. 2803, 2804. 2852-2854 Inconvenience to Kilkenny, if 

dependent upon its mails upon the car from Thurles, ih. 3225-3231 Within the last 

twelvemonths letters from Clonmel and Kilkenny used to be conveyed u/d Dublin, i6. 

3235-3238- 

Slight advantage to Kilkenny by a mail-train direct from Waterford ai 7.30 p. ai., 

Trollope 3533-3542 Inconvenience in an earlier despatch in the evening by this 

mail from Kilkenny, ib. 3580, 3581. 

Return of the number of letters to Kilkenny, and revenue accruing therefrom, during 

the last six years, 1pp. p- 255 Return showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855 ; 

also the arrival and despatch of the mails in those years, as contracted with each other, 
and with their arrival and despatch, according 10 the proposed use of railways between 

Limerick and and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259 Statement showing 

the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the Kilkenny, 8cc. mails in 
1846 and 1855, ih. 262. 

See also Waterford and Kilkenny Railway. Waterford and Kilkenny and Irish 
South-Eastern Railways. 

Killarney. Witness has no complaint to make in regard, to the mail for Killarney, Herbert 

1658, 1659. See also Malloio and Killarney Railway. 

Kilmeaden {Waterford). Considerable inconvenience experienced by witness, as coroner, 
in his communications from Tramore to Kilmeaden, Belahuuty 724-728. 791-790- 
859, 860. 

Weekly correspondence of Kilmeaden, Trollope 2065 Absence of ground for com- 

plaint by Mr. Delahuniy in regard to the communication between Waterford and Kil- 
meaden ; nature of such communication, ib. 2734-2739. 3080-3092 Time taken in 

communicating between Tramore and Kilmeaden, ib. 2740. 

Kilrush. Importance to Kilrush of the proposed day-mail by Limerick, Fitzgerald 1364- 

jgyi E.xtent of benefit to Kilrush by the use of a night-mail train on the M'aterfbrd 

and Limerick Railway, Trollope 2061. 

■Kinsale. Complaint of the insecurity and insufficiency of the conveyance of the mail to 
Kinsale by one-horse car ; detention of the mails for six days in February last adverted 

to hereon. Heard 879-885. 898, 899. 926-930. 973-977 Delivery, of 2,000 letters 

weekly at Kinsale, ib. 881-925. 998, 999 Witness provided two horses last February 

in order to have these mails removed to Kinsale from Ballinhassig, where they lay for 

some days, seemingly without anyone in charge, ib. 882-885. 927. 976-984- In point 

of time the present night-mail by car arrives at Kinsale sufficiently early, 931-949. 

•• Ad Vantage if, US well as a mail-train from Cork to Bandon at fivep.M., 

there were also a morning mail from Kinsale to Cork, so as to prevent delay in answering 
letters, ib. 950-959. 964-970. 

Sufficiently early arrival and late desjiatch in the case of Kinsale, Trollope 2779, 2780 

Inaccuracy of the statement of Mr. Heard as to the detention upon one occasion 

- of the Kinsale mail at Ballinhassig without anyone in charge, ib. 2799, 2800. 3103. 
3029-3034 Assistance afforded by Mr. Heard in forwarding the mail from Ballin- 

hassig adverted to and acknowledged, ib. 3103-3105. 3134. 

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the 
mails from Cork to Kinsale in 1846 and 1855, App.p. 262. 

See also Cork and Bandon Railway. 

L. 

Lancaster and Carlisle Railway. High rate of payment for mail services to the Lancaster 
and Carlisle Company, who receive about 4s. or 4s. 6if.-a mile for the night mail. Page 
■: -3725- ■ - 

Leamyhrien {Waterford). Inconvenience experienced by witness, as .coroner, residing at 
Tramore, in communicating with the police at Leauiybrien, Delahuniy 729. 876 Cor- 
respondence weekly of Leamyhrien adverted to, Tro//ope 2064, 2065. 

N N'2 ■ Letghhnbridge 
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Leighlinbridge. Great inconvenience to Leighlinbridge, in consequence of the defectiva 
means of communicating with Waterford, &c., Alexander 1764— —Remedy suggested, 
ib, 1762 et seq. 

Letter-carriers. There is no absolute rule of the Post-office in regard to additional letter- 
carriers, Hill 17, 18. 

Letter.^. Account, monthly, of the number of letters throughout the kingdom, Hill 36 
Table, showing the number of letters delivered respectively in England, in Ireland, and 
in Scotland, ib. 83. 

Return, showing the number of letters received at the post towns in the counties of 
Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Tipperary, Kildare, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wicklow, and 
Wexford, together with revenue accruing therefrom, during the years 1850 to 1855 
inclusive, App.p. 254-257. 

Limerick. Benefit to places beyond Limerick, but not to Limerick itself, if the Waterford and 

Limerick Railway were used the whole way. Hill 128-131 Inconvenience to places 

beyond Limerick by not conveying the mails by railway from the junction to Limerick, 

Fisher 477-479 Considerable improvement in regard to places west of Limerick if the 

M'^aterford, &c. mail were taken by railway, Kennedy 1314-1318. 

Improved communication with Limerick since the establishment of railways, Trollope 

1997. 2002. 2004-2006 Income of the Limerick Post-office, and sub-offices, ib. 2155. 

2167-2169 Examination as to the extent to which Limerick would be benefited by 

the proposed night-mail by railway, ib. 2771-2773. 3344-3370. 3373-3375* 3403-3405. 
Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last six 

years, App.p. 255 Returns, showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 1855; 

the arrival and despatch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with each other, and 
with the arrival and despatch, according to the proposed use of railways between 
Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waterford, ib. 259. 

See also Ennis. Sub-posts. Waterford, Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Limerick Junction. The Limerick Junction, rather than Goold’s Cross or Maryborough, 
is tlie proper place for the mails to meet the railway, Kennedy 1319-1329. 

Lismore. Complaint in regard to the present mode of communication between Lismore and 
Dungarvan, the same being exceedingly defective and slow, O’Brien 1467-1478. 1589- 

1596. 

Extent of benefit to Lismore by the use of a night mail-train on the Waterford and 

Limerick Railway, Trollope 2061 Time taken in corresponding between Lismore and 

Tallow, ib. 2649. 2670, 2671 Inexpediency of sending a mail by the car from Lismore 

to Dungarvan, at 5.30 a.m., ib. 2704-2713 Communicaiion between Tallow and 

Lismore funher adverted to; either way it takes but 14 J hours, the circulation being all 
during the night, ib. 3649-3654. 

Liverpool Mails. Inconvenience to Waterford in regard to the Liverpool correspondence, 
under the present postal arrangements, Fisher 247. 260. 

London Mails. The London letters by the five p. m. mail, and the Liverpool evening letters, 
reach Clonmel about three p.ra. the following day; comparatively few London letters by 

this xanW, Kennedy 1227-1233. 1240. 1242. 1245-1247. 1252, 1253 London letters 

by the evening mail reach Clonmel at eight a.m. on the second day; time before 

answers are received in London, ib. 1243, 1244 Considerable advantage if the railway 

from the junciion to Clonmel were used in the case of the letters leaving London in the 
afternoon, ib. 1248-1264. 

Very great accommodation to Ireland by the mail from London at five p.m. ; inaccu- 
racy of Mr. Kennedy’s statement as to the proportion of Irish letters carried by this 

mail, Trollope 2805-2814 Fifty thousand Irish letters leave London by the five p. m. 

mail, and only 37,700 by the night mail, ib. 2805. 

Slight accommodation if the London and Liverpool letters for Waterford, &c. left 

Duliiin at 12.30 instead of in the evening, Page 3917-3931 Considerable advantage 

if the mail between Lond.on and Dublin could be so far accelerated as to admit of the 
letter.? leaving Dublin by the present morning mail; obstacles to such improvement 

considered, ib. 3932-3960 Impossibility of despatching the Irish letters from London 

at seven p.m., ib. 3952-3955. See also Eublin Mails. 

M. 

Mail Cars and Coaches : 

1. Complaints under this head; Reference specially to the Car betu.een Goold’s 

Cross and Clonmel. 

2. Evidence generally on the part of the Post-office. 

3. Explanation in the case of the Clonmel Car. 

1. Complaints 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





MAIL-CARS AND COACHES. 



285 



Report, 1855 — continued. 



Mail Cars and Co j ches— continued. 

1 . Complaints under this head ; Reference specially to the Car between Goold's 

Cross and Clonmel z 

Evidence relative to the delay and inconvenience in the Waterford district on account 

of the use of mail cars instead of the railway, Fisher 230, et seq. Means of direct 

communication by railway between Waterford and sundry places adverted to, as showing 
the expediency and economy of dispensing with the present mail cars ; suggestions 

hereon, ib. 279 et seq. Modes of despatch by mail coach or car from Waterford, ib. 336 

Cost of the car from Goold’s Cross to Waterford, ib. 343 Expense of about 600 Z. 

a year Ibr the coach from the junction to Limerick, ib. 343 Substitution oflate years 

of slow and unsafe mail-cars for mail-coaches, ib. 468-475. 

Great irregularity in the arrival and delivery of the day mail by car between Gooid’s 

Cross and Clonmel, Kennedy 1171-1179 Further complaint in regard to the one- 

horse mail-car which conveys the night post from Gooid’s Cross and Clonmel ; insecurity 

of this car illustrated, ib. 1224, 1225. 1264-1273 Circumstance of there rarely being 

any passengers by the car, though by a railway mail-train in the night there probably 

would be a good many, ib. 1225. 1274-1283 Circumstance of the mail bags having 

been lost off the car between Cashel and Clonmel, and subsequently found in a field, ib. 

1265. 1272 Other instances within the last few years of the insecurity of the car, ib. 

1266-1273 Statement as to the boy or driver in charge of the mails having fallen off 

the car, probably from sleep, and having been found in a ditch, ib. 1268. 1270. 

2. Evidence generally on the part of the Post-office : 

Extent of mileage and cost per mile in regard to cars, coaches, &c., in England, 

Ireland and Scotland, Hill 83 Explanation as to mail-cars having been oflate years 

to a certain extent substituted for mail-coaches in Ireland, ib. 204-207. 217-219 

Rule of the Post-office to take the cheapest conveyance, whether coach or car, ib. 217. 
Reference to the several mail-coaches formerly in the district under consideration, and 

to the cost of the same, Trollope 2126-2135. 2137. Instances in which mail-cars 

have been substituted for mail-coaches, ib. 2136-2141 Care taken in the substitution 

of cars for coaches that less accommodation should not be given, ib. 2492-2494. 

Explanation of tlie system of contract between ibe Post-office, or rather their sur- 
veyors, and the mail coacii or car proprietors ; the acceptance of the lowest tender is 
notan universal rule, Trollope 2488-2491. 2496-2508. 2523. 2528. 2529 Advan- 
tage on the whole of sometimes contracting with poor contractors, ib. 2490-2491 

Explanation that Mr. Hill did not mean (Q. 217) that the lowest contraci was always 

accepted, ti. 2502-2508 Either parly by three months’ notice can terminate the 

contract, ib. 2523. 

Remedy applied in the event of representations showing the inferior quality of the 
horses used for cars, Trollope 2781-2784 Advantage as a general principle of rail- 
ways or two-horse cars over one-hoise cars, ib. 3065-3067. 3072> 3073 Sundry 

objections urged against certain proposed alterations in the present system of car or 
coach conveyance between Waterford and Maryborough, and between other places in the 
same district, ib. 3225 et seq. 3448 et seq . — —Occasional use by contractors of a two- 
horse car, though only one-hurse may be contracted for, ib. 3305-3308. 

Several important towns in England compared with towns in Ireland, the mails in 
each case being conveyed by mail-car although railway communication exists. Page 

3699- 3835-3848- 

Statement showing the annual payments and rale per mile for mail cars and coaches 
in 1846, App.p. 262. 

3. Explanation in the case of the Clonmel Car : 

Denial that practically there is any insecurity in the conveyance of tlie mail by one- 

horse car between Gooid’s Cross and Clonmel, Trollope 2350-2358. 2443. 2448-2451 

Evidence opposed to statements made before the Committee that great irregularity had 
occurred in the arrival of the day mail-car at Clonmel, ib. 2357. 2364-2368. 2378-2381 
—Explanation that neither from the surveyor of the district (Mr. Kendrick), nor from 
any other source, can a return be obtained of the arrivals of the mail-car at Clonmel over a 

long period of time, ib. 2359-2363. 2369-2377. 2382-2397 With regard to the loss 

of the mail bags from the car, witness cannot say whether there are records of any 

inquiry into the matter, ib. 2426-2444 As regards the driver having fallen off the 

car, there is nothing to show that lie was drunk at the time, ib. 2435, 2436. 2485-2487 

Mr. Kendrick was surveyor in August 1853 of the district in which Clonmel is 

situate, and may be cogni2ant of the details of cases of loss of mail bags, &c., as alluded 
to by Mr. Kennedy, ib. 2445-2450. • ' 

Particulars as to the contract for the service between Clonmel and Goold’s Cross, 

TVoZZqpe 2509-2527 The last accidents to the Clonmel cars occurred in April and 

August 1853, ib. 2723. 2726 As regards the loss of the mail from the car, the 

contractor (not Mr. Bianconi) was finod, and a subsequent tender by him w-as not 
0.62. N N 3 accepted. 
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Mail Cars and Co.iCJj’£5— continued. • ' 

4 . 'Explatiation in tlie case of the Clonmel Car — continued. > .! 

accepted, though it was the lowest tender for the contract, T>-oUope 2724, 2725. 3014, 
3015 The driver who took the mail bags was drunk on the occasion, il>. 2725. 

Within the last eighteen months the contract for the Clonmel car has been regularly 
and properly kept by Mr. Bianconi, Trollope 3011-3015 Assumption that, irre- 

spectively of detention by the snow, the Clonmel car was not irregular last winter, 

inasmuch as there are no records of com|)laint or irregularity, ib. 3016 et seq. Full 

inquiry was made with respect to the t« 0 accidents in 1 853, so that records exist in each 
case, ib. 3016. 3028. 3061, 3062. 

Further statement relative to the car from Goold’s Cross to Clonmel ; its late arrivals 

vary from ten to tweniy-three minutes, Trollope 3149. 3152-3156 Number of 

accidents to the car further adverted to, ib. 3157-3159. 

See also Bianconi, Mr. Detention {Winter Months). Fines. Kinsale. 

Mutyhorough Mail Car. Security of Mails. Tralee. Waterford. 

Malcolmson, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Proprietor of the Portlaw factory, the 

largest cotton-factory in Ireland, 480, 481 , 580, 581 Is also extensively interested in 

steam-vessels plying Irom Waterford, .-j-Sc, 483 Exceedingly defective postal arrange- 
ments in tlie Waterford district, 484 et seq.- Exceeding defective conveyance by, car 

of ihe mails from Portlaw, 484. 538-540 Still worse conveyance by foot-me'ssenger 

from Mullinavat to Portlaw, 485-492. 543-563 Great deterioration : of postal 

communication between Waterford and Clonmel, and between other places, since the 
esiablishmentof railways, 493-498. 513. 517. 522-525. 

Practice of witness to send the great majority of his letters and remittances by 

private conveyances, postal facilities not being properly afforded, 498, 499. 508-512 

Increase of cniTespomience, if increased facilities of conveyance were available, 500. 
512. 514-516' — ■ — Insecurity in sending remiitaoces by the present modes of convey- 
ance; inconvenience consequent thereon, 501-503. 510. 525-530. 534-540 Slight 

postal communication between Garrick and Clonmel under the present arrangements, 
504-508. 

Prejudicial effect of the present defective postal arrangements upon the eomraercinl 

interests <>f Waterford, 513. 598-607 Opinion that the Post-office payment to the 

Great Southern and Western line is moderate, 518 The Post-office should be looked 

upon as a means of convenience rather than as a source of revenue, 519 The postal 

system could be carried out more satisfactorily by the public than b}' the Government, 
520, 521 Greater accommodation feasible iindera twopenny postage, 531^533. 

Small rate of payment of the foot-messengers about Portlaw, who are very unequal to 

the labour required of them, 543-563 Inconvenience of the conveyance from 

Mullinavat further adverted to, 564-574 Advantage of a night mail as suggested 

by Mr. Fisher, 575 Importance to witness, as proprietor of the Portlaw factory, of 

improved communication with Liverpool and London, 576-582. 598-607 ^on- 

temphited steam communication between Waterford or Dunmore and Milford adverted 

to, 583-592 Statement as to the Waterford and Limerick Company having ^een 

established parilv with a view to increased postal communication, 592-597. 

Mallow. Sorting of certain letters at Mallow adverted to, Trollope 2650-2657. 3423-3425 

Return of the number of letters to Mallow, and revenue accruing therefrom, during 

the last six years, App. p. 255. . 

Mallow and Killamey Railway. Non-use of this railway for the conveyance of the night 

mails, considered and explained, Herbert 1655, 1656. 1673, 1674. 1701-1703 

Course of letters leaving London by 5 p.m. mail train for Tralee ; no advantage to, Tralee 
in forwarding tliese letters from Mallow to Killamey by a raid-day train, ib. 1660-1662. 

1666-1675. 1694-1700 Explanation as to a day mail having been carried till 

recently on the Mallow and Killaruev line for nothing, and subsequently discontinued 

altogeiher, ib. 1663-1665. 1676-1683 Convenience to Killamey and other places if 

the mail were conveyed by an early train from Mallow as before, ib. 1677. 1683. 1699 

Expense of a mail train from Mallow to Killamey at a different hour in the clay 

from that at which the trains now start, ib. 1700. 

Maryborough Mail Car. Means for saving the expense (1,245 L 17 s. lot?, a year)'of the 
car from Waierford to Maryborough at 7.10 p.m., Fisher 331, 339-343— r-Tneon- 
venience of Maryborough as a junction of the mails with the railway, Kennedy 

1326-1328 Interruption during last winter to the car from Maryhorougli to Carlow, 

A/carander 1804-1808 Proposition by which the mail-car from Maryborough might 

be dispensed with, Fletcher 1924 et seq. Use contemplated of the Waterford and 

Kilkenny and South-Eastern Railways, ib. 

Objection to the discontinuance of the mail car or coach between , Waterford and ’ 
Maryborough (which costs 950 /. a year), even if the Waterford, and Limerick Railway 
, , •• . . • be 
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Maryiorough Mail Car — continued. 

be used, Trollope 2067-2069. 2113-2125. 2142-2144 Payment of 15/. a mile or 

950J. a year for the mail car from Maryborough to Waterford, ih. 2 li 3 > 2114. 345 ^“ 

3455 * 3457 Further evidence opposed to the discontinuance of the car between 

Marobo'rough and Waterford, ih. 3221 et $eq. Statement to tlie effect that certain 

proposed alterations in the communication by car from Maryborough would not be less 
expensive than the present system, ib. 3309-3337. 

Statement showing the annual payment, and rate per mile, for the conveyance of the 
Maryborough, &c., mails in the years 1846 and 1855. App.p. 262. 

See also Ahheyleix. Ballyragcjet. Goresbridge. Gowran. Thomnstown. 

Waterford and Kilkenny, and frisk South-Eastern Railways. Wexford. 

Memorials and Complaints. Commuications between the Waterford Postal Committee and 

l.ord Canning, Fisher 303 Frequent representations and remonstrances made to the 

Post-ofBce authorities as 'to the defective postal arrangements in the Waterford district, 

Delahunty’7^\. 772-7-76. 799-804 The Post-ofBce authorities have been memorialised 

for a change of the present postal route between Waterford and Bunmahon, and vice 

versa, a distance of 15 miles, Doudney 1052. 1093-1120 Letter written to Lord Can- 

nin</ on 17th April last, in favour of railway mail communication between Waterford and 

Kennedy 1329 Representations and memorials from Dungarvan to the 

Post-office adverted to, O’Brien 1537-1546 Reference to an interview between the 

Post-office inspector and witness at Dungarvan; tlie former adinuted the accuracy of 
the local representations, ib. 1546- i 649 > ^650. 

Praeiice in regard to inspector’s visits, and the opportunity for local parties to make 

complaints, Trollope 2269-2271. 2274-2280 With regard to the several memorials to 

the Post-office, witness is not acquainted with them verbally, ib. 2904, 2905. 

See also Bunmahon. Clonmel Dungarvan. Ennis. Mail Cars and Coaches. 

Portlaw. Tramore. Waterford. Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Midland Great Western Railway. Less rate of payment to the Midland Great Western 
Company than to the Great Southern and Western Company, Si// 105-107 Pay- 

ment to the Midland Great Western Company adverted to, more especially as regards 
the Dublin and Maynooth service, Page 3974 “ 3982 * 

Mileage Payments. See Cost of Conveyance. Railways. 

Milford. Witness resides at Milford, five miles from Carlow, Alexander 1707, 170^.—- 
There is a railway station about a mile from Milford, ib. 1709-1712- Large milling 
and maltino- establishment carried on by witness, ib. 1713-1715 — -Very unsatisfactory 
postal communication between Milford and Waterford, a distance of 50 miles; course ot 
the post each way via Dublin, See., ib. 1716-1719. 1724-1745. ^ 777 “’ 779 - 7 ^ 

lSqi-iq02 Much better postal communication from Waterford to Milford before 

railways were established, there having been a night mail arriving at Milford early in the 
morning, ib. 1716. 1720-1723. 1773. 1876, 1S77. 1888, 1889. 

Milford is a sub-post to Carlow, with but one delivery at mid-day, Alexander 1724, 

1725 1813 1814 1817 1818 Insufficiency of the present means of communication 

between MUford.'and Carlow and Dublin, ib. 1785-1787— Very defective postal com- 
munication between Milford and Kilkenny, a distance of 181111168,16.1788-1797-^ 
Advantage if by an evening train from Waterford a mail bag were dropped at Milford 
station; extra expense thereby, ib. 1798-1803. 1S69-1871. 

There was no Post-office at Milford before the use of the Great Southern and Western 

Railway,- Trollope 2839 Inexpediency of making Milford a post town, ih. 2842—— 

Milford' now receives only 153 letters weekly, ib. 2S42. 

Miichelstown. Explanation that Mitclielstown is not worse off than before the postal use- 
of railways, TroZ/ope 3146-3148. 

Money Orders. Additional facilities generally in regard to money orders of late years, 

Hill 24 Rule which determines the establishment of a money-c^der office, i6_.— 

Establishment during the last five years of several money-order offices m ihe district 
under consideration, ib. 25. 

Mullinavat. See Portlaw. 

N. 

Nmmstle iLmerick). Adequacy of the present postal arrangements for Newcastle, 

Trollone 2776, 2777 Conveyance by car of ihe mails from Limerick 0 iNewcasUe, 

ib. 3fiq4-35Q7 Return of the number of letters to Newcastle, and revenue acc uing 

therefrom during the last six years, App. p. 255 - 'See also Abbeyfeale. 

■ Newcastle and Carlisle Railway. Service between Newcastle and Carlisle advevted to, in 
cotriparisoii with that between Waterford and Limerick, l,00ol. a year being paid in the 

o.L NN4 
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Newcastle and Carlisle continued. 

former case for the use of all the ordinary trains, Page 3822, 3823. 3899-3906. 3910- 

3914- 

IHeht Mail. See Great Southern and Western Railway. Mail Cars and Coaches. 
Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

North-Eastern Railway. Payment till lately of 3 s. a mile to the York, Newcastle, and 
Berwick Company, the present rate of payment being under arbiiration, and not settled -y 
much smaller payment previously to that of 3 s., which was settled by arbitration. Page 

3725-3744- 3749-3778. 

O. 

O’Brien, Christopher, (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Merchant at Dungarvan and member 
of the Town Commission, I412, 1413 Considerable importance of the town of Dun- 
garvan, I414-1422. 1497 > M98 Very great inconvenience to Dungarvan in the mail 

from Waterford, Dublin, London, 8cc. not arriving till six p.m., and not being delivered 

till the following morning, 1423-1430 Advantage if the Dungarvan correspondence 

were brought by the Waterford and Limerick Railway, so that it might arrive at 4 p.m., 
and be delivered on tlie same day, 1423, 1424. 1506-1516. 1549, 1550. 1613, 1614. 

Complaint on the score of there being but one delivery daily in Dungarvan; very 
considerable inconvenience might be remedied, at an expense of about 15(. a year for a 

second delivery, 1424-1458. 1492-1495. 1506-1510 Opportunity for getting letters 

from the Post Office by sending for them, provided at the same time one pays 1 L a year 

for the privilege, 1445-1458 Unfounded objection made by the Post Office to the 

delivery of a mail after daylight, 1459-1466. 1511-1516. 

Considerable inconvenience to Dungarvan in the slow and circuitous mode of com- 
munication with Cappoquin, Lismore, Tallow, Fermoy, &c., 1467-1478. 1589-1596. 

1644-1648 Facility, by means of one of Bianconi’s cars, for carrying a mail between 

Dungarvan, Cappoquin, and Lismore, at an expense of 5 1 . or 10 L a year ; neglect of the 
Post Office to grant this facility considered, 1479-1489. 1536-1548. 1615-1628— 
Much quicker postal communication from Dungarvan 10 adjoining towns before railways 
were established, 1490, 1491. 1582. 1589-1606. 1647. 

Frequent recourse had by Dungarvan merchants to the railway or other means, 
independently of llie Post Office, for conveying iheir correspondence ; injury to the 
postal revenue thereby, 1496-1498. 1517-1535. 1551-1578 Very inadequate remu- 

neration of the postmaster and the assistant, who are greatly overworked, 1499-1505 

Considerable decrease since 1852 in the Post-office revenue from Dungarvan; 

evidence in explanation, 1517-1535. 1551-1588 Remedy, about a year ago, of great 

inconvenience in regard to the correspondence from Dungarvan to Clonmel', &c., 1519.. 

I 53 i“^ 535 - 1554-5556. 1643-1646 Representations and memorials from Dungarvan 

to the Post Office adverted to, 1537-1546 Reference to an interview between the 

Post Office inspector and witness ; the former admitted the accuracy of the local repre- 
sentations, 1546. 1649, 1650. 

Witness does not make any complaint in regard to the London and Dublin communi- 
cation with Dungarvan, 1590, 1591. 1629-1639 Objection to the one-horse car Irom 

Youghal to Dungarvan, there being only one horse the whole way, a distance of about 
nineteen English miles, 1607-1612 Inconvenience as regards the Cappoquin cor- 
respondence funher adverted to, 1631-1642 Expediency of the Post Office granting 

postal facilities to Dungarvan and the neighbouring towns, at feast equal to those which 
they formerly enjoyed, and the want of which, under tlie present arrangement, has been 
duly represented and admitted, 1643-1650. 

O’Connor, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Secretary to the Waterford and Limerick 

Railway Company, 664 Offer made by the Company to convey the mails at Qd. per 

mile in the day, and 2s. ^d. per mile at night, 655-668. 705, 706 Refusal of these 

terms by the Post Office, who have shown no disposition to re-open the negoliaiion,. 

669-672. 691. 714 Witness is not authorised to state whether the company would 

accept any lower terms, but believes they would have (aken 3 d. per mile off the rate for 
the day service, 673. 679, 680— — Statement that in offering to run a night mail-train 
at 2 5. 3d. a mile tlie company calculated upon receiving merely the cost price, 673-678 

689, 696-700 Contemplated carriage of goods and passengers by the train, 677. 681 . 

687-689. 

The hour of departure from Waterford was proposed to be 8.30 p.m., and the arrival 

at the Limerick Junction, at 12 at night, 682-686 Charge of 1 s. a mile for the day 

mail-train from the Junction to Limerick, which is the only postal use made of the railway, 

692-695 Better security of the night mail, if carried by railway, as proposed, than by 

mail car, 700-702 Concurrence with Mr. Fisher as to the'ilems of expense that 

would be saved by the night train, 707-708 The cost of the train, at 2s. 3d., would be 

about 6,000 1 . a year, 710, 711 Distance of 77 miles ft'om Waterford to Limerick, and- 

of 55 miles to the Junction, 712, 713. 
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O’Connor, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)— conrinutftf. 

Coriespondence between the railway company and the Post-office, the terms of the 

c^pany being, declined on 30 June 1854; 7^5 Letter from Mr. Tilley, of the Post- 

Eessborough, dated 27 June 1854, explaining the reasons for refusing 
the otter of the company, ib. « o o 



Pa^e, mward. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Is at the head of the Mail-office department 
of the Post-office, 3659-3661-- — Concurs generally in the evidence given by Mr. 

Irollope, 3662, 3663 Much higher rates paid for the mail service to railway companies 

in Ireland than in England; cases in illustration, 3664 et seq. Payment of 32,000/. 

a year for the night and day mail trains between Dublin and Cork contrasted with the 
payment of 13,000/. for similar services between London and Dorchester; examination 
hereon, 3666-3671. 3697, 3698. 3849-3878. 3888. 3907-3909. 

Higher rates paid by the Post-office in Ireland than in England for the use of ordinary 

passenger trams 3672 et seq. Demand of grf. a mile or about 1,700/. a year by the 

Limerick and Waterford Company for a day mail train, conirasted with the payment of 
1,000 /. a year to the Newcastle and Carlisle Company for a much larger service, 3673— 
3679 biuiidry lines in England to which a fixed annual sum is paid for the use of 

ordiriary trains, 3680-3686 Several Irish companies to which a much cheaper rate 

is paid ior the use of day trains than was demanded by the Waterford and Limerick 
Company, 3687, 3688. 

Sundry English lines along which the Post-office bags are conveyed in charge of the 

guard on payment of second class fare, 3689-3695 Very light day mails comp^aratively 

on all the Irish lines, 3696-3698- Several important towns in England compared 

with towns III Ireland, the mails in each case being conveyed by mail car, although 
railway communication exists, 3699. 3835-3848 — ^Probability of the Postmaster- 
geiieral assenting to a fixed payment of 1,000/. a year for certain services by the 

Wat^ford and Limenck Company, 3700 Arrangement between the Post-office and 

the (jreat Northern Company for sending letter bags at parcel rates over part of the 

line, 3701,3702. ^ 



btatement to the effect that in 1846 certain mail coaches cost the Post-office 14,500/. 

a year, and that similar services by railway now cost 35,000/.; 3702-3704 Payment 

at- present of i,6oo/. a year for the Dublin and Wexford mail bv coach, 3708-3714 

371 7 -High rate of payment for mail services to the Lancaster and Carlisle Comply 

who receive about 4s. or 4s. 6c/. a mile for the night mail, 3725 Payment till lately 

of 3s. a mile to the York, Newcastle and Berwick Company, the present rate of 
payment being under arbitration, and not yet settled ; much smaller payment previously 
to that of 3s. which was fixed by arbitration, 3725-3744. 3749-3778. ^ 

Inaccuracy on some points of a Return to ihe House of Commons, in 1S54, of the 

mileage rates paid by the Post-office to the several railway companies, 3744-3748 

Reference to the payment up to a certain date, of 25. 1 1 d. per mile for the nioht mail 

service on the South Wales Railway, 3745, 3798-3803 Payment to the Chester and 

Holyhead Company for each of the years 1850-54, of a fixed sum of 30,000/., or 
upwards ol 55. a mile for the night and day mail trains ; explanation as to apparent 

variations m ilie yearly payment, 3779-379t> Statement that the yearly payments 

generally do not always represent the actual payment for the services performed 
3796. 3889-3891. 

Mention of several other lines in England to which high rates of pavment are made 

by the Post-office, 3797 Payment of 2 s. 1 1/. a mile fur the night mail train between 

Peterborough and Grimsby, a distance of about 80 miles, and of about Qd. a mile for 
the day irain ; the same considered in connexion with the terms offered by the Waterford 
and Limerick Company and declined by the Post-office, 3797. 3804—3821. 3824—3834. 
3878-3887— —Service between Newcastle and Carlisle adverted to, in comparison with 
that between Waierlord and Limerick, 1,000/. a year, being paid in the former case for 
the use of all the ordinary trains, 3822, 3823. 3899-3906. 3910-3914. 

As a general lule, the Post-office consider the amount of the correspondence as the 
data upon which to decide in regard to the amount of payment, 3855, 3856. 3911, .3912. 

3988-3995- Additional accommodation given by tiie Great Southern and Western 

Company, in consideration of m hich the Post-office have agreed 10 continue the arran<'e- 

ment tnade under arbitration, 3865-3873. 3892-3896 As regards mail bags by every 

tram, the proposal in such cases almost always emanates from the railway companv, 

3897r38g8. : 

Doubt as to the advaniages of transmitting lelter-bags by each of the trains from 
Dublin, 3915-3931 — Slight accommodation if the London and Liverpool letters for 

Waterford, &c., left Dublin at 12.30 instead of in the evening, 3917-3931 Consi- 

deiable advantage if the mail between London and Dublin could be so far accelerated 
as to admit of the letters leaving Dublin by the present morning mail ; obstacleii to 
o.6e. 0 0*^ such 
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Page, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

such improvement considered, 3932-3960 Doubt whether if the Waterford and 

Limerick line were used by the Post-office, the Waterford and Kilkenny line would 
also be used for the sake of transmitting the Dublin day mail to Waterford, &c., 

3961-397^* 

Other lines in Ireland, besides the Great Snotliern and Western, to which high rates 

are paid, 3972. 3996-4000 Payment, on an average, of about 7 d. a mile to the 

Belfast and Ballymena Company, 3973 Payment to the Midland Great Western 

Company adverted to, more especially as regards the Dublin and Maynooth service, 

3974-3982 With regard to Kilkenny and Jerpoint, there is now no night mail 

between those places, 3984-3987 Necessary use by the Post-office of the Great 

Southern and Western Railway, the question of revenue not being applied as in the 
case of branch lines, 3988-3995. 

Willingness of the Post-office to grant facilities, irrespectively of revenue, if so per- 
mitted by Parliament, 3991.* 3993 Reason for the large rate of payment (3 s. 2 d. a 

mile), to the Dundalk and Castleblaney line, 3997-4000' Advantage if the ordinary 

trains of the Waterford and Limerick Company were available for the day mails, 

4001-4004 Impraciicability of Mr. Fletcher’s proposition for a night mail from 

Waterford to Carlow and Dublin via Kilkenny, to reach the latter place at 8.30 p.m., 
4005-4014. 

Parcel Post. Circumstance of the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company having 
established a threepenny parcel post; convenience thereof, Fisher 282. 296, 297. 328. 

^16 Increasing amount of the correspondence conveyed and delivered by the 

Waterford and Limerick Company, ib. 463-467 Practice of witness to send the 

great majority of bis letters and remitiances by private conveyances, postal facilities 

not being properly afibrded, Malcolrmon 498, 499. 508-512 Considerable use made 

by merchants, &c., of the three penny parcel system adopted by the Limerick and 

Waterford Company, Blahe 628-631 ; Pelahunty 847. 854-858 Frequent recourse 

liati by Dungarvan merchiints to the railways or other means, independently of the Post- 
office, for conveying their correspondence; injury to the postal revenue thereby, 
O'Brien 1496-1498. iSW-^oSS- 1551-1578- 

Conveyance of some correspondence, as railway parcels, adverted to, as taking place 
in all districts besides that under consideration, I’rollope 2919. 

Passage {Waterford). Weekly correspondence of Passage, Trollope 2061 — ■ — Inexpe- 
diency of any alteration in the time of dispatch of the Passage letters from Waterford; 

such alteration can be afforded if found desirable, ib. 2070. 2073-2081 Gain in the 

commuication between Passage and Cork by a night mail train along the Waterford 
and Limerick Railway, ib. 3410-3413. See also Waterford. 

Passenger Trains. See Supplementary Mails. 

Peterborough and Grimsby. Payment of 2 s. 1 d. a mile fur the night mail train betw'een 
Peterborough and Grimsby, a distance of about eighty miles, and about Q d. a mile for 
the day train; the same considered in connexion with the terms offered by the 
Waterford and Limerick Company, and declined by the Post-office, Page 3797' 3804— 

3821. 3824-3834. 3878-3887 Number of letters weekly to Peterborough, Spalding, 

and Boston, ib. 3816-3819 The Hull letters were formerly transmitted along the 

line from Peterborough to Grimsby, but for which the payment of 2s. 1 rf. a mile would 

not have been consented to, ib. 3825-3829. 3833, 3834 Reason for continuing such 

rate of payment, ib. 3829. 

Statement showing the total amount of the correspondence of all towns for the con- 
veyance of the London bags, to which the Peterborough and Grimsby night mail train 
was established, App. p. 263 Amount of payment hereon by the Post-office, ib. 

Pillown {Kilkenny). Direct communication between Piltown and Kilkenny, Trollope 
2764, 2765 Return of the number of letters to Piltown, and revenue accruing there- 

from, during the last six years, App. p. 255. 

portlaw. Witness is proprietor of the Portlaw factory, the largest cotton factory in 
Ireland, Malcumson 480,481.580,581 Exceeding defective conveyance by car of 

• tlie mails to and from Portlaw, ib. 484- 538-540 Still worse conveyance by foot 

messenger from Mullinavat to Porilaw, ib.. 485-492. 543~583* 584-574 Convenience 

and propriety of using the Waterford and Limerick Railway in lieu of the present mode 

of conveyance of the Portlaw letters, ib. 567-575. ,592-598 Importance to witness, 

as proprietor of the Portlaw factory, of improved communication with Liverpool and 
London, ib. 576-582. 598-607. 

Doubt as to the proposed night mail train from Waterford to Limerick being of any 

advantage to Portlaw, Trollope 2217-2222 No extra accommodation to Portlaw by 

the proposed day mail, ib. 2235 Extensive mercantile transactions of Mr. Malcomson 

adverted 10,16.2547-2551 Consideration of the several complaints made by Mr. 

Malcomson 
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Portlaw — continued. 

Malconison in regard to the postal arrangements for Portlaw; inaccuracy of the same 

on several points, Trollope 2552 et seq. Remarks on the complaint in regard to the 

Portlaw foot messengers, ib. 2559-2562. 2587-2590. 

Limited extent of benefit to Portlaw if the Waterford and Limerick Railway were 
used, by which means ihe letters would be conveyed vi& Garrick -on-Suir, Trollope 2563- 

2576 Considerable postal accommodation already given to Portlaw, considering that 

that ibe gross revenue therefrom is only 165 1 . a year, ih. 2577-2586. 2593-2602 

Opportunity for improving the Portlaw service by running a mail car in the day from 
Mullinavat ; inexpediency of the extra expense, ib. 2920-2928 Further evidence rela- 

tive to the foot messengers between Mullinavat and Portlaw ; complaint hereon by 

Mr. Malcomson considered, ib. 2929-2951 Time allowed for the service of the foot 

messenaer between Mullinavat and Portlaw ; punctuality with which the time is kept, ib. 
2946 - 2251 . 

See also Foot Messengers. 

Postmasters. Records kept in the most important towns of the arrangements of the post- 
masters, Trollope 2963, 2964. 

Post-Office, The. Duty of the Post-office to adopt the quickest and safest mode of convey- 
ance, Fisher, 476 The Post-office should be looked upon as a means of convenience 

rather than a source of revenue, Malcomson — The postal system would be carried 

out more satisfactorily by the public than by the Government, ih. 520, 521. 

Concurrence in the principle that the object of the Post-office is not to collact revenue, 

Trollope 2410, 2411 Practice of the Post-office to remedy any known inconvenience 

w'ithout waiting for complaints by the public, ib. 2952. 2955-2957 Witness, in con- 

cludino- iiis evidence, delivers in certain returns in elucidation of ilie case submitted to 
the Co*umitiee by the Post-office, Trollope 3658, and App.p.^^q et seq. — -Willingness 
of the Post-office to grant facilities irrespectively of the revenue if so permitted by Par- 
liament, Page 3991 *- 3993 - 

See also Bunmahon. Clonmel. Dungarvan. Extension of Accommodation. 
Mail Cars and Coaches. Memorials and Complaints. liailways. Revenue and 
Expenditure. Tramore. Waterford. Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Press, The. Prejudicial effect of ihe present postal arrangements upon the local press of 
Waterford, &c., Fisher 274. See also Bunmahon. 

Public Officers. Inconvenience suffered by public authorities in the case of official com- 
munications inter se, Blake 659-663. 

R. 

Railways. Considerable improvement in postal communication in Ireland since the esta- 
blishment of railways. Hill 6-n Several towns within the district under consideration 

in which deliveries or letter carriers have been established since the year 1841 , ib. 1 1-17 

More expensive nature of the service in Ireland tl)an in England ; the average mileage 

paid to the railways being nearly twice as much as in England or Scotland, ib. 64-69. 

83 The Postmaster-general can order a train to take the mails at a certain 

hour, the rate of payment being settled subsequently, 151-154 Reference to 

towns in the south and west of Ireland, which may have been put to inconvenience 
by the mails being conveyed by railway; return promised hereon, *6. 179-183. 187 

Increased facilities for postal communication and consequent advantages if the 

railways in the South of Ireland could be made generally available by the Post-office, ib. 
220. 223-225. 

Better postal communication between Waterford and Clonmel, &c. before railways 
were established, FVs/jer 288. 333-306. 474, 475 Great deterioration of postal com- 

munication between Waterford and Clonmel and between otiier places since the esta- 
blishment of railways, Malcomson 493-.'i98. 513 " 5 ^ 7 - 5 ‘^^~ 5^5 Much quicker postal 

communication from Dungarvan to adjoining towns before railways were established, 
O'Brien 1490, 1491, 1582. 1589-1606. 1647. 

Im|)ortant improvements effected by the use of railways in regard to the postal 
communication of all tlie principal towns in the south of Ireland, Trollope 1995-2008. 

2018 Much greater expenditure for cars and railways than for mail coaches, the 

number of letters not having at all increased in proportion, ib. 2494, 2495 Liberal 

expenditure by the Post-office for railway accommodations in the south ot Ireland, iJ. 

2727-2730 Evidence to the effect that a return cannot be given (as promised by Mr, 

Hill) of towns injured in their corresponclence through the use of railways, no town being 
really worse off thereby, ib. 3146-3148. 3160 et seq. 

Statement tliat in 1846 certain Irish mail coaches cost the Post-office 14,500 a year, 
and that similar services by railway now cost 35,000 Page 3702-3704. 

0.62. O 0 2 Return 
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Railways — con t i n ued . 

Return showing an annual payment in 1855 of 37,828/. 5s. lod. to railways in 
Ireland, as compared with a payment of 20,855/. 18 s. 10 d. to mail coach and car 
contractors in 1846, App. p. 262. 

See also Arbitration. Belfast and Ballymena Railway. Brighton. Chester 

and Holyhead Railway. Cork and Bandon Railway. Cost of Conveyance. 
Detention (Winter Months). Extension of Accommodation. Great Southern 

and Western Railway. Irish South-Eastern Railway. Mallow and Killarney 

Railway. Parcel Post. Wat ^ford and Kilkenny Railway. Waterford 
and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways. Waterford and Limerick 
Railway. 

Rathkeale (^Limerick). Adequacy of the present arrangements for Rathkeale, Trollope 
2776, 2777. 

Revenue and Expenditure. Difficulty of stating the receipts at the several post towns in 

the district under consideration, Hill 29 Means for calculating the profits of any 

particular post-office, ib. 33 ~ 3 ^ Account oC the Post-office revenue and expenditure 

in Great Britain and Ireland in each of the last three years, Hill 44, and App.p. 253 
— - — Impossibility of staling accurately the receipts and expenditure on account of the 
district in Ireland under consideration, or showing whether the increase of revenue is 

greater there than in other districts, 45-52 Explanation that the payments to 

railways, &c. are not always made regularly, attd that the annual expenditure may not 

represent the actual service performed, 53-61 Comparative cost to the Post-office 

of a letter in Great Britain and in Ireland, showing that the expense is 30 per cent. 

greater in the latter country, ib. 63 Steady increase in the Irish postal revenue 

adverted to, ib. 184-186. 

Important towns on the tine between Waterford and Limerick,* postal income of 

these towns, Trollope 2157-2163 Manner in which the income of any post-office is 

calculated, 2164-2167. 2168 Sanction of the Postmaster-general required for all 

expenditure, ib, 2281-- Comparison of the Post-office receipts for towns on the 

Waterford and Limerick line, with the receipts from towns on the Great Southern and 
Western line, as bearing upon the non-use by the post-office of the former railway at 

half the mileage cost of the hitter, ib. 3183-3209 Revenue of towns the mails of 

wliich are carried by the line from the junction to Cork, 3196. 

Return showing the revenue of certain towns in the south of Ireland in the years 1846 

and 1855, App. p. 259 Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for 

the conveyance of certain mails in the years 1846 and 1855, ih. 262. 

See also Chester and Holyhead Railway. Cost of Conveyance. Extension of 
Accommodation. Great Southern and Western Railway. Mail Cars and 
Coaches. Railways. Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern 

Railways. Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Ross {Waterford). Advantage to New Ross and Wexford if the Waterford and Limerick 

Railway were used as proposed, 396-401 There is no direct mail car from 

Waterford to Ross, Trollope 2124, 2125 Inconvenience to Ross if the present system 

of mail car conveyance from Maryborough were altered as has been proposed, ib. 3225 
et seq.- Result as to the dispatch of the mails for Ross in the event of a mail train 

between Waterford and Dublin; inconvenience thereof, ib. 3548-3551. 3583-3585 

Revenue of S53 /. per annum from the Ross post-office, ib. 3583, 3584. 

Return of the number ot letters to Ross and revenue accruing therefrom, daring the 
last six years, App. p. 256. 

Rural Posts. See Sub-posts. 

S. 

Scotland. An account of separate expenditure cannot be given for Scotland as fur Ireland, 
Hill 80-82. 

Security of Mails. Safety, generally speaking, of the mail bags, as conveyed by car, 
210-213- Insecurity in sending remittances by the present modes of conveyance; 

inconvenience consequent thereon, Malcomson 501-503. 510. 530. 534-540 Better 

security of the night mail if carried by the Waterford and Limerick Railway, as pro- 
posed, than by mail car, O'Connor 700-702 Distrust as to the security of ihe Bun- 

irialioti ])Ost, from Waterford, by which large sums of money are transmitted, Doudney 

1052-1058. 1085-1087 Equal security, generally, of the mails by car or coach, as 

by railway, Trollope 2443. 2451-2470. 2476-2478 Since 1841 only two instances 

have occurred in witness's district, in Ireland, in which mail bags were lost from one- 
horse cars, 2451-2459 See also Kinsale. Mail Cars and Coaches. 

SizeoJ il/a//i*. Small size of the Irish mails, Hill 218, 219 — —Very light day mails 
comparaiively on all the Irish lines. Page 3696-3698. 
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South-Eastern Railway {Ireland.) See Irish South-Eastern Railway. 

South Wales Railway. Reference to the payment, up to a certain date, of 2 s. 11 d. per 
mile for the night mail service on the South Wales Railway, Page 3745. 379®“3^°3 
The cheapest service performed by the Company is at the rate of 2 rf. a mile, ib. 3745* 

Stuart deDecies, Lord. Complaint by Lord Stuart de JDecies, in his official capacity as 
Lord-lieutenant of the county of Waterford, Blake 659. 

Sub-posts. Establishment, since 1841, of aoo rural posts in the district under considera- 
tion; return containing particulars hereon. Hill 19 Rule which determines the 

establishment of a rural or subordinate post, ih. 20, 21-23 Extent of benefit of the 

proposed mail on the Waterford and Limerick Railway to the sub-posts of Limerick and 
Waterford, Hill 128-131; Fletcher 234, etseq.-, Kennedy 1314-1318.; Trollope 

2061, et seq. 2167-2169. 2214-2229. 2907-2909 Every one of the sub-post offices to 

Waterford has, at present, a daily post to and from Waterford, Trollope 2742. 

See also Bunmahon. Dunmore. Lismore, Portlaw. Tramarc. Water- 
ford. Woodstown. 

Supplementary Mails. Arrangement sometimes made by the Post Office to send mails by 

any train of a particular railway for a fixed sum. Hill 175, 176 Hours at which the 

daily trains now start from Waterford for Clonmel or Limerick, 411, 412 

Impression that if the proposed night mail were adopted the Waterford and Limerick 
Company would also convey mails by any of their trains Ibr 1 d. a mile, which ra present 
they should not be expected to do, ib. 417-421. 

Higher rates paid by the Post Office in Ireland, than in England, for the use of ordi- 
nary passenger trains, Page 3672, etseq. Sundry lines in England to which a fixed 

annual sum is paid for tlie use of ordinary trains, ib. 3680-3686 Sundry English 

lines along which the Post-office bags are conveyed in charge of the guard, on payment 

of second class fare, ib. 3689-3695 As regards mail-bags by every train, the proposal 

in such cases almost always emanates from the railway company, ib. 38.97, 3898 

Doubt as to the advantages of transmitting letter-bags by each of the trains from 
Dublin, ib. 3915-3931- 

Return showing the principal railways in the United Kingdom upon whicli the mail 
service is performed under a contract for the general use of all the trains, App. p. 263. 



T. 

Tallow. See Lismore. 

Thomastown. Very defective communication between Clonmel and Thomastown since the 

establishment of the railway, .Kfrenedy 1335-1338 Inconvenience to Thomastown if 

the present system of mail-car between Maryborough and Waterford were altered, as 

has been proposed, Trollope 3225 et seq. Present course of communication with 

Thomastown, ih. 3262-3267 Extent of convenience to Thomastown by the proposed 

mail-iraiii between Waterford and Dublin, ib. 3543-3557 Injury as regards a certain 

portion of the correspondence, ib. 3585. 

Return of the number of letters to Thomastown and revenue accruing therefrom during 
the last six years, App. p. 256. 

Thurles. Return of the number of letters, and revenue accruing therefrom, during the last 
six years, App. p. 255. 

Time Bills. Practice not to keep the time bills, unless in cases of complaints of irregu- 
larity, as records of the time of arrival of the mail cars, Trollope 2372-2377. 2386-2391 

iRailway time bills of the mails are not sent to the local surveyors, ib. 2392-2395 

Extent of check through the means of the time bills both in the case of mail cars 

and of foot-messengers, ib. 2952, 2953. 2955. 3020. 3022. 

Tipperary. Considerable amount of business transacted atTipperary, Kennedy 1279-1281 

Extent to which the proposed day mail-train on the Waterford and Limerick 

Railway would be advantageous to Tipperary, Trollope 2230. 2308-2312. 2335. 3008 

Return of the number of letters to Tipperary, and revenue accruing therefrom, 

during the Iasi six years, App.p. 256. 

Tralee. Representation made by witness, on the part of the merchants of Tralee, to the 
Post Office in favour of the conveyance of the Tralee night mail via the Mallow and 

Killamey Railway, Herbert 1654 Inquiry into the inaiter by Lord Canning, which 

ended in witness being satisfied that ihe expense of a night mail-train to Killamey was 
more than could reasonably be expected, ib. 1655, 1656. 1673, 1674. 1701-1703. 

Complaints by the people of Tralee that the conveyance of ilie mail by one-horse car 
from Mallow to Tralee is irregular and slow; memorial _ hereon to the Post Office, 

Herbert 1656, 1657 Reply by Mr. James Kendrick, district surveyor for the Post 

Office, to the Tralee memorial, ib. 1656 Statements showing the right of the 

Q_g2. O O 3 memorialists 
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Tralee — continued. . 

memorialists to complain, the conveyance in question being ill-appointed, very irregular, 

and ineiRcient, ih. 1656, 1657. Reference to the discontinuance of the 

mail coach from Limerick since the opening of the railway to Mallow, ib. 1684-1686. 

1692, 1693 Inexpediency of conveying the Traiee mail by railway to Limerick and 

thence on by coach, instead of conveying it by Mallow, 1687-1691. 

Steps taken to accelerate the arrival of the mail-car at Tralee, Trollope 2837, 2838 
Repair of the Matlcjw and Tralee road adverted to, ib. 2838. 3110-3112. 

Statement showing the annual payments and rate per mile for the conveyance of the 
Tralee mails in 1846 and 1855, App. p. 262. 

Tramore : 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements. 

2. Statement on the part of the Post Office. 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements : 

Considerable inconvenience and delay in the case of communication between Tramore 

and other places, Fisher 2^9 et seq., 356-358. 368-380 Very slow communication 

between Tramore and Dungarvan in the case of letters arriving in Waterford from 

Tramore after 4*30 p.m., ib. 243, 244 Illustration of the inconvenience now suffered 

at Tramore, Blake 658. 

Lapse of four or five days before a reply is received from Tramore to letters sent from 

places within 6, 10, or 12 miles of Waterford, Delahuntp 723-735. 841-845 One 

cause of the inconvenience is the departure of llie mail from Tramore too late 10 catch 
the Waterford mail, ib. 747-750. 757-764. 766-775 Importance of tlie correspon- 
dence of Tramore, ib. 753-756. 805-810 Several trains now running between 

Tramore and Waterford, all of which might be used by the Post Office for a slight extra 

payment, ib. 759-764. 768. 810-813 Despatch of the Waterford mail for Tramore at 

8.45 a.m., the Dublin letters arriving at Waterford at 5 a.m., ib. 794-798 Opportu- 

nities of witness for communicating with Dunmore or Passage by sending his letters as 

parcels to Waterford, ib. 842-846 Tramore is a sub-port to Waterford, ib. 848. 

852, 853 In other capacities as well as that of coroner, witness is much incon- 

venienced by the postal arrangements, ib. 867. 873. 



2. Statement on the part of the Post Office; 

Extent of benefit to Tramore by the use of a night-mail train on the Waterford and 

Limerick railway, Trollope 2061. 2219. 3414,3415 Small correspondence of Tramore, 

ib. 2063. 2741 Hour of despatch of the 'I’rainore letters for Waterford considered, 

26.2071.2104-2112 •Lieason whv Tramore, most probably, would not be benefited 

by an earlier arrival of the Coik, &c., mail in Waterford, ih. 2875“288i. 

See also Golden. Kilmeaden. Leamybrien. Sub-posts. Waterford. 

Travelling Post Office. Establishment in January 1855, for the first time in Ireland, of a 
travelling post-office between Dublin and Cork; advantages thereof, Hill 29 Refe- 

rence to the remuneration of the clerks employed in the travelling post-office ; Mr. Page 

can give evidence on this point, Trollope 3632-3641 Arrangement in regard to the 

travelling post-office adverted to, as having been partly made by witness, ib. 3439-3444- 



Trollope, Anthony. CAnalysis of his Evidence).— Post-office surveyor ; is not now surveyor 
for the Waterford, &c. district, but is acquainted with all the particulars relative to the 

local postal arrangements, 1986-1994 Main importance to the large towns in Ireland 

of the mail service to and from Dublin, 1995 Important improvements effected by 

the use of railways in rei^ard to the postal communication of all the principal towns in 
the south of Ireland, 1995-2008. 201A 

Statement of the arrivals at several towns if the Waterford and Limerick Railway 
were used, as compared with the present hours of arrival, 2008-2019 -Postal arrange- 
ments between Dublin and Kilkenny adverted to, 2018-2024 iVbsence on the whole 

of any advantage, if the Waterford and Kilkenny and South-Eastern Railways were 
used as proposed by Mr. Fletcher, 2025-2030. 2032-2036. 

Total of 12,480 letters weekly, giving a postal revenue of 3,380 1. per annum, which 
would be accelerated in their delivery by the night mail-train on the Waterford and 

Limerick Railway, 2038-2051 Net additional expense of 5^645 a year for the 

Waterford and Limerick night mail ; details hereon, 2052-2057- Absence of advantage 

to post towns in regard to answers by return of post, if the night mail-train were used, 

2058 Statement in detail of the several advantages to each town by the use of such 

train, 2061 et seq., 2214-2229. 

Extent of benefit to Waierfoi d by the use of a night mail-train on the Waterford and 

Limerick Railway, 2061. 2165, 2166. 2214, 2215- Similar statement as regards Dun- 

garvaii, 2061. 2214. 2219 Also as regards Lismore, 2061 Also as regards Cap- 

poqum, 2061 Also as regards Kiliusli, 2061 Also as regards Ennistimon, 2o6l 

Also as reu'ards Tramore, 2061- 2219 Correspondence weekly of Dunmore ,2062- 

® 2064 
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Trollope, Anthony. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

2064 Also ofTramore, 2063 Also of Passage, ih. Also of Leamybrien, 2064, 

2065 Also of Kilmeaden, 2065 Also of Bunmahon, 2066 Very small number 

of letters weekly to tlie places aforesaid, 2066. 

Objections to the discontinuance of the mail car or coach between Waterford and Mary- 
borough (which cost 950 1 . a year) even if the Waterford and Limerick Railway be used, 

2067-2069. 2113-2125. 2142-2144 Inexpediency of any alteration in the time of 

despatch of the Passage letters from Waterford ; such alteration can be afforded if found 

desirable, 2070. 2073-2081 Hour of despatch of the Tramore letters for Waterford 

considered, 2071. 2104-2112 The letters from Limerick and Cork for Dunmore are 

not now delayed at Waterford, 2071, 2072. 

Advantage to Clonmel and some other places, if a mail were taken by the train from 
Waterford to Clonmel at 5.30 p.m., 2082-2097. 2111, 2112. 2173-2178. 2193 Dis- 

advantage to Clonmel if, instead of the present mail-train from Waterford at 4.30 p.m., 

a mail were despatched from Waterford in the evening, 2098-2103. 2179-2192 

Opportunity by a recent arrangement for receiving letters at the Clonmel Post-office, by 

sending for them between 8.45 and 10 p.m., 2098-2101. 2203-2209 Reference to the 

several mail-coaches formerly in the district under consideration, and to the cost of the 

same, 2126-2135. 2137 Instances in which mail-cars have been substituted for mail- 

coaches, 2136-2141 Practice as to the employment of guards whose services are not 

calculated in the cost of conveyance, 2141-2148. 

High rate of payment for the mail-train between the Limerick Junction and Cork, 

2150-2154 Incouie of the Cork Post-office, 2152 Also of the Limerick Post- 

office and sub-offices, 2155.2167-2169 Also of the Waterford Post-offiee, 2156 

Important towns on the line between Waterford and Li'f'Stick ; postal income from these 

towns, 2157-2163 Manner in which the income of any post-office is calculated, 2164. 

2167,2168 Small number, comparatively, of the Waierford letters which would be 

expedited by the proposed night mail-train, 2165, 2166 Benefit of such train to the 

sub-posts of Limerick, 2167-2169. 2214. 2223-2229. 

Receipts of Cavrick-on-Suir Post-office, 2170 Also of Cahir Post-office, 2171 — 

Increased correspondence between Clonmel and Waterford if there were a mail-train 

from the latter place at 5.30 p.m., 2173-2178 Two deliveries daily in Clonmel after 

the arrival of the Dublin night and day mails, 2194 Obstacles to the delivery in 

Clonmel of Waterford letters, unless they can arrive as early as 7.30 p.m., 2195-2213 

Advantage of the proposed night mail-train to the sub-posts of Waterford and 

Limerick further adverted to, 2214—2229 Doubt as to its being advantageous to 

Portlaw, 2217-2222. 

[Second Examinaiion.] — Advantages to be given by the proposed day mail-train 

from the Limerick Junciion to Waterford, 2230 et seq. Extent to which the proposed 

day-mail would be advantageous to Tipperarv, 2230. 2308-2312. 2235 Similar state- 
ment as regards Cahir, 2233. 2213-2330. 2335 Similar staiement as regards Uonmel, 

2233.2251, 2252. 2331, 2332. 2335 ci sey.—^— Similar statement as regards Carnck- 

on-Suir, 2233. 2238, 2239. 2333-2335 No extra accommodation to Dungarvan by 

the proposed day-mail, 2235 Similar statement as regards Portlaw, ib. 

Computation that 3,328 letters weekly, producing an annual revenue of 900 would 

be conveyed or benefited by the proposed day-train, 2240-2242.2305.2413-2415 

Compuiaiion that the extra expenditure on account of the train would be 1,022 1 . a year, 
against a consequent gain of about 150 1 . a year, 2243-2247. 2261, 2262. 2306. 2414- 

2424. 2471-2476. 2479-2484 Number of Waterford letters which would probably 

arrive by the proposed day-mail, 2248-2250 Extra convenience to Clonmel since the 

acceleration of the day-mail some time since, 2253—2257. 

Willingness of the Postmaster-General to make a fair arrangement for the conveyance 
of a mail to Clonmel by the passenger train from W aterford at 5. 30 p.m., 2258-2260-- - 
Explanation relative to there not having been any collection of letters from the Waterford 
receiving office in order to fit the despatch to Clonmel, ; recent remedy of tins matter 
in consequence of the complaints made before the Committee ; no complaints on the sub- 
ject have ever been made officially to the Post-office, 2263-2302 Practice in regaid 
to inspectors’ visits, and the opportunity for local parties to make complaints, 2269- 

2271. 2274-2280 Sanction of the Postmaster-general required for all expenditure, 

2281. 

Payment of 1 s. a mile for the day mail-train between the J unction and Limerick, 2303 

Small increase of correspondence anticipated from the proposed^ day-nrail from 

Waterford to Limerick, 2307 Denial that practically there is miy insecuniy in the 

conveyance of the mail by one-horse car between Goold’s Cross and Clonmel, 2350-2358 

2443. 2448-2451 Evidence opposed to statements made before the Commutee, that 

great irregularity has occurred in the arrival of the day mail-car at Clonmel, 2357. 
2364-23G8. 2378-2381. 

Explanation that neither from the surveyor of the district (Mr. Kendrick), nor from 
any other source, can a return of the arrivals of the mail-car at Clonmel over a long 
0.62. o O 4 pcnoi 
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Trollope, Anthony. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

period of time, 3369 - 0377 - 2383-2397 Practice not to ieep the time- 

bills, unless ii? cases of complaints ot irregularity, as records of the time of arrival of 

the mail-ears, 2372-2377. 2386-2391 Steps taken by ihe district surveyors in cases 

ol iijeplarity 2389-2391. 2396, 2397 Railway lime-bills of the mails are not sent 

to the local surveyors, 2392-2395 Reasons for not more often levying fines or penal- 

ties under llie contract in cases of irregularity, 2398-2404. 2530-2546. 

Further evidence as to the inexpediency, on account of the expense, of substitutins- 
a day mail-train for the present system of cars, 2405-2425 Concurrence in the prin- 
ciple that the object of the Post-office is not to collect revenue, 2410, 2411 'W’iih 

regard to the loss of the mail-bags from the car to Clonmel, witness cannot say whether 

there recoHs of any inquiry into the matter, 2426-2^144 ^As regards the driver 

having fallen off the car, there is nothing to show that he was drunk at the time, 243^ 
243b. 2405-2487 Witness is not aware of the Clonmel mails having been lost durini^ 
the snow, 2442, 2443. ^ ° 

Equal security generally of the mails by ear or coach as by railway, 2443. 2451-2470. 
2476-2478— — Mr. Kendrick was surveyor in August 1853 of the district in whicli 
Uonmel is situate, and may be cognizant of the details of cases of loss of mail-bao-s &c 

as alluded to by Mr. Kennedy, 2445-2450 Witness was at one time aslistam- 

surveyor of the district, 2446— -—Since 1841 only two instances have occurred in wit- 
ness s districts in Ireland in which mails were lost from one-horse cars, 2451-2459. 

Explanation of the system of contract between ihe Post-office, or rather their sur- 
veyors, and the mail coach or car proprietors; the acceptance of the lowest tender is not 

an universal rule, 2488-2491. 2496-2508. 2523. 2528, 2529 Care taken, in the sub- 

stitution ot cars tor coaches, that less accommodation should not be given, 2492-24Q4 
, -——Much greater expenditure for cars and railways than for mail-coaches, the number 

of letters not having at all increased in proportion, 2494, 2495 Particulars as to the 

contracts with Mr. Biauconi for the day and night mails between Clonmel and Goold’s 

Cross, Sec.; annual payment for each service, 2509-2527 Impression that Mr 

J3iancom has been the only contractor for ihe car since 6th October 1852 ; 2509-2512. 
2522-2524 Modes in which the contractor is sometimes punished ; he is not fined or 
punished for any direct misconduct on the part of a driver, 2534-2546. 

Extensive mercantile transactions of Mr. Malcomson, of Portlaw, adverted to, 2547- 

2551 ^^Consideration of the several complaints made by Mr. Malcomson in regard to 

he postal arrangements for Portlaw ; inaccuracy of the same on several points, 2552 et 

seq, Sioppage last winter of the day mail-train on the Great Somhern and Western 

line, 2556-2558. 2716, 2717 Remarks on the complaint in regard to the Portlaw foot- 

messenger, 2559-2562. 2587-2590 Limited extent of the benefit to Portlaw if the 

Waterford and Limerick Railway were used, by which means the letters would be con- 
veyed via Carrick-oii-Suir, 2563-2576 (Considerable postal accommodaiion given to 

Portlaw, considering that the gross revenue therefrom is only 165/. a year 2'i77-2«i86 
2593-2602. •' o 

With regard to the. small remuneration of some of the Post-office foot-messeneers 

Witness IS about to recommend an increase in their scale of pay, 2587-2^02 There 

are two mails daily betwecMi Waterford and Dungarvan, 2603 Adequacy of the 

present arrangements for Dungarvan, 2604, 2605— Objections to an ac-celemtion of 
the maiJ-car between Dungarvan and Waterford, on account of the considerable increase 

of payment that would be entailed thereby, 2606-2628 Establishment since certain 

evidence before the Committee of a second delivery in Dungarvan, at an additional 

expense of about 7/. a year, 2629-2634 Sufficiency of the present letter-carrier there 

to deliver m the evening and the morning, 2634-2644. 

Inaccuracy of the witnesses’ statements in regard to the time taken in communicalin» 

between Yougljal. Lismore, Cappoqnm, 8cc., 2646 et seej. Correction of Mr. O’Brien’l 

evidence as to the slowness of the communication from Dungarvan to Coppoauin or 

Lismore, &c., 2646-2648. 2658-2667. 2672-2683. 2693-2696. 2714, 2715 Time 

taken m correspoudiiig between Lismore and Tallow, 2649. 2670, 2671 Explanation 

^at correspondence be^een certain adjoining towns is not sent a circuitous route rio- 

JiibJm, 2b50 2657 Erroneous evidence as 10 the course and period of communication 

fiom hermoy to Clonmel, &c., 2650-2657 Previous to the establishment within ihe 

last twelvemonth of the car from Cloiimei to Dungarvan, the circulation of the Dun- 
garvan correspondence was as described by Mr. O’Brien to be at present, 2660 2661 

2071. 2077. r > } • 

Direct communication between Coppoquin and Lismore, 2668, 2669 Means of 

commumcanng from Youghai to Dungarvan and vice versa, 2672-2683 Course of 

enrteapondence from Clonmel to Dunraore East ; arrangement hereon since the sitting of 

the Comrnittee, 2984-2692- Belief as to the inaccuracy of Mr. O’Brien’s statement 

that Mr. Bianconi would take a mail between Dungarvan, Lismore and Cappoquin for 

5 /. or 10/. a year, 2697-2703 Inexpediency of sending a mail by ihe^car from 

Lismore 10 Dungarvan at 5.30 a.m., 2704-2713 Remedy of the non-delivery of the 

Dungarvan, 
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Dungarvan day mail, as complained of by Mr. O’Brien, further adverted to, 2696. 2714, 

2715. 

[Third Examination.] — The statement as to the time taken before a letter from Cap- 
poquin is received at Woodsto-wn, where Lord Huntingdon resides, is not accurate, 

2718-2722 The last accidents to the Clonmel car occurred in April and August 

^853 ; 2723-2726 As regards the loss of the mail from ibis car, the contractor, not 

Mr. Bianconi, was fined, and a subsequent tender by him was not accepted, though it 

was the lowest offer for the contract, 2724, 2725. 3014,3015 The driver who lost 

the mail bags was drunk on the occasion, 2725. 

Liberal expenditure by the Post-office for railway accommodation in the South of 

Ireland, 2727-2730 Exception taken to Mr. Blake’s evidence (Q. 616), in favour of 

the Waterford letters being a .11 delivered at the same time, 2731-2733. 2861, 2862 

Absence of ground for complaint by Mr. Delahunty, in regard to the communication 
between Waterford and Kilmeadenj nature of such communication, 2734-2739.3080- 

3090 Residence of Mr. Delahunty at Tramore advened to, 2735-2737. 3074-3079 

Time taken in communicating between Tramore and Kilmeaden, 2740 Small 

correspondence of Tramore, 2741 Every one of the sub-offices to Waterford has a 

daily post to and from Waterford, 2742 Letters from Tramore. to Dunmore, on any 

day, are delivered the following day, ih. 

Special arrangement made by the Post-office in the case of the newspaper published 
by Mr. Doudney, at Bunmahon; allowance of 2 s. Q d. 9. day whenever there was a 

large number of newspapers for the post, 2743-2748 Since Mr. Doudney’s evidence 

ihe matter has again come under consideration by the Post-office, 2748, 2749 State- 

ment that the, distance traversed daily by the Bunmahon foot messenger is 20 | English 

miles, tlie same not being considered too much, 2750-2761 Distances travelled by, 

and rate of payment of, foot messengers in England and in Ireland, 2751-2758. 3091- 

3097 Correction of evidence as to the time in corresponding between Waterford and 

Bunmahon, 2762, 2763 Direct communication between Piltown and Kilkenny, 

2764, 2765. 

Illustrations showing that tlie acceleration of trunk mail interferes with the bye-cotn- 

munication between small towns, 2769, 2770. 3098-3100 Slight extra advantage to 

Waterford, but not to Limerick, by the use of night mail train, 2771-2773 Extra 

accommodation to Waterford if a mail were conveyed by the train at 5.30. p. m., 2774, 

2775 Adequacy of the present arrangements for Rathkeale and Newcastle, 2776, 2777 

A letter posted at Dunmore on Monday would reach Cashel on Tuesday, 2778. 

Sufficiently early arrival and late dispatch in the case of Kinsale, 2779, 2780 

Remedy applied in the event of representations showing the inferior quality of the horses 

used for the cars, 2781-2784 Statement showing the inexpediency of sending a 

night mail or day mail along the Cork and Bandou Railway .upon the terms proposed 
by the .company, 2785-2794 Mode of calculation by the Post-office as to the pro- 
priety of granting a day mail to anyplace, 2795-2798.3106-3109 Substractioii of 

letters from the night mail when a new day mail is put on, 2795, 2796. 3106, 3107 

Inaccuracy of the statement of Mr. Heard as to the detention upon one occasion of the 
Kinsale mail at Ballinhassig for some days without any one in charge, 2799, 2800. 
3103. 3129-3134 Extra expenditure by the Post-office in consequence of the ob- 

struction by the snow last winter, 2800-2802. 

Correction of Mr. Kennedy’s statement as to the Clonmel letters for Kilkenny going 

round by Dublin, 2803, 2804. 2852-2854 Very great accommodation to Ireland 

by the mail from London at 5 p.m.; inaccuracy of Mr. Kennedy’s statement as to the 

proportion of Irish letters carried by this mail, 2805-2814 Statement that no greater 

speed, or earlier arrival, can be of benefit to Ennis, 2815-2819 Unjustifiable expen- 
diture if there were a day mail to Ennis, 2820-2823 Letters from Butren to Clare 

Castle do not go round by Dublin, 2824. 

Much greater accommodation to Dungarvan since the establishment of railways, 2825- 

2833 Continually decreasing postal revenue of Dungarvan ; the trade of the place 

declining also, 2834-2836 Steps taken to accelerate tlie arrival of the mail car at 

Tralee, 2837, Repair of the Mallow and 'IValee road adverted 10,2838. 3110-3112. 

There was no post-office at Milford before the use of the Great Southern and Western 

Railway, 2839 Later dispatch from Waterford and later delivery in Carlow than 

under the mail coach system, 2840, 2841 Inexpediency of making Milfurd a post 

town, 2842 Adequacy of the present postal arrangement of Gowran and Goresbridge, 

2843 Decided objection to Mr. Fletcher’s proposal for abolishing the present night 

mail for Wexford, and for using instead the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway and the 

South-Eastern Railway, See., 2844-2851 Opinion that the sum contemplated by 

Mr. Fletcher for tlie cost of the railway service is much too large, 2844-2846. 

Consideration of the later delivery in Waterfoi'd of the Cork, Clonmel, and Limerick 
mail than of the Dublin mail, to the effect that the use of the railway for the sake of an 
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equally early delivery of both mails is not expedient, 2855-2874 B,eason why Tramore 

most probably would not be benefited by an earlier arrival of the Cork, &c. mail in 
Waterford, 2875-2881. 

Statement as to the arrangement for keeping the Clonmel post-office open till lo p.m., 
not having been made long ago in accordance with the general rule, 2885-2890. 2958- 

2gg6 Opinion, as opposed to that of Waterford merchants, that a later dispatch by 

two hours of the Clonmel letters from Waterford would not be a great convenience, 

2891-2906 Probable bias of the people of Clonmel and Waterford, See. in favour 

of benefiting the Waterford and Limerick Railway, 2899-2903 With regard to 

the memorials to the Post-office, witness is not acquainted with them verbally, 2904, 
2905. 

Extent of convenience to the Waterford sub-posts by the use of the railway to Clon- 
mel, &c., 2907-2909 Time of dispatch from Clonmel to Waterford adverted to ; how 

fkr inconvenient, 2910-2912 Convenience to Clonmel of a mail from Waterford at 

5.30 P.M. further adverted to, 2914, 2915 Reference to the fact of there having been 

two mails daily between Waterford and Clonmel before railways were established, 
2916-2918 Conveyance of some correspondence as railway parcels adverted to, 

2919- 

Opportunity for improving the Portlaw service by running a mail-cart in the day from 

Mullinavat ; inexpediency of the extra expense, 2920-2928 Further evidence relative 

to the foot messengers between Mullinavat and Portlaw; complaint hereon by Mr. Mal- 

comson considered, 2929-2951 Nature of the supervision in regard to the efficiency 

of foot messengers, 2933. 2952, 2953 Foot messengers are appointed by the Treasury ; 

how recommended, 2934-2936 Time allowed for the service by foot messenger 

between Mullinavat and Portlaw; punctuality with which the time is kept, 2946- 

2951- 

Check through means of the time-bills, both in the case of mail cars and of foot 

messengers, 2952, 2953. 2955. 3020-3022 Practice of the Post-office to remedy any 

known inconvenience without waiting for complaints by the public, 2952. 3955-2957 

Considerable period for which the inconvenient closing of the Clonmel post-office at 9 p-m. 
existed before it was made known to the Post-office through means of the present Com- 
mittee, 2958, 2959 Circumstance of Mr. Kennedy having expressed regret with regard 

to the extended opening till 10 p.m., 2960-2962 Records kept of the arrangements 

of postmasters in the more importants towns, 2963, 2964 Though vvitness has not 

read the memorial from Clonmel, he has full reason to believe, from inquiries made, that 
the closing at g p.m. was not complained of therein, 2965-2997. 

Further explanation of the computation that the letters to be beneilted by the proposed 
day mail trail between Waterford and Limerick represent a revenue of 900/., and that 

ihe extra cost of such train would be 1,022 1 . ; 2997-3010 Within the last 18 months 

ihe contract for the Clonmel car has been regularly and properly kept by Mr. Bianconi, 

301 1-3015 Assumption that, irrespectively of detention by the snow, the Clonmel car 

was not irregular last winter, inasmuch as there are no records of complaint or irregula- 
rity, 3016 et seq. Full inquiry was made with respect to the two accidents in 1853, so 

that records exist in each case, 3016. 3028. 3061, 3062. 

Inquiry by witness as to the detention of railway mails last winter ; result thereof ; 
circumstance of his not having made a similar inquiry as regards the mail cars, which lie 

admits were often detained by the snow, 3036-3056 Probability of there being records 

of delays of mail cars through the snow, 3057-3063 Inexpediency of attempting to 

inflict a fine in the event of detention by the snow, 3063, 3064 Advantage, as a general 

principle, of railways or two-horse cars over one-horse cars, 3065-3067. 3072, 3073. 

Reference to a statement to the Committee, ihat the Waterford and Limerick Com- 
pany, as compared with the Great Southern and Western Company, was used unfairly 

by the Post-office, 3068-3071 More time taken in communicating fiom Cork to 

Waterford since the u.se of the Great Southern and Western line, 3098-3102 As- 

sistance afforded by Mr. Heard in forwarding the mail from Balliiiliassig adverted to, 
3103-3105. 3134. 

Present postal arrangements between Waterford and Wexford compared with those 
some years ago when there was a post each way daily by a mail coach direct, 3113-3126 

Tlie Wexford mail for Waterford now leaves at 3 p.|m. ; later despatch feasible if 

there was a direct night mail, 3117. 3127, 3128 Proportion of the Dungarvan letters 

which will be benefited by the second delivery, 3135-3^38 Increased payment to the 

Dungarvon letter-carrier for the additional delivery, 3139 Non-increase of the salary 

of tlie Dungarvon postmaster adverted to in connexion with the amount of his duties, 
3140-3145. 

[Fourth Examination.] — Statement that a return cannot be given (as promised by 
Mr. Hill) of towns injured in their correspondence through the use of some railways, no 

town being really worse off thereby, 3146-3148. 3160 et seq. Further reference to 

the 
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the memorial from Clonmel, as showing that the closing of the post-office at 9 p. m. was 

not complained of therein, 3149 Fnriher statement relative to the car from Gonld’s 

Cross to Clonmel ; its late arrivals vary from 10 to 23 minutes, 3149. 3152-3156 

Number of accidents to this car further adverted to, 3157-3159. 

Examination to the effect, that though Clonmel has lost some postal accommodation 

since the establishment of railways, it has gained more than it has lost, 3161-3182 

Comparison of the post-office receipts from towns on the Waterford and Limerick line 
with the receipts from towns on the Great Southern and Western line, as bearing upon 
the non-use by the post-office of the former railway at half the mileage cost of the latter, 

3183-3209 Advantage to the towns and sub-posts beyond Limerick and beyond 

Waterford if the proposed night mail train were adopted, 3210-3220. 3409-3425. 

Further evidence opposed to the discontinuance of the car between Maryborough 
and Waterford, 3221 et seq.- Inconvenience to Kilkenny, Thomastown, Ross, and Wex- 

ford, &c., without any decrease of expenditure, if suggestions proposed by Mr. F. Scully 
in the present system of communication in the distiict were carried out, 3221 et seq. 
3427<^— Sundry objections urged against certain proposed alterations in the present 
system of car or coach conveyance between Waterford and Maryborough, and between 
other places in the same district, 3225 et seq. 3448 et seq. 

Within the last 12 months letters from Clonmel to Kilkt^nny used to be conveyed 

via Dublin, 3235-3238 Occasional use by contractors of a two-horse car, though 

only one horse may be contracted for, 3305-3308 Further statement, to the eftect that 

certain proposed alterations in the communication by car from Maryborough would not 

be less expensive than the present system, 3309-3337- Payment now made for guards 

between Maryborough and Waterford adverted to, 3310-3315. 

Time taken in communicating from Tramore to Golden, near Cashel ; concurrence '\ith 

Mr. Kennedy hereon, 3338-3343 Amount of benefit arising to difi'erent places from 

the proposed night mail-train between Waterford and Limerick lurtlier considered, 3344 
el sej.— Further reference to the eddiiiunal accommodation to Wateifovd if there were 
a night mail-train thence to Limerick and vice versa, 3344-3353- 3369“3395 Examin- 

ation as to the extent to which Limerick would be benefited by the comemplated night 
mail, 3344-3370. 3373-3375- 3403-3405- 

The Waterford and Limerick Company have intiniated that the proposed trainconld not 
be run at the present pace for 2 1. $d. a mile ; necessity therefore of its having Water- 

lord about 8.20 P.M., 3365-3369 No gain by the night mail ivain in the ea-e of 

Waterford letters which now goto Coik via Dublin, 337^-33^^ Improved communi- 

cation otherwise between Coik and Waterford by the proposed night ttain, 3383-3395. 
3406-3408. 

Importance of the element of cost in the ca^e of consideration by the Pcst-( ffice.of 

extended accommodation, 3396-3398 Concurrence in Mr. Hill’s stateniem that the 

expense of the proposed night mail-train would absorb the whole surplus revenue of 

Ireland, 3399-3403 Reference to Mr. Page for information in regaid to Posi-office 

contracts with railway companies, 3426. 3433, 3434- 344" Conditions of the contract 

or agreement with the Great Southern and Western Company adverted to j how far 
compulsory on the Post-office to accept stich contiact, 3428-3447. 3477~34^7- 

Further evidence in regard to Mr. Fletcher’s proposition for using the railvray direct 
from Waterford to Dublin, and for dispensing with certain coach or car comnumication ; 
insufficient amount estimated by him tor defraying the cost thereof, and for payment to 

the railways in the matter, 3448 et seq. Payment of 15/. a mile, or 950^. a year for 

the mail car from Maryborough to Waterford, 2452-3455. 3467 Caltulalicn in detail 

and examination thereon, to the efi'ect that the abolition of the present conveyances to 
Maryborough and the substitution of a mail train from Waierfoid via Kilkenny and 
Carlow to Kildare, and of some other necessary conveyances, would result in a saving of 
gyoZ. a year by car, and in an expenditure of 1,953d by railway, 3456-3532- 

Probable expense to be incurred from Kildare to Carlow in running a mail train direct 
from Dublin to Waterford, 3459-3487- — Definition by the Post-office of a day train or 
day mail, 3461, 346a. 3471-3475— Nature of the accommodation to Carlow in the 
event of a mail train as proposed between Waterford and Dublin, 3488-3493. 3568, 3569. 

3576 3578. 3586-3593 Detailed statement of the advantages and the Oijadvautages 

to several places by the proposed mail ; conclusion that iirespcctive of expense the dis- 
advantages are more considerable than the advaniages, 3533-3693- 

Conveyance by car of the mails from Limiritk to Newcastle, 3594-3597 Ci r 

cuitous and slow communication beiween Newcastle and Abbeyfeale a distance of 14 

English miles, 3598-3618 Convenience to Abbeyfeale if ihe Newcastle car took the 

mails thither; objection thereto as involving an extra expenditure of about 50/. a year, 

ov as much as the whole postal revenue of the place, 3604-3631 Reference to the 

remuneration of the clerks employed in the travelling post-office on the Gieat Southern 
and Western line; Mr. Page can give evidence on this point, 3632-3641. 

0.62. Q Q Further 
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Further reference to the Clonmel memorial and to the absence therein of direct com- 
plaint in regard to the closing of the post-office at 9.15 p.m., 3642-3648 Communica- 

tion between Tallow and Lismore further advened to; either way it takes but 14^ 

hours, the circulation being all during the night, 3649-3654 Explanation relative to 

former evidence (Q. 2509. 2522.) as to the contractor for the car between Goold’s Cross 
and Clonmel, 3655-3658. 

Witness in concluding his evidence delivers in certain returns in elucidation of the 
case submitted to the Committee by the Post-office, 3658 and App. p. 257 et seq. 

Trollope, Mr. Witness, who is at the head of the mail department of the Post-office, con- 
curs generally in the evidence given by Mr. Trollope, Page 3662, 3663. 

Trunk-Mails. Illustration, showing that the acceleration of the trunk-mails interferes witli 
the bye communication between small towns, 2Vo//qpe 2769, 2770. 3098-3100. 

Twopenny Post. Greater accommodation feasible under a twopenny postage, Malcomson 
531-633- 



U. 

United States Correspondence. Circumstance of some of the postage on letters to the 
United States being unduly but unavoidably credited to the English Post-office instead 
of to the Irish department, Hill 70-74. 



W. 

Walsh, Mr. Reference to a letter from Mr. Walsh, Lord Ormond’s agent, to witness, com- 
plaining of delay in communicating between Bunmahon and Kilkenny, and between 
several other places in the counties of Waterford and Kilkenny, Doudney 1121, 1122. 

WATERFono : 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements. 

2. Statement on the part of the Post-office. 

1. Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements : 

Description of the present postal arrangements between Waterford and Clonmel, &e., 
there being two mails daily, one by car direct at 4*30 p.m. and another chiefly by railway 

via Dublin, the time occupied by which is 21 hours and 15 minutes, Fisher 230 et seq. 

Inconvenience to Tramore, Dunmore, Passage, and Woollaston, in the letters from those 
places to Clonmel, Cork, Limerick, &c. not arriving in Waterford till after the dispatch 
of the 4*30 P.M. mail; remedy suggested, ih. 234-246. 306-311. 350-358. 361-379 

The correspondence from Waterford to the places west and south-west of Clonmel 

goes by the mail car at 4-30 p.m., ib. 242, 243 Considerable inconvenience to Water- 

ford in the direct mail being dispatched thence at so early an hour as 4‘30 p.m., ib. 
246-249. 286, 287. 315-330. 

Inconvenience in the mail by car from Clonmel kc. not arriving in Waterford suffi- 
ciently early to be delivered along with the Dublin mail, Fisher 250-264 Incon- 

venience to the small towns round Waterford in the mails thither from Clonmel, &c. 
being detained in Waterford nearly a whole day before they are dispatched, ib. 255-260. 

350 Grievance in the letters to Waterford from the adjoining towns not being 

delivered on the evening of arrival, ib. 268-270 Mode of conveyance from Waterford 

to the small towns, ib. 270, 271 Statement, that letters from Clonmel, 2tc., posted in 

the Waterford receiving-house at 11 or 12 in the morning do not leave by the mail at 
4*30 P.M., ib. 271-273. 

Opportunities of the Waterford merchants for receiving their le.tiers before the general 
delivery by payiig a guinea a year for a box at the post-office, J'isAer 312-314, 379, 
380— —Claim of Waterford, in a commercial point of view, to a direct mail train in the 

evening to Clonmel and Limerick, ih. 324-326. 329-336. 347-349. 445 Rej.resenta- 

tion made regarding the letters lying in the sorting-house at Waterford, ib. 359, 360, 460- 

462 Three deliveries daily in Waterford ; only two deliveries under witness’s plan for 

using the Waterford and Limerick railway, ib. 402. 407, 4o8 Contemplated steam 

communication between Waterford and Dunmore and Milford adverted to, J’is/ier 429- 
431 ; Malcomson 583-592. 

Exceedingly defective postal arrangements in the Waterford district, Malcomson 484 
et seq Prejudicial effect of these arrangements upon the commercial interests of Water- 

ford, ib. 513. 598-607. 

Considerable inconvenience to Waterford and to the towns of Tramore, Dunmore, 

Passage, 
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1 . Complaint in regard to the present Arrangements — continued. 

Passage, &c., under the present arrangements. Blahe 612 et seq. Inconvenience in the 

letters from Limerick, &c., and from Dublin, not being delivered in Waterford at the same 

time, lb. bi6-622 Circumstances under which the defective communication with 

Limerick has an injurious effect upon mercantile goods which may be of a perishable nature 

tb. 622-624. 639-641 Want of proper opportunity and time at Waterford to answer bv 

return of posUetters from Limerick, ib. 631. 647 Route and mode of conveyance of a 

letter troui Waierford to Limenck and vice versa, ib. 642-645. 649-653 Nearly 16 

hours are taken to convey a letter from Waterford to Limerick, whereas it may be con- 
veyed direct by railway in a little over four hours, ib. 654-658. 

Detention of letters in the Waterford receiving house adverted to, Delahuntu 775-777 

importance of the correspondence of Waterford with the South and West, 831. 

S^o-— Description of the two postal routes from Waterford to Limerick, the one occupy- 
ing about eleven hours and the other twenty-two hours, Kennedy 1300-1312. 

2. Statement on the part of the Post-office : 

Witness is not now surveyor for the Waterford district, &c,, but is acquainted with all 

the particulars relative to the postal arrangements, Trollope 1986-1994 Improved 

postal communication with Waterford since the establishment of railways, ib. iqq 8. 2004.- 
Extent of benefit to Waterford by the use of a night maii-train, as proposed on 

u w Limerick Railway, ii. 2061. 2165,2166. 2214.2219 Income of 

the Waterford Post-office, ib. 2156 Small number comparatively of the Waterford 

letters which would be expedited by the proposed night mail train, ib. 2165, 2166. 2771- 

2773 Number of Waterford letters which would probably arrive by the proposed dav 

mail, *6. 2248-2250. r r j 

Explanation relative to there not having been any collection of letters from the Water- 
ford receiving office in order to fit the despatch to Clonmel; recent remedy of this 
matter m consequence of the complaints made before the Committee, no complaints on 

^le subject having ever been made officially to the Post-office, Trollope 2263-2302 

Exception taken to Mr. Blake's evidence (Q. 616) in favour of the Waterford letters being 

the same time, 2731-2733. 2861,2862 Extra accommodation to 

Waterford it a mau were conveyed by tlie train at 5 30 p. m., ib. 2774, 2775 Later 

despatch from Waterford and later delivery in Carlow than under the maii-coacii system 
xb. 2840, 2841. ^ ’ 

Consideration of the later delivery in Waierford of the Cork, Clonmel, and Limerick 
mail than of the Dublin mail, to the effect that the use of the railway for the sake of an 

equally early delivery of both mails is not expedient, Trollope 2855-2874 Extent of 

convenience to the Waterford sub-posts by the use of the railway to Clonmel, 8cc. 
to. 2907-2909- — Further reference to the additional accommodation to Waterford if 
there were a night mail-train thence to Limerick and vice versa, ib. 3344-3353. 3360- 

3395 No gam by the night mail-train in the case of the Waterford letters which now 

go to Cork 02^ Dublin, {6.3378-3382 Gain to Waterford as regards Cork letters 

which would arrive in better time for communication w'ith Dublin by the mornino- mail' 

ib- 3383-3395. 3406-3408. 

Return of the number of letters to Waterford, and revenue accruing therefrom, during 

the last SIX years, .4pp. p, 256 Returns showing the revenue in the years 1846 and 

1855 ; also the arrival and the despatch of the mails in those years, as contrasted with 
each other, and with the arrival and despatch according to the proposed use of railways 
between Limerick and Waterford, and Kildare and Waierford, ib. 259. ^ 

also Bunmahon. Carlow. Circuitous Routes. Clonmel, 1. 2. Cork. 
Corn Trade. Coroner’s District (Waterford). Dungarvan. Dunmore. 
Kilmeaden. Lismore. Maryborough Mail Car. Milford. Passage. 
Railways. Ross. Sub-posts. Tramore. Waterford and Kilkenny 
Railway. ^ Waterford and Kilkenny and Irish South-Eastern Railways. Water- 
ford and Limerick Railway, Woodstown. 

Waterford and Kilkenny Railway. Payment by agreement of 64. a mile to the Waterford 
and Kilkenny Company for the day mail-train between Kilkenny and Waterford, Hill 

91, 92 ; iP’/efcAer 1906-1908 Statement that the Waterford and Kilkenny Company 

are losing money by their special day maii-train, which is run under agreement, and that 

they contemplate giving it up, Delahunty 835, 836. 863-866 ; Fletcher 1909, 1910 

Advantage of the Waterford and Kilkenny Railway over any other route for conveying 

the Kilkenny mail to Waterford, Fletcher 1911-1913 Statement showing the annual 

payment to the company, and rate per mile for the conveyance of the mails in 1855 
App. p, 262. 

See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and South-Eastern Railways, 

Q g 2 Waterford 
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Waturford and Kilkenny, and Irish South-Eastern Railways : 

1. Importance of a direct Mail by Railway from Waterford to Carlow and 

JIuhlin ; Proposition hereon. 

2. Sundry Ohjedions urged against the foregoing Proposal ; extra Expenditure 

thereby. 

1. Importance, of a direct Mail by Railway from Waterford to Carlow and Dublin; 

Proposition hereon : 

Very extensive corn and flour establishments at Milford, Bagnalstown, and other 
places in the district under consideration adverted to, as showing the expediency of 
improved postal communication by railway direct with Waterford, &c., Alexander 1746- 

1771. i8io. 1831-1857. 1873. 1880-1884 Suggested remedy of the inconvenience 

complained of by the establishment of an evening mail-train from Waterford to Carlow, so 
that letters may be delivered at Milford, &c., by 9 a. m., iJ. 1772-1787, 1863-1872. 

1885-1887. 1891. 1896-1899 Expense of the proposed evening mail considered in 

connexion with the amount of correspondence to be benefited thereby, ib. 1784. 1838- 
i8,55* 1873-1884. 

Proposition marie by witness, as traffic-manager of the Waterford and Kilkenny Rail- 
way. to Lord Canning and Mr. Rowland Hill, whereby, at a slightly additional expense, 
if any, the mail service for the south-eastern part of Ireland would be considerably 

acceieiated and improved, Fletcher 19^5 Witness has spoken on the subject 

to Lord Canning and Mr. Rowland Hill, but has not made the proposition officially, 

ib. 1915. 1926. 1971 Use proposed to be made of the South-Eastern Railway from 

Carlow to Kilkenny, et seq. Arrangements contemplated so as to dispense 

with the present mail-coach from Dublin to Wexford, which costs some i,6ooL or i,8ooL 
a year, ib. \ 923, 1 924. 

Witness’s proposition contemplated a mail-train from Dublin at 7.30 P.M., direct 
thiougli Carlow and Kilkenny, and to arrive in Waterlord at 12 at nis^ht, which not being 
an actual nisiht service, would not entail much expense, Fletcher 1924, 1928. I935”t937 

Eoonoinicul character of the proposed arrangement ; terms for which the railway 

companies would perform the service, ih. 1928 et seq. The up-mail train for Dublin, 

as proposed, would leave Waterford at 7.30 p.m., passing through Kilkenny, and thence 

by goods train to Dublin, 10 arrive at 4 A.M., ib. 1928. 1937“*944 Reason for the 

proposition not having been laid officially before the Dost Office, i6. 1928-1930. 1971- 
1974. 1982-1984. 

Explanation relative to a proposition for a passenger mail-train from Waterford to 
Dublin, 10 leave Kilkenny at 8.30 p.m., in lieu of the goods train from Kdkeiiny at 
9 P.M., and to arrive in Dublin at 12 'at night; hesitation of the Great Southern and 
Western Company to accept lower terms for this service than for the nighi mail services 
now performed by them, Fletcher 1954-1975. 

2 . Sundry Objections urged against the foregoing Proposal; extra Expenditure 

thereby : 

Absence on the whole of any advantage if the Waterford and Kilkenny and South- 
Eastern Railways were used as proposed by Mr. Fletcher, Trollope 2025—2030. 2032- 

2036 Opinion that the sum contemplated'by Mr. Fletcher for the cost of the railway 

service is much too low, ib. 2844-2846 Decided objection to Mr. Fletcher’s proposal 

for abolishing the present night mail for Wexford, ib. 2844-2851 Inconvenience to 

Kilkenny, Thornastown, Ross, and Wexford, &c., without any decrease of expenditure, 
if suggestions proposed by Mr. F. Scully in the present system of communication in the 
district were carried out, ib. 3221 et seq. ; 3427. 

Further evidence in regard to Mr. Fletcher’s proposition for using the railway direct 
from Waterford to Dublin, and for dispensing with certain coach or car communication ; 
insufficient amount estimated by him for defraying the cost thereof, and for payment to 
the railways in the matter, Trollope 3448 et seq. Calculation in detail, and examina- 

tion thereon, to the effect that the abolition of the present conveyances to Maryborough, 
and the substitution of a mail-train from Waterford, uia Kilkenny and Carlow, to Kildare, 
and of some other necessary conveyanees, would result in a saving of 970 1. a year by car, 
and in an expenditure of 1,953?. by railway, ib. 3456-'3632- 

Payment of 930?. ayear to the Waterford and Kilkenny Company under Mr. Fletcher’s 

proposal, Trollope 3457 Probable expense to be. incurred from Kildare to Carlow in 

running a mail-train direct from Dublin to Waterford, ib. 3459-3487 Estimate of 

15?. as the expense of serving each post town from the stations, in the event of a direct 

• mail-train from Waterford to Carlow and Dublin, ib. 3505-3510 Witness does not 

include in his estimate any charge for conveying the mails by rail from Carlow to Kildare, 

it). 3531, 3532 Detailed statement of the advantages and the disadvantages to several 

places by the p.ioposed mail ; conclusion, that irrespective of expense, the disadvantages 
are more considerable than the advantages, ib. 3533-3593' 

Doubt 
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Waterford and Kilke^i^y, ^c. Railway— coatinaed. 

2. Sundry Objections urged, ^c. — continued. 

Doubt whether if the Waterford and Limerick line were used by the Post-ofEce, the 
Waterford and Kilkenny line would also be used for the sake of transmitting the Dublin 

day mail to Waterford, &c., Pag-e 3961-3971 Impracticability of Mr. Fletcher’s 

piopoaition for a night mail from Waterford to Dublin via Kilkenny to reach the latter 
place at 8'30 p.m., 4005-4014. 

See also Bagnalstown. Carlow, Goreshridge. Gowran. Thomastown. 

Wexford. 

Waterford aiid Limerick Railway: 

1. Proposition fur a Night and Day Mail-train between Waterford and Lime- 

rick; Expense thereof to the Post-Office. 

2 . Disapproval of the foregoing Proposition; unjustifiable Expenditure thereby. 

1. Proposition for a Night and Day Mail-train between Waterford and Limerick ; 

Expense thereof to the Post-office : 

Considerable improvement if the mail via Clonmel to Waterford, &c. were sent by 
railway in the night, Fisher 265-267. 288 Liberality of the offer of the Water- 

ford anfi Limerick Company to run a night mail-train at 2 s. 3 rf. a mile, ib. 303. 349. 
388-396. 409, 410 Statement ihat the net increased expense of adopting the Water- 

ford iind Limerick line, and dispensing with the mail cars would be only 3,000!., and not 

7,000!., as stated by Lord Canning, ib. 303. 343-348 Advantage of a night mail- 

train from Waterford to the Limerick Junction further adverted to ; it should start about 
8-30 P.M., ib. 396-406. 

Approval of a night mail, as suggested by Mr. Fisher, Malcomson 575 Statement 

as to tlie Waterford and Limerick Company having been established partly with a view 

to increased postal communication through its use, ib. 592-597 Instead of the mail 

from Waterford at 4*30 and tlie indirect mail at 7-10, there should be one direct mail by 
railway III a later period, Blake 625-627. 635-638. 646-648. 

• Witness is secretary to ihe Waterford and Limerick Railway Company, O’Connor 664 

Offer made by the company to convey the mails at gr?. per mile in the day and 

2 s. 3 rf. per mile at night, ib. 665-668. 705, 706 Refusal of these terms by the 

Post-office, wlio have shown no disposition to re-open the negotiation, ib. 669-672. 691. 
714. 

Wiiness is not auihorised to stale whether the company would accept any lower terms, 
but believes they would have taken 3 d. per mile off ihe day service, O’Connor 673. 679, 
680 Statement that in offering to run a night mail-train at 2 5. 3 c!. a mile the com- 
pany calculated upon receiving the cost-price only, ib. 673-678. 689. 696-700 Con- 
templated carriage of goods and passengers by the train, ib. 677. 681. 687-689 

The hour of departure from Waterford was proiioseci to be 8.30 p. m., and the arrival at 

the Limerick Junction at 12 at night, ib. 682-686 Charge of 1 s. a mile for the day 

mail-train from the Junction to Limerick, which is the only postal use made of the rail- 
way, ib. 692-695. 

Concurrence with Mr. Fisher as to the items of expense that would be saved by the 

night train, O’Connor 707, 708 The cost of the train at 2s. ^d. would be about 6,000!. 

a year, ih. 710, 71 1 Distance of 77 miles from Waterford to Limerick, and of 55 miles 

to the Junction, ib. 712, 713 Correspondence between the railway company and the 

Pcjst-office, the terms of ihe company being declined on 30th June 1854, 715 

Letter from Mr. Tilley (of the Post-office) to Lord Bessbomugh, dated 27th June 1854, 
explaining the reasons for refusing tiie offer of the company, ib. 715. 

The best remedy for ihe present inconvenience would be a later despatch from Water- 
ford of the direct mail, such despatch, moreover, being by railway, Delahunty 752-757. 

814-823. 837. 861, 862 Belief that tlie receipts would equal the expenditure if the 

4*30 P.M. mail were sent by railway, ib. 838-840 Considerable advantage if, as 

regards Clonmel, &c., the Waterford and Limerick Railway were used for the conveyance 

of day mails to and from the Junciion, Kennedy 1 192-1212. 1248-1264. 1329 Letters 

might be taken from Waterfoid to Limerick direct by railway in from three to three-and- 

a-lialf hours, 1308. 1313 Advantage to several specified towns in the counties of 

Waterford and Tipperary if there were a night mail-tiain between Waterford and the 
Junction, 1317-1329. 

2. Disapproval of the foregoing Proposition ; unjustifiable Expenditure thereby ; 

Increased expenditure of 6,673!. a year, which would sweep away the whole net revenue 

of Ireland, if the offer of the Waterford and Limerick Company had been accepted, viz., 
to carry the night mails at 2s. 3d. a mile, and the day mails at gd. a mile. Hill 108-117 

Wiih regard to the cost of 4 s. 6 d- a mile demanded ' lor the conveyance of a night 

uiail from the Limerick Junction to Limerick, the Post-office have no case of complaint, 
ib. 1 18-125 Doubt as to any better arrangement of the mails to Limerick and Watei- 
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Waterford and Limerick Railway— coatinued. 

2. Disapproval of the foregoiug Proposition, 4 rc. — continued. 

ford, unless the cost of an additional mail be incurred, 1 32-134 Comparative 

lowness for Ireland of the offer of the Waterford and Limerick Company to carry the night 

mail for 2s. 3 «f. a mile, ih. 177, 178 Slight use now made by the Post-office of the 

Waterford and Limerick line, ib. 208, 209. 

Statement of the arrivals at several towns if the Waterford and Limerick line were 
used, as compared with the present hours of arrival, Trollope 2008-2019—" — Total of 
12,400 letters weekly, giving a postal revenue of 3,380 Z. per annum, which would be 
accelerated in their delivery by a night mail train on the Waterford and Limerick Rail- 
way, ib. 2038-2051 Net additional expense of 5,645 1 . a year for the Waterford and 

Limerick night mail; details hereon, ib. 2052-2057 Absence of advantage to post 

towns in regard to answers by return of post if the night mail train were used, ib. 2058 
' Statement in detail of the several advantages to each town by the use of such train, 
ib. 2061 etseq. 2214-2229. 

Limited advantages to be given by the proposed day mail train from the Limerick 

Junction to Waterford, Trollope 2230 et seq. Computation that 3,328 letters weekly, 

producing an annua! revenue of 900 1 ., would be conveyed or benefited by the proposed 

day train, ih. 2240-2242. 2305, 2413-2415 Computation that the extra expenditure 

on account of the train would be 1,022 1 . a year against a consequent gain of about 150 1, 
a year, z 7 >. 2243-2247. 2261,2262. 2306. 2404-2425.2471-2476. 2479-2484 Pay- 

ment of 1 a mile for the day mail train between the Junction and Limerick, ib. 2303. 
Probable bias of the people of Clonmel and Waterford, &c. in favour of benefiting the 

Waterford and Limerick Railway, TVoWqpe 2899-2903 Further explanation of the 

computation that the letters to be benefited by the proposed day mail train between 
Waterford and Limerick represent a revenue of 900 L, and that the extra cost of such 
train would be 1,022 1 ., ih. 2997-3010— Reference to a statement made to the Com- 
mittep, that the Waterford and Limerick Company, as compared with the Great Southern 

and Western Company, was used unfairly by the Post-office, ib. 3068-3071 Small 

increase of correspondence anticipated from the proposed day mail, ih. 2307. 

Extent of advantage to the towns and sub-posts beyond Limerick and beyond Water- 
ford, and to other places, if the proposed night mail were adopted, Trollope 3210-3220. 

3344 ct seq. 3409-3425 ^The Waterford and Limerick Company have intimated that 

the proposed train could not be run at the present pace at 2 s, 3J. amile; necessity, 

therefore, of its leaving Waterford about 8.20 p. m., ib. 3365-3369 Concurrence in 

Mr. Hill’s statement, that the expense of the proposed night mail train would absorb the 
whole surplus revenue of Ireland, ib. 3399-3403. 

Demand of gcf. a mile, or about 1,700 L a year, by the Limerick and Waterford 
Company for a day mail-train, contrasted with the payment of 1,000 Z. a year to the 

Newcastle and Carlisle Company far a much larger service. Page 3673-3679 Several 

Irish companies to which a much cheaper rate is paid for the use of day trains than was 

demanded by the Waterford and Limerick Company, i/>. 3687, 3688 Probability of 

the Postmaster-general assenting to a fixed payment of 1,000 Z. a year for certain services 
by the Waterford and Limerick Company, ib. 3700 — —Advantage if the ordinary trains 
of the Waterford and Limerick Company were available for the day mails, ib. 4001-4004 

Returns showing tlie revenue of certain towns in the years 1846 and 1855; and 

also the arrival thereat and dispatch therefrom of mails in tliose years, as contrasted with 
each other, and with their arrival and dispatch according to the proposed use of the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway, d.pp. p. 259. 

Statement showing the annual payment and rate per mile for the conveyance of the 

Waterford, &c., mails in 1846 and 1855, App. p. 262 Return showing the total 

amount of the correspondence of all towns for the conveyance of the Dublin mail bags 

to which the Waterford and Limerick Railway would be available, ib, 263 Payment 

of 7,919 Z- a year demanded for a night and day mail-train, ib. 

See also Abbegleix. Cappoquin. Carrick-on-Suir. Clonmel. Cork. 
Dungarvan. Great Southern and Western Railway. Limerick. Newcastle 
and Carlisle Railway. North Eastern Railway. Parcel Post. Peterborough 
and Grimsby. Portlaw. Sub-posts. Supplementary Mails. Tramore. 

Wexford, Contemplated re-arrangement of the present mail-coach night service from 
Dublin to Wexford, in order to meet the proposed improved service for the south-eastern 
district, PZetcAer 1 923, 1924. 1945-1953 Decided objection to the foregoing proposi- 
tion, Trollope 2844-2851 Present postal arrangements between Waterford and 

Wexford compared with those some years ago, when there was a post each way by a 

mail coach direct, ih. 3113-3126 The W'exford mail for Waterford now leaves at 

3 p. M. ; later dispatch feasible, if there were a direct night mail, ib. 31 17. 3127, 3128 

Payment at present of 1,600 1 . a year for the Dublin and Wexford mail by coach, 

Poge 3708-3714. 3717. 

Return of the number of letters to Wexford, and revenue accruing therefrom, during 

each 
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Wexford — continued. 

each of the last six years, App. p 256 Statement showing the annual payment and 

late per tmle for the conveyance of the mails from Dublin to Wexford, &e„ 10 1846 and 
in 1055,16. 202. ^ 



See also Waterford and Kilkenny, and Irith South Eastern Railways. 

Woodstovm. Inconvenience suffered at Woodstown under the present defective postal 

conmnmcation with Waterford, &c., Fisher 239 et seq . ; Blake 612. 658 Complaint 

by Lord Huntingdon adverted to ; letter from him on the subject, Blake 6<;o, 660 

1 here are private bags at Woodstown, but there is no post-office there, Trollope 2064 
Ihe statement as to the time taken before certain letters are received at Woodstown 
where Lord Huntingdon resides, is not accurate, ib. 2718-272 2. ’ 

See also Huntingdon, Lord, Waterford. 



Y. 

Yonghal. Advantage of a second delivery in Dungarvan so as to meet the case of llie 
Youghal letters which arrive too late for the first delivery, O’Brien 1443, 1444. 1506. 
^*^46— ■— Objection to the mail car from Youghal to Dungarvan, there beino- only one 
horse the whole way, a distance of about eighteen English miles, ib. 1607-1612, 

Means of communicating from Youghal to Dungarvan, and vice versd, Trollope 2672- 

2683 Partial incorrectness <>f Mr. O’Brien’s statement as to the Youghal letters for 

Dungarvan, ib. 3136, 3137 Gain as regards letters from Youghal to Waterford if the 

Waterford and Limerick Railway were used, ib. 3418-3420 Present course of a 

letter from Youghal to Waterford, ib. 3421-3423. 

Return of the number of letters to Youghal, and of the revenue accruino- there^om 
during the last six years, App. p. 256. 
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